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PINDARIC ODES, 

WRITTEN IN IMITATION OP tHB 

STILE AND MANNEH 

OP THE 

ODES OF PINDAR. 

*' Piadarici fontis qui non expalluit hauftus/* 

HoK.. £p« L. L %i 



PREFACE. 

IF a maa ihould undertake to tranibee Pindar word 
for word, it would be thougkt that one mad-maft 
kad trauilated another $ as may appear^ wtten be that 
nnderltanda not the original , reads the verbal traduc- 
tion of him into Latin prole, than which nothing leemt 
BAore raving. And fure, rhyme » without the addition 
of wit, and the fpirit of poetry (quod mqiua monflrar0 
isffintio tantum) would but make it t»n times mor0 
difiraaed than it is in profe. We muft o^fider ii^ 
Pindar the great difference of time betwixt hU age and 
oursj which changes, as in pidlures, at lead the colours 
B z of 
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of poetry 5 the no lefs difference betwixt the religion^ 
and cuftoms of our countries ; and a thoufand pardcu* 
larities of pjaces^ perfOBs, and manners, which do but 
^onfufedly appear to our eyes at fo great a diftance. 
And laftly (which were enough alone for ray purpofe) 
we muft confider that our ears are ftrangers to the mu- 
{icjn of his xiumbenB, which fometimes (efpecially. in 
4bngs and odes) almoft without zn^ thing elfe, makes 
an excellent poet; for though the grammarians and 
criticlj^s have laboured to reduce ys verfes into regular 
feet and ftieafures (as they have alfo thofe of the Greek 
and Latin comedies) yet in efFe£l they are little better 
jthan profe to l>«jr ears. And I would gladly know 
vrhzt applaufeour beft pieces of Englifli poefy could ex- 
pe6t from a Frenchman or Italian, if converted faith- 
fully, and word for word, ttitb French or Italian profe. 
And when we have confidered all this, we muft needs 
confer$> that after sdl thefe loifes fuftained by Pindar, 
all we can add to him by our wit or invention (not 
deferting ftill his fubje^) is not like to make him a 
richer man than he was in his own country. This is 
in fomt meafur^ to be applied to all tranflations ; and 
the not obferving of it, is the caufe that all which ever 
I yet faw, are.fo much inferior to their originals. 
The like happens too in pi6lureS| from the fame root 
of exs(& imitation ; which, being a vile and unworthy- 
kind of fervitade, is incapable of producing any thin^^ 
good or noble. I have feen originals, both in painting 
and poefy, much more beautiful than their natural ob- 

jeatj 
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]c6tM ^ bat I sever fii^-.a. copy better than the onginal i 

ipibich indeed cannot be vOtherwi(e ; for, men refolving 

in no cafe, to ihoot beyoncl the niarkj it !• a thoafand to 

one' if they flioot not fhort of it* It does not at all 

tiouble jne that the granunariaBft perhaps will not 

&ffer thU libertine way of rendering foreign authors 

to be called Trandation $ for I am not fo much ena* 

moored of the name Tranflator, as not to wi(h rather 

to be finnething betters tho«igh it want yet a name« I 

fpeak not fo much all thji, in defenqe ^f my manner^ 

of tranflatingy or imitating (or what other title they 

pleafe) the two enfuing Odes of Pindar 5 for that 

would not deferve half thefe words ; as by this occadon 

to reftify the opinion of divers men upon this matter. 

The Pfalms of David (which I believe to have been 

in their original, to the Hebrews of his time, though 

not to our Hebrews of Buxtorfius*s making, the moft 

exalted pieces of poefy) are a great example of what I 

have faid j all the tranflators of which (even Mr. Sands 

himfelf ; for in defpite of popular error, I will be bold 

not to except him) for this very reafon, that? they have 

not fought to fupply the loft- excellencies of another 

language with new ones in their own, are fo far fron) 

doing honour, or at leaft juftice, to that divine poet, 

that methinks they revile him worfe than Shimei, 

And Buchanan himfelf (though much the beft of them 

all, and indeed a great perfon) comes in my opinion 

jio lefs fliort of David, than his country does of Judea. 

Upon this ground I have, in thefe two Odes of Pindar, 

taken^ left out> and added, what I pleafe ^ nor make it 

3% fe 
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fo mucli siyftim.to Ut the ^ixaderkstow p»ctfUy wliai: « 
he fpoke, as «h^t wai his maf^amL maiuier 6f fj^eaking' ^ 
which has not been yet (that I know of) introduced 
into £ngliih» though k be th^-nobleft and higheil kind 
of wiitiog in verie $ and which migbt, paihafiSy be pot 
into tbd lift of Pancirolns, among t)^ loft inventions 
of antiquity. This cflTay is but to try how it will look- 
in an Engliih habit t for which expefiihent', I have cho- 
ftn one of his Olympic, and another of his Neimeaa. 
Odes 5 which are as followeth. 
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THE SECOND OLYMPIC ODE 
OF PINDAR. 

Written in jMraUe of Theron, fxinct of Agrigentum (%- 
famous city in Sicily, built by his anceftors) who, in 
;dbe feveoty-fereBth Olympic, won the cfaariot^ize. 
He is commended frofn the nobility of his race ( whofe 
ftory is often touckt.on) 4 from his great riches (an 
ordinary common-place in Pindftr) i from his hofpita- 
lity, munificence, anddthef virtues. The Ode (ac-- 
cording to. the conftant cuftom of the Poi^) confifts 
more in digreffions, than in the main fubjeft : an4^ 
t^e Reader muft n«( be ehoqued to hear him iptak fo 
often of hh own Muie 4 for that is a liberty which 
this kind of poetry can hardly live without* 

OU^l^V of^ali hartno^Mis tlnngs^ ' -. 
Dancing words, and ipeaking ftrings \ 
What God, what Hero, wilt Uiou fmg ? 
What happy man to eqQil glories. bring ? 

Begin, begin thy noble choice, 
And let the hills «r6Hnd r^e& the image of thy voice. 
Pifa does to Jove belong) 
Jove and Pifa claim thy fong. 
The fair firft-fniits of war, th' Olympic ganics, • • • 
Alcides oifcr'd-up to Jove ; 
Alcides too thy ftriiigs may move ; 
But, oh I what m*n to joiii with thcfe can worthy ^ve ! 
B4. Join 
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Join Theron boldly to their facred names } 

Theron the next honour claims; 
' Theron to no man gives place. 
Is firft In Pifa'sand in Virtue's race j 

Theron there, and he alone, 
Ev'n his own fwift forefathers has outgone. 

They through rough \^ays, o'er many ftops they paft'. 

Till on the fatal bank at laft 
They Agrigentum built, the beauteous ey« 

Of fair-fac'd Sicily 5 
Which does kfelf i' th* river by 

WiUi pride and joy efpy. 
Then chearful notes their painted years did fing. 
And Wealth was one, and Honour tli' other, wing j 
Their genuine virtues did more fweet and dear^ 

In Fortune's graceful di-efs, appear. 

To which, great fon of Rhea ! fay 
The firm word which forbids things to decay t 

If in Oiympus' top, wliere Aou 

Sitt'ft to behold thy facred (Jiow 5 • 

If in Alpheus' fUver flight ; 

If in my verfe, thou doft delight, 
. 'My verfe, O Rhea's ibn ! which is 

Lofty as that, and fmooth as this. 

For the paft fuf erings of this noble race 
(Since^things once paft,.and fled out of thine band. 
Hearken no more to thy command) 
Let prcfcnt joys fill up their place> 

And 
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Asd \rith Obl^vion^s filent ftroke deface . / v . 
Of foregone ills the very trace. 

In^^.illuftrious line 
Do thefe happy changes fhine 
More brightly, Theron ! than in thine. 

So« in the cryftal palaces 

Of the blue-ey'd Nereides, 
Ino her endlefs youth does pleafc^ 
And thanks her fall into the feas« 
Beauteous Semele does no lefs 
Her cruel midwife. Thunder, blefs } 
Whilft, fporting with the Gods on high» 
She* enjoys fecure their company i 
Plays with lightnings as they fly. 
Nor trembles at the bright embraces of the Deity. 

But death did them from future dangers free i 
What God, alas ! will caution be • 
Fwr living niian^s fecurity. 
Or will enfure our veffel in this fsuthlefs Tea ? 
Never did the fun as yet 
So healthful a fair-day beget. 
That tiavelling mortals might rely on it. 

But For tuners favour and her fyite 
Roll with alternate waves like day and night t 
Viciffitudes which thy great race purfue, 
£*er fmce the fatal fon his father (lew. 

And did old oracles fulfil 
Of Gods that cannot lyei for they foretell but their own 
will. ' -. 

Erynnis 
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Biynnis faw 't, antl made in hr-r own feed 

The innocent Parricide to bleed 5 
She (lew his wiiathful fons with mutual blows s 

But better things did then fuccecd, • 
And brave Hierrandery in amends for what was pai(, 
arofe. 

Brave Therfander was by none. 

In war, or waziike fports, out-done. 
Thou, ThcroB, his great virtues doft irvive j. 
He in my verfe and thee again does live. 

Loud Olympus happy thee, 
lilhmus and Nemasa does twice happy feej 

For the wel]-niitur*d honour there. 
Which with thy bl-other thou didft fliare,, 

Was to thee double grown 

By not being all thine own ; 
And thofe kind pious glories do deface 
Tiie old fraternal quarrel of thy race. 

Greatnefs of mind and fortune too . 

Th' Olympic trophies ftiew « 

Both their feveral parts muft doi. 

In the noble chace of fame $ 

This without that is bUnd| that without this is laine. 

Nor is fair ViEtue^s pi^re feen aright. 

But in Fortnne^s golden light. 
Riches alone are of uncertain date, * 
And on fhort man long cannot wait; . 
The virtuous make of them the heSt^ ^ 

And put them, out to Fame for intereft | • - 

. With 
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Witii a frui gocMi diey wifely buy 
The folid purchafe of eteraity : 
Tliey, whallb ii&*8 sir they b«atiie, confider well^ and 

knew 
Th* account they muft hereafter gi^ below | 
Whereas th* unjttft and coyetout above, 
In deep unlovely vaiiltty 
By the juft deecBet of Jove» 
Unrelenting torments prove,. 
The heavy neceilary effect of voluntary faults* 

Whilft in. the lande of unexhauft^ light, 
0*er which the god-ltice fun*t unwearied fight 

Ne'er vnnks ia clouds, or. flceps in night. 
An endlefs fpring of age the good enjoy. 
Where neither Want doca pinch, nor Plenty cloy » . 

There neitfaec earth nor fea they pk>w. 
Nor aught to labour owe 
For food, that whilft it nouriihes does decay. 
And in the lamp of life confumes away. 
Thrice had theio^men through mortal bodies paft, . 

Did thrice the trial undergo. 
Till all their tittle drofs was purgM at laft. 

The furnace had no more to do. 

Then in rich Saturn's peaceful ftate 

Were, they for facred treafures placM, 
The Mufe-diicovered world of Iflands Fortunate^ 



Soft-footed winds with tuneful voices there 
Dance through the perfumed air ; 
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There filver rivers through enamelM meadows tgHdt, 

And gold^ trees endch. their ilde $ 
TV ilhiftriaus le»?es Ao dropping autumn fear. 

And jewels for their fruit they bear> 

Which by the bleft are gathered 
For bracelets to, the hnn» and garlands to the head* ' 
Here all the Heroes, and ^ir Poets, live ^ 
Wife Rhadamanthus did the fentence give, 

Who for his juftice was thought fit 
With fovereign Saturn on the bench to fit. 

Peleus here, and Cadmus, reign ; 
Here great Achilles, wrathful now^no more, , 

Since his blefl: mother (who before 

Had try'd it on his body' in vain)L: 
Dipt now his foul in Stygian lake. 
Which ^id from thence a divine hardnefs takey 
That does from paf&on and from vice invulnerabk 
make. 

To Theron, Mufe! bring back thy w:mi4ering'fo6g>- 
Whom thofe bright troops expedl iippaticntly i 

And may they do fo long ! ,:/ 

How, noble archer I do thy wanton arrows fly; 
At all the game that does but crofs thine eye j 

Shoot, and fpare not, for I fee 
Thy founding quiver can ne'er emptied be : 
Let Art ufe method and good-huibandry. 
Art lives on Nature's alms, is weak and poor $ 
Nature herfelf has unexbaufted flore^ 



Wallows 
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Wallows in wealth, 'asd runs a turning mafze^ 

That no vulgar eye can trace. 

Art^ inftead of mounting high, 
Ahout her humble food does hovering fly ; 
Like the ignoble crow> rapine and noife does love 3 
Whilft Nature, like the facred bird of Jove, 
Now bears loud thunder ; and anon with (ilent joy 

The beauteous Phrygian boy 
Defeats the ftroftg, o'ertakes the flying prey. 
And fometimes baiks in th* open Aames of day j 

And fometimes too he ihrowds 

His foaringvwings among the clouds. 

leave, wanton Mufe I thy roving flight ; 
To thy loud ftring the well-fletcht arrow put j 
Let Agrigentum be the Butt, 
And Theron be the White. 
And, left the name of verfe fliould give 
Malicious men pretext to mifbelieve. 

By the Caftalian waters fwear 
(A facred oath no poets dare 

To take in vain. 
No more than Gods do that of Styx prophane)^ 

Swear, in no city e'er before, 
A better man, or greater-fbulM, was born ; 
Swear, that Theron fure has fworn 
No man near him ihould be poor; 
Swear, that none e'er had fuch a graceful art 
Fortune's free gifts as freely to impart. 
With an unenvious hand, and an unbounded heart. 

But 
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Bnt in tins tEairkleft world the gtvnt 

Arc envied cv'n by the receiwrs t 

*Tis now the cheap and frugal fafliton, 
Jlatfaer to hide, than pay, the obligation i 

)Jfty, 'tis much worfe than fo ^ 

It now an artifice does gvow^ 

Wrong9 and outr^es to do. 

Left men fliould think we owe. 
Such monfltr9» Themn 1 has thy virtoft found : 

But all the malice they profefs. 

Thy fecure honour cannot wound $ 
For thy vaft bpuntiet are fo numberklsy 
That them or to conceal, or elfc to tell. 

Is equally impoffible ! 



THE 
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THE FIRST NEME^AN OUli OF 
PINDAR. 

Chromius, tke ibii of Agefidanlws, ^ youBg gentlemail 
of Sicily^ is celbbnited for faaviiig won die prist of 
the chariot-race in the Nemasiii gamed (a feltmnitjr 
instated firft to celebrate the frnwial of OpIieltet» 
as is at large defcribtd by Statiusf and dftsrwards 
continutd every third year, ^th an extraordinary 
conflux of aQ Gseece^ and with iiKiedcbk honour t6 
the conquerora in all the excrcifb there pra^fed) 
upon which ooeafiaa the poet begins with the co«»* 
mendation of his country, which I take to have been 
Ortygia (ai^tAind betbnj^g t9 Sicily, and Upaft of 
Syracuie, bcdng joined to it by a. bridgie} thaogh the 
title of the Ode call him JBtaxaxk CbromiuSj perhaps 
hecaufe he was made govemos of that town by Hie- 
ron. From thence he falls into the praife of Ouni'^ 
mius's perfon, which he dnws from his great en- 
dowments of mind aadbodyy and moSt eipectally from 
his hofpital]^, and the worthy nfe of his richel. If 9 
likens his beginning to that ef Hercules ; and^ accord- 
ing to his ufual manner of being ttanfporttd with an^ 
good hint that meets him m his wajit, palfing into a 
digreffion of HercoleSt and his flaying the two fer- 
pents in his cradle, concludes ^ Ode with that hiftory* 

BEauteous Ortygia! the firft breathingrplace 
Of great Alpheus^ clofe and amorous racet 
Fair Delos* fifter, the child-bed 

Of bright Latona* where flie bred 
3 * Th'ori, 
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Th' original new-moon ! 
Who fiiw'ft her tender forehead ere the horns \rcre 

grown I 
Who, like a gentle fcion newly ftarted out> 
From Syracufa^s fide doft fprout ! 
Thee firft my fopg does greet. 
With numbers fmootfa aiid fleet 
As thine own horfes^ airy feet. 
When they young Chromius' chariot drew. 
And o^er the Nemaean race triumphant flew. . 

Jove will kpprove my fong and me ; 
Jove is concemM in Nemea, and in thee. 

With Jove my fong 5 this happy man. 
Young Chroroius, too, with Jove began j 
From hence came his fuccefs, 
' Nor ought he therefore like it leis. 
Since the hfitt fame is that of happinefs; 
- For whom (hould we efteem above ■ 

f The men whom Gods do love ? 
*Tis them alone the Mufe too does approve. 

Lo { how it makes this vi^lory ihine 
O'er all the fruitful ifle of Proferpine ! 
The torches which the mother brought 
When the rayifli'd maid (be fought. 
Appeared not half fo luight. 
But cafl a weaker light, 
Through earth, and airland feasj and up to th' heavenly 
vault. 

To 
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** To thee, O Proftrpioe I this ide I give," 
- Said Jove^ and, as he laid, 

Smird, and bent hit gracious bead. 
*< And-thoo, O iile !*' faid be, «< for ever thrive, 
*' And keep tlie value of our gift alive t 
" As Heaven with ftars, fo let 
" TbM country thick with towns be At^ 
" And nmnberlefs as ftars ! 
<* Let all the towns be then 
*' RepleniA*d thick with men, 
'* Wife in peace, and bold in wars t 
" Of thouiand glorious towns the nation,. 
^ Of thoufand glorious men each town a oonAellation I 

** Nor let their wariike laurel fcom, 
*^*With the Olympic olive to be. worn, , 
** Whofe gentler honours do fo well the brows of peace* 
« adorirr 

Go to great Syracufe, my Mufe, and' wait- 
At Ohromius* hoipitable gate $ 
*Twi]l open wide to let thee in, 
. When, thy lyre*s voice (hall but begin $ 
Joy, plenty, and free welcome,. dwells within- 
The Tynan beds thou. Ihalt find ready dreft,. 
The ivory |able crowded, with a fcaft » 
The table which, is free for every gucft,. . 

No doubt will thee admit. 
And fe^ more upon. thee, than thou on it*- 
Chffomius and thou. art met aright. 
For, as by. nature thou deft write, 
So he by nature lovcsj and docs by nature fight. 
V^L. !!• ' C ' Nature- 
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Nature herfelf,, vfWt in. tiM< wQipab^^ ^^98^ 

SowM ftrength and beai^ty |hc;»vKh the fofRriag' ipafs,} 

They mov'd thft vital Uimfl iiv ev^ry parta 

And carir.'d thft mrmhert <^ v^th wond^Qu?, a^. 

She iiird his mind HeithcpviD^gfsai^witiiryri^i,^ 

And a vaft bou9ty9;apt.a|i4fiit 
For tlie gr^ dower whidlliFjistlllk^ilW^ t^i^ 

*Tis madnefs Aire trw(}nmi\9' ^!^9fi^ 
And make them ufeleik^ 9» Ja mio^iy. roi^aiq^. 
To lofe th' occafion FiQftiilDe/does alfonil, 

Fame and pMk loTe.t^ ^j^. t 

i£v*n fdrielf-concciiYtog endn 

*Tia wiTec mucK to. hpax^r^p^ friends. 
Though happy mea the^ prefe^i g.'Oo^^ yfyffkfy,. 
Th' unhappy have tlieix:<ili«rQ) ui^f ufi^re hop9^ np4^* 

How early has young Chromius begua 
The race of virtue, and how fwiftly rua^ 

And borne the noble prize away, 
Whilft other youths yet at the ban-icrs'ftay'! 
None but Alcides e'er fet earlier fbrth than be t 
The God, his father's, blood* nought could^reftraia, 

*Twa8 ripe at fii-ft, and did difdain 
The flow advance of dull humanity. 
The big->limb'<l babe in his huge cradle hiy^ 
Too weighty to be rock'd by nurfe's hands. 

Wrapt in purple fwadling-bands- ; 
When, lo i by jealous Juno's fieree commsfidsf 

Two dreadful ferpents come, 
Jlolling and hifling loud, into the room ; 
^ the bold babe they trace their bidden wey f 

Fonh 
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Forth from Atif Uailiitt^fej^'dy^ratl liglifaSJ^g's ;went, 
Their gaping mouA^'ditf^i^til tohguesi life thunder- 

^mk ts^^ zhii^Ttiii^^fi dtopi do^n rfeatf' 

WithfeafiibmeWiicB^'Jtecl • 
About the rcbm, rmli'e irito ccirri^Z-s cr^pt, 

■ Wtaet^ fiicntly tH6}^ iH6ok'^& ^tpt : 
All naked froirf htr l>ed ttt^ Jjalfionate tooiHeif le<t>'d, 

To fave or perifhy v^k' her child ; 
ShetKivMeih And &e ci<^M')' the nlighty infant (toilM ; 
Tlue iriighty iiirfaiit: fteni'dw^U pleased 
At his gay gilded foes j 
JiK^arthtirfjfiofodiKcle^JU^ktD th6 cvaiif rofe; 
With his young vrarHke h«ridt on both he feiz-'d { 
In vain they rag'ti«^ in vahi theyhii^'dj 
In vam their aruKd'taiis they tWift, 
And angfy circlesifiail ilbout'j 
Black bloody and fiery bceatkf, and poifonkwi' fouU Jie 
fqueeaes on If! 

With their drawn fvvords 
In ran AnJphitrytf antl'die Theban lories ; 
With-douli>tIrtg Vi^tJndef/iWd wftte tuoi^bled )<jy, 
TJifcy Mr the onft^tiftg boy 
Laugh, and point downwards to his prey. 
Where, in death's pangs and their o\Vto gor^, they fol/^ 

itigilay; 
Wheft Wlfcf Tirefiafe^ this bcgihiting knew. 
He told with cafe the tMh^t' enfiit j 

C % Fr«M 
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From what monfters be ibould free , 

The earth, the air, andiea } 

What mighty tyrants he (hould ilay. 

Greater monfters far than they } 
How much at Phlsgra*s field the dtfbreft Goda fliould ow^ 

To their great offspring here below ^ 
And how his club (hould there outdo . 
Apollo^s filver bow, and his own father^s thunder too« 

And that the grateful Gods, at laft. 
The race ofhis laborious virtue paft. 

Heaven, which he fav'd, (hould to him give } 
Where, marry*d to eternal youth, he (hould for ever 

live i 
Drink neaar virith the Gods, and all his fenfea pleale. 
In their harmonious, golden palaces } 

Walk with ineiFable delight 
Through the thick groves of never-withering lights 
And, as he walks, affiight 
The lion a^d the bear. 
Bull, centaur, fcorpion, a^J the radknt monfters there. 

THE PRAISE OF PINDAR. 

In imitation of H a R a c B ' s fecond Ode, B. IV« 

" Pindarum quif%«i« ftudet asmulari, &c..** 

PI N D AR is imitablc by none ^ 
The Phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone^ 
Who e'er but Daedalus with waxen wings could fly. 
And neither (ink too low nor foar too high f 

What 
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WBat cottldiie ^Nto followed ctiim, ' 
Bat of vain boldnefi the iinfia|»py ftine» ' 

And hf fait fall a fta to nadne ?* 

Pindar^s unnavigable- ftng- 
like a fwoln flood from fome fteep mountain poisn ah>»g ; 

TJie ocean meets with ibcb a voices > 

From his enlarged mouth, as drowns, the ooean*ft noife» 

... « 

So Pindar docs new wditts *mt& Ugatf roll 

Down his impetuovs ditbyrambic tide^ 

Which in no channel deigns t^ abides 
Which neither banks nor dylcee control » 
IVhetber th* immortal Xjods he iings. 
In a no lefs tmmidrdal ftrain. 

Or die great a£ls of Qod*rdefctnded kings, 

Who in his numbers fliU §aihnf& tttd reign ; 
Each rich-embcoiderM.linjki, 
Which their triump^ntbrows aronnd» ' 
By his facred hand is bb«md, 

I>oes all their ftarry diadems oudhine^ 

Whether at Pifa^s race he pleafe 
To carre in poltfhM verfe the conqneror^s images | 
Whether the fwift, the ikilful, or the ftrong. 
Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigorous Ccm^ ; 
Whether fome brave young man^s untimely fete, * 
In words worth dying for, he celebrate— 

Such mournful, and fuch pleafrng Words', 
Ai joy to* hss mother^f and his miftrefV grid affords— 

C i He 
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He bid^ Un liye. i»i4 gnrtr. ia fl«iiB ) 

Among tibLtJ^^ ]^ l^ii^g bi^ ^ftlW * . v 
The grave can but tjif .rfrrfs rfJbim ^eH0ifr> - 
So fmall is Death^s, (oj^ruti\hef^i'$, pOMtci 

L09 bow tV ob£K)iuauf »9nd> and-.fweliii^ anr» 
The ThdiaAfwan docs, upwards ^car - 

Into the walks of clouds, where he does play. 

And with exteivieA wi)ig«r«pe»r Us liquid va^! 
Whilft, als),s t my ti9noroit& Mnfe 
Unamibitious tcacks purfties'^ '' 

Dees with weaky QobaiJaft wings, 
Abou^ the mofly bitooktjmdrpringa, - ' 
About the trees^ new-lifaifibm*d head«> 
About ^ gardens* painted beds, 
Aboiyt the ficids and4oi»eiy meads. 
And all inferior beauteous tlnngs, 

Like the laboridtai bee, 
For little drops of honey flee, 

And there with humye Aweets contents her ind«fky* 

NO T winds to voy^igers 2.% fea^ 
Nor ihowers to earth, more neceiTary l^e 
(Heaven's vital feed caft 011 the woml^ of ea«it]| 
To give the fruiftful yev a birtfc) 
Tbasi Verfe to Virtue j wfauch can da 
The midwife's ofiicc and the QUjrfe*s too i 

3 I 
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It feeds it ftrongly^ and it clothe* it gay. 
And, when it die*, with comely pride 

Embalms it, and ere£ls a pyramid 
That never will decay 
Till heaven itfelf fhall melt away, 

And nought behind it flay. 

Beg^n the fbng, and ftiikf the living lyre ; 

Lo ! how the years to come, a numerous and well-fitte<I 
quire, . 

All hand in hand do decently advance. 

And to my fong with fmooih and equal meafures ^ance ! * 

Whilft the dance lafts, how long foe'er it be, . , 

My muiic*s voice mall bear it company $ 
Till all gentle notes be drowned 
In the laft trumpet's dreadful found : 

That to the fphe'res tVemfelVes fhall filencc bring, 
Uhturte the univerftl ftrlng ; 
Then all the wide-extended Iky, 
And all th* hanAoiiidus \fr6i^Ids on tiigfi. 
And Virgil's facred wdric, fhall die ; 

And he himfelf fhall fee in one fire fhine 

Kich Niie«li^'% ificiaic iTfc^, thoi^ btrilt'b^ hands i 
divine* 

Whom thundev"^ dMriftl ftdife, 
^-aU ^t prO)9hi^9 abd apD^es lotider f^akt^ 
And all the «»Mibkre^ phiki cohfpirmg votce^ 
Could not, whilfl they liv'd, awake, 
^ This mightier found fhall makt 

C4 When 
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Whendeadt' arifej' 
And open tombs, and opeft eyes, ' * 

To the long fluggai-ds of five thoufand years ! ; 
This mightier found /hail make its hearers ears. 
Then (hall the fcatterM atoms crowding come 
Back to their ancieiit' home ; 
Some from birds, from fifhes fome; 
Some from earth, and fome from feas | 
Some from 1>ea(l8, and fome from trees | 
Sbirie defcend from clouds on high. 
Some from metals upwards fly, 
Andj where tV attending foul naked and fhivering 
ftands. 
Meet, falute, and join their hands ; 
As difpers'd foldiers, at the trumpet'« call, 
Hafte to their colours all. 
Unhappy moft, like tortur'd men, 
Their joints new fet, to be new-rack'd again. 

To mountains they for (belter pray. 
The mountains (hake, and run about no leis confused 
than they, . 

Stop, ftop, my Mu(e I allay, thy vigorout lif aC, , 

Kindled at a hint fo great } 
Hold thy Pindaric Pegafus clofely in. 

Which does to rage begipr. 
And this fteep hill would gallop up with Tioleiit co«r& $ 
^Tis an unruly and a hard-mouthed horle, 

, Fierce 
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Fierce and unbroken yet, 

Impatient of the fpur or bit $ 
Now prances ftately, and anon flies 6*tr the place | 
DifdaiBS the fennle law of any fettled pace, 
Confcious and proud of his own natural force* 

'Twill no unlkilfui touch endure. 
But flings writer and reader too, that fits not Aire, 

THE MUSE, 

GO, the rich chariot inftaiitly«prepare| 
The Qgeen, my Mufe, will take the air i 
Uanily Fancy with ftroag Judgment trace | 
Put in nimbfo-footed. Wit, 
Smooth-pac'd Eloquence join with it { 
Sound Memory widi young Invention place | 

Hamefs all the winged race. 
Let the poftillion Nature mount, and Jet 

The coaduaan Art be iet^ 
And let the airy footmen, running all befide. 

Make a long row of goodly pride, 
FigoRs, Conccot^, Raptures, and Sentences^ 

In a well-worded drefs $ i^Y^h 

And innocent Loves, and pleaflmt Truths, and tiibfsl 
In all their gaudy liveries. 
Mount, glorious Queen I thy travelliag throne, 

. And bid it to put on $ 
For loi^t though chearful, is the way, 
And life, alas 1 alloiws but one ill winter*s day. 

Where 
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Where never faot of inan> or hoof of bi^aft* 
The paffage prefs'd J 
Where never liih did fJy, 
And with 'fliort Tilver wings cut the lo^ fltjulitf fky ;. 

Where bird with painted oars dJd he*er 
Row through ^e tractilefs ocean of th^'ail*.; 
Where never yet did pry 
The bufy morning^& curious eye ; 
The wheels ssf thy bold toach psfs guiq^ and fi^e, . 
And all *s.an open road to thee ! 
. Whatever <Jod did^Say, 
Is all .thy "phah cmd fmooth HaintamiffMl l^my I 
Nay, ev*n b^jfondliM ^works tliy vc^yagei^^^nc ksowfi^. 

Thou 'haft thoufand wtn-lds ti»d-^1liiiic'0Wn. 
Thou rpeak*^^ gifest <J)tteen 1 in tbeifamcii^yis as He $ 
And a nfw wicfrld iisxp^ forth wfacftt ^Anm ^fii$, . ^ iJcX 
" it be." 

t T 

Thou fathom'ft the deep j^FFof ag<i$ pi#, 

And canft phitk tip with eafe • ' 
The years which thou doft "pieafe 5 
Iiike ihipWTCckM treafures, by Jnri&twnpfcfU c^^ 

Long fince into the Tea, 
•Brought up again to figRiandpuMeife^^HWtei ' 

Nor. doft thou only dive lb l^oWy. 
SNit fry 
With an unwearied wing the dttlfef ^y lAi ygli> 

Where Ffttes among ^befftW^-A^^gftlw^f 

Thsre. 
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There into the clofe nefts of Time doft peep» 

And thei:c, yrith j^icrcing ^'e. 
Through the firm (hell and the thick white» doft fyf 

Years to come a-formi^g lic^ 
Clofe in their facred feciindhie adeepi 

Tilly hatchM bj the fun*9 vit^ heat. 

Which o>r them yet 4oea broodivg Sstf . 

They life and modon get. 
And, ripe at laft, with vigorous fiught 
Sreak through the (hell, andjtake their ercrlaftipg fight I 

And fure we nwy 
The fame too of the pceient Cufg 
If paft and future tif^es dp thee obey^. 

Thou ftop'ft this current^ 9b4 4^ lIMfce 
This running river fettle like 9. Itike |. 
Thy certain hapid hMf^ ^i t)^ %f)«iy 6^iat\ 
. The fruit whi^h dpm fo ^ckly vvftAe^ 
Men fcarce can fee it^ iftuph Mi t^fy^ 
Thou comfiteft in fweets to make it Iaft» 
Thffr fhinifig pieoe of ice» 
Which melts fo foon away 
Wkh die Ain's rey, 
Thy verfe does folidftt* and ctyftalil««> 
Till i|*a laftiiig mirror be 1 
Nay, thy immertal rhyme 
Makes this one fftort point of thne 
To fill up half the orb of rouml eternity. 
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TO M R. H O B B E S. 

It ^ AST bodies of pbilofophy 
^ I oft have feen and read j 

Btrt all are bodies dead» 
Or bodies by art fafliioned ; 
I never yet the living foul could fee. 

But in thy books and thee I 
• ' -^Tis only God can know 
Whether the fair idea thou doft fhow 
Agree intirely with his own or no. • 

This I dare boldly tell, 
'Tis fo like truths *twill ferve our turn as well, 
Juft, as in' Nature, thy proportions be, 
As full of concord their variety. 
As firm the parts upon their centre reft, 
And all fo folid are^ tteit they, at leaft 
As much as Nature, emptinefs deteft. 

Long did the mighty Stagyrite retain 
The univerfal intelleftual- reign. 
Saw his own country^s (hort-liv'd leopard ilaiki j 
The ilronger Roman eagle did out-fly, 
Oftener renewed his age, and faw that die. 
Mecca itfelf, in fpite of Mahomet, pofTeft, 
And, chacM by a wild deluge from the £aft. 
His monarchy new planted in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one place : 
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So did this noble cmpune waftct. 

Sunk by dtgjcan from glories paft. 
And in the fchool-men^s hands it periJbM quite at laft i 

Then nought but words it gcew. 

And thofe all barbarous too i^ 
Itperifh*d» ai^d it vaniflvM there,. 
The life and £bul» breath'd out, became but empty till t 

The fields^ which aafwerM well the ancients* plou^h^ 
Spent and out-worn, return no hanreft now ) 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie^ 

And boall of paft fertility,. 
The poor relief of prefent poverty. 
Food and fruit we now muft want,^ 

Unlefs new lands we plant. 
We (ireaktup tomb^ with faccilegious hands. ^ 

Oid mbbiih we remove $ 
To walk in n^ins, like vain ghofts, wc lovcj^ 
And with fond divining wands. 

We fearch. among th^e disati 

For treafmres buried ^ 
Whilft mn the liberal earth does hold 
So many virgin-mines of undiicoKct'd gold.. 

The, Baltic, i:.u3(Line> and the Cafjjian,, 
And flender«lirabM Mediterranean, 
Seen\ nan;ow creeks, to thee, and only fit 
For the poor wretched fijhcr-boata of wit j; 
Thy nobler vef&l the vafl: ocean tries, 

. And nothing foest bnt. &m and^iUes,, ^ 

Till 



d by Google 



Till unknowft rtrg**i«^it «!eferid#^ 
Thou great Ccfl^ttilHii-of dM §Mtea IsnlM «fn^ pki* 
i' foftj^Bfcftr ■ 

Thy u(k WM ksuklBr imioli? ^hlfeia Ilk' ; 

For thy leanfd Artteri^ U' ■■ 

Not only found-e^ ^ft ^f tlfe^^ 
sAitfd r«My l^f¥ ti> future induftry | 

But thy eloquence and thy wit, 
Htts plsttady peopli^d; ^o^lt^ BXi^'Ah^^i k^- 

I little tftdught befort 

(Nor, being my own felf fo poor,' 

Could comprehend fo vaft a ftbrt) 
That all the^wattlrobe of ricfrEloiqu^rici 

Could hav« afforded half enough. 

Of bright, of nevi^, aiidMafti^g ftuff,- 
To cloathe the mighty limbs- of thy gigtWtifc ftufc. 
Thy folid reafon; lifct tfic fliidd frbixi'htiavtn- 

To the Troijan hero given. 
Too $rong to take a ntta% from any mortal dart. 
Yet fhines with gold and gems' ih every part,- 
And wonders oit itgi^a^'dby the Iteam'd hand- of Art ! 

A fliield^ that gives defight 

Ev'n to the enemies' fight. 
Then, when they 'r© toe to lofe the coi«bat by *t. * 

Nor can the friow, which now cdtd'Agt dikt fttid* 

Upon thy r^crttid headi 
Quench or allay ther iic^le ftrti within \ 

JSutdl iRrfaichthou halt been. 



d by Google 



And all tkat Youth can b«» thoik *it j^> 

So fiilly ftill doft thou. 
"Edjoj the maoliotd and th&bloa«i of Wiv ^ 

Aod all the natural hfat» hutaottber fever loo ! 
So contraries on ^tna*& ta^ cooipirei 
Bere howryiirodii, and by. them tMieaks*out Em i 
A feevurr ye%qr 4jhe DrilhM Mghboucs keoptj 
Th\tmboyfik^r8(9w^9QXtt«thefias^dQe«4^ 

Andy, if -we weighs like thee. 

Nature diod' Cau£b$» we fliall fee 

That thus it needs mud be- 
To things inimprtj^t. Time can do no wrong, 
And that wihich never is to die, forever muft be yovng. 



DESTINY. 

** Hoc ^uoque Fatale eft fie iplum expended Fatum.'** 

Ma nil; 

STtange and unnatural*! let^s {tuy and fbe 
This pageant of a prodigy. 
Lo, of themfelves Ih* enlivened Cheft-men movel 
•Lo, the unbred, ili-organM'pietes prove 
As fiiU ofl art. and induflry^ 
Of courage and of policy^ 
ki we ourfelves) whothink tbtR*«.nDliiMgiMielXxtwe I 
Here a proud- Paiwa I admire, 
(Htti} iKU advancing* hi^^iesv 

At 
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At top of all became 

Another thing and name $ 
Here I *m amaz^'d' at th* afHons of a Knight, 

That does bold wonders in the fight i 

Here I the lofmg party blame,^ 

For thofe ialfe Moves that break the Gatne^^ 
That to their Grave, the Bag, the conqtierM Pieces bring 
And-» 'above all, tb' ill^condua of tfaeMated King, 

** Whatever thefe.fefim, whatever philofopHy 

" And fenie or reafon tell," faid I, 
^ Thefe things have life, ele^Ubn, liberty ; 

** 'Tis their own wifdom moulds their ftate, 

«* Their faults and virtues make tHeir fate; 

« They do, they do," faid I j but ftrait 
Lo! from my enHghtenM eyes themiils and fliadovrs fell 
That hinder fpints from being viHble $ 
And lo !.I faw two angels playM the Mate.. 
With man, aks I no ctherwife it proves $ 
An unfeen hand makes all their Moves ; 

And fame are |^eat,,and.fome are fmall. 
Some climb to good, fome from good -fortune fall ;, 

Some. wife-men,, and fome fools, we call j 
Figures, alas ! of fpeech,. for, Deftiny plays us all. 

Me from the womb the midwife Mufe did take i 
She cut my navel, wa/h*d me, and mine head. 

With her ovm hands ihe fafliioned i 

She did a covenant with me make, 
And circumcisM my fender foul,, and thiMh fhe fpake t 

••Thou; 
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""f* Thou of my church ihalt be 5 
<* Hate and jtnonnce** fai4 ih^ . 
^^ Wealth, bonour>,pieafures, all the world, for me. 
^* Thou neither g^at at^Durt, tior in the war> 
" Nor at th^ exchange, ihalt be, qor st tbe ^wavgling 
^< Content tbyfelf with the fiiiall barren praifCf [bar s 
•« That negleaed vcrfe doea raifc.^' 
She fpake, and all my years to come 
Took their nniuclcy doom. 
Their feveral ways of life let others chufe^ 

Their feveral pleafures let them ufe. 
But I was bom for Love, and for a Mufe* 

With Fate what boots it to contend ? 
^uch I began, fuch am, and fo muft end. 
The ftar that did my being frame. 
Was but a lambent flame, 
And fome fmall light it did difpenfe. 
But neither heat nor influence. 
No matter, Cowley ! let prOUd Fortune fee. 
That thou canft her de4>ife joo left than ihe does tlise* 
Let all her gifts the portion be 
Of Folly, Luft, and Flattery, 
Fraud, Extortion, Calumny, 
Murder, Infidelity, 
Rebellion and Hypocrify ; 
I)o thou not grieve, nor blufli to 1)6, 
As all th' infpired tuneful men. 
And all thy great forefathfirs, wete^ frdm Hof&erdbwfi» 
to Ben. 4 

Vol. II. D BRUTUS. 
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BRUTUS. 

Excellent Brutris ! of all buman race 
The beft, till Natnre was improvM by Grace j 
Till men abore themfelveft Faith raifed more 

Than Reafon above btafts before. 
Virtue was thy lifers centre, and from thence 
Pid filently and conftantly difpenfe 

The gentle, vigorous influence 
To all the wide and fair circumference $ 
And all the parts upon it leanM fo eaiily^, 
Obey'd the mighty force fo willingly. 
That none could, difcord or diforder fee 

In all their contrariety ; 
Each had his motion natural and free. 
And the whole no more mov'd than the whole world 
could beL. 

From thy ftri6^ rule fome think that thou didft fwerve 
(Miftaken, honeft m^n \yin Cacfar's blood ; 
What mercy could the tyrant*s life deferve. 
From him who kill'd himfelf, rather than ferve ?- 
Th* heroic exaltations of Good 

Are fo far from underftood, 
We count them Vice i alas! our fight *s fo ill. 
That things which fwifteft move feem to ftand ffiU :- 
We look not upon Virtue in her height, 
te iier fupretneidca* brave and brighti 

In the original light | 

But 
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BM as ber beams refleded pafs 
Through our own Nature or Ill-cuftom*8 glaf^ s 
And *tis no wonder, ib. 
If with deje£ked eye 
In ftanding pools we feek the iky. 
That ftarsy fo high abovei ihould feem to us below» 

Can we ftand by and fee 
Our mother robb'd, and bound, and ravifli'd be. 

Yet not to her ailiftance ftir, 
PleasM with the ftrengtfa and beauty of the ravlfher }• 
Or fliall we fear to kill him, if before 

The cancelM name of friend he bore ? 
Ittgrateful Brutus do they call I 
Ingrateful Caefar, who could J^ome enthrall ! 
An ad more barbarous and unnatural 
(In th* exaft balance of true virtue tiy'd) 
Than his iucceflbr Nero^s parricide ! 

There 's none but Brutus could deferve 

That aJL men elfe Should wiih to ferve, 
And Cxfar^s ufurp*d place to him ihould proffer f , 
None can deferve 't but he who would refufe the oiFcr- 

111 Fateaffum'd a body thee t' affright, 
An<t wrap'd itftlf i' th' terrors of the night. : 
" I '11 meet thee at Philippi," faid the fprite 5 
" I '11 meet thee there," faidft thou, 
With Rich a voice, and fuch a brow. 
At put the trembling ghoft to fudden flight ; 
It vaniihidy as a taper*s light 
Goes out when %if it» appeac in Hght*. 
'■ ' \ D > One 
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One would have thought ^t htaisd^e xnorniBg ctom^ 

Or <oen her wdl-Appbinted ftar 
Come marching Up the Eaton hill afar. 
Kor durft it in Philippics field appear^ 

But unieen attacked thee thefe s 
Had jt p»fUfii*d in any (hape thee to oppofe^ . - 
Thou would*ft have forcM it back Up«A thy foesss 

Or flaia *t, like Cae(ar, Uipoigh it be 
A conqueror and a monarcfi mightier far than he* 

What joy can hurhan things to-ws affordy 
When we fee perifh thus, by odd events, 

111 men, and wretched accidents. 
The bed caufe and beft man that ever drew afword t 

When we fee 
The falfe O^lavius and wild Antony, 

God-like Brutus ! conquer thee ? 
What can we fay, but thine own tragic word-*- 
That Virtue, which had worihip'd been by thoe 
As the moft'folid Good, and greateft Deity, 

By this fatal proof l)ecamc 

An idol only, and a name. 
Hold, noble Brutus ! and reftraia 
The bold voice of thy generous diiddin t . 

Thefe mighty gulphs are yet 
Too deep for all thy judgment and thy wit. 
The time 's fet forth already which fliall queH 
•^tiff Reafon, when it offers to rebel $ 

Which thefe great fecrets (hall uafeal> 

And new philgiipphiM f Cfwl i .....> 

5 <lfcw 
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A few years more, fer'fbon hadft thou not dyM^ 
Would have, co-founded hannm Virtue*8 pride^ 
A^^ew*d thee a God cnicifyM. 



TO DR. SCARBOROUGH^ 

HOW loDgy ala» ! hat oor mad nation b«e» 
Of epidemic war the tragic fcene^ 

When- Slaughter all the while 
SeemM like its fea, embracing round the tflei 
With tempefts, and red waves^ noife, and aflEright f 
Albion no more, nor to be namM from white ! 
What province or what city did it fpare ? 
It, like a plague, infe^led all the air* 

Sure the unpeopled land 
Would now untilPd, deferti and naked ftand^ 

Had God*s all-mighty hand 
At the fame time let loofe Dileafes* rage 

Their civil wars in man to wage* 

But thou by Heaven wert fent 

This derolation to prevcrtt, 
A medicine^ and a counter-poifon, to tHe age. 
Scarce could the fword difpatch more to the grave 

Than thpu didft fave 5 
By wondrous art, and by fuccefsful care, 
The ruins of a civil war thou doft alone repair I . 

The inundations of alUi^id Pain, 

And deluge Dropfy, thou doft drain. 

D J. Fever»,r 
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Fevers, fo hot that one would fay 
Thou might^il as foon hell^'fires allay 
(The damnM fcarce more incurable than theyj 
Thou doft fo temper, that we find. 
Like goldy the body but reAn*d, 
No unhealthful drofsb^hind^ 
The fubtle Ague, that for furenefs* fake 
Takes its own times th* aflault to make. 
And at each battery the whole fort does ihake. 
When thy ftrong guards, and works, it fpiec. 

Trembles for itfelf, and flies. 
'The cruel Stone, that reftlefs pain. 
That *8 fometimes rollM away in rain, 
Sut ftill, like Syfiphus^s ftone, returns again. 
Thou break*ft and meheft by leamM juices* force 
(A gi*eater work, though fliort the way appear, 
Tiian Hannibal'*8 by vinegar !) 
OppreiTed Nature's necefTary courfc 
It ftopsnn vain $ like Moies, thou 
Striken but the rock, and ftrait'the waters freely •flow. 

The Indian Ton of Luft (that foul difeafe 

IVhich did on this his new-found world but lately 

feize. 
Yet Jince a tyranny has planted "here, 
Af wide and cruel as the Spaniard there) 

Is,fo quite rooted-out by thee. 

That thy patients feem to be 
Xeftor'd not to health only, but ?irgintt)e« 



Thf 
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Tbe Plague itfelf, that proud imperial ill, 
^%Vhich dtftroys townsy and docs whole armies kill» 
If thou but fuccpur the befieged heart. 
Calls all its pqifons forthi and does depart. 

As if it feared no lefs thy art, 
Tlian Aaron> incenfe, or than Phineas* dart# 
VThat need there here repeated be by me 

The vail and barbarous lexicon 
Of man-s infirmity } 
^ At thy ftrong charms it muft be gona 
OThough a difeafe, as well as deril, were called Legigi}* 

From creeping roofs to foaring cedar thou 
]>oft all the powers and feveral portions know, 
"Which father- Sun, and mother-Earth below. 

On their green infants here beftow : 
Canft all thofe magic virtues from them draw. 

That keep Dif^e and Death in awe } 
'Who, whilft thy wondrous ikill in plants they Cee, 
Fear ikft the tree of life fhould be found out by thee* 
And thy well-traverd knowledge, too, does give 
No lefs account of th^ empire fenfitive { 

Chiefly of man, whofe body is 
• That aftive foul's metropolis. 
As the great artift in his fphert of glafs 
Saw the whole fcene of heavenly motions pafs $ 
o Jiou know'ft all fo well that *8 done within. 
As if fdme living cryftal man thou ^dft feen» 

. . P4. Nor 
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Nor <Ioe» thi» fcitncc mal:e' diy crown aione^ 

But whole Apollo is thine own ; 
His gentles artiy beIoT*d in vain by me* 

Are wedded and enjoyed by thee. 

Thov *]t by this nobfe an^f urr^o 
From the phyfician«* froqptmt nakdy^ 

FantafHc incifility t 
There are who all their patieou* chagrin haver 
As if they td6lc each niom vmtfk potions than tlKy gave# 
•And thi^ great race of learning thou haft run. 

Ere that of life be half yet done ; 

Thou fee'ft thyfelf ftill freffi and ftrongj 

Arfd like t' enjoy thy conqHefts long. 
The firft'famM aphorifm thy great mafter fpoke. 

Did he live now he would revoke. 

And better things of man report ; 
For thou doft make Life long, and Art but fhort. 

Ah^ learned friend ! it grieves me, when I thinly . 
That thou with all thy art nm& die. 
As certainly as I ; 
And all thy nol)le reparations fink 
Into the fure-wrought mine of treacherous mortality. 
Like Archimedes, honourably in vain. 
Thou hokl^ft out towns that mufl: at laft be ta^en. 
And thou thyfelf, their gre»t defender, (lain.- 
Let 's e'en compound^ and for the prelent livcy ■ 
.^Tit all the ready-money Fate can give j 

• ' TJnbencf i 
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Unbend fometimes thy rcftlefs earc. 

And let thy friends fo happy be 

T* enjoy at once their health and thee : 
Some hours', at lealt, to thine own pleafures fpare s 
Since the whole ftock may foon exhaufted be>. 

Bcftow 't not all in charity. 
Let Nature and let Art do what they pleafe. 
When all *$ done. Life is aa incurable difeale* 



, VI F E AND FAME. 

OH, Life ! thou Nothing's younger brother ? 
So like, that one might take one for the other l" 
What 's fomebpdy, or nobody ? 
In all tke'cobwebs of the fchoolmen's trade. 
We no fuch nice diftinftion wdven fee. 

As ""tia " ta be," or " not fo be.'* 
Dream of a (hadow f a reflexion made 
From the falfe glories of the gay- refle6lcd havr^ 

Is a more foVid thing than thou. 
Vain, weak-built ifthmus, which doft' proudly rife 
*• Up betwixt two eternities ! 
Yet canft nor wave nor wind fuftain, 
But, broken and overwhelmed, the endlefs oceans tneet 
again. 

And with what rare inventions do we drive 
Ourfelv^s thenlg Airvive ? 

t / * Wife^ 
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Wife, fubtle arts, and fuch as well befit 

That Nothing Man^s no wit I— 
'Some with vail coftly tombs would purchafe it. 
And by the proofs of death pretend to live. 

*^ Here lies the great"'— falfe marble ! where ? 
^Nothing but fmall and fordid duft lies there.— 
-Some build enormous mountain-palaces. 

The fools and architefts to pleafe j 
A lafting life in well-Tiewn ftone tliey rear t 

So he, who on th' Egyptian Ihore 
Was flain fo many hundred years before. 
Lives ftill (oh Life I moft happy and moft dear ! 
Oh Life ! that epicures envy to heart) 
Ljves in the dropping ruin* of his amphitheatre. 

His father-in-law an higher place does claim 
In the feraphic entity of famej 
He, iince that toy his deaths 
Boes fill all mouths, and breathes in all men^s breatk* 
*Tis true, the two immortal fyllabks remain | 
But oh, ye learned men ! explain 
What eflence, what exigence, this. 
What fubftance, what fubfiftence, what hypoftafis^ 

In fix poor letters is ! 
In thofe alone does the great Caefar live, 

^Tis all the conquered world could give. 

We Poets, madder yet than all. 
With a refin'd fantaftic vanity. 
Think we not only have, but give, eternity. 

Fain would I fee that prodigal^ 
. Wh^ 
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TVho his to-in€frrow would beftow^ 
Tor all old Homer*s life, e*er fince he dy*dy till iiow4 

THE EXTASY. 

I Leave mortality, and things below ; 
I have no time in compliments to wafte^ 
Farewell to* ye all in hafte. 
Tor I am call'd to go. 
A whirlwind bears-up my dull feet, 
Tb* officious' clouds beneath them meet; 
And lo ! I mount, and lo ! 
Mow (mall the biggeft parts of earth^s proud title (howl 

"Wliere ihall I find the noble Britifli land ? 
Xo ! I at laft a northern fpeck e/py. 
Which in the Tea does lie. 
And Teems a grain o^ th* fand! 
For this will any (in, or bleed ? 
Of civil wars is this the meed f 
And is it this, alas ! which we 
(Oh irony of words !) do call Great Britaniel 

I pafs by tV arched magazines which hold 
Th^ eternal Rores of froft, and rain, and fnowf 
Dry and fecure I go. 

Nor (hake with fear or cold t * 

Without affright or wonder 
I meet clouds charged with thunder. 
And lightnings, in my way, 
Uke harmleft lambent (ire$ about my temple* j>lay* 
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Now Into' a gsBde Tea of roUtng flame 
I>]i ^ngM» abdiliti mount higher thect^ 

As flames mount up through air t 
So pcffedl, yef fo tame. 
So great, fo pure, (o bright a fire,. 
Was tbat unfortunate defire,^ i .^ 

My faithful bwaft did cover, .,^^ '^'"' 
Then, when I was of late a wretched mortal loveR 

Through fever^l orbs which one fair planet beaiv 
Where I ftehold diftinaiy as I pafs 
The hints of Galileo's glafs, 
I touch at laft the fpanglcd fphere t 
Here all A' extended % 
Is but one galaxy, 

'Tis all fo bright and gay, 
And the joint eyes of night make up a perfc£V day;. 

Where am I now t Angels, and God is here i 
An unexhaufted ocean of delight 
Swallows my fenfes quite. 
And drowns all What, or How, or Where f 
Not Paul, who firft did thither pafs. 
And this great world's Columbus was. 
The tyrannous pleafure could exprefs. 
Oh J 'tis too much for man! but let it ne'er be lefs T 

The mighty* Elijah mounted fo on high. 

That fecond man who leap'd the ditch where all 

The reft of mankind fitlJ*, 

And went not dowrtwardk ta the iky f • 

With* 
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With mudi of pomp and (hftw 

(As cenquerifigr kings in triumph go) 

Did he to heaven approach, jTcoach. 

And wondrous was his way, aad wondrons was his 

Twas gaudy all .; and rich in every part 
Of eflencesy of gems $ and fpirit of gold 
Was its fubftantial mould. 
Drawn forth by chemic angels' art. 
Here with moon-beams 'twas filver'd bright. 
There double-gilt with the fun's light j 
And myftic ihapes cut round in it, 
figures that did tranfcend a vulgar angel's wit. 

The horfes were of temper'd lightning made. 
Of all that in Heaven's beauteous paftures feed 
Thenobleft, fprightful'ft breed j 
And flaming manes^ their necks array 'd: 
They all were fhod with diamond. 
Not fuch as here are found. 

But fuch light folid ones as (hine 
On the tranfparcnt rocks o' th' Heaven-cryftallin«« 

Thus mounted the great Prophet to the flcies j 
Aftonifti'd men, who oft had feen ftai's fall. 
Or that which fo they call, 
Wonder'd from hence to ke onerife* 
The foft clouds melted htm m way $ 
The fnow and frofts whidi in it lay 
Awhile the facred footftcps bore j 
"the whtcH andhorfej' hoofs hizi'd as theypaft them o*er t 
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He paft by th* moon and planets, and did fngbt 
All the world» there which at this meteor gaz*d»' 
And their aftrologers amaz*d 
With th' unexampled fight. 
But where he ftopp'd will ne'er be known> 
Till Phoenix Nature, aged grown. 
To' a better being do afpire, 
And mount hcrfelf, like him, to* eternity in fire,. 



TO THK NEW YEAR. 

GREAT Janus ! (who doft fure my miftrefs view 
With all thine eyes, yet think*ft them all too few) 
If thy fore-face do fee 
No better things prcparM for me. 
Than did thy face behind ; 
If ftill her breaft muft (hut againft me be 
(For 'tis not Peace that temple's gate does bind)';- 
Oh, let my life, if thou fo many deaths a coming find, 

•With thine old year its voyage take. 
Borne down thatftream of Time which no. return can 
make!. 

Alas ! what need I thus to pray ? 
Th' old avaricious yeaF, 
Whether I would or no, will bear 
At leaft a part of me away :. 

His 
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KsweI]-hors*d troops, tbe months, and days, and hourtf 

Though never any-where they iUy» 

Make in their paiTage all their prey | 
The months^ days, hours, that march i* th? rear can fin4 

Nougilt of value left behin«L 
AIL the good wine of life our dnmlcen youth devours | 
Sournefs and lees, which to the bottom fink. 

Remain for latter years to drink i 
tJoti], fome one offended with the tafte, 
TbeTcflel breaks, and out the wretched relics runat lad- 

If then, young Year! thou needft muft come 

(For in Time's- fruitful womb 
The birth beyond its time can never tarry, 

Nor ever can mifcarry) | 
Chufe thy attendants well j for 'tis not thee 

We fear, but 'tis thy company.: 
Let neither Lofs of Friends, or Fame, or Liberty, . 
Nor pinifig Siicknefs, nor tormenting Pain, 
Nor Sadncfs, nor uncleanly Poverty,. 
Be feen among thy trauiu. 
' Nor let thy livery be 
Either black Sin, or gaudy Vanity ; 

Nay, if thou lov^ft me, gentle Year t 
Let not fo much as Love.be. there ; . 
Vain fruitlefs Love, I mean $ for, gentle Year !' 
Although I fear. 
There *s of this caution little need^ 
Yet, gentle Year! take heed 

Bow 
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How thou doft make 
Sucli a miftake : 
Such Love I mean, aIone» 
As by thy cruel predeceflbrs has been Ihown ; 

For, though I have too much caufe to doubt it, 
I fain wotild try for -once if Life am live without itm 

Into the future times why do we pry, 

And feck to antedate our mifery ? 

Like jealous men, why are we longing ftill 

To fee the thing which only feeing makes an ill f 

Tis wel 1 the face is veiPd j for 'twere a fjght 

That would ev*n happieft men affright j 
And fomething fBU they 'd fpy that would deftroy 

The paft and prefent joy. 

In whatfoever charafter 

The book of Fate is writ, 
,''Ti8 well we underftand not tt$ 
AVe Hiould grew mad with little learning there « 
Upon the brink of every ill we did forefee, 

Undecently and foolifhly 
We ihould ftand ihivering, and but flowly venture 

The fatal flood to enter, 
^ince, willing or unwilling, we muft do it. 
They feel leaft cold andpaia wlio plunge at ^nce in to itf 
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LIFE. 

*« Nafcentes Morimur/* Manil* 

W£ '*re ill by thefe grammarians usM ; 
We are abused by words, grofsly abus'd : 
From the maternal tomb, 
Xo the grave's fruitful womb. 
We call here Life ; but Life 's a name 
That nothing: here can truly claim : 
This wretched inn, where we fcarce ftay to balt^ 
We call our dwelling-place j 
We call one ftep a race : 
But angels, in their full.cnlighten'd ftate. 
Angels, who Live, and know what ^tis to Be ^ 
Who all the nonfenfe of our language fee ; 
Who fpeak Things, and our words, their ilUdrawn pic- 
tures, fcorn ; 
When we, by' a fooHfli figure, fay, 
** Behold an old man dead!" then they 
Speak properly, and cry, " Behold a man-child borni"' 

My eyes are open'd, and I fee 
Through the tranfparent fallacy t 
Becaufe we feem wifely to talk 
Like men of buiinefs ; and for bufmefs walk 
From place to place. 
And mighty voyages we take, 
iknd mighty journeys feem to make, 
O^er fea and land, the little point that has no ipace : 
Vol. II. E Becaufe 
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Becaufe we fight, and battles gain ; 
Some captives call, and fay *' the.reft are (Lain :" 
Becaufe we heap up yellow earth, and fo 
Kich» valiant, wife, and virtuous, fbem to grow« 
Becaufe we draw a long nobility 
From hieroglyphic proofs of heraldry. 
And impudently talk of a pofterity, 

And, like Egyptian chroniclers. 

Who write of twenty thoi^fand ye^rs. 

With maravedies make th* account. 
That (ingle time might to a fum amount : 
We grow at laft by cuftom to believe, 

That really we Live : 
Whilft all thefe Shadows, that for Thmgs we take. 
Are but the empty dreams which in Death'*s fleep we 
make. 

But tliefeiantallic errors of our dream 

''Lead us to folid wrong ; 
We pray God our friends* torments to prolong. 

And wtih uncharitably for them 
To be as long a dying as Methuialera. 
The ripcn'd foul longs from his prifon to come j 
But we would feal, z^ fow up, if we could, the wooiV « 
We feek to clofe and plainer up by art 
The cracks and breaches of th^ extended /holl. 

And in that narrow cell 

Would rudely force to dwell 
The noble rigorous bird alieady wiag'd to part, 

THB 
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THE XXXIV** CHAPTER OF THE 
PROPHET ISAIAH. 

A Wake, jnd with attention hear. 
Thou drov\^fy World ! for it concerns thcc pcaj' 5 
Awake, I fay, and liften well. 
To what from God, I, his loud prophet, te]!« 
Bid both the poles fup^^efs their ftormy &oife> 
And bid the roaring fea contain it« voice. 
Be ftilly thou (ea $ be ftill, tho« air and earthy 
Still as old Chao«, before Motien^s birth : 
A dreadfvl hoft of j^gmehts is gone out» 
In ilrength and nvmber more 
Then e'er was raised by God before^ 
To /courge the rebel world, and march it roimd abovt. 

1 Cfx the fword of G^d iH'andiih'd above^ 

And from it ftrea^ift a dLiQiial ray ; 
I fee the fcabbard cali away j 
How red 'anon with Slaughter will it prove ! 

How will it ^eat and veek in blood 1 
How will the icarlet-glutton be o'ergorged with his 

And dev6ur ail the mighty feaii: ! £food> 

Nothing loon but bones will relt, 
God does a foliemu faciiiice prepare » 

E * 'But 
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But not of oxen* nor of rams^ 

Not of kids, nor of their dams. 

Not of heifers, nor of Jambs : 
The altar all the land, and all men in *tthevi6lin»6 are« 
Since, wicked men^s more guilty blood to fpare^ 
The beafts fo long have facrificed been ; 
Since men their birth-right forfeit ftill by fin ; 
*Txs fit at laft beafts their revenge (hould have. 
And facrificed men their better brethren fave. 

So will they fall, fo will they flee. 
Such will the cre^uires^ wild diftra^lion be. 
When, at the final doom. 

Nature and Time fhall both be flain. 

Shall ftruggle with Death*s pangs in vain^ 
And the whole world their funeral pile become. 

The wide-ftretchM fcroU of heaven, which w«& 

Immortal as the Deity think. 
With all the beauteous characters that in it 
With fuch deep fenfe by God's own hand were writ 
(Whofe eloquence, though we underftand not, we ad- 
Shall crackle, and the parts together ihrink [mire) 

Like parchment in a fire : 
Th* exhaufted Oin to th** moon no more (hall lend 5 
But truly then headlong into the fea defcend ; 
The glij^tering hoft, now in fuch fair array. 
So proud, fo well-appointed, and fo gay. 
Like fearful troops in fome ftrong ambufli ta*en. 
Shall fome fly routed, and fome fall flain. 
Thick as ripe fruit, or yellow leaves, in autumn fall« 
With fuch a violent ftonoi as blows down tree and alL 

And 
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And thou, O curfed land 1 
Wiiich wilt not fee the precipice where thou doft Stsaid 

(Though thou ftand^ft jud upon the brink) 
Thou of this poifonM bowl the bitter dregs (halt drint. 

Thy rivers and thy lakes (hall fo 
With human blood overflow. 
That they (hall fetch the flaiightcr'd corpfc awsy, 
Which in tbe fields around iinburied lay, 
And rob the beads and birds to give the fifli their prey : 
The rotting corpfe (hall fo infc£l the air, 
Beget fuch plagues and putrid venoms there, 

That by thine own dead (hall be (lain 
AH thy few living that remain. 
As one who buys, furveys, a ground, 
So the deftroying-angel meafures it around ; 

So careful and fo ftri6l: he is, 
Left any nook or corner he (hould mifs t 

He walks about the peri(hlng nafionj 
Ruin behind him ftalks and empty Defolation. 

Then Ihall tTie market and the pleading -place 

Be choak'd with brambles and overgrown with grafs ; 

The ferpents through thy lireets (hall roll, 
And in thy lower rooms the wolves (Iiall howl. 
And thy gilt chambers lodge the raven and the owl. 
And all the wing'd ill-pmens of the air, 
Though no new ills can be foreboded there : 
The lion then (hall to the leopard fay, 
** Brother leopard, come away ; 
** Behold a land which God has given U3 in prey ! 

E -; «* BehoU 
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^* fiehold a land from whence we fee 

•* Mankind exptth'd» his and our common enemy!'* 

The brother leopard ihakes himfelf, and does not ftay. 

The glutted vultures (hall exped in vain 
New armies to be (lain « 
Shall find at laft the bufinefs done. 
Leave their confumed quarters, and be gone : 
Th* unburied ghofts ihall fadly moan. 
The fatyrs laugh to hear them groan : 
The evil fpirits, that delight 
To dance and reVel in the ma(k of night. 
The moon and ftars, their fole fpedlators, flxall affright i 
Andy if of loft mankind 
Aught happen to be left behind j 
If any relics but remain $ 
They in the dens ihall lurk, beafts in the palaces ihall 
reign, 

THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

IS this thy bravery, Man, is this thy pride ? 
Rebel to God, and flave to all befide I 
CaptivM by every thing I and only free 

To fly from thine own liberty { 
All creatures, the Creator faid, were thine f 
No creature but might fmce fay, " Man is mine." 
In black Egyptian flavery we lie ; 
And fweat and toil in the vile drudgery 



6t 
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Of tyrant Sin J 
To which we trophies rtire» and wear out all out breath 
k building up the monuments of Death $ 
We, the choice race, to God and atigds kin f 
In vain the prophets and apoiUes come 

To call us home, "^ 

Home to the promised Canaan aboTe, 
Which does with nourifliing milk and pieafant honey 

fiow{ 
And even i* th* way to which we fliould be fed 

With angels* tafteful bread t 
But we, alas 1 the ilefli-pots loire. 
We loTC the very leeks and fordid roots below* 

In vain we judgments feel, and wonders feel 
In vain did God to deftend hither deign j 
He was his own ambaifador in vain. 
Our Mofes and our guide himfelf to be I 

We will not let ourfclves to go. 
And with worfe hardenMi hearts do our own Pharaohs 

Ah ! hft at I aft we perifh fo, [grow* 

Think, ftubborn Man, diink of th* Egyptian Prince 
(Hard of belief and will, but not fo hard as thou) $ 
Think with what di'eadful proofs God did convince 
The feeble arguments that human power could fliow | 

Think what pbgues attend on thee. 
Who Mofcs' God doft now rcfufe, more oft than 
Mofes he. 

E4. ««I£ 
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*' If from fome god you come*^ (laid the prottd king 

With half a fmile agd half a frown ; 
" But what god can to Egypt be ttnknown ?) 
*< Whatfign^whatpowerSy what credence,do you bring J** 

<< Behold his feal 1 behold his hand r 
Cries Mofes> and cafts down th* all-mighty wand. 

Th' all -mighty wand fcarce touchM the earthy 

When^ with an undifcemed birth, 

Th* all-mighty wand a ferpent gi*ew^ 
And his long half in painted folds behind him drew^-t 

Upwards his threatening tail he threw) 

Upwards he caft his threatening head-s 
He gap*d and hifs'd aloud. 
With flaming eyes furvcy*d the trembling crowd. 
And, like a badliflc, almoft lookM th' aflembly dead-; 
iiwift fled th' amazed.king, the guards before him fled. 

Jannes and Jambres ftopp'd their flight. 

And with proud words allay'd th' affright. 
*« The-God of flaves," laid they, ** how can he be 
« More powerful than their maftcrs' deity?" 

And down they caft their rods. 
And mutter'd fccret founds that charm the fervile goda. 

The evil fpirits their charms obey. 
And in a fubtie cloud they fnatch the rods away, 
And ferpcnts in their place the airy jugglers lay. 

Serpents in Egypt's monftrous land 
Were ready ftill at hand, 
And all at the Old Serpent's firft command. 

And 
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And they too gap*d, and tbey too hift*d» 
And they tiieir threatening tails did twift { 
'But ftrait on both the Hebrew-ferpent flew, 
Broke both their zSdvt backs, and both it flew. 
And' both almoft at once devoured $ 

So much was over-power'd» 
By God's miraculous creation. 
His fenrant's. Nature's, flight)y-wiioughtandfeebk ge- 
neration i 

On the fam'd'bank the prophets ilood, 
Touched with their rod> and wounded, all the flood ; 
Flood now no more, but a long vein of putrid blood* 

The helplefs fifh were found 

In their ftratige current drown'd : 
The herbs and trees walh'd by the mortal tide 

About it blufh'd and dy'd : 
Th' amazed crocodiles made hafte to ground; 
From their vaft trunks the dropping gore they ifpied. 
Thought it their own, and dreadfully aloud they cried* 

Nor all thy priells, nor thou 

Oh king ! could'ft ever fliow 
From whence thy wandering Nile begins His courfe-^ 
Of this new Nile thou feeft the facred fource ; 

And, as thy land that does overflow. 

Take heed lefl this do fo ! 
What plague more jnft could on thy waters fall ? 
The Hebrew infants* murder fliains them all : 
The kind, inffa-uAing puniihment enjoy 5 -[ftroy. 

Whom the red river cannot mend,'the Red-iea (hall de- 

Tha 
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The river yet gave one inftru6tion mot^ $ 

Andy from tiie rottittg fifli. and unconco£led gorfe 
(Which was bnt water jwft before), 
A bathfbme hoft was quickly made. 

That fcard the banks, and with Kmd noife did M the 
country* invade. 

As Nilus when he quits his facred bed 

(Bnt like a friend he vidts all the land 
With welcome prefents in his hand) 

So did this Living Tide the fields o'erfpread : 
In vain th' alarmed. counti*y tries 
To kill their noifome enemies $ 

From th' unexhaufted fource ftill new recruits arirc. 

Nor does the eartli thefe greedy troops fuifice. 
The towns and houfes they poffefs. 
The temples and the palaces. 
Nor Pharaoh, nor his gods,, they fear j * 
Both their importune croakings hear. 
Unfatiate y£t, they mount up higher. 

Where never fun-born Frog durft to afpire, 

And in the filken beds their flimy members place (, 

A luxury unknown before to all the watery race ! 

The water thus her wonders did produce § 

But both were to no ufe } 
As yet the ibrcerers* mimic pov^r f«rv*d for tXQVitti 
*< Try what the earth will doy'* faid God, aad U ! 

They &xpok tb& eafth a ferXilt blow. 

And 
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And all tihe dttft did ftrait toftir begin j 
One would bare thought fome fudden wind ^ had been ^ 
But lo I *twas nimble life was got within ! 

And al> the little ^rings did move^ 
And every duft did an ai'inM vermin proye^ 
Of an onknowft and new*created kind. 
Such as the ms^-gods could neither make nto And. 
The wretched fiiameful Foe allowM no reft 

Either to man or bieaft. 
Not Pharaoh from th* unquiet plague could- be» 

AVidi all his change of raiments, free i 

Xbe devils themfelves confefs'd 

This was God^s hand ; and 'twas but ]nki 
To puniih thus man's pride^ to puniflt duft with, duft* 

L.O ! the third element does his plagues prepan^ 
And fwarming eloads of infers fill the air } 
Witii (blltn Boife they take their flighty 

And march in bodies infinite ; 
In vain *tis d^ey above, ^tis ftilL beneath.them niglttb 
Of harmful Flies the nations numberleis- 
Compo8*d this mighty m*my*s fpacious boaft } 
Of diiferent mannersi diiFerent languages i 
And diffbrent habits , too, they wore. 

And different arms they bore ; 
And fome, like 8cythians» livM on blood. 
And fome on green, and fome on flowery food ; 
And Accar^n, the iury prince, led on this miOBS haft* 
Houfes fecure not men, the^pulous iU 

Did all the baliftt fill s 

3 The 
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The country all around 
Did with the cries of tortured cattle found | 
About the fields enragM they flew. 
And wiihM the plague that was t* enfue. 

From poifonous. ftars a mortal influence came 

(Thefliingled malice of their flame) i 
A fkilful angel did th^ ingredients take. 
And with juft hands the fad compoAire make» 
And over all the land did the full vial (hake. 
Thirft, giddinefs, faintnefs* and putrid heats. 

And pining pains, and fhivering fweats. 
On all -the cattle, all the beads, did fall j 
With dcform'd death the country's cover'd all. 
The labouring ox drops down before the plow^ 
The crowned vi^lims to the altar led 

Sink, and prevent the lifted blow s 
The generous horfe from the full manger -turns his liead^ 

Does his lovM floods and paftures fcom^ 

Hates the Ihrill trumpet and the horn. 

Nor can his lifelefs noftiil plea(e 
With the once*ravifhing fmell of all his dappled mlAreflfes : 

The ftarving flieep refufe to feed. 
They bleat their innocent fouls out into air 5 
The faithful dogs lie gafping by them there 5 [reed, 
Th' aftoniih'd (hepherd weeps, and breaks his tuneful 

'if hns did the beads for man^s rebellion die { 
God did on man a gentler medicine try. 
And a Difeafe, for Phyfici did apply. 

Warm 
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Warm aihes fom the furnace Mofe* took 2 
The fbrceners did with wonder on him look» 
And finird at th' unacoiftomM fpel]. 

Which no Egyptian rituals tell s 
He fiiogt the pregnant aflies through the air. 

And fpcaks a mighty prayer } 
Both which the miniftering winds anmnd all Egyptbctr* 
As gentle wefteru blafts with downy wings. 

Hatching the tender fprings,. 
To tV unborn buds with vital whifpersiay^ 

" Ye living buds,, why do ye ftay ?" 
The paffionate buds break through the bark their mf.t 
So, wherefoeVr this tainted wind but blew. 

Swelling pains and ulcers grew ;. 
It from the body caird all deeping poiTons out,. 

And to them added new ; 
A noifome fpring of fores, as thick as leaves, did fprout. 

Heaven itfelf is angry next ^ 

(Woe to man, when Heaven is-vext !) 
With fullen brow it frownM, 
And murmurM firft in an imperfe£k found s 

Till Mofes, lifting up his hand, 
Waves the expelled fignal of his wand ; 
And all the ^ll-charg*d clouds in ranged fquadrons 
move. 
And fill the fpacious plains above $ 
Through which the rolling thunder firA. does play^ 
And opens wide the tempeft^s noify way* 

-» Mi 
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Of mooftraiM Hail doof dovrowiurdi ]Miir» 
Such as nc^er winter ytt farangbt fottll^ 
Trom all her ftormy magaziMe of the nortk* 
It all the hcaflt ftod mca abroad did flaj> 
0*er the defaced corpfe, \\ke iQonuinettts> lay ^ 
, T^ howfes and ftrcing»bod^*d trees iti broke^ 
^or aflcM aid from th« thunder's ftroke } 
The thunder but for terror through it ftew» 
Tho hail alone the work could da, 
' The difinal lightnings aJi around, 
4oaie flying tlirough the air, A>me running on the ground. 
Some fwimming o^er the water's face, 
Fiird with bright honor every place : 
T>ne would have thought^ their dreadful day to have feen. 
The very hail, and rain itfelf^ had kindled been« 

The infant com, which yet did fcarce appear, 
EfcapM this general maflacre 
Of every thing that grew. 
And the well-ftorM Egyptian year 
Began to doathe her fields and trees anew. [ble%nr. 

When lo ! a fcorching wind from the burnt countries 
And endlefs legions with it drew 
Of greedy Locufts j who, wherever 
With founding wings they flew. 
Left all the earth depopulate and bare. 
As a Winter itfelf had marchM by there. 

Whate'er.thc Sun and Nile 
G9fe with large bounty to the thankful foil. 

The 
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The wret^bcd pill«^;erf hore away. 
And the whole SuimoM* WM thpsr pceji 

Till Mo^et with a prayt r 
Breath'4 ^orth a violentweftem wiff4y 
Which all thefe living clouds did h^adloofj; itwt 

(No'ftragglcrsleft behind) 
into the purple iea» and there bellow 
On the luxurious fifh a feaft they ne^er did ^now. 
With untaught joy Pharaoh the news does hear. 
And little thinks their fate attends on him and his ib 



What blindncft or what darknefs <Kd there cVr 

Like this undocile king^s appear ! 
What, e'er, but that which now does reprcfent 
And paint the crime out in the puniihment? 
From the deep baleful <aves of hell below. 
Where the old mother Night docs grow-^ 
Subftantial Night, that does difclaim 
Privation^s empty name— • 
Through fecret conduits monftrous fhapes arofe^ 
Such as the fun^s whole force could not oppofe : 
They with a folid cloud 
All heaven's cclipfed face did fiiroud ; 
SeemM, with large wings {pread o'er the fca and earth. 
To brood up a new Chaos's deformed birth. 

And every lainp> ai)d every fire. 
Did at the dreadful fight wink and expire. 
To th* Empyrean fgurce dXL ftrearas of light ieemM to 
retire, 

'The 
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The living men were in thdr ftanding-houles buried jj 
But the long Night no (lumber knows. 
But the (hort Death finds no repofe 1 

Ten thoufand terrors through the darknefs fled. 

And ghofts complainM^ and fpirits muniHiredj. 
And Fancy's multiplying (ight 

View'd all the fcenes invifible of Night* 

Of Gbd'i dreadfulanger thefe 
Were but the firft light fkirmilhes 5 
The ftiock and bloody battle now begins, 
[ The plenteous harveft of full-ripenM fins. 
It was the time when the ftill moon 
Was mounted foftly to her noon. 
And dewy Sleep, which from Night's fecret (prings arofe,j 

Gently as Nile the lai)d o'erflows. 
When lo ! from the high countries of reHned day. 

The golden heaven without allay-— 
Whofe drofs, in the creation purged away. 
Made up the fun's adulterate ray- 
Michael,^ the warlike prince, does downwards fly, . 
Swift as the journies of die fight. 
Swift as the race of light, 
And with, his winged will cuts through the yielding 
fky. I 

He pafs'd through many a ftar, and, as he paft, . 
Shone (like a ftar in them) more brightly there , 

Than they did in their fphere. 
On a tall pyramid's pointed head he ftopp'd at hH, 
And a mild look of facred pity caft 

Down 
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Down on the finful land where he was fentf 

T* infli£l the tardy punifliment. 
«» Ah I yet," faid he, " yet, ftubboro king I repeat* 

<« Whilft thus unarmed I ftand, 
" Evt the keen fword of God fill my commanded band { 
" Sa£Fer but yet thyfelf, and riiine to live « 

<<'Who would, alas ! believe 

<« That it for man/' faid he, 

" So hard to be forgiven (hould be, 
*« And yet for God fo cafy to forgive !" 

He fpoke, and downwards flew. 
And o*er his fliinii^ ibnn a welUcnt cloud he^tbrewf 

Made of the blackeft fleece of Night, 
And clofe-wrought to keep in the powerful light, 
Yet wrought fo fine it hinderM not his flight $ 
But through the key-holes and the chinks of doors. 
And through the narrow^ft walks, of crooked pores^ , 

He paii more fwift. and free,. 
Than in wide air the wanton Pwallows flee. 
He took a pointed Peftilence in his hand j 
The fpirits of thoufand mortal poifons made 

The ftrongly-tempet'd blade. 

The fharpeft. fword that e'er, was laid 
Up in the magazines of God to fcourge a wicked hnd;. 
Through Egypt'a wicked land his march he took. 
And as he march'd the facred firft-born ilrook 

Of eveiy womb 5 none did he fpare, 
None, from the meancft bead to Cenchre's purple heir. 

Voi.. IL. "^ F Th* 
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The fwift approach of endlefs night 
Breaks ope the wounded fleepers' rolling eyes j 
They' awake the reft with dying cries, 
And darknefs doubles the affright j 
The mixed founds of fcatter'd deaths they hear. 
And lofe their parted fouls 'twixt grief and fear. 
Louder than all the flirieking women's voice 
Pierces this chaos of confufed noife j 
As brighter lightning cuts a way 
Clear and diftingui(hM through the day. 
With lefs complaints the Zoan temples found. 

When the adored heifer *s drown'd, ' • 
And no true-mark'd fucceflbr to be found, 
Whilft health and ftrength, and gladncfs, does poffefs 
The feftal Hebrew cottages ; 
The bleft Deftroyer comes not there. 
To interi'upt the facred chear • 
That; new begins their well -reformed year j 
Upon their doors he read and underftood, 

God's proteftion, writ in blood ; 
Well was he fkiird i' th' character Divine 5 
And, though he pafs'd by it in hafte. 
He bow'd and worihipM, as he paft. 
The mighty myftery through its humble fign. 

The fword ftrikes now too deep and near, 

Longer with its edge to play j 
No diligence or coft they fpare 

To hafte the Hebrews now away, 

^ Pharadh 
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Pharaoh himfelf chides their deUy ; 
So kind and bountiful is Fear ! 
But^ oh i the bounty, which to fear we owe« 
Is but like fire ftruck out of done $ 
So hardly g^y and quickly gone. 
That it fcarce out- lives the blow. 
Sorrow and fear foon x^uit the tyi-ant's breaft ; 
Rage and revenge their place poflefsM; 
With a vaft hoft of chariots and of horfe, 
Aad all his powerful kingdom^s ready force. 

The travelling nation he purfues ; 
Ten times overcome, he fiill th* unequal war renews. 
Fiird with proud hopes, " At leaft," faid he, 
" Th' Egyptian Gods, from Syrian magic free, 
** Will now revenge thenifelves and me j 
" Behold what pafslefs rocks on either hand, 
«* Like prifon-walls» about them (land, 
** Whilft the fea bounds their fiight before f 
" And in our injured juftice;tbey ninft find . 
" A far worfe 'ftop than iticks and feas behind { 

*' Which (hall wkh crimfbn gore 
*' New paint the water's name, and double dye the (hore/* 

He fpoke ; and all his hoft 

Approved with ih^uts th* unhappy boaftj 
A bidden wind bore his vain words away, 

And dmwnM them in, the neighbouring /ea» 
No means t' efcape th&faithlefs travellers fpy. 

And, witti degencrous fear to die, . 

Curfe their new-gotten liberty. 
•' _: F % But 
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But the great Guide well kiie«r he led them ngld^ 
And faw a path hid yet from human fight t 
He ftrikes the raging waves, the wafei on esftefer^fide 
Unloofe their clofe embraces, and diride $ 
And backwards prefs, as in ibme foiemn fliow 
The crowding people do 

(Though pft before no fpaoe w»s fetn) 
To let the admired triumph pafs between. 
The wondering army faw on either hand 
The no-]ef8*wondering waves like rocks of dryfal 
ftand: 

They marched betwixt, and boldly trod 
The fecret paths of God. 
And here and there all fcatterM in their way 
The Tea's old fpoils, ^d gaping fiiheSf lay 

Deferted on the fandy plain : 
The fun did with aftoniflunent behold 
The innraft chambers of the openM mzin f 

For, wkatjfoe>r of old 
B3rhis own priefts the poets has been laid. 
He never funk till then into ^e ocean^s bed. 

Led chearfitlly by a bright captain, Flame, 
To th' other fliore at -morning-dawn they tame» 
And faw behind th' ungwded foe 
March diforderly and flow. 
The prophet ftraight from th' Idumean ftrand 

Shakes his imperious wand : 
The upper waves, that higheft crawded Ue>> 

The beckoning wand efpy $ 

Suralt 
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Stnit their firft right-hand files begin to move, 
Andy with a murmtiring windy 

Give the word " March" to all behind. 
The left-luufid Tquadrons no lefs ready prove. 
But, with a joyful, louder noife. 

Answer their drflant fellows' voice. 
And bafte to meet them make. 
As fereral troops do all at once a common (ignal take* 
What tongue th* amazement and th* affright can tell 

Which on the Chasnian army fell. 
When on both fides they faw the roaring main 

Broke loofe from his invifible chain I 
They faw the monftrous death and watery war 
Come rolling down loud ruin from afar ! 
In vain fome backward and fome forwards f?y 

With hdplefs hafle ; iii vain they ciy 

To their coeleflial Beads for aid ^ 

In vain their guilty king they' upbraid j 
In vain on Mofes he, and Mores'* God, does call, 

With a repentance true too late | 
They 're compafs'd round with a devouring fate, 
That draws, like a flrong net, the mighty fca upon 
them all. 
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D A V I D E I S, 

A SACRED POEM 
OF THE TROUBLES OF DAVID. 

IN FOUR BOOKS. 

*« Me vero primiim dulces ante omnia Mufje> 
*« Quarvijn facra fero ingenti percuffus amore, 
•• Accipiant, Coclique vias ac Sidera monftrent." 

ViRG* Geoig. II. 



BOOK I. 

CONTENTS. 

The Propofition. The Invocation. The entrance into 
the biftory from a new agreement betwixt Saul and 

. David. A delcription of hell. The Devil's fpeech. 
Envy's reply to him. Her appearing to SauI in the 
ihape of Benjamin. Her fpeech, and Saul's to him- 
felf after fhe was vaniihed. A defcription of hea- 
ven. God's fpeech : he fends an Angel to David: 
the Ange's mefl'age to him, David fent for, to play j 
before Saul. A digreffion concerning mufic. Da- 
vid's pl'alm. Saul attempts to kill him. His cf- I 
cape to his own houfe,, from whence being purfued , 
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by flic king*s guard, by the artifice of his wife Mi- 
chal he efcapes and flies to Naioth, the Prophets* 
coUege at Ramah. Saul's fpeech» and rage at his 
efcape. A long digreffion defcribtng the Prophets* 
college, and their manner of life there, and the or- 
dindry fubjcfts of their Poetiy . Saul's guards pur- 
fue David thither, and prophefy. Saul among the prp- 
phets. He is compared to Balaam, ^hofe fong con* 
eludes the book. 

I Sing the man who Judah's fceptre bore 
In that right-hand which held the crook before i 
Who from belt poet, beft of kings did grow ; 
The two chief gifts Heaven could on man beftow* 
Much danger flrft, much toil, did he fuftain, 5 

Whilft Saul and Hell crofs'd his ftrong fate in vain. 
Nor did his crown lefs painful work afibrd» 
Lefs exercife his patience, or his fwcrd j 
So long her conqueror. Fortune's fpite purfued j 
Tm with unwearied virtue he fubdued lO 

All home-bred malice, and all foreign boafts ; . 
Their ftrength was Armies, his the Lord of Hofts. 

Thou, who didft David's royal ftem adorn. 
And gav'ft him birth from whom thyfelf waft born | 
yOio didft in triumph at Death's court appear, 15 

And flew'ft him with thy nails, thy ci-ofs, and fpear, 
Whilft Hell's black tyrant trembled to behold 
The glorious light he forfeited of old j 
WhoJ heaven's glad burden now, and jufteft pride, 
Sitt'ft high enthpon'4 next thy great Father^s , fide »a 

F 4. (Where 
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, (Where hallowed flanits help to adorn that head 
Which once the bluihing thorns environedy 
Till crimloA drc^s of preciotM blood hung dowm 
Like rubies to enrich thine humble crown) 
Ev^n thoB my breaft with fuch bleft rage iafpire, 25 
As mo?*d the tuneful (brings of David's ^y^V 
Guide my bold fteps wiUi thine own travelling flame^ 
In theft untrocraen patMs to facred fame ! 
Lo, with pure hands thy heavenly fire to take^ 
My weJl-chang'd Mufe I a chafte Vcftal make ! 30 

From Earth's vain joys, and Love's foft witchcraft, free, 
I ooniecrate my Magdalene to thee ! 
Lo, this great work, a temple to thy praiie. 
On polifti'd pillars of ftrong verft I raife I 
A temple, where, if thou vovcUnft to dwell, 35> 

It Solomon's 3n4 Herod's fliall excel. 
Too long tiie Mxt&s' land hatk heathen been } 
Their gods too long were DeviU, and virtues Sin $ 
But thou, Eternal Word ! has call'd forth me» 
Th* apoftle to convert that world to thee ; • 40 

T' unbind the charms that in iUght fables lie^ 
And teach, that Truth is tmeft pody. 

The malice 'Oow of jealous Saul grew lefs. 
Overcome by. conftant virtue and fuccefs.} 
He grew at lad nore weary to command 4|i5 

N^w dangers, than young l>avid to withftand 
Or conquer them } he feared bis maftering fate» 
And envy'd him a king^s unpowevful hate. 
Well did he know how palms by* opfffeffion ^Mcd^ 
Victorious, and tke Titeff*s£MMA'«tMl;l 5* 

The 
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The bui:^ii lifts them higher. Wdl did he know 

How a tame ftream 4oe8 wild and dangerous gix>w 

By iin|uft force ; be now with wanton play 

Kiffes the imiling banks, and glides away j 

But, his known channel ftoppM, b^;tn8 to roar, 55 

And fwdl with rage, and bnffet the dull ^ore } 

His mutinous waters hurry to the war. 

And troops of wa¥es come rolling from afar s 

Then fcoms he fuch weak ftops to his free fouree. 

And oveiTuns the neighbouring fields with violent courft* 

This knew the tyrant, and this ufeful thought 
His wounded mind to health and temper brought* 
He old kind tows to David did renew. 
Swore conftancy, and meant his oath for true. 
A general joy at this gUd news appeared, 6$ 

For David all m^ lovM, and Saul they fear'd* 
Angels and men did peace and David love. 
But H^U did neither him nor that approve ; 
From man^s agreement fierce alarms they take. 
And quiet here, does there new bufinefs make. 79 

Beneath the fileat chambers of the earth. 
Where the fun^s fruitful beam« give metals birth— 
Where he the growth of fatal gold does fee, 
<7oId, which ^^bove more in^ence lias than he j-« 
liMeath the dens where unictcht tempefts 4ie, 75 

And ift&nt winds ibeir tender voices try $ 
Beneath the mighty Oceania wealthy caws } 
Beneath th^ eteraai fbuntaiq ^f all waves. 
Where their vaft court the mother^waters keep, 
^bMl94iDdilbisb*di>y IM9IIS, in filtncc fie^j f 

Thefc 
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There is a place deep> wondrous deep, below. 
Which genuine Night and Horror does o'erflow ; 
No bound controls th' unwearied fpace, but hell 
Endlefs as thofe dire pains that in it dwell. 

^ere no dear glimpfe of the fun^s lovely face S^ 

Strikes through the folid darknefs of the place ; 

No dawning morn does her kind reds difplay ; 

One flight weak beam would here be thought the day:! 

No gentle ilars with their fair gems of light 

.Offend the tyrannous and unqueftionM night* 901 

Here Lucifer, the mighty captive, reigns ; 
Proud ^midft his woes, and tyrant in his ch^iins j 
Once general of a gilded hoft of fprites. 
Like Hefpcr, leading forth the fpanglcd nights 5 
^Ut down like lightning, which him ftruck, he came ; 
And roai:M at his iirft plunge into the flame : 
Myriads of fpirits fell wounded round him there} 
With dropping lights thick fhone the finged air 3 
Since when, the difmal folace of their woe 
Has only been weak mankind to undo ; loe 

Themfelves at iirit againft themfelves they' excite, 
(Their deareft conquefl and riioft proud delight) 
And, if thofe mines iof fecret treafon fail. 
With, open force man'« virtue they afikil j 
^pable to corrupt, feek to deiiroy, X05 

And, where their poifons nkifs, the fword employ, • 
Thus foughi the tyraht-fiend young David^s fall, 
And *gainft him arm!d the powerful rage of Saul : 
He faw the beauties of his fliapc and face, 

His fcmale.£wectnef«,.8^i4 hw m?uily g!tace> jio» 

^ : ' I . He 
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He faw'the nobler wonders of his mind. 

Great gifts ! which for great works he knew defignM : 

He faw (t* afliame the ftrength of man and hell) 

How by *8 young hands their Gathite champion fell ! 

He faw the reverend prophet boldly fhcd 115 

The royal drops round his enlarged head ; 

And well he knew what legacy did place 

The facred fcepti-e in bleft Judah's race, 

From which th' eternal Shilo was to fpring 5 

A knowledge which new hells to hell did bring I ito 

And, though no lefs he knew himfelf too weak 

The frnalleft link of ftrong-wrought Fate to break. 

Vet would he rage and ftruggle with the chain j 

I'Ov'd to rebel, though fure that *twa8 in vain. 

And, now it broke his form'd delign, to find 1x5 

The gentle change of Saul^s recovering mind 5 

He tnifted much in Saul, and rag'd, and griev'd 

(The great Deceiver !) to be himfelf deceived. 

Thrice did he knock his iron teeth, thrice howl. 

And into frowns his wrathful forehead roll ; 13* 

His eyes dart forth red flames, which fcare the night» 

And with worfe fires the trembling ghofts affright; 

A troop of gaftly fiends compafs him round. 

And greedily catch at his lips* fear'd found. 

*' Are we fuch Nothings then T* faid he, " otir will 
** Cfofl by a fhepherd's boy ! and you yet ftill 
'* Play with your idle ferpents here } dares none . . 
" Attempt what becomes Furies i are ye grown 
" Benumb'd with fear, or Virtue^ s fpiritlefs cold, ' 
" You, who were once (I *m lure), fo brav^ and bold > 
. » ''bh! 
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«« Oh ! my ill-chang'd condition ! oh, roy fate f 

" Did I lofe heaven for this ?'' 

With that, with his long tail be laih'd his breaft>. 

And horribly fpoke out in looks the reft. 

The quaking powers of night flood in amaze« 14.5^1 

And at each other firft could only gaze j 

A dreadful filence fiird the hollow place, 

Doubling the native terror of heirs face $ 

Kivers of flaming brimftoney which before 

So loudly rag'd, crept foftly by the ibore j 150 

No hifs of fnakesy no clank of chains, was known^ 

The Ibuls, amidfi: their tortures, durft not groan. 

Envy at laft crawls forth from that dire throng. 
Of all the direfuirii: $ her black locks hung long, 
Attir'd with cyrling &rpent»} her pale (kin 1^5 

Was almoft droppM from the (harp bones within | 
And at her breaft ftuck vipers/ which did prey 
Upon her panting heart both Ipigfht and day, • 
Suckii\g black blood from thence, which to rrpair 
Both night and day they left Freih poifi>n» there. t6o 
H^ garments were deep-ilain*d in human gore, 
And torn by hei* own hands, in wiucb fiie bore 
A knotted whipi and bowl, that to the brim 
Did wit|^ green gall and ^uice 6f womwsood fwim ; 
With which, when (he waa drunk, (he furious grcw^ 
And lafh'd herfelf s thus from th* accurfed crew 
Envy, the worft of fiends,. her£elf prefents, 
Envy, good only when (he ^herfelf torments. 

<< Spend not, great king ! thy precious rage,'* fiud (he; 
<< Ujpoiiib poor a ca^fei fliall mighty we 17^ 

"The 
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<< The glory of our wrath to him iM^rd ? 
" Are we not Furies ftill, and you our loixl > 
" At thy 4nsLd anger the ^'d world ihall Shake, 
*< And frighted Natai« faerbwli iaws ibrfiJce 1 
" Do thou font threat, loud ftorms fliall nteke reply, 1 75 
" And thmider ecfa» 't to the treml^IhEkg iky ; 
" Whilft raging Cea« (well to fo boid an height, * 

*' As ifatiH the tin^*8 proud element afiri^s 
** Th* old dratf^Hg iliA from his lo^-beaten way ' 
*i Shall 1^ thy vofi«^e ftairc, and mifgtiide the days xf^ 
" The jocund orbs ftiall break their meafiirM pace, 
'< And fhibbom p6k6 change their allotted place | ' 
" Heaven*s gikted tit)0]>8 (hall Autter here and thetr, 
** Leaving their boafl^g (bngs tun*d to a fphere ; 
•*^ Nay, their God too— -for fear he did, when we i^^ 
" Took noble anna tfgainii his- tyranny, 
*< So noU^ arms, and in a cavfe £0 great, 
♦* That triumf^s they deferve for their defeat* 
'< Th^re wlia a day ! ^ might I Tee *t again, 
** Though he had fiercer flames ta thruft us in ! x^ 
'< And can Aich powers be by a child wi^ftood i 
" Will flings, alaa I or pebbles, do him good ? 
^ What th^ QAtamM lion, whet with hunger too, 
" And giants, could not, (hat my word fliall do : 
" I *11 (bon diflblve this peace ^ were Saurs ivew love:; 
" (But Saul we know) great as my hate: ihall prov^,, 
" Before dieir fim tv^ce more be gone about, 
^ I and my fiuthibl fnakes would drixe it out«. 
" By me, C«n offered up his brother's gore, 
^ A ikcn£ce £» wcocfi: than that before i %o^. 

"Ifaw^ 
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** I faw him fling the ftone, as if he meant 

** At once his murder and his monument, 

** And laugh'd to fee (for 'twas a goodly (how) 

" The earth by her firft tiller fattened fo t 

**-! drove proud Pharaoh to the parted fea ; . 405 

" He and his hoft drank up cold death by me t 

** By me rebellious arms fierce Corah took, 

<^ And Mofes (curfe upon that name!) forfook| 

** Hither (ye know) almoft alive he came 

*^ Through the cleft earth ; ours was his funeral flame : 

** By me— —but I lofe time, methinks, and fliould 

** Perform new afts whilft I relate the old* 

*< David 's the next our fury muft enjoy : 

« 'Tis not thy God himfelf fliall fave thee, boy ! . 

**r^ND, if he do, may the whole world have peace 5. 4x5 

<< May all ill a6bions, all ill fortune, ceafe, 

** And, banifh'd from this potent court below„ 

** May I a ragged, contemnM Virtue growl" 

She fpoke ; all ftarM at flrft, and made^^ paufe ; , 
Btu ilrait the general murmur of applaufe 7.z9 

Ran through Death^s courts 5 (he frownM ftill, and begun 
To envy at the praife lierfelf had won. 
Great Beelzebub ftarts from his burning throne 
To 'embrace the Fiend, but flic, now furious grown 
Ta-aft her part; thrice bow'd, and thence flie fled j 
The fhakes all hifs'd, the flends all murmured* 

It was the time when fllent night began 
T' enchain with fleep the bufy fpirits of man 5 
And Saul himfelf, though in his troubled breaft 
Tfec weight of (empire lay, took gentle reft.; * aj«* 
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So did not Envy ; but with hafte arofe ; 
And, as through Ifiaers ftately towns fhe goes, 
She frowns, and fliakes her head j " Shine on" fays ft»*„ 
" Ruins ere long (hall your fole monuments be." 
The filver moon with terror paler grew, 
And neighbouring Hermon fweated flowery dew j 
Swift Jordan ftarted, and ftrait backward fled> 
Hiding among thick reeds his aged head : 
Lo, at her entrance Saul's ftrong palace (hook j 
And nimbly there the reverend (hape (he took 
Of Father Benjamin ; fo long her beard, 
So large hfer limbs, fo grave her looks, appeared, 
Juft like his ftatue, which beftrid Saul's gate. 
And feem'd to guai'd the race it did create. 
In this known form (he' approach'd the tyrant's fide j 
And thus her words the facred form bely'd : 
" Arife, loft king of Ifrael ! canft thou lie 
" Dead in this (leep, and yet thy laft fo nigh ? 
" If king thou be'ft, if Jeffe's race as yet 
"'Sit not on Ifrael's throne ! and (hall he fit ? 
" Did ye for this from fruitful Egypt fly ? 
" From the" mild brickhill's nobler flavery ? 
*' For this, did feas your powerful rod obey ? 
" Did wonders guide, and feed, you on your way ? 
** Could ye not there great Pharaoh's bondage bear, 255 
" Y6u who can ferve a boy, and minftrel, here ? 
" Forbid it, God ! if thou be'ft juft j this Ihame 
" Caft not on Saul's, on mine, and Ifrael's, name ! 
** Why was I elfe from Canaan's famine led ? 
** Happy, thrice happy, had I there been dead, - a6o 
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« t^re my full loins difchai^'d this numerous raco> 

«* This lucklefs tiibe, cv*n crownM to their difgracc l 

«< Ah, Saul \ thy fervant*s vaffal muft thou live ? 

^ Place to his harp miift thy dread fceptre give ? 

<< What wants he now but that ? canft thou forget afij 

" <lf thou be'ft man thou canft not) how they met 

" The youth with fongs ? alas ! poor monarch I yeu 

<* Your thoufand only, he ten thoufand, flew ! 

<« Him Ifrael loves, hirft neighbouring countiies fear ^ 

<« You but the name and empty title bear. 370 

« And yet the traitor lives, lives in thy court j 

« The court that muft be his j where he (ball fport 

«< Himfclf widi atl thy concubines, thy gold,, 

«« Thy coftly robes, thy crown. Wert thou not told 

" This by proud Samuel, when at Gilgal he 175. 

« With bold falfe threats from God affronted thee f 

" The dotard ly'd 5 God faid it not, 1 know; 

*< Npt Baal or Moloch would have us'd thee fo. 

«' Was not the choice his own ? did not thy worth 

«« Exaft the royal lot, and call it forth' ? 2S0. 

" Haft thou not fioce (my beft and greateft Con 1) 

*« To him, and to his periftiing nation, done 

« Such lafting benefits as may juftly claim 

*« A fceptre as eternal as thy fame ^ 

*« Poor prince I whQmmadmen,^ricfts, and boy8,.invadc j. 

«^ By thine own fleih, thy ungrateful fon, betrayM ! 

** Unnatural fool t who can thus cheated be 

« By friend(hip's name, againft a crown and thee I 

" Betray not too thyfelf ; take courage, call 

** Thy' enchanted virtues forjb, and be whole Saul. 290 
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** Lo ! this great cau(e makes tfay dead fathers rife* 

" Breaks the firm Teals of their clos'd tombs and eyct* 

" Nor can their jealous afhesy whilft this boy 

" Survives, the privilege of their graves enjoy* 

"Jlife quickly, Saul I and take that rebers breath, 195 

** Which troubles thus thy life, and ev*n our death s 

" Kill him, and thou 'rt fecure 5 'tis only he 

" That 's boldly interposM 'twixt God-and thee, 

" As earth's low globe robs the high moon of light $ 

" When this eclipfe is paft, thy fate 's all bright. 500 

" Truft me, dear fon ! and credit what I tell 5 

" I 've feen thy royal ftars, and know them well. 

" Hence, fears and dull delays ! is not thy breaft 

" (Yes, Saul, it is) with noble thoughts poffelt ? 

" May they beget like afts r^ With that (he takes 30J 

One of her woril, her beft-beloved fnakes : 

" Softly, dear worm ! foft and unfeen,'' faid (he,, 

" Into his bofom fteal, and in it be 

" My viceroy." At that word (he took her flight. 

And her loofe fhape diflblvM into the night. . 31a 

Th' infe£led king leapt from his bed amazM, 
Scarce knew himfelf at firft, but round him gaz'd 5 
And ftarted back at piecM-up ihapes, which fear 
And his diftrafted fancy painted there : 
Terror froze up his hair, and on his face 315 

Showers of cold fweat roll'd trembling down apace. 
Then knocking with his angry 'hands his breaft, 
Earth with his feet, he cries, ** Oh ! 'tisf confcft j 
** I 've been a pious fool, a woman-king 4 
" Wrong'd by a feer, a boy, every thing, $km 
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** Eight hundred years of death is not fo deep, 

** So unconcern'd, as my lethargic fleep, 

** My patience even a facrilege becomes, 

** Difturbs the dead, and opes their facrtd tombs. 

** Ah ! Benjamin, kind father ! who for me 315 

** This curfed world endur'ft again to fee ! 

** All thou haft faid, great vifion ! is fo true, 

** That all which thou command'ft, and more, I *11 do; 

** Kill him1 yes, mighty ghoft ! the Wretch ftiall die, 

** Though every ftar in heaven (hould it deny 5 ^y 

*< Nor mock th' aflault of our juft wrath again, 

** Had he ten times his fam'd ten thoufand ilain. 

** Should that bold popular madman, whofe defign 

•* Is to revenge his own difgrace by mine, 

** Should my ungrateful fon oppofe th' intent, ^ 335 

<< Should mine own heart grow fcrupulous and i-elent, 

*« Curfe me, juft Heaven ! (by which this truth I fwear) 

** If I that feer, my fon, or felf, do fpare. 

** No, gentle ghoft 1 return to thy ftlil home; 

*' Thither, this day, mine and thy foe fliall come. 349 

** If that curft object longer vex my fight, 

** It muft have learnt t* appear as thou to-night." 

Whilft thus his wrath with threats the tyrant fed. 
The threatehM youth flept fearlefi on his bed j 
Sleep on, reft quiet as thy confcience take, 345 

For, though thou fleep' ft thy felf, thy God 's awake. 
Above the fubtle foldings of the iky; 
Above the well-fet orbs' foft harmony ; 
Above thofe petty lamps that gild the night ; 
There is a pla^e overflown with hallow'd light; 359 
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Where heaven, as if it left itfelf behind, 
Is ftretch^d-out far, nor its own bounds can find s 
Here peaceful flames fwell up the facred place. 
Nor can the glory contain itfelf In th' endlefs fpacc j 
For there no twilight of the fun's dull ray 35$ 

Glimmers upon the pure and native day ; 
No pale-facM moon does in ftoPn beams appear. 
Or with dim taper fcatters darknefs there 5 
On no fmooth fphere the reftlcfs feafons Aide, 
No circling motion doth fwift time divide j 360 

Nothing is there to come, and nothing paft, 
But an eternal Now does always laft. 
There fits th' Almighty, Firlt of all, and End } 
Whom nothing but hlmfelf can comprehend i 
Who with his word commanded all to be, 365 

And all obeyed him, for that word was He t 
Only he fpoke, and every thing that is 
From out the womb of fertile nothing ris\ 
Oh, who (hall tell, who fhall defcribe thy throne^ 
Thou great Three- One I 370 

There thou thyfelf doft in full prefence Ihow,' 
Not abfent from thefe meaner worlds below 5 
No, if thou wert, the elements' league would ccafc. 
And all thy creatures break thy Nature's peace j 
The fun would ftop his courfe, or gallop back, 375 
The ftars drop out, the poles themfelves would crack { 
Earth's ftrong foundations would be torn in twain. 
And this vaft work all ravel out again 
To its firft nothing: for his fpirit contains 
The well-knit mafs 3 from him each creature gains 386 
G 2 Being 
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Being and motIon> which he ftill beftows ; 
From him th^ eiFe^ of our weak action flows : 
Koimd him vaft armies of fwift angels ftand, 
Which feven triumphant generals command ; 
They fing loud anthems of his endlefs praife, 3S5 

And with fixM eyes drink-in immortal rays : 
Of thefc he call'd-out one ; all heaven did (hake. 
And iilence kept whild its Creator fpake. 

** Are we forgotten then fo foon ? can he 
** Look on his crown, and not remember me 390 

•* That gave it ? can he think we did not hear 
•« (Fond man !) his threats ? and have we made the ear, 
** To be accounted deaf? No, Saul ! we heard; 
" And it will coft thee dear: the illsthou'ft fear'd, 
** .PraclisM, or thought on, I '11 all double fend j 395 
•* Have we not fpoke it, and dares man contend ? 
** Alas, poor dull ! didft thou but know the day 
" When thou rauft lie in blood at Gilboa, 
** Thou, and thy Tons, thou would'A not threaten Aill 5 
** Thy trembling tongue would ftop againft thy will, 4.00 
«* Then fliall thine head fixM in curft temples be, 
** And all their foolifh gods ihall laygh at thee. 
** That hand which now on David's life wovld prey, 
** Shall then turn juft, and its own mafter flay ; 
" He whom thou hat'ft,on thy lov'd throne fliall fit, 40^ 
** And expiate the difgrace thou dolt to it. 
'< Hade then ; tell David what his king has fwom, 
*« Tell him whofe blood muft paint this riling morn.; 
•* Yet bid him go fccurely, when he fends j 
-«( *Tis Saul that is his foe, and We kis friends : 4x0. 
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^ liie man who has his God, no aid can lack^ 

" And We, who bid him go, will bring him back.'* 

He rpoke ; the heavens feemM decently to bow. 
With all their bright inhabitants ; and now 
The jocund fpheres began again to play, 415 

Again each Spirit fung Halleluia ; 
Only that Angel was ftraitgonc} even Co 
(But not (6 fwift) the morning-glories flow 
At once from the bright fun, and (brike the ground $ 
So winged lightning the foft air does wound. 4s* 

Slow Time admires, and knows not what to call 
The motion, having no account fo fmalL 
So flew this Angel, till to David's bed 
He came, and thus his facred meflage faid : 

" Awake, young man, hear what thy king has fworn.} 
" He fwore thy blood ihould paint this rifmg mom : 
*' Yet to him go fecurely, when he fends ; 
*' 'Tis Saul that is your foe, and God your friends : 
" The man who has his God, no aid can lack ; 
'< And he who bids thee go, will bring thee back.*' 430 

Up leap'd Jeffides, and did round him ftare. 
But could fee nought; for nought was left but air s . 
Whiift this great vifion labours in his thought^ 
Lo ! the ihort prophecy t' effedl is brought ; 
In treacherous hafl:e he 's fent for to the king, 43 1: 
And with him bid his charmful lyre to bring. 
The king, they fay, lies raging in a fit. 
Which does no cure but facred tunes admit { 
And true it was, foft mufic did appeafe 
llh' obfcure faataftic rage of Saul's difcafe» . 440 
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Tell me, oh Mufe! (for thou, or none, canft tell| 
The myftic powers that in bleft numbers dwell j 
Thou their great nature know'ft, nor is it fit 
This nobleft gem of thine own crown f omit) 
Tell me from whence thefe heavenly charms arife ; 445 
Teach the dull world t' admire what they defpife 1 

A§ firft a various unform'd hint we find 
Rife in fome godlike poef s fertile mind, 
Till all the parts and words their places take» 
And with j^fl marches verfe and mufic make ; 450 

Such was God's poem, this world's new effay ; 
So wild and rude in its firft draught it lay ; 
Th' ungovem'd parts no correfpondence knew. 
An artlefs war from thwarting motions grew $ 
Till they to number and fix'd rules were brought 455 
By the Eternal Mind's poetic thought* 
Water ahd Air he for the tenor chofe. 
Earth made the bafs, the treble Flame arofe : 
To th' a6live moon a quick brifk ftroke he gave, 
To Saturn's ftring, a touch more foft and grave. 460 
The motions ftrait, and round, and fwift, and flow, 
And ihort, and loilg, were mi^i'd and woven fo— 
Did in fuch artful figures fmodthly fill — 
As made this decent- raeafitr'd Dance of All. 
And this is mufic : founds that charms our ears, 4^5 
Are but one drefling that rich fcience wears. 
Though ho man hear 't, though no man it rehearfe. 
Yet will there ftill be mufic in my verftj 
In this great world fo much of it we fee. 
The lefler, Man, is all o'er harmony j 47^ 
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Storelioufe of all proportions ! fingle quire ) ** 

Which firft God's breath did tunefully infpire ! 

From hence bleft mufic^s heavenly charms arife^ 

From fympathy, which them and man allies. 

Thus they our fouls, thus they our bodies, win^ 475 

Not by their force, but party that 's within : 

Thus the ftrange cure, on our fpilt blood applyM, 

Sympathy to the diftant wound does guide : 

Thus, when two brethren-ftrings are fet alike. 

To move them both, but one of them we ilrike i i% 

Thus David's lyre did Saul's wild rage control^ 

And tun'd the harfli diforders of his foul. 

WHEN Ifrael was from bondage led. 
Led by th' Almighty's hand 
From out a foreign land, 4S5 

The great fea beheld, and fled. 
As men purfued, when that fear paft they find, 
Stop on fbme higher ground to look behind; 
So, whilft through wondrous ways 

The facred army went, 490 

The waves afar flood up to gaze. 
And their own rocks did reprefcnt, 
Solid as waters are above the firmament. 

Old Jordan's waters to their fpring 
Start back with fudden fright j 4^5 

The fpring, amaz'd at fight, 
A(ks what, news from fea they bring. 
The mountains /hook $ and to the mountains* (ide 
The little hills leap'd round, themfelves to bidft $ 
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As young aftrighted lambs» 500 

When they aught dreadful fpy, 
^ Run trembling to their helplefs dams : 

The mighty fea and river, by. 
Were glad, for their excufe, to fee the hills too fly. 

What ailM the mighty fea to flee ? 505 

Or why did Jordan *s tide 
Back to his fountain glide ? 
Jordan^s tide, what ailed thee I 
Why leap'd the hills ? why did the ihountalns (hake ? 
What aird them, their fix'd natures to forfakc ? 510 
Fly where thou wilt, O fea ! 

And Jordan's current ceafe ! 
Jordan, there is no need of thee j 

For at God's word, whene'er he pleafe. 
The rocks ihall weep new waters forth uifteaH of the(«» 

THUS fung the great Mufician to his lyre 3 

And Saul's black rage grew foftly to retire j 

But Envy's ferpent ftill with him remained. 

And the wife charmer's healthful voice difdain'd. 

Th' unthankful king, cur'd truly of his fit, 5i« 

Seems to lie drownM and buried iUU in it$ 

From his paft naadnefs draws this wicked ufe. 

To fin difguis'd, and murder with excufe : 

For, whilft the fearlefs youth his cure purfues. 

And the foft medicine with kind, art renews, 515 

The barbarous patient cafts at him his fpear 

(The ufual fccptre that rough ha»d did bear) 
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Cafts it with riolent ftrength j but into th^ room 
An ann more ftrong and fure than his was come j 
An Angely whofe unfeen and eafy might 530 

Put-By the weapon, and mifled it right. 
How vain man*s power is ! unlefs God command. 
The weapon difobeys his mafter*s hand ; 
Happy was now the error of the blow i 
At Gilboa it will not ferve him fo. 53 1 

One would have thought, SauPs fudden rage t' have 

feen, 
He had himfelf by David wounded been : 
He fcorn'd to leave what he did ill begin. 
And thought his honour now engag'd i' th' fin 5 
A bloody troop of his own guards he fends 540 

(Slaves to his will, and falfdly calPd his friends) 
To mend his error by a furer blow ; 
So Saul ordain*d, but God ordain*d not fo. 
Home flies the Prince, and to his trembling wife 
Relates the new-paft hazard of his life j 5^5 

Which (he with decent pafHon hears him tell 2 
For not her own fair eyes (he lov'd fo well. 
Upon their palace' -top, beneath a row 
Of lemon-trees — ^which there did proudly grow. 
And with bright ftores of golden fruit repay 550 

The light they drank from the fun's neighbouring ray,.^ 
(A fmall, but artful Paradife) they walk'd, 
And hand in hand fad gentle things they talk'd. 
Here Michal firft an armed troop efpies 
(So faithful and fo quick are loving eyes 1} 555 
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Which march'd> and often glifter'd, through a wood. 

That on right-hand of her fair palace flood i 

She faw them ; and cry'd out, •* They 're come to kill 

** My deareft lord ; Saul's fpear purfues thee llill. 

*^ Behold his wicked guards ! hade quickly, fly ! 560 

** For Heaven's fake, hafte ! my dear lord, do not die i 

<' Ah, cruel father ! whofe ill-natur'd rage 

*' Isf cither thy worth, nor marriage, can affuage ! 

« Will he part thofc he join'd fo late before ? 

** Were the two-hundred forefkina worth no more ? 565 

«* He fhall not part us j" (then fhe wept between). 

•* At yonder window thou may'ft 'fcape unfeen 5 

" This hand fhall let thee down ! flay hot, but haftc j 

** 'Tis not my ufe to fend thee hence fo fafl." 

** Befl of all women !" he replies — and this 57* 
Scarce fpoke, fhe flops his anfwer with a kifs j 
** Throw not away,*' faid fhe, " thy precious breath j 
** Thou flay'ft too long within the reach of death." 
Timely he' obeys her wife advice j and flrait 
To unjufl force fhe' oppofes jufl deceit : $7$ 

She meets the murderers with a virtuous lye. 
And good difTembling tears ; " May he not die 
** In quiet then ?" faid fhe, ** will they not give 
** That freedom, who fo fear left he fhould live ? 
** Ev'n Fate does with your cruelty confpii?e, 580 

** And fpares your guilt, yet does what you dcfjre. 
«« Mufl he not live ? for that ye need not fin 5 
•' My much-wrong'd hufband fpeechlefs Ues within, 
** And has too little left of vital breath 
" To know /,y ^ur<iw^s> or to feel his death, 5?^ 

« One 
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" One hour will do your work——" 
Here her well-govem'd tears dropped down apace : 
Beauty and forrow mingled in one face 
Has fuch refiftlefs charms, that they belitre. 
And an unwilling aptnefs find to grieve 590 

At what they came for. A pale ftatue^s head. 
In linen wrapped, appear^ on David's bed 5 
Two fervants mournful fland, and filent, by, 
And on the table medicinal relics lie ; 
In the clofe room a well-plac'd taper's light 595 

Adds a becoming horror to the fight : 
And for th' impreflion God preparM their fenfc j 
They faw, believ'd a}l this, anj parted thence. 
How train attempts Saul's unbleft anger tries. 
By his own hands deceived, and fervants' eyes ! 69# 

" It cannot be,*' faid he, " no, can it ? (hall 
" Our great ten-thoufand-(layer idly fall ? 
" The filly rout thinks God protefts hira ftill j 
** But God, alas ! guards not the bad from ill. 
** Oh may he guard hira ! may his members be 605 
" In as full ftrength and well-fet harmony 
** As the frefh body of the firft-made man 
" Ere fin, or fin's juft rtieed, Difeafe, began ! 
" He will be elfe too fmall for our vaft hate ; 
" And we muft (hare in our revenge with Fate. 610 
" No; let us have him whole j we elfe may feem 
" To 'ave fnatch'd away but fome few days from him, 
" And cut that thread which would have droppM in 

" two; 
'* Will our great anger kam to ftoop fo low ? 

*« I know 
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*< I know It cannot, will not ; him we prize 615- 

<* Of our juft wrath the folemn facrifice, 

«« That muft not blemifliM be; let him remaiil 

** Secure, and grow up to our ftroke again. 

** 'Twill :be Tome pleafure then to take his breath, 

« When he ihall ftrive and wreftle with his death 5 62# 

«< Go, let hijn live And yet fliall I then ftay 

** So long ? good and great actions hate delay. 
«< Some fooliih. piety perhaps, or he . • 

*< That has been ftill mine honour's enemy, 
** Saifiuel, may change or crofs my juft intent, 625 
** And J this formal pity foon repent : 
** Befides, Fate gives him me, ani whifpers this, 
<« That he can fly no more, if we fliould mifs j 
<« Mifs ! can we mifs again ? Go bring him ftrait, 
« Though gafping out his foul 5 if the wiih'd date 630 
«* Of his accurfed life be almoft pafl:, 
«« Some joy 'twill be to fee him breathe his laft/' 
The troop returned, of their fliort virtue' aiham'd, 
SauPs courage praisM, and their own weaknefs blamM j 
But when thc4>ious fraud they underftood, 635 

Scarce the.refpeft due to Saul's facred blood. 
Due to the facred beauty in it reign'd, 
lErom MichaPs murder their wild rage reftrain'd. 
She 'alleg'd.thc holieft chains that bind a wife. 
Duty and love j ftie alleg'd that her own life, 64^0 
.Had fhe refus'd that fafety to her lord. 
Would have incurred juft danger from his fword. 
Now was Saul's wrath full-grown j he takes no rcftj 
A violent flame rolls in his troubled breaft. 

Aid 
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Afid in fierce lightning from his eye does break $ 645 

Kot his own favourites and beft friends dare fpeak^ 

Or look on him ; but, mute and trembling all, 

Fear where this cloud will burft, and thunder fall. 

So, when the pride and terror of the wood, 

A lion, prick'd with rage and want of foody 650 

Efpies out from afar fome well-fed beaft. 

And bruftles ^p,. preparing for his feaft 5 

If that by fwiftnefs 'fcape his gaping jaws. 

His bloody eyes he hurls round, his /harp paws 

Tear up the ground j then runs he wild about, 6$$ 

Lalhing his angiy tail, and roaring out j 

fieafts creep into t-heir dens, and tremble there i 

Trees, though no wind ftirring, fhake with fear.; 

Silence and horror fill the place around 5 

Echo itfelf dares fcarce repeat the found. 660 

Midft a large v/ood, that; joins fair Kama's town 
(The neighbourhood fair Rama's chief renown) 
A college (lands, where at great Prophets' feet 
The Prophets' Sons with filent diligence meet j 
9y Samuel built, and moderately endow'd, 66$ 

Yet more to' his liberal tongue than hands they ow'd $ 
There himfelf tanght, and, his blefs'd voice to hear. 
Teachers themfelves lay proud beneath him there. 
The houfe was a large fquare, but plain and low ; 
■Wife Nature's ufe Art ftrove not to outgo : 470 

An inward fquare by well-rang'd trees was made | 
And, midft the friendly cover of their (hade, 
A pure, well-tafted, wholefome fountain rofe.} 
^hich no vain co(i of marble did ejaclofe ; 

3 Nor 
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Nor through carv'd fliapes did the forc'd waters pafs, 

Shapes gazing on themfelves i' th^ liquid glafs ; 

Yet the chafte ftream, that*mong loofe pebbles fell. 

For cleannefs, thirft, religion, ferv'd as well. 

The fcHolars, do6lors, and companions, here, 

!Lodg'd all apart in neat fmall chambers were, 680 

Well-furniih'd chambers ; for in each there ftood 

A narrow couch, table, and chair of wood 5 

More is but clog, where ufe does bound delight ; 

And thofe are rich whofe wealth 's proportion'd right 

To then* life*s form j more goods would but become 

A burden to them, and contraft their room* 

A fecond court, more facred, ftood behind. 

Built fairer, and to nobler ufe defign'd : 

The hall and fchools one fide of it pofleft j 

The library and fynagogue the reft. 690 

Tables of plain-cut fir, adom'd the hall 5 

And with beafts' (kins the beds were cover'd all. 

The revferend doftors take their feats on high, 

Th' elcft companions in their bofoms lie j 

The fcholars far below, upon the ground, €95 

On frefli-ftrcwM i*ufhes, place themfelves around. 

With more refpeft the wife and ancient lay 5 

But eat not choicer herbs or bread than they, 

Nor purer waters drank, their conftant feaft j 

But by great days, and facrifice cncreas'd. 700 

The fchools, built round and higher, at the end 

With their fair circle did this fide extend j 

To which their fynagogue, on th' other fide, 

And to the hall their library reply'd, 

1 -The 
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The midft towards their large gardens open lay, 705 

To' admit the joys of fpring and early day. 

r th' library a few choice authors ftood ; 

Yet 'twas well-ftor'd, for that fmall ftore was good j 

Writing, man^s fpiritual phyfic, was not then 

Itfelf, as ifow, grown a difeafe of men. 710 

Learaing, young Virgin '.but few fuitors knew j 

The Common Proftitute fhe lately grew, 

And with her fpurious brood loads now the prcfs | 

Laborious efFefts of idlenefs ! 

Here all the various forms one might behold 715 

How letters fav-d themfelves from death of old ; 

Some painfully engravM in thin-wrought plates ; 

Some cut in wood, fome lightlier tracM on flates j 

Some drawn on fair palm-leaves, with (hort-livM toil. 

Had not their friend the cedar lent his oil : 7** 

Some wrought in filks, fome writ in tender barics $ 

Some the fharp ftyle in waxen tables marks ; 

Some in beafts' ikins, and fome in Biblos* reed $ 

Both new rude arts, which age and growth did need. 

The fchbols were painted well with ufeful ikill 5 7*5 

Stars, maps, and Jftories, the learnM wall did fill. 

Wife wholefome proverbs mixM around the room. 

Some writ, and in Egyptian figures fome. 

Here all the nobleft Wits of men infpir'd. 

From earth's flight joys, and worthlefs toils, retirM 730 

(Whom Samuel's fame and bounty thither lead) 

Each day by turns their folid knowledge read* 

The courfe and power of ftars great Nathan taught, 

Aod home to man thofe difUnt wondtr^ brought ; 

How 
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Hpw towVd both Poles the fun's iixM journey bend*} 

And how the year his crooked walk attends $ 

By what juft fteps the wandering lights advance. 

And what eternal meafures guide their dance : 

Himfelf a prophet ; but his le^ures fhow'd 

How little of that art to them he ow'd. • 740 

Mahol, th' inferior world's fantaftic face, 

Through all the turns of Matter^s maze, did trace ; 

Great Nature^ well-fet clock in pieces took } 

On all the fprings and fmalleft wheels did look 

Of life and motion.; and with equal art 745 

Made up again the whole of every part. 

The prophet Gad in learned duft defigns 

Th' immortal -folid rules of fancyM Lines : 

Of Numbers too th* unnumbered wealth he (hows. 

And with them far their endlefs journey goes ; 750 

Numbers, which ftill increaie more high and wide 

From one, the root of their tum'd pyramid. 

Of Men and Ages paft Seraiah read ; 

Embalmed in loRg-liv'd hiftory the dead ^ 

Showed the ileep falls and flow afcent of dates $ 755 

What wifdom and what follies make their fates. 

Samuel himfelf did God's rich Law difplay ; ' 

Taught doubting men with judgment to obey ; 

And oft his ravi(h'd foul, with fudden flight, 

Soai*'d above prefent times and human fight. 7^0 

Thofe Arts but welcome fbangers might appear, 

Mufic and Verfe feem'd bora and bred-up here $ 

Scarce the bleft heaven, that rings with Angels' voice> 

Does with mare conlUnt Haimany rejoice i 
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Yet, buried in this Matter's darkfome womb. 
Lay the rich feeds of evexy thing to come : 
From hence the chearful Flame leap'd up fo high : 
Clofe at its heels the nimble Air did fly , 
Dull Earth with his own weight did downwards p 
Tp the fix*d navel of the univerfc. 
And >9ras quite loft in waters j till God faid 
To the proud Sea, « Shrink-in your infolent head. 
>< See how the gaping Earth has made you place !"' 
That durft not murmur, but fhrunk in apace : 
Since when, his bounds ai*e fet ; at which in vain 
He foams, and rages, and turns back again. 
With richer ftuffhe bade Heaven's fabric (hine,. 
And from him a quick fpring of light divine 
Swell'd up the Sun, from whence his cherilhing fl; 
Fills the whole world, like Him from whom it can 
He fmooth'd the rough-caft Moon's imperfe£l mou 
And comb'd her beamy locks with facred gold j 
M Be thou,'* faid he, *« queen of the mournful nigl 
And as he fpoke, flie 'arofe clad o'er in light. 
With thoufand ftars attending on her train j 
With her they rife, with her they fet again. 
Then Herbs peep'd forth, new Trees admiring ftc( 
And fmelling Flowers painted the infant wood. 
Then flocks of Birds through the glad air did flee, 
Joyful, and fafe before man's luxury. 
Singing their maker in their untaught lays : 
Nay, the mute Fifli witnefs no lefs his praife; 
For thofe he made, and cloath'd with filver fcales. 
From minnows, to thofe living iflands, whales. 

Be 



d by Google 



D A V I D E I S. Boor I. 

Betfts too were his command : what could he roc 
Yet, Man he could, the bond of all before $ 
In him he all thin^ with Itrange order hurl'd j 
In him, that full abridgment of the world. 

This, and much more of God's great works th( 
His mercies, and fome judgments too, of old : 
How, when all earth was deeply ftainM in fin. 
With an impetuous noife the waves came rufliin 
Where birds erewhile dwelt and fecurely fung. 
There fifh {an unknown net) entangled hung : 
The face of (hipwreckM Nature naked lay j 
The fun peepM forth, and beheld nought but fe 
This men forgot, and burnt in luft again; 
Till ihowers, ftrange as their fin, of fiery rain 
And fcalding brimftone, droppM on Sodom's h< 
Alive, they felt thofe flames they fry-in dead. 
No better end rafh Pharaoh's pride befel, 
When wind and fea wag'd war for Ifi-ael j 
In his gilt chariots amaz'd fifties fat^ 
And grew with corpfe of wretched princes fat 5 
TJie waves and rocks half-eaten bodies (lain } 
Nor was, it fince cail'd the Red-fea in vain. 
Much too they told of faithful Abram's fame. 
To whofe bleft paffage they owe ftill their nan 
Of M^rfes miKh, and the great feed of Nun, 
What wonders they performed, what lands the 1 
How many kings they flew, or captive brough 
They held the fwords',' but God and angels fo 

Thus gain*d they the wife-fpendiug of theij ^ 
And their wh^Ie life was their dear Maker's t 
H a 
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So covetous Balaam, with a fond intent 915 

Of curfing the bleft feed, to Moab went t 
But as ho went, his fatal tongue to fell, 
His afs taught him to fpeak, God to fpeak well. 

** How comely are thy tents, oh Ifrael 1" 
• (Thus he began) ** what conquefts they foretel ! 910 
*' Lefs fair are orchards in their autumn pride, 
•* Adorn'd with trees on fome fair river's fide ; 
'< Lefs fair are vallies, their green mantles fpread ! 
** Or mountains with tall cedars on their head I 
«« 'Twas God himfelf (thy God who muft not fear?) 
** Brought thee from bondage to be mailer here. 
** Slaughter ihall wear out thefe, new weapons get, 
** And death in triumph on thy darts fhall fit. 
•• When Judah's lion ftarts up to his prey, 
** The beafts (hall hang their ears, and creep away>; 
** When he lies down, the woods Oiall filence keep^ 
*' And dreadful tigers tremble at his deep. 
*« Thy curfers, Jacob * fliall twice curfed be; 
«* And he (liall blefs himfelf that bleffes thce.r 
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The friendfliip betwixt Jonathan and David j and up- 
on that occafion a digrefiion concerning the nature of 
Love. A difcourfe between Jonathan and David; 
upon which the latter abfents himfelf from court, 
and the former goes thither, to inform himfelf of 
Saul's refolution. The feaft of the New-Moon j the 
manner of the celebration of it ; and therein a di- 
greffion of the hiftory of Abraham. Saul's fpeech 
upon David's abfence from the feaft, and his anger 
againft Jonathan. David's refolution to fly away ; 
he parts with Jonathan, and falls afleep under a tree, 
A defcription of Phanfy j an angel makes up a vi- 
fion in David's head ; the vifion itfelf, which is, a 
prophecy of all the fucceflion of his race till Chrift's 
time, with their moft remarkable ac'flions. At his 
awaking, Gabriel aflumes an human (hape, and con- 
firms to him the truth of his vifion. 

BUT now the early birds began to call" 
The morning forth ; up rofe the fun and Saul ; 
Both, as men thought, rofe frefli from fweet repofe 5 
But both, ala*! from reftlefs labours rofe ; 

H 4. For 
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To fee the toagth, the foature, aad dw gtace 

Of hift youog limbs ; he faw bis comdy facCf if 

Where love ^wl revcreoce ib weU mingled wewj ^ 

And head, already crown'd with golden hair : ^ 

He faw what mildiMift bis bold fpirit did tame. 

Gentler than light, yet powerful as a flame j 

He faw his valour, by their fafety provM j 40 

He law all this, and as he (aw, he Iw'd. 

What art thou. Love ! thou great roy^rious thing t 
From what hid ftock docs thy ftrange nature (priag ? 
Tis thou that mov'ft the world through every pait. 
And hold'ft the vaft frame clofe, that nothing ftart 45 
From the due place and olfice firft ordain'd $ 
By thee we;ne all things made, and are fuftain'd* 
Sometimes we fee thee fully, and can fay 
From hence thou took'ft thy rife, and went'ft that way; 
But oftener the (hort beams of Reafon*s eye 50 

See only There thou art, not How, nor Why. 
How is the loadfteae. Nature's fubUe*prid^, 
By the rude iron wpoM, and made a bride ? 
How was the weapon wounded ? what hid flame 
The ftroDg and conquering metal overcame ? 55 

Love (this world's grace) exalts his natural ftate ; 
He feels thee. Love 1 and feels no more his weight* 
Ye learned heads, whom ivy garlands grace, 
Why does that twining plant the oak embiuce ? 
Jhe oak, for courtAiip moft of all unflt, ^ 

And rpugh as are the winds that fight with it ? 
How doe^ the ablent pole the needle move i ^ 
How 49e» bis C9ld aad i«€ beget hpt tove f * 

Which 
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Still to one end they both Co juftly drew, 

At courteous doves together yokM would do t 55 

No weight of birth did on one fide prevail. 

Two twins lefs even lie in Nature^s fcale i 

They mingled fates, and both in each did (hare. 

They both were fervants, they both princes were. 

If any jt>y to one of them was fent, I0« 

It was moft his, to whom it leaft was meant ; 

And Fortune''s malice betwixt botli was croft. 

For, ftriking one, it wounded th^ other moft. 

Never did marriage fuch true union find, 

Or men'*8 defires with fo glad violence bind; 10 j 

For, there is ftill fome tinfture left of fin. 

And ftill thefex will needs be ftealing-in. 

Thofe joys are full of drofs, and thicker far 5 

Thefe, without matter, clear and liquid are. 

Suth facred love does heaven's bright Spirits fill, no 

Where'love is but to underftand and will 

With fwift and unfeen motions; fuch as we 

Somewhat exprefs in heighten' d charity. 

ye blcfl: One I wiiofe love on earth became 

So pure that ftill in heaven 'tis but the fame ! 115 

There now ye fit, and with mixt fouls embrace. 

Gazing upon great Love's myfterious face 5 

And pity this bafe worId> where friendfhip 's made 

A bait for fin, or elfe at beft a trade. 

Ah, wondrous Prince ! who a true friend could*ft be, 1 20 

When a crown flatterM, and Saul threaten'd thee ! 

Who held'ft'him dear, whofe ftars thy birth did crofs I 

Andbpught^filiim nobly at a kingdom's lofsl 

Ifrael's 
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Ifrafil*8 bright fceptre far lefs glory brings; 

Tbere have been fewer fk'ieiuls on earth than kings. it\ 

To this ftrange pitch their high afie6Uoas flew^ 
Till Nature* s felf fcarce JookM on them as two. 
Hither flies David for advice and aid> 
As fwift a$ ]ove and danger could perfwade : i 

^s fafe in Jonathan's ti'uft his thoughts remain 13c 
As when himfclf but dreams them o'er again. 

" My dcareft lord, farewell !'• faid he, " farewell ! 
*' Heaven blefs the king I may no misfortune tell 
** Th' injuftice of his hate when I am dead I 
** They 're coming now, perhaps^ my guiltlefs head 
** Here in your fight, perhaps, muft bleeding lie, 
*' And fcarce your own (land fafe for being nigh. 
** Think ^iie not fcar'd with death, howe'er 't appear; 
" I know thou canft not think fo 5 'tis a fear 
•/ From which thy love and Dammin fpeaks me free ; 
** I 've met him face to face, and ne'er could ftcc 
** One terror in his looks to make me fly 
** When Virtue bids me ftand ; but I would die 
*' So as becomes my life, fo as may prove 
** Saul's malice, and at lead excufe your love." 145 

He ftopt, and fpoke fome pafllon with his eyes 5 
** Excellent friend !" the gallajit Prince replies, 
** Thou hail fo prov'd thy virtues, tlut they 're known 
** To all good men, more than to each his own. 
** Who lives in IfraeJ, that can doubtful be 150 

•* Of thy great actions ? for he lives by thee. 
«* Such is thy valour, and thy vafl; fuccefs, 
« That all things but thy loyalty arc lefst 



«And, 
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" Andyihoiild mj fsidier at tkj ruin aitt, 
" Twould WOUI14 as mucli hia fstfety at Ills fames i ^ 
" Thisk tKem boC coming, then^ to flay thea hmt^ 
" But doubt mifhapty as little aa you fear i 
" For, by thy loving God, whoever deiign 
" AgaioH thy li£e:^ muft ftrike at it thsough m«ae« 
" But I my royal father muA acquit tim 

** From fuch bofe guilt, or the low thought #f it. 
" Tbiak on his ibftnefs when from death he freed 
" The faithlefs ktng of Amalek's curfed fcsdi 
" Can he to* a friend, to* a Ton, fo bloody growp 
" He who ev*B iinn^d but now to fpare a foe ? s6f 
" Admit he could } but with what ftrength or art 
** Could he fo long dofe and leal up hi» heart? 
" Such counfeU jealous of themfelves become^ 
" And dare not £x without coafent of ieme $ 
[* Few men U> boldly ill, great ikis to do, 170 

" Till licensed and a}^>ix>v*d by others toe. 
'* No more (believe *t} could he hide thit from ilic» 
« Than I, had he difeovcr'd it, from thee/' 

Here they embraces join, and almoft teart } 
Till gentle David thus new proved his fears t 175 

" The praife you pleas'd (grem Piince 1 ) on me to fpend, 
** Was all out-fpoken wIkjb you ftiPd me Friend j 
" That name alone does dangerous gloriee bring, 
*' And gives excufe to th' envy of a king. 
," What did his ^ar, force^ and dark pLots^ imput, 
*^ But feme eternal rancour in his heart ? 
** Still does he glance the fortune of that day 
•* When drown 'd in his own blood QjoJiah lay, 

" And 
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*• And covered half the plain 5 ftill hears the found 
'** How that yaft monfter fell, and ftruck the ground : | 
** The dance, and^ David his ten thoufands flew, * 
*' Still wound his fickly foul, and ftill are new. 
** Great a^s, t* ambitious princes, treafous grow, 
«* So much they hate that fafety which they owe. 
v«< Tyrants dread all whom they raife high in place, 191 
** From the Good, danger ; from the Bad, difgrace : 
** They doubt the lords, miftruft the people*s hate, 
" Till blood become a principle of ftate : 
•* Secured nor by their guards, nor by their right, 
^* But ftill they fear ev'n more than they affright. 195 
•* Pardon me. Sir! your father *s rough and ftem 5 
** His will too ftrong to bend, too proud to learn : 
** Remember, Sir ! the honey's deadly fting 5 
•* Think., on that favage Juftice of the king 5 
** When the fame day that faw you do before 200 

** Things above man, ihould fee you man no more. 
•* 'Tis true th' accurfed Agag mov'd his ruth, 
** He pitied his tall limbs and comely youth : 
«* Had fecn, alas ! the proof of heaven's fierce hate, 
<< And fearM no mifchief from his powerlefs fate i 905 
,** Remember how th* old Seer came raging down, 
*' And taught; him boldly to fufpedl his crown | 
*' Since then,-.his pride quakes at th* Almighty's rod, 
«< Nor dares he love the man belov'd by God. 
'^Hence his deep rage and trembling envy fprings 2x0 
** (Nothing fo wild as jealoufy of kings !) 
** Whom fhould he counfel a(k, with whom advife, 
** Who Rcafon and God's counfel does defpife? 

" Whofft 
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** Whofe headftrong will no law or conicicnce daunt, 
'( Dares be sot fin, do* you think, without your.giantF 
" Yes, if the truth of our fix'd love he knew, 
" He would not doubt, believ 't, to kill cy'n you.** 

The Prince is movM, and ftrait prepares to find 
The deep refolve? of his gricv'd father*s mind ; 
The dai^ger-now appears. Love can Toon ihow *t, »2# 
And force his ftubborn piety to know 't. 
They* agree that David fliould concealed abide. 
Till his great friend had the Court's temper try^d s 
Till he had Saul's moft fecret purpofe found. 
And feirch'd the depth and rancour of his wound. %%^ 

*Twas the yearns feventh-born moon, the folemnfeaft 
That with moft noife its facred mirth exprefs'd. 
Prom opening morn till night (huts in the day. 
On trumpets and /hrill horns the Levites play. 
Whether by this in myftic type we fee sjO 

The New-year's -day of great eternity , 
When the changed moon fhall no more changes make. 
And fcatterM deaths by trumpets* found awake ) 
Or that the Law be kept in memory ftill. 
Given with like noife on Sinai's ihining hill^ %^^ 

Or that (as fome men teach) it did arife 
From faithful Abram's righteous facrifice. 
Who, whilft the Ram on Ifaac's fire did fry. 
His horn with joyful tunes ftood founding by. 
Obfcure the caufe ^ but God his will declarM, %^% 
And all nice knowledge then with eafe is fpar'd. 
At the third hour Saul to the hallow'd tent, 
*Midft a liU'ge train of priefts and courtiers, went| 
> a Tht 
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Here beaoteous Sarah to great Pharaoh camej 
He blu/h'd with fudden paffion, flic with fliamc j «75 
Troubled flie feem'd, and labouring in the ftrife 
'Twixt her own honour and her hulband's life. 
Here on a conquering hoft, that carelefs lay, 
Drown'd in the joys of their new-gotten prey. 
The Patriarch fails ; well-mmgled might you fee iS« 
The confusM marks of death and luxury. 
In the next piece, blefl Salem'^s myftic king 
Does facred prefents to the viftor bring ; • 

Like him whofe type he bears', his rights receives 5 
Striftly requires his due, yet freely gives j 185 

Ev'n in his port, his habit, and his face, 
The mild and great, the prieft and prince, had place. 
Here all their ftarry hoft tlie heavens difplay j 
And lo 1 an heavenly youths more fair than they, 
Leads Abram forth $ points upwards $ <<Such,'* faid he, 
<' So bright and numberlefs, thy feed (hall be/* 
Here he with God a new alliance makes. 
And in his flefh the marks of homage takes : 
And here be three myfterious perfons feafts, 
Well paid with joyful tidings by his gucfts: 155 

Here for the wicked town he prays, and near 
Scarce did the wicked town through flames appear ; 
And all his fate, and all his deeds, were wrought, ^ 
Since he from Ur to Epbron^s cave was brought, 
fiat none ''roongll all the forms drew then their eyes 30* 
Like faithful Abram's righteous facriflce s 
The fad old man mounts flowly to the place. 
With Nature's power triumphant in his face 
Vol. II. I O'er 
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Well might that beauteous ore the grape exprefs, 
Which does weak man intoxicate no-Iefs. 335 

Of the fame wood the gilded beds were made, 
And on them large embroidcr'*d carpets laid, 
From Egypt, the rich Ihop of follies, brought } 
But aits of pride all nations foon are taught. 
Behold feven comely blooming youths appear; 340 
And in their hand» feven filver walh-pots bear, 
Curi'd, and gay clad ; the choiceft foos that Be 
Of Gibeon^ft race, and flaVcs of high degree ! 
Seven beauteous maids marchM foftly in behind f 
Bright fcarfs their cloaths, their hairfrefh garlands^ bind^ 
And, whilft the princes waft, they on them (bed" 
Rich ointments, which their coftly odours fpread 
O'er the whole room; from their fmall prifons frec^ 
With'ftich glad hafte through the wide air they ilee. 
The king was plac'd alone, and o'er his head 359 

A #ell.wrought heaven of filk and gold was ipread. 
Azure the ground, the fun in gold (hone bright. 
But pierc'd' the wandering clouds with filvcr light. 
The right-hand bed the king's three fons did grace. 
The third was Abncr's, Adriel's, David's, place j 355 
And twelve large tables more were fill'd below, 
With the prime men Saurscourt and camp could fliow ; 
The palace did with mirth and mufic found, 
And the crown-'d goblets nimbly mov'd around 5 
But, though bright joy in every gueft did flilne, 360c 
The plenty, (late, mufic, and fpritefiil win». 
Were loft oil Saul 5 an angry care did dwell 
In his dark bread, and all gay forms expel. 

1 2 Pavid'» 
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«« Quitted di' unqueftion'd birthright of a throne, 
« And bought his father*8 ruin with hit own. 
" Thouneed^ft not plead th' ambitious youth's defence j 
" Thy crime clears his, and makes that innocnce i 
" Nor can his foul ingratitude appear, 
" Whilft Ay uniiaturai guilt is plac'd Co near. 
'* Is this that noble friendfhip you pretend ? 
** Mine, thine own, foe^-and thy worft enemy's friend ? 
** If thy low fpirit can thy great birthright quit, 
** The thing 's but juft, fo ill deferv'ft thou it. 
" I, and thy brethren here, have no fuch mind j 
" Nor fuch prodigious worth in David find, 
" That we to him ftiowld our juft rights refign, 4*5 
" Or think God's choice not made fo well as thine, 
" Shame of thy houfe and tribe I hence, from mine eye, 
" To thy falfe friend, and fervile mafter, fiy j 
" He 's ere this time in arms expelling thee 5 
" Hafte, for thof^ arms are rais'd to ruin me ! 410 
*' Thy fin that way will nobler much appear, 
" Than to remain his fpy and agent here. 
" When I think this. Nature, by thee forfook, 
" Forfakes me too." With that his fpear he took 
To ftrike at him 5 the mirth and mufic ceafc 5 415 
Tke guefts all rife this fudden ftorm t' appeafe : 
The Prince his danger, and his diity, knew j 
And low he bow'd, and filently withdrew. 

To David ftrait, who in a foreft nigh 
W^aits his advice, the royal friend does fiy. 4ft# 

The fole advice now, like the danger, clear, 
^as, in fome foreign land this ftonn t* outwear. 

I 3 All 
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Some thin'ga arife of ftrahge and quarreling kindy 

Tho forepart lion, and a fnake behind : 

Here golden mountains fwell. the covetous place. 

And centaurs ride themfelves, a painted raee. 

Of thefe (light wonders Nature fees the ibre, 45^ 

And only then accounts herfelf-but poor« 

Hither an Angel comes, in- David^s trance. 
And finds them mingled in an antique dance $ 
Of all the numerous forms fit choice he takes. 
And joins them vrifely, and this vifion makes :-^ 460 

Firft David there appears in kingly ftate, " 
Whilft the twelve tribes his dread commands await; 
Strait to the wars with his join'd flrength he goes. 
Settles new friends, and flights his ancient foes. 
To Solima,' Canaan*s old head, they came 4^5 

(Since high in note, then not unknown to fame) 5 
The blind and' lame th' undoubted wall defend, 
And no new wounds or dangers apprehend : 
The bafy image of great Joab there 
Difdains the mock, and teaches them to fear : 470 

He climbs the airy wails, leaps raging down. 
New-minted ihapes of (laughter fill the town : 
They curfe the guards their mirth and bravery chofe-^. 
All of them now are (lain, or made like thofc. 
Far through an inward icenc an army lay, 475 

Which with full banners a fair Filh difplay : 
From Sidof^ plains, to happy Egypt's coaft 
They feem all met ; a vait and warlike hod ! 
Thither haftes David, to his dcftin'd prey, 
Honour aiid noble danger lead the way j 4S0 

1 4 'T^^ 
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The confcious trees fhook with a reverent fear 
Their unblown tops ; God walk'd before hiro there. 
Slaughter the wearyM Riphaims* bofom i\\U j '^ 

Dead corpfe embofs the vale with little hills. 
On th* other fide^ Sophenes* mighty king 4S5 

Numberlefs troops of the bleft Eaft does bring : 
Twice are his men cut oiF, and chariots ta>n j 
Damafcus and rich Adad hdp in vain. 
Here Nabathaean troops in battle ftand, 
With all the lufty youth of Syrian land j 45 ©. 

Undaunted Joab ruihes on with fpeed. 
Gallantly mounted on his fiery fteed ; 
He hews down all, and deals his deaths around ; 
The Syrians leave, or poflefs dead, the grround. 
On th' other wing does brave Abiihai ride, 495 

Reeking in blood and duft$ on every fide 
The perjurM fons of Anvmon quit the field | 
Some bafeLy die, and fome more bafely yield* 
Through a thick wood the wretched Hannn flies> 
And far more juftly then fears Hebrew fpies. 500 

Moloch, their bloody God, thrufts out his head. 
Grinning through a black cloud : hin» they *d long fed 
In his feven chambers ; and he ftill did eat 
New-roafted babes, his dear, delicious meat. 
Again they ^arife, more angered than difmayM i 505 
Euphrates and fwift Tygris fends them aid : 
Jn vain they fend it, for again they ^re (lain, 
And feaft the greedy birds on Helay plain. 
Here .Rabba with proud towers affronts the (ky, . 
And round about great JoaVs trencher lie : 510 

They 
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They force the walls, and fack the helpiefs town ; 
Oq Daviil's head fhines Ammon^s mafly crown. 
Midft various torments the cursM race expires s 
David himfelf his fevere wrath admires. 

Next opon liraers throne does bravely lit 515 

A comely ^uth endow*d with wondrous wit* 
Far from the parched Line a royal dame. 
To hear hit tongue and boundlefs wi£dom> came : 
She carried back in her triumphant womb 
The glorious ftock of thousand kings to come. 5%^ 
Here brighteft forms his pomp and wealth difplay, 
Here t]\ey a templets vaft foundations lay i 
A mighty work ! and with fit glories fiU'd 
For God t*; enhabit, and that king to build, 
^e from the quarries, hew out mafly ftone, 515 

Sonie draw it up with cranes ; fome breathe and groan 
In order o'er the anvil ; fonoe cut down 
Tall cedars, the proud mountains* ancient crown ; 
Some carve the trunks, and bfeathing fliapes beftow, 
Qiving ^he trees more life than when they grow : 530* 
Bat, oh, alas ! what fudden doud is fpread 
Ahout this glorious king's eclipfed head ? 
It all his fame benights, and all his ftore. 
Wrapping him round j and now he 's. feen no more ! 

When ftrait his fon appears, at 8ichem crown'd, 335. 
With young and heedlefs council circled round i 
Unfeemly objea 1 but a falling ftate 
Has always its owiji errors joinM with Fate. 
Ten tribes at once forfake the Jcflian throne,. 
Afid bold Adoft*am at his meflage ftoae $ 54» 

« Bfethrea 
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-** Brethren of Ifrael !" — more lie fain would iay. 
But a flint ftoppM his mouth, and fpeech» i' th* way^ 
Here thi^ fond king's, difafters but begin, 
He 's deftin'd to more (hame by' his father'^ fin : 
Sufack comes up» and under his command 54.5 

A dreadful army from fcorchM Afric^s (and. 
As numberlefs as that : all is his prey^ 
The temple's facred wealth they bear away : 
Adrazar's fliields-and golden lofs they take : 
^EPir'n David in his dream does fweat and ihake. 550 
Thus fails this wretched prince ; his loins appear 
*Of lefs weight now than Solomon's fingers were. 

Abijah next feeks Ifrael to regain, 
And wafii in feas of blood his father's fiain : 
Ne'er faw the aged fun fo cniel fight 5 rre 

Scarce faw he this, but hid his bafhful light, 
Nebat's curs' d fon fled with not half his men ; 
^W^here were his gods of Dan and Bethel then ? 
Yet could not this the fatal ftrife decide $ 
-G^d punifh'd one, but blefs'd not th' other fide. 560 

A fan, a juft and virtuous prince, fiicceeds, 
High-rais'd by fame for great and godly deeds : 
He cut the folemn groves where idols ftood. 
And facrific'd the gods with their own wood : 
He vanquifli'd thus the proud weak powers of hell j 5^5 
Before lum next their doating fervants fell : 
So huge an hoft of Zerah's men he flew, 
As made ev'n that Arabia Dcfert too. 
Why fear'd.he then the perjtir'd Baaflgia's fight ? 
4Bf bdught the dang«r«tt$. aid of Syrians' might ? 57a 
>« ' Conqueftt 
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Conqueft, Hearen's gift, csmnot by man be fold 5 
Alas ! what weaknefs trufts he > Man and gold. 

Next Jofaphat poifefs^d the royal ftate 
(An happy prince, well worthy of his fate) ; 
His oft oblations, on God^s altar made, 5^^ 

With thoufand flocks and thoufand herds are paid, 
Arabian tribute ! What mad troops are thofe, 
Thofe mighty troops that dare to be his foes I 
He prays them dead : with mutual wounds they fall ; 
Ose fury brought, one fury (lays, them all. 58« 

Thus fiu he ftill, and fees himfelf to win'; 
Never o'ercome but by 's friend Ahab's fin 5 
On whofc difguife Fates then did only look 5 
And had alraoft .their God*s command miftook-: 
Him from whofe danger Heaven fecurely brings, 585 
And for his fake two ripely wicked kings. 
Their armies languiih, burnt wkh thirft at Scir ; 
Sighs all their cold, tears all their moifture, there; 
They fix their greedy eyes on th* empty (fcy, 
And fancy clouds, and* fo become more dry : 599 

Elifha calls for watere from afar 
To come ; Elifha calls, and here they are : 
In helmets they quaff round the welcome flood ; 
And the decreafe repair with Muab's blood. 
Jehoram next, and Ochbziah, throng 595 

For Judah^s fceptre ; both fhort-Fiv'd too long. 
A Woman too from murther title claims ; 
Both with her fins and fex the crown (he fliames t 
froud, ciitfed woman ! but her fall, at laft, 
Xo4oubting msn clears Heaven for what waspaft. 6o» 

Joas 
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Joas at firft does bright and glorious fliow $ 

In HfeU.frefli morn his fame did early crow ; 

Fair was the promife of his dawning ray. 

But Prophets* angry blood o*ercaft his day } 

From thence his clouds, from thence his ftorms> begin; 

It cries aloud, and twice lets Aram in. 

So Amaziah lives, fo ends his reign ; 

Both by their traiterous fervants juflly (lain. 

Edom at firft dreads his vi&orious hand, 

Bffore him thoufand captives trembling ftand $ 610 

Down a deep precipice, down he cafts them all^ 

The mimic ihapes in feveral poftures fall x 

But then (mad fool !} he does thofe Gods adore 

Which, ^hen pluckM down, had worfliip'd him before! 

Tiuis all his life to come is lofs and (hame j 615 

No help from gods, who themfelves.help'd not, came. 

All this Uzziah*s ftrength and wit repairs. 
Leaving a well-built gi*eatnefs to his heirs ; 
Till leprous fcurf, o'er his whole body caft, 
T^l^es him;at firft from men, from earth at laft* 6zo 
As virtuous was his fon, and happier far i 
Buildings his peace, and trophies grac'd his war. 
But Achat heaps up fms, as if he meant 
To make his worft forefathers innocent t 
He bums his fon at Hinnom, whilft around 625 

The roartf^g child drums and loud trumpets found : 
This to the boy a barbarous mercy grew. 
And fngtchM him from all his miferies to enfue. 
Here Peca comes, and hundred thoufands fall; 
Here Rezin marches up, and fweeps up all } 630 

• . Till, 
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Til], like a Tea, the great Belochus* fon 

Breaks upon both, and both does over-run j 

The laft of Adad's ancient ftock is (lain, 

Ifrae] captivM, and rich Damafcus ta'en ; 

All this wild rage to revenge Judah's wrong | <S)5 

But woe to kingdoms that have friends too ftrong 1 

Thus Hezekiah the torn empire took* 
And AiTur's king, with his worfe gods, forfook { 
Who to poor Judah worlds of nations brings. 
There rages, utters vain and migl^ty things ; 64s 

Some dream of triumphs, and exalted names^ 
Some of dear gold, and fome of beauteous damet } 
Whilft, in the midSt of their huge fleepy boaft, 
Aa angel fcatters death through all the hoft« 
Th^ affrighted tyrant back to Babel hies, 445 

There meets an end far worfe than that he flies. 
Here Hezekiah^s life is almoft done ! 
So good, and yet, alas 1 fo (hort, 'tis fpun : 
Th' end of the line was ravel'd, weak, and oldj 
Time muft go back, and afford better hold 65* 

To tie a new thread to' it, of fifteen years : 
Tis done j th' all-mighty power of prayer and tears! 
Backward the fun, an unknown motion, went $ 
The ftars gazM on, and wonderM whatiie meant. 
Manaffes next (forgetful man !) begins $ 6^55 

EaflavM and fold to Afhur by his (ins} 
Till, by the rod of learned mifer)' taught. 
Home to his God and country both he 's brought i * 
It taught not Ammon, nor his hardnefs brake | 
He '8 made th' example he refused to take. , $60 

Yet 
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Yet from tbiff root a goodly cyon fprings ; 
Jofiah, beft of mefi, as well as kings. 
Down went the calves, with all their gold and coft; 
The priefts then trely griev'd Ofiris loft j 

I 'l^hefe mad Egyptian rites till now reraain'd 5 66^5 

Fools ! they their worfer thraldom ftill retarn'd ? 
In his own Hres Moloch to aAies fell, 
And BO more flames muil have befides his hell } 
Like end Aftarte^s homed image found, 

'itbid Baal's fpired ftone to duft was ground : 670 

No more were men in female habit feen. 
Nor they in menu's, by the lewd Syrian queen : 
No luAful maids at Benos* temple iit, 
And, with their bodies* fliame, their marriage g«t t 

\ !Phe double 2>agon nekher nature faves, 675 

Nor flies ihe back to th^ Eiythrtean waves. 
The traveling fun fees gladly from on high 
His chariots burn, and Nergal quenched He | 
The king^s impartial anger lights on all, 

'^Fi'om fly-blown Accaron to the thundering Baal. 6S0 
Here David*s joy unruly grows, and bold, 
Kor could fleep's filken chain its violence hold, 
Had not the Angel,, to feal faft his eyes, 
The humours ftirrM, and bade more mifts arife : 
• When ftrait a chariot hurries fwift away, 685 

And in it good Jofiah bleeding lay 5 
One hand *s held up, one ftops the wound ; in vain 
They both are usM : alas ! he *s Aain, he *s flain. 

Jehoias and Jehoi'chim next appear j" 
Both urge that vengeance which before was near : ^90' 

He 
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He m Egyptian fetters captive dies, 
Thus by more cotirteous anger mtinler'd lies. 
His fon and brother next do bonds fuftain, 
I&aers nowfolemn and imperial chain. 
Here 's the laft fcene of this proud city'^s ftate j ($05 
All ills are met tyM rn one knot of Fate. 
Their endlcfs flavery in this trial lay 5 
Great God had heap'd-up ages in one day: 
StPcJng works around the wall the Chaldees build, 
The town with grief and dreadful bufinefs fillMj 70#. 
To their carvM gods the frantic women pray, 
Gods, which as near their ruin were as they. ^ 

At lail in ruihes the prevailing foe. 
Does all the mifchief of proud conqneft (hows 
Tlie wondring babes from mothers' breafts are rent. 
And fuffcr ills they neither fear'd nor meant; 
No lilver reverence guards the ftooping age. 
No rule or method ties their boundlefs rage s 
The glorious temple fhines in flame all o'ei*. 
Yet not fo bright as*n its gold before : 7ta 

Nothing but fire or daughter meets the eyes j 
Nothing the ear but groans and difmal cries. 
The walls and towers are level'd with the ground. 
And fcarce aught now of that vaft city 's found, 
Bnt (hards and rubbifh^ which weak iigns might keep. 
Of forepaft glory, and bid travellers weep. 
Thus did triumphant Affnr homewards pafs. 
And thus Jerufalem left, Jerufalem that was'{ 

This Zedechiah faw, and this not all •; 
lefore his face his frienda and children fall^ . ys»* 

The 
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The rport of infolent vl^lors $ this he views, 
A king and father once ! ill Fate could ufe 
His eyes no more to do their mafter fpite ; 
All to be feen (he took, and next his fight. 
Thus a long death in prifon he outwears ; 
3creft of grief's laft folace, ev'n his tears. 

Then Jeconiah's Ton did foremoft come. 
And he who brought the captivM nation home 
A row of worthies in long order pafsM 
O'er the (hort ftage 5 of all old Jofeph hift. 
Fair angels pafs'd by next in feemly bands. 
All gilt, with gilded balkets in their hands: 
Some, as they went, the blue-ey'd violets ftrew 
Some, fpotlefs lilies in loofe order threw; 
Some, did the way with full-blown rofes ipreac 
Their fmell divine, and colour ftrangely red j 
Not fuch as our dull gardens proudly wear. 
Whom weathers taint, and winds* rude kifTes t 
Such, I believe, was the firft rofe's hue, 
JWhich at God's word in Ueauteo^s Eden grew 
Queen of the flowers which made that orchard j 
The morning bluflies of the fpring's new day. 

With fober pace an heavenly maid walks in. 
Her looks all fair ; no iign of native (in 
Through her whole body writ; immoderate gr 
Spoke things far more than human in her face 
It cads a duiky gloom o'er all the flowers ; 
And with full beams their mingled light devou 
An An&el ^^^^ broke from a fliining cloud, 
Aadpfg^ '4 his wings, and with n^uch rcvcrcnc 
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Again he bowM, and grave approach he made. 
And thus his facred melTage fweetly faid : 

" Hail, full of Grace ! thee the whole world ihall call 
" Ahove all bleft; Thee, who (halt blefs them all. 
** Thy virgin womb in wondrous fort (hall (hroud 755 
" Jefus the God (and then again he bowM) ; 
** Conception the great Spirit (hall breathe on thee; 
" Hail thou! who.muft God^s wife, God's mother^ bet 
" With that, his feeming fwin to heaven he rearM; 
" She low obeifance made, and difappear*d«r ji6m 

" Lo ! a new ftar three eaftem fages fee 
" (For why (hould only earth a gainer be ? J' 
** They faw this Phofphor's infant-light, and kacw 
" It bravely ulher'd in a Sun as new : 
" They hafted all this Rifmff Sun t' adors> 765 

'* With them rich myrrh and early fpices^bore % 
** Wife men ! no fitter gift your zeal could- brings 
" You *11 in a noifome (Uble find your King*. 
" Anon a thoufand devils run roaring in $ 
*' Some with a dreadful fmile deformMly grin';. 770 
** Some ftamp their cloven paws, fom& fi'own, and tear 
** The gaping fnakes from their black- knotted hair ; 
** As if all grief, and all the rage of hell, 
" Were doubled now, or that juft now they fell : 
'' But, when the dreaded maid they entering fa\v, 775 
'* All fled with trembling fear and filent awe» . 
*< In her chafte arms th' eternal infant lies, 
** Th' Almighty voice chang'd into feeble cries.- 
** Heaven contain^ virgins oft^ and will do moie^^ 
** Never did virgin contain Heaven before, 780 

Vox.^11, Kr *<- Angels* 
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" Ange]« peep round to view tkis myftic thinly 
** And Halleluiah round, all HaUelw^ Ong/* 

No loader could good David quiet bear 
Th* unwieldy pleafure which o'orflowM him here s 
)t hrokt the fetters, and burft ope bis tyti 785 

Away the timordut tonns together % i 
iFix'd with amaze he ftood $ and time muft take^ 
To iesum if yet he were at laft awake. 
Sometimes he thinks that Heaven this viiios (ent. 
And ordered all the pageants as they went | 799 

Sometimes, that only *twas wild Phanfy^ P^y» 
The loofe and fcatterM relics of the day. 

When Gabriel (no bleft fptrit more kind or fair) 
Bodies and cloaths himfelf with thickened air ^ 
All like a comely youth in lifers freih bloom ^ 795 
Rare workmanship, and wrought by heavenly loom! 
He t^ok for flun a cloud inoft ibft and bright. 
That ere the mid-day fun ptercM through with light $ 
Upon his cheeks a lively blu(k he fpread, 
Wafli'd from the morning beauties^ dcepcft red 3 800 
An harmlefs flaming meteor flttme for hair. 
And fell adown his ihoulders with loofe care $ 
He cuts out a iiik mantle from the fldes, 
Wheoe the mod iipritely azure pleased the eyes $ 
This he with ftarr)' vapours fpaagles all, S05 

Took in their prime, ere they grow ripe and fall : 
Of a new rainbow, ere it £ret or fade. 
The choiceft piece took out, a fcarf is made x 
SmaU ftreaming clouds he does for wings difplay. 
Not virtuous lovers' %hs more ibft than they; Sio 

Thsft 
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Thefe he gilds o*er with the ftin^s richeft rays. 
Caught gliding o'er pure ftreams on which he pl«f t« 

Thus dreft, the joyful Gabriel poftt away, 
Aod carries with him his own glorious day. 
Through the thick woods t the gloomy fliades awhitt 
Put on frefti looks, and wonder why they fmilt 5 
The trembling fcrpents clofe and filent lie $ 
The birds obfcene far from his paflfage fly ) 
A fudden fpring waits on him as he goes. 
Sudden as that which by ci^tion rofe 1 ti% 

Thus he appears to David ; at firft fight 
All earth-bred fears and forrows take their flight. 
In mflies joy divine, and hope, and reft 5 
A facred calm fhines through his peaceful breaft. 
** Hail, man belov'd ! from highelt heaven," (aid he ^ 
" My mighty mafter fends thee Ileal th by me. 
" The things thou faw'ft are full of truth and light, 
" ShapM in the glafs of tlie divine forefight: 
" Ev'n now old Time is harncfling the years 
" To go in order thus. Hence, empty fears ! S30 

*' Thy fate *s all white ; from thy bleft feed fliall fpring 
^ The promisM Shilo, the great myftic King : 
" Round the whole earth his dreaded name (hall found, 
** And reach to worlds that mult not yet be found : 
"The Southern clime him her fole lord fliall iiyh, 831 
" Him all the North, ev'n Albion's ftubborn iile. 
" My fellow-fervant, credit what I tell. 
** Stj-ait into ihapelefs air unfeen he fell/^ 



K a D AVX- 



Digitized by Google 



ifii COWI.EY*S POEM Si, 

D A V I D E I S. 

BOOK UL 



CONTENTS. 

David" s flight to Nob, and entertainment there by the 
High Frieft; from thence to Gath in difguife, where 
he is difcovered and brought to Achis : he counter- 
feits himfelf mad, and efcapes^ to Adullam. A ibort 
enumeration of the forces which come thither to him.. 
A defcription of the kingdom of Moab,,whither Da- 
vid flies ^ his entertainment at Moab*s court : a di- 
greflion of the hiftory of Lot, father of theMoabites^ 
reprefented in picture. Melchor's fong at the feaft, 
Moab defires Joab to relate the ftoiy of David ^ 
which he does : his extra£lion j his excellency in 
poefy, and the effects of it in curing Saurs^malady. 
The Philiftines* army encamped at Damminj the 
defcription of Goliah and his arms ; his challenge to 
the Ifraclites j David's coming to the camp j his fpeech 
to Saul, to defire leave to fight with Goliah : feveral 
fpeeches upon that occafion.The combat and (laughter 
of Goliah, with the defeat of the Philiftines' army. 
Saul's envy to David. The characters of Merab 
andMichaL The Iovgl between David and Michal : 

hii. 



Digiti^d by Google 



DAVIBEIS. Bom lit. 133 

his foDg at her window } his expedition againft the 
Philiftines, and the dowxy of two hundred fbreOcins 
for Michaly with whom he is married. - The folem* 
nities of the wedding. Saul's relapfe, and the caufct 
of David^s flight into the kingdom of Moab, 

RAisM with the news he from high Heaven receives. 
Strait to his diligent God juft thanks he gives j 
To divine Nobe dire£ls then his flight, 
A fmall town, great in fame, by Levi's right j 
Is there, with fpritely wines and hallowed bread, 5 
(But what *8 to hunger hallowM ?) largely fed. 
The good old prieft welcomes his fatal gueft. 
And with long talk prolongs the hafty feaft ; 
He lends him vain Goliah*s facred fWord 
(The fitteft help juft Fortune could afford) ; 10 

A fword whofe weight without a blow might flay. 
Able unblunted-to cut hofts away j 
A fword fo greati that it was only fit 
To takeoff his great head who came with it. 
Thus he arms David : " I your own reftore, 15 

" Take it,'* faid he, " and ufe it as before 5 
" I faw you then, and 'twas the braveft fight 
" That ere thefc eyes ow'dthe difcovering light: 
" When yoo ftep'd forth, how did the monfter rage; 
*• In fcom df your foFt looks and tender age ! »o 

" Some your high fpirit did mad prefumption call, 
" Some pitied that fuch youth fhould idly fall 9 
** Th' "uncircumcis'd fmirj grimly with difdain 5 
■" I knew the day was yours : I faw it plain^'* 
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Sometimes a violent laughter icrew'd hit face, 55 

And fometlmes ready tears dropM down apace i 
Sometimes he fix'd his flaring eyes on ground. 
And fometimeft in wild manner hurlM them round* 
More full revenge Philiftians could not wiih : 
But call *t the juftice of their mighty Fi(h. 6p 

They now in height of anger let him live ; 
And freedom too, t* encreafe his fcom, they give i 
He, hy wife madnefs freed, does homeward flee, 
And rage makes them all that he feem'd to be. 

Near to Adullam, in an aged wood, ^5 

An hill, part earth, part rocky ftone, thei'e ftood. 
Hollow and vail withiii, which Nature wrought. 
As if by** her fcholar Art (he had been taught. 
Hither young David with his kindred came, 
Servants and friends j many his fpreading fame, 70 
Many their wants or difcontents, did call-: 
Great men in war, and almoft armies, all I 
Hither came wife and valiant Joab down 
(One to whom David's felf muft owe his crown) ; 
A mighty man, had not fome cunning fin, 75 

Amidft fa many virtues crowded in. 
With him Abiihai came, by whom there fell 
At once three hundred 1 with him Afahelj 
Afahel, fwifter than the northern wind ; 
Scarce could the nimble motions of his mind T# 

Outgo his feet ; fo ftrangely would he run, 
That time itfelf perceived not what was done t 
Oft o^er the lawns and meadows would he pafs. 
His weight unknown, and harmlefs to the grafs.} 
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Oft o'er the fands and hollow dull would trace^ S5 

Yet no one atom tix>uble or difplace. 

Unhappy youth ! whofe end fo near I fee ! 

There *ft nought but thy ill fate fo fwift as thee. 

Hither JeiRdes* wrongs Benaiah drew. 
He who the vaft exceeding monfter flew^ 90 

Th* Egyptian like an hill himfelf did rear. 
Like fome tall ticeupon it feem'd his fpear j 
But by Benaiah's ftafF he fSell, o'erthrown ; 
The earth, as if worft ftrook, did loudeft groan. 
Such was Benaiah j in a narrow pit 95 

He faw a lion, and leapt down to it ; 
As eafily there the royal beaft he tore. 
As that itfelf did kids or lambs before. 
Him Ira followed, a young lovely boy, 
B«t full of fpirit, and arms was all his joy ; xo» 

Oft, when a child, he in his dream would fight 
With the vain air, and his wak'd mother fright 5 
Oft would he fhoot young birds, and, as they fall. 
Would laugh, and fancy them Philiftians all : 
And now at home no longer would he ftay, 105 

Though yet the face did fcarce his fex beti*ay. 
Dodos* great fon came next, whofe dreadful hand 
SnatchM ripenM glories from a conquering band ; 
Who knows not Dammin, and that bar]ey>field, 
Which did a ftitinge and bloody harveft yield ? xiO 
Many' befides did this new troop encrcafe j — 
Adan, whofe wants made him uniit for peaces 
Eliel, whofe full quiver did always bear 
As in any deaths as in it arrows were | 
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None from his hand did vain or innocent flee, 115 
Scarce Love or Fate could aim fo well as he. 
Many of Judah took wrong'd David's fide. 
And many of old Jacob's youngeft tribe $ 
But his chief ftrength the Gaihite foldiers are, 
£ach fingle man able V overcome a war ! 1 19 

Swift as the darts they fling through yielding air. 
And hardy all as the ftrong fteel they beari 
A lion*s noble rage fits in their face. 
Terrible comely, ann'd with dreadful grace I 

Th* undaunted Prince, though thus well -guarded hcr«. 
Yet his flout foul durft for his parents feai* i 
He feeks for them a fafe and quiet feat. 
Nor tru'fts his fortune with a pledge fo great. 
So, when in hoftile fire rich Afia's pride 
For ten years' fiege had fully fatisfy'd, 130 

-^neas ftole an aft of higher fame, 
And bore Anchifes through the wondering flame; 
A nobler burden, and a richer prey, 
Than all the Grecian forces bore away ! 
Go, pious Prince ! in peace, in triumph go 5 135 

Injoy the conquefl: of thine overthrow j 
To have fav'd thy Troy would far lefs glorious be j 
By this thou overcom'ft their victory. 
Moab next Judah, an old kingdom, lies ; 
Jordan their touch, and his cursed fea denies 2 149 

They fee North- ftars from o^er Amoreus^ ground, 
£dom and Petra their South part does bound ; 
Eaft wards the lands of Cuih and Ammon lie, 
Tiie morning's happy beams they firft efpy i 

The 
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The region with fat foil and plenty *s blel|» 145 

A foil too good to be of old pofleft 

By monftrout Emins^ but Lot's offspring came^ 

And conquered both the people and the name j 

Till Seon drave them beyond Arnon^s flood. 

And their fad bounds markM deep in their own blood. 

in llefbonv his triumphant court he placM, 

Heibon, by Men and Nature fbangely grac'd j 

A glorious town, and fill'd with all delight 

Which peace could yield, though well prepar^'d for 

fight. ' 

' But this proud city, and her prouder lord, 155 

Felt the keen rage of Ifraers facred fwocd j 
Whilfl Moab triumphed in her torn eflate. 
To fee her own become her conqueror^s fate t 
Yet that fmall remnant of Lot's parted crown 
Did, arm'd with Ifrael's fms, pluck Ifrael down t z^ft 
Full thrice fix years they felt fierce Eglon's yoke. 
Till Ehud's fword God's vengeful meffage fpoke ; 
Since then their kings in quiet hel4 their own. 
Quiet, the good of a not-envy'd throne I 
And now a wife old prince the fceptre fway'd, 165. 
Well by his fubje£ls and himfelf obey'dj 
Only before his father's gods he fell } 
Poor wretched man ! almoft too. good for hell! » 
Hither does David his bled parents bring j 
With humble greatnefs begs of Moab*s king xja 

A fafe and fair abode, where they might live. 
Free from thofe ftorms >¥ith which, himielf muft ftrive. 
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The lung with chearful grace his fuit approy^d^ 
B^ hate to Saul, and love to Virtue, movM. 
« Welcome great Knight, and your fair Troop," faid 
he, 175 

** Your name found welcome long before with me i 
** That to rich Ophir^s ri£ng mom is known, 
" And ftretch^d-out far to the burnt fwarthy sone : 
" Swift Fame, when her round journey (he does make^ 
" Scorns not fometimes us in her way to take. i8a 
" Are you the man did that huge giant kill, 
" Great Baal of Phegor ? and how young he *s ftill I 
" From Ruth we heard you came i Ruth was bom here^ 
" In Judah fojourn'd, and (they fay) matched there 
" To one of Bethlem ; which I hope is tme : ilf. 
" Howe'er, your virtues here entitle you : 
" Thofe have the beft alliance always been 5 
" To gods as well as men they make us kin/* 

He fpoke, and ftrait led in his thankful guefts, 
T' a ftately room preparM for (hows and feafls : i9# 
The room with golden tapeftry glifterM bright. 
At once to pleafe, and to confound, the fight, 
Th* excellent work of Babylonian hands ! 
In midft a table of rich ivory ftands. 
By three fierce tigers, and three lions home, 19 j 

Which grin, and fearfully the place adorn $ 
Widely they gape, and to the eye they roar, 
A$ if they hungered for the food they bore. 
About it beds of Libyan citron ftood, 
Widi coverings dy'd in Tynan fiihes* blood 200 

(They 
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One eye was cIosM, fiirpriz'd by Aidden night. 
The other trembled ftiH with parting light : 
The wind admir'd, which her hair loofely bore. 
Why it grew ftiiF, and now would play no nion 
To heaYVn flie lifted up her freezing hands. 
And to this day a fuppHant pillar ftands : 
She try'd her heavy foot from ground to rear. 
And raised the hed, but her toes rooted there : 
Ah, foolifh woman ! who muft always be 
A iight more ftrange than that ihe tum'd to fee 
Whilft David fed with thefe his curious eye. 
The feaft is now (erv'd-in, and down they lie. 
Moab a goblet takes of mafly gold, 
Which Zippor, and from Zippor all of old 
QuolTd to their gods and friends : an health go< 
In the brifk grape of Amon's richeft ground. 
Whilft Melchor to !s harp with wondrous (kill 
(For fuch were poets then, and fhould be ftill) 
His noble verfe through Nature's fccrets led : 
He fung what fpirit through the whole mafs is 1 
Erery-where All j how heavens God's law appi 
And think it reft eternally to move 5 
Haw the kind Am ufefully comes and goes, 
Wants i^himfelf, yet gives to man repofe j 
How his round journey does for ever laft, 
And how he baits at every fea in hafte: 
He fif ng liew earth blots the moon*s gilded wai 
Whilst foolifh men beat fotrnding brafs in vain j 
Why the gpeat waters her flight homr obey, 
^f ciiaD^iPg hornsy not ccnftaater than they : 
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He fung how gndy comets hamg in atr ; 
Why ffford and plagues attend their fatal hair ; %^ 
God^s beacons for the world, drawn np Co hr^ 
To poUifh ill, and raife all earth to war : 
Wky contraries feed thunder in the cloud $ 
What motions vex it, till it roar fo loud : 
How lambent fires become fo wondrous tame, t^^ 
And bear fuch fhining winter in their flame ; 
What radiant pencil draws the ^atery bow : 
What ties up hail, and picks the fleecy fnow : 
What palfy of the earth here fhakes fix'd hills 
From off her brows, and here whole rivers fpills* 300 
Thus did this Aeathen Nature^s fecrets tell. 
And fometimes mifsM the Caufe, buf fought it well. 

Ssch was die fauce of Moab^s noble feaf^, 
Till night far fpcnt invites them to their reft j 
Only the good old Prince flays Joab there, 305 

And much be tells, and much defires to hear : 
He tells deeds antique, aiid the new defires ; 
Of David much, and much of Saul, enquires. 
" Nay, gentle guefl !" faid he " fince now you 're in, 
** The ftory of your gallant friend begin ; 310 

" His birth, his rifing, tell, and various fate, 
** And how he flew that^an of Gath of late, 
" What was he caird ^ that huge and monftrous man !*« 
With that he ftoppMi and Joab thus began :•— 

'* His birth, great Sir ! fo much to mine is tyM, 315 
" That praife of that might look from me like pride : 
" Yet^ without boail, his veins contain a flood 
'' Of th* old Jodaean Ifon^s richeft blood. 
I '«« From 

1 
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'* From Judah Pharez, from bim Efrom, came, 
*< Ram, Naihon, Salmon, names fpoke loud by fame : 
'* A name no lefs ought Boaz to appear, 
*' By whofe blcft match we come no firangers h^re : 
** From him and your fair Ruth good Obed fprung, 
*< From Obed Jefle^ J^iTe, whom Fame^s kindeft tongue^ 
** Counting his birth, and high nobility, fliali 315 
« Not Jeffe of Obed, but of David, call, 
« David, bom to him feventhj the fixth births pad 
«« Brave trials of a work more great at laft. 
*< Blefs me ! how fwift and growing was his wit I 
, '« The wings of Time flagged dully after it. 33a 

'< Scarce paft a child, all wonders would he iing 
«« Of Nature's law, and power of Nature's king. 
«« His iheep. would fcorn their food to hear his lay,^ 
*^ And favage beads ftand by as tame as they ; 
** The fighting winds would ftop there, and admire,. 
« Learning confcnt and concord from his lyre 5 
** Rivers, whofe waves roll'd down aloud before,. 
** Mute as their Eih, would liften towards the ihore. 

" 'Twas now the tim,e when firft Saul God forfook,i 
** God Saul } the room in 's heart wild pafTons took : ; 
" Sometin^es a tyrant-Frenfy reverd there, 
** Sometimes black Sadnefs, and deep,, deep Defpair. 
*• No help from herbs or learned drugs he finds, 
** They cure but fometime bodies, never minds : 
«« Mufic alone thofe ftorras of foul could lay 5 31.5 
*» Not more Saul them, than mufic they, obey. 
«« David 's now fent for, and his harp muft bring ) I 
f*His harp, that magic bore on every firing: 1 
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** When SauPs rude paffions did moil tumult keep j 
" With his foft notes they all dropp'ddown afleep : 350 
" When his dull fpirits lay drown'd in death and night, 
''He with quick ftrains raisM them to life and light. 
" Thus chear'd he Saul, thus did his fury Twage, 
" Till wars began, and times more fit for rage. 
" To Helah plain Philiftian troops are come, 355 

"And war^s loud noife ftrikes peaceful mufic dumb* 
" Back to his rural care young David goes ; 
" For this rough work Saul his ftout brethren chofe : . 
" He knew not what his hand in war could do, 
"Nor thought his fword could cure men's madnefs too. 
" Now Dammin 's deflin'd for this fcene of blood j 
" On two near hills the two proud armies ftood, 
" Between, a fatal valley ftretch'd-out wide, 
" And death f^em'd ready now on either fide 5 
"When lo 1 their hoft raisM all a joyful (hout, 365 
" And from the midft an hug« a,ndmonftrousmanftepp*d 
" Aloud they ihouted at each ftep he took 5 [out, 

" We, and the earth itfelf beneath him, ihook 
" Vaft as the hill, down which he marchM, he' appeared ; 
" Amaz'd all eyes, nor was their army fear'd. 370 
" A young tall 'fquire (though then he feem'd not fo) 
" Did from the camp at firft before him go 5 
" At firft he did, but fcarce could follow ftrait, 
" Sweating beneath a ftiield's unruly weight, 
" On which was wrought the gods' and giants' figbt,; 
"Rare work! all fill'd with terror and delight. 
" Here a vaft hill 'gainft thundering Baal was thrown, 
' ** Trees and beafts on 't fell burnt with lightning down | 
Vol. II. i* "Ona. 
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** One flings a mountain, and its river too, 

** Torn up with 't i that rains back on him that tl 

•* Some from the main to pluck whole iflands try 

«* The fca boils round with flames fhot thick froxn 

*« This he bcliev'd, and on his Ihield he bore, 

** And prais'd their ftrength, but thought his own 

** more. 
*< The valley now this monfter feem'd to fill ; 
*• And we, methoughts, looked up t*him from our 
** All armM in brafs, the richeft drefs of war 
" (A difmal glorious fight!) he (hone afarj 
" The fun himfelf ftartcd with fudden fright, 
** To fee his beams return fo difmal bright : 
•* Braft was his helmet, his boots brafs ; and o'ei 
'** His breaft a thick plate of ftrong brafs he wore 
** His fpear the trunk was of a lofty tree, 
** Which Nature meant fome tall fliip's mad fhoii 
<* Th' huge iron head fix hundred fhekels weighed 
** And of whole bodies but one wound it made ; 
•« Able Death's worft command to overdo, 
«« Deftroying life at once and carcafe too. 
" Thus arm'd he ftood ; all direful, and all gay, 
*« And round him flung a fcornfiil look away : 
** So, when a Scythian tiger, gazing round, 
** An herd gf kine in fome fair plain has found, 
** Lowing Tecure, he fwells with angry pride, 
•*' And calls forth all his fpots on every fide; 
•** Then flops, and hurls his haughty eyes at all, 
-*« In choice of fome ftron^ neck on which to fall 
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'' Almoft he fcorns fo weak, fo cheap a prey, 
" Ajid grieves to fee them trembling hafte atiray. 
" Ye men of Jury, *he cries, if men you be, 
" And foch dare prove yourfelves to fame and me, 410 
" Chu(e out *mongft all your troops the boldeft knight^ 
^'To try his ftrength and fate with me in fight : 
" The chance of war let us two bear for all, 
" And they the conqueror fervc whofe knight fliall fall.** 
" At this he pausM awhile : Strait, I defy 41 5 

" Your gods and you ; dares none come down and die ? 
" Go back for (hame, and Egypt's flavery bear, 
" Or yield to us, and ferve more nobly here, 
*' Alas 1 ye 'ave no more wonders to be done, 
" Your forcerer Mofes now, and Jofhua, 's gone 5 410 
" Your magic trumpets then could cities take, 
*' And founds of triumph did your battles make. 
" Spears in your hands and manly fwords are vain ; 
" Get you your fpells and conjuring rods again. 
*' Is there no Sampfon here ? Oh that there were! 415 
*' In hia fkill ftrength, and long, enchanted hair^ 
" This fword (hould be in the weak razor's ftcad $ 
" It fhouy not cut his hair off, but his head. 

** Thru he blafphem'd aloud $ the vallies round 
*' Flatteringhis voice, reftorM the dreadful (bund : 430 
" We turnM us trembling at the noife, and feared 
" We had behind fome new Goliah heard. 
*^ Twas Heaven, Heaven fure (which David's glory 

•* meant 
*' Through this whole a^) fuch facred terror fent 
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'' To all our hoft ; for there was Saul in places 435 

■* Who ne'er faw fear but in his enemy's face j 

** His god-like fon there in bright armour (honey 

** Who fcorn'd to conquer armies not alone 1 

** Fate her own book miftrufted at the fight j 

** On that (ide war, on this a fingle fight. 440 

•* There ftood Benaiah, and there trembled too, 

** He who th' Egyptian proud Goliah flew j 

•* In his pale fright, rage through his eyes ihot flame, 

*' He faw his fhS^, and bluih'd with generous fhamc ; 

*' Thoufands befide ftood mute andheartlefs there, 445 

** Men valiant all j nor was I us'd to fear. 

** Thus forty days he march'd down arm'd to fight, 
•• Once every morn he march'd, and once at night. 
** Slow rofe the fun, but gallopM down apace, 
** With more than evening blufhes in his face : 450 
" When Jefle to the camp young David fent ; 
*« His purpofe low, but high was Fate's intent ; 
•* For, when the monfter's pride he faw and heard, 
** Round him he look'd, and wonder'd why tbey fear'd, 
** Anger and bi*ave difdain his heart pofTefs'd, 455 
** Thoughts more than manly fwell'dhis youtjjbful breail J 
*' Much the rewards propos'd his fpirit enflame, 
*< Saul's daughter much, and much the voice of Fame* J 
" Thefe to their juft intentions ftrongly move, 
« But chiefly God, and his dear country's love. 460 1 
*' Refolv'd for combat, to Saul's tent he 's brought, 
** Where thus he fpoke, as boldly as he fought: I 

« Henceforth I 
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'< Henceforth no more, great Prince^ yoar'facred 
"breaft 
" With that huge talking wretch of Gatb, moleft ; ^ 
" This hand alone fliall end his curfed breath ; 46$ 
" Fear not, the wretch blafphemes himfelf to death, • 
" And, cheated with falfe weight of his own might, 
** Has challenged Heaven, not us, to fingle fight. 
" Forbid it, God ! that, where thy right is try'd, 
" The ftrength of man ihould And juft caufe for pride! 
" Firm like fome rock, and vaii, he feems to ftand, 
" But rocks we know were opM at thy command : 
" That foul, which now does fuch large members fway, 
" Through one fmall wound will creep in hafte away } 
" And he who now dares boldly Heaven defy, 475 
" To every bird of heaven a prey ihall lie : 
" For *tis not human force we ought to fear $ 
** Did that, alas ! plant our forefathers here ? 
" Twice fifteen kings did they by that fubdue ? 
" By that whole nations of Goliahs flew ? 4S0 

" The wonders they performM may ftill be done i 
*' Mofes and Jofhua is, but God *s not, gone. 
** We 'ave loft theii* rod and trumpets, not their (kill j 
" Prayers and belief are as ftrong witchcraft ftill : 
" Thefe are more tall, more giants far, than he, 485 
" Can reach to heaven, and thence pluck vi6lory. 
" Count this, an4 then. Sir, mine th* advantage is j 
" He *s ftronger JFar than I, my God than his. 

'* Amazement f(Az'd on all, and fhame, to fee 
" Their own fears fcom'd by one fo young as he. 490 
L 3 «' Brave 
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*• Bnivc youth, re)}lie« the king, whoTe daring m^d, 

** Ere come to manhood, leaves it quite behind ; 

*« Referve tky valour for more equal fight, 

•* And let thy body grow up to thy fprite, 

** Thou 'rt yet too tender for fo rude a foe, 495 

** Whofc touch would wound thee more than him thy 

•* Nature his limbs only for war made fit, [blow : 

** In thine as yet nought befide love fhe 'has writ. 

** With fome lefs foe thy unflefli*d valour try ; 

** This monfter can be no firft viftory. 500 

** The lion*8 royal whelp does not at firft 

** For blood of Bafan bulls or tigers thirft 5 

*• In timorous deer he hanfels his young paws, 

*' And leaves the rugged bear for firmer claws, 

** So vaft thy hopes, fo unproportionM, be, 505 

** Fortune would be afliam'd tofecond thee. 

<< He faid, and we all murmured an affent; 
** But nought moves David from his high intent. 
** It brave to him, and ominous, does appear, 
*• To be opposed at firft, and conquer here j 510 

** \yhich be refoWes. Scorn not, faid he, mine agcj 
** For viftory comes not, like an heritage, 
*• At fet-years : — when my father's flock I fed, 
** A bear and lion, by fierce hunger led, 
** Broke from the wood, and fnatch'd my lambs away \ 
** Prcm their grim mouths I forc'd the panting prey i 
*' Both bear and lion ev'n this hand did kill : 
** On our great oak the bones and jaws hang ftill. 
•* My God 's the fame, which then he was, to-day, 
y And this wild wretch almoft the fame as they; 520 

«c Who 
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" Who from fuch danger fav'd my flock, wilUje 
« Of Ifrael, his own flock, Icfs careful be ?*' 

" Be't fo then, Saul burfts forth 5 and Thou on high,. 
" Who oft in weaknefs doft moft ftrength defcry— 
'* At whofe dread beck conqueft expcfting ftands, 515 
^ And cafts no look down on the fighters* hands-^ 
« Aifift what Thou infpir'ft ; and let all fee, 
" As boys to giants, giants are to Thee. 

" Thus : and with trembling hopes of ftrange fuccefsy. 
** In his own arms he the bold youth does drefs. 530 
" On *s head an helm of well -wrought brafs is plac'd,. 
" The top with warlike plume feverely grac'd j 
" His breaft a plate cut with rare figures bore, 
" A fword much pra£lisM in death*S art he wore. 
** Yet David, us'd fo long to no defence, 535 

** fiut thofe light arms of Spirit and Innocence, 
" No good in fight of that gay burden knows, 
*< But fears his own arms* weight more than bis foes.. 
" He loft himfelf in that difguife of war, 
** And guarded feems as men by prifons are ; 540 
** He therefore, to exalt the wondrous fight, 
** Prepares now, and difarms himfelf for fight, 
" *Gainft fhield, helm, breaft.-plate ; and, inftead of thoib,, 
" Five fliarp fmooth ftones from the next brook he chofe, 
" And fits them to his fling ; then marches down j 545 
" For fword, his enemy's he efteem'd his'own. 
" We all with various paflions ftrangely gaz'd, 
*' Some fad, fome (hamM, feme angry ; all amaz*d. 

** Now in the valley 'he ftands j through *s youthful face 
** Wrath checks the beauty, and flieds manly grace. 

L 4. " Botk, 
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** Both ia; his looks fo joined, that they might more 
** Fear ev'n in friends, and from an enemy love. 
'* Hot as ripe noon, fweet as the blooming day, 
** Like July furious, but more fair than May. 
** Th' accurs'd Philiftian ftands on th' other fide, 55^5 
** Grumbling aloud, and fmiles 'twixt rage and pride. 
** The plagues of Dagon ! a fmooth boy, faid he, 
«' A curfed beardlefs foe, opposM to me ! 
•** Hell I with what arms (hence, thou fond child !) he ""s 

" come! 
** Some friend his mother call, to drive him home. 560 
** Not gone yet ! if one minute moje thou ftay, 
'' The birds of heaven (hall bear thee dead away. 
** Gods ! a cursM boy ! — the reft then murmuring out, 
** He walks, and cafts a deadly grin about. 
** David, with chearful anger in his eyes, 565 

** Advances boldly on, and thus. replies : 
*' Thou com'ft, vain man ! all arm'd into the field, 
** And trufteft.thofe war toy«,.thy fword and fhield : 
*** Thy pride 's my fpear, thy blafphemies my fword ; 
** My fliield, thy Maker, fool I the mighty Lord 570 
•* Of thee and battles ; who hath fent forth me 
-** Unarai'd thus, not to fight, but conquer, thee. 
** In vain (hall Dagon, thy falfe hope, withftand ; 
** In vain thy other god, thine own right hand : 
** Thy fall to man fhall Heaven's ftrong juftice ifhew; 
** Wretch 1 *tis the only good which thou canft do." 

** He faid ; our hoft ftood dully iilent by j 
, •* And durft.not truft their ears again ft the eye j 

« As 



d by Google 



B A V I P B I^. Book 4(1. ^153 

"** As much their champion^s threats to him they fear*4« 
" As when the raonfter's threats to them they heard, 
" His flaming fword th' enrag'd Philiftian fliakes, 
*' And hade t* his ruin with loud curfes makes ; 
*^ Backward the winds his a£live curfes blew, 
** And fatally round His own head they flew 1 
*' For now from David's fling the ftone is fled, 585 
" And ftrikes with joyful noife the monfter's head j 
" It ftrook his forehead, and pierced deeply fhere, 
** As fwiftly as it piercM before the air : 
" Down, down'he falls, and bites in vain the ground j 
*' Blood, brain, anji foul, croud mingled through the 

" wound! 
" So a ftrong dak, whicli many years had flood 
" With fair and flourilhing boughs, itfelf a wood— - 
" Though it might long the axe*s violence bear, 
'" And play'd with winds which other trees did tear— 
** Yet by the thunder's ftroke from th' root 'tis rent 
" (So fure the blows that from high Heaven are fent !) 
" Whit tongue the joy and wonder can exprcfs, 
*' Which did that moment our whole hofl pofTefs ! 
" Their jocund fliouts th"* air like a florm did tear, 
*' Th' amazed clouds fled fwift away with fear ; 600 
" But far more fwift th' accursM Philiftines fly, 
" And, their ill fate to perfeft, bafely die. 
" With thoufand corpfe the virays around are ftrown, 
** Till they by the day's flight fecUre their own. 
** Now through the camp founds nought butDavid's name j 
" All joys, of feveral ftamp and colours, came 
" From feveral paflions : fome his valour praife, 
" Some his free ipcech, fame the fair popular rays 

«« Of 
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3Uth, and beauty, and his modcft guiTe ; 
I that mov'd all, but charm'd the feniale e; 

I wonder,fome they thought 'twould be fo, i 
fome faw angels flying through the air : 
bafeft fpirits caft back a crooked glance 
tiis great a£l, and fain would give 't to Ci 
nen our hoft with fongs and dances meet, 
i^much joy Saul, David with more,, they g 
:e the king's politic rage and envy flows, 
ch firft he hides, and feeks his life V expoi 
rcnerous dangers, that his hate might ciea; 

Fate or Chance the blame, nay David, be. 
ain are man's defigns ! for Fate and Chan 
Earth and Heaven, confpir'd to his advan 
beauty, yo«th, courage, and wondrous wil 

II mankind but Saul did love beget. 
Saul's own houfe, not his own neareft blo< 
noble caufe's facred force withflood. 

've met no doubt, and kindly us'd, the fa 
jod-like Jonathan's illuftrious namej 
ime which every wind to heaven would be; 
ch men to fpeak, ^nd angels joy to hear, 
mgel e'er bore to his brother Mind 
indnefs more exalted and refin'd, 
n his to David ; which lookM nobly dowr 
i fcorn'd the falfe alarums of a crown, 
^ammin field he flood, and from his, place 
:^ forth, the wondrous conqueror to embi 
I his mantle, girdle, fword, andbow, 
his Ueart and fo\il, he did bellow ; 
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^1*8 {jure ikin ihone with Aich taintlefs wh 
auerM the weak rays of human fight i 
ips and checks a nobler red did (hew, 
€*er on fruits or flowers heaven's pencil di 
Merab's eyes fierce and quick lightnings 
Michal's, the fun's mild, yet aftive, flam 
Vs long hair was glofly chefnut brown 5 
es of paleft gold did Michal crown, 
was their outward form $ and one might i 
flference not unlike it in the mind, 
lb with comely majefty and ftate 
high th' advantage of her worth and fate j 
humble fweetnefs did foft Michal (how, 
none who reach fo high e'er ftoop'd fo Ic 
lb rejoiced in her wrack'd lovers' pain, 
fortify'd her virtue with difdain : 
griefs (he causM, gave gentle Michal grie: 
wilh'd her beauties lefs, for their relief) ; 
to her captives civil ; yet th' excefs 
aked virtue guarded her no lefs. 
lefs and power Merab's large thoughts die 
ivit difdain'd the fetters of hei fex : 
lal no lefs difdain'd affairs and^noife, 
iid it not from ignorance, but choice, 
ief, both copies were more fweetly drawn 
lb of Saul, Michal of Jonathan, 
le day that David great Goliah (lew, 
great Goliah's fword was more his due 
[I Merab ; by Saul's public promife (he 
foW then, and bctroth'd to Victory 5 
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" Bot haughty flie did this juft match dcfpife 

" (Her pride debauchM her judgment and her eyet). ' 

" An unknown youth, ne>r feen at court before, 

*' Who ftiepherd^s ftaif, and fhepherd*s habit, bore, 

" The feventh-boni fon of no rich houfe— were ftill ' 

" Th* unpleafant forms which her high thoughts did fill: 

" And much averfion in her ftubbom mind 705 

" Was bred by being pronrisM and defignM. 

** Long had the patient Adriel humbly borne 

'' The roughed ihocks of her imperious fcom t 

" Adriel the rich ; but riches wei-e in vain, 

" And could not fet him free, nor her enchain. 710 

" Long livM they thus ;->but, as the hunted deer, 

" Clofcly purfued, quits all her wonted fear, 

" And takes the neareft waves $ which from the {here • 

" She oft with horror had beheld before : 

" So, whilft the violent maid from David fled, 715 

" She leapM to Adriel' s long- avoided bed $ 

*^ The match was namM, agreed, and finifli'd, ftrait | . 

" (So foon complyM Saul's envy with her hate !) 

^* But Michal, in whofe breaft all virtues move, 

^' That hatch the pregnant feeds cf facred love, 710 

*' With jufter eyes the noble object meets,. 

" And turns all Merab^s poifon into fweets : 

*^ She faw, and wondered how a youth unknown 

" Should make all fame to come fo foon his ownt 

" She faw, and wonder*d how a fliepherd's crook 725 

" DeipisM that fword at which the fccptre ihook ; 

" Though he feventh-born,and though his houfe butpoor^ 

y She kaew it noble was, and would be more. 

«Oft 
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<« Oft had ih« beird, and faiTcy*fl oft ^e iigfat, 

'< Witk what a gCBCCOus calm lie marchM to figiit } 73Q 

•* In the ^at danger how exen^t from fear, 

^ And after it frdn pride, he did appear. 

*' Greataeffi and goodnefft, and aa air divine, 

^' She faw through a31 his words and ft£lfons (hine ; 

*< She heard hk eloquent tongue, and charming lyre, 

** Whofe artftil founds did vtoient lore infpire, 

** Though usM all t>ther paflions to relieve: 

** She weigh'd all this 5 and well we may conceive, 

** When thofe ftrong thoughts attack'd her doubtful 

« breaft, 
*** His beauty no lefs a£tive than the reft. 740 

** The fire thus kindled foon grew fierce and great, 
*< When David's breaft reflefted back its heat. 
<« Soon flie perceived (fcarce can Love hidden lie 
** From any fight, much lefs the loving eye) 
«' She conqueror was, as well as overcome, 745 

** And gainM no lefs abroad than loft at honie. 
*« Ev'n the firft hour they met (for fuch a pair, 
** Who in all mankind elfe fo matchlefs were, 
«« Yet their own equals. Nature's felf does wed) 
** A mutual warmth through both their bofoms fpread 1 
** Fate gave the figns^l ; both at once began 
« The gentle race, and with juft pace they ran. 
<« Ev'n fo, methinks, when two fair tapers come 
<* From feveral doors, entering at once the room, 
** With a fwift flight, that leaves the eye behind, 755 
<« Their amorous lights into one light arc join'd. 

«« Nature 
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'^Kature bedelf» were (he to judge the alt, 
'** Knew cot wtikk lirft began tkc kiiul embrace. 
" Michal hermodeft Annies fought to conceal, 
" But 'love even tb* art to hide it doe* rereal t 760 

« Her foft unpraai»'d eyct betrayM the theft, 
** Love pafsM through them, and there fuch footftept^leftl 
'< She bluihM when he a^proach^d, and when he (poke j 
" And fuddenly her wandering anfwers broke 
^' At his name''« found ; and,when fhe heard him praised, 
" With concernM hafte her thoughtful looks (he raised* 
" Uncaird-for fighs oft from her bofom flew, 
" And Adriel's afHrc friend ftie' abruptly grew. 
" Oft, when the Court'^s gay youth ftood waiting "by, 
" She ftrove to aft a cold indifferency ; 770 

" In vain ihe afted fo conftrain^d a part, 
" For thoufand namekfs things diliclos^d her heart. 
" On th'^ther fide, David with filent pain 
" Did in refpeftful bounds his fires contain : 
*' His humble fear f offend, and trembling awe, 775 
" ImposM on him a no-lefs rigorous law 
**Than modefty on her; and, though he ilrove 
*' To make her fee *t, he duril not tell his love* 
" To tell 4t firil, ihe timorous youth made choice 
" Of muiic^s bolder and more aftive iKrice ; 780 

^' And thus, beneath her window, did he touch * 

^' His faithful lyre ; the words and numbers fuch 
'*' As did well worth my memory appear, 
^ And may perhaps deferve your prinoely ear t 

^ AWAKE, 
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" AWAKE, awake, my Lyre ! yfj 

** And tell thy iilent mafter*s bumble tale, 
« In founds t^at may prevail ; 
*f Sounds tbati gentle thoughts iBfpir&:. 
** Though fo exalted ihe^ 
^« And I (6 kwly be, 799 

"Tell her, fuch dUFerent notes make, all djy hamioDyj 

•< Hark! how the firings. awake ; 
*• And, though th^ moving hand approach not near, 

** Themfelves with awful fear, 
•«' A kind of numerous trembling make,. 7551 

<* Now all thy forces try, 

" Now all thy charms apply, 
« Revenge upon her ear the conquefts of Tier eye, 

«* Weak Lyre!* thy virtue- fure 
«» Is ufelefs here, fihce thou art only found 8ooi 

" To cure, bMt not to wound, 
** And fhe to wound; but not to cure. 

•* Too weak too wilt thou prove 

«< My paflion to remove, 
« Phyfic to other ills, thou 'rt Nouriflirocnt to Love, 

" Sleep, fleep again, my Lyre! 
«* For thou canft never tell my humble tale . 

« In founds that will prevail j 
«« Nor gentle thoughts in her infpire :.. 

<< AH thy vain jiurth lay by, Sio 

<• Bid thy firings filent lie, 
«« Sleepj fleep again, my Lyre 1 and let thy raaflcr die. 

. " She ! 
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** She heard all this, and the prevailing found 
" Tottch*d with delightful pain her tender wound. 
** Ytt, though ihe joy^d th* authentic news to hear, Si 5 
" Of what ihe guefs^d before with jealous fear, 
" She checked her forward joy> and blufli'd for {hame,' 
** And did his boldnefs with forced anger blame. 
" The fenfeiefs rules which firft falfe honour taught, 
*' And into laws the tyrant cuftom brought — Sao 
" Which women^s pride and folly did invent, 
" Their lovers and themfelves too to tormcnt,*?- 
'* M^de her next day a grave difpleafure fain, 
'' And all her words, and all her looks, conftrain 
*' Before the trembling youth ; who, when he faw %%$ - 
" His vital light her wonted beams withdraw, . 
." He.curs*d his voice, his .fingers, and his lyre, 
^^ He curs'd bis too-bold tongue, and bold deiire ; . 
" In vain he cursM the laft, for that ilill grew 5 
'^From all things food its ilrong complexion drewc : 
" His joy and hope their cheaif ul motions ceasM, > 
" His life decay'd, but ftill his love encreasM 5 
** Whilft <he, whofe heart approv'd not her difdain,.» . 
" Saw and endur'd his pains "with greater pain. 
" But Jonathan, to whom. both hearts were known, 835; 
'* With a concernment equal to their own 
** (Joyful that Heaven with his fworn love complyM ^ 
." To draw that knot more faft which he had ty'd) . 
" With well-tim'd zeal, and with an artful care, 
" ReftorM, and bettered foon, the nice aflFair. ^4^0 

" With eafe a brother's lawful power o^rcame ^ 
*' The formal decencies of virgin<*(hanie. 
Vol. IK M- " She^ 
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with all her heart forgafr^ the paH, 
(avid tell hi& flames, and told her own i 
the happy point of proi{>Qrous love i 
^"n en)oyin«iit ieldom can impvovje. 
ves Tkgrtedf which fb9vc» cowXd £iil akx 
tVs wi(h concurrent with theii; ovwi ) 
sr's^ powerful aid ^rm to the fide ; 
m vow the king a»d father ty^d s 
)us fears, all nice diigui^bs, paft, 
in lefs-ripe )ov« oiFend^ the tafte $ 
■'s breaft their ftw+U both meet and wed 
;aFt the Huptiat-tempk and the hed. 
)ugh the grofler catcs were yet not dr«ft 
h the bodies muft fupply this feaft, 
pes prevent flow pleafiire's lingering hh 
s, aflur'd of heaven, enjoy 't on earth. 
the king obferv'd j and well he faw 
andal, and what danger, it might drati 
'e this juft and popular match ; but mec 
nalice all refufah by confcnt. 
it the poifonous grant Ihould mortal j>r< 
It t' enfnare his virtue by his love : 
s he to him fpoke, with more of art 
ud, than well became the kingly part^- 
valour, David, and high worth, faid he 
e is all men's duty, mine to fee 
d i and we (hall t' our utmdft powers 
like care that part, as you did yours. 
t, God ! WG like thofe kings fhouH pre 
I the virtues which they Ve bound to I 
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" Voar piety does that tender point fecure, 
I " Nor vriU my sUils Aich humbk thooglits evinhiret 
I ^ Your nearaefft to \ rather Aspportg the crown, 8^5 
I " And th^ honoTjrs given to you encreafe our" own. 

" All that we can we *U give j 'tis our intent, 
I " Both as. a guard and as an ornament, 

" To place thee next ourfehres $ Heaven dcms^ approve, 
' " And my fon's friendihip, and nxy daughter's love, ' 
, " Guide fatally, mcthihks, my willing choice j 
" I fee, methinks. Heaven in 't, and I rejoice. 
I '' Blu/h not, my fon ! that Michars lov« I name, 
'^ Ken need ihe blufli to hear it j *ti8 no (hame . 
*^ Nor fee ret now ; fame does it loadly tell, 885 

'' And all men but thy riyails like it well* 
" If Merab'* choice could have comply*d with mine, ' 
" Mcrab, my elder comfort, had been thine : 
*' And her's, at laft, fliould have with mihe comply'd, 
" Had I not thine and MkhaPs heart defcry*d. 8^0 
*^ Take whom thou lov'ft, and who loves t1iee$ the lafl 
*' And'deareft prefent made me by the ehafte 
*' Ahinoam ; and, iinleft flie me deceive, 
" When I to Jonathan my crown (haU leave,. 
" 'Twill be a finaller gift; 895 

f If I thy generous thoughts may undertake 
** To gu^s, they are wbat jointure thou ihalt m^ks^ 
" Fitting her birth and foi-tiHie : and, fince fo 
" Cufto^ ordains, wtm&axi V cnaa it too* . 
*' The jointui* we ex^ isy that ftjall be 909 

** No k& advantage to th)?fame- th^n ihc. 

M 2 '^^^ Go 
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here Philiftian troops infeft the land, 
r the terrors of thy conquering hand j 
I thine own hand, which needs mnft com 
.«' prove, 

is joint caufc of honour and of love, 
undrcd of the fatthlefs foe ihall flay, 
forn dow«r th^ir Kundicd forefltina pay, 
[ichal thy reward:: did we not know 
mighty fate, and worth that makes it ib, 
bould not cheaply that deai- blood expofe, 
A .we to mingle with our own Had chofe 
hou 'rt fecure ; and, fince.this match of l 
:o the public benefit defign, 
blic good (hall itsbcgimiing grace, 
give triumphant omens of thy race, 
lus fpokc the king : the happy youth 

low} 
eft and graceful his great joy did Ihowt 
noble talk well pleas'd his generous roin 
nought t* except againft it could he find, 
that his miftrefs' price too cheap appcar'd 
langer, but her fcorn of it, he fear'd^ 
with much different fenfe the news recehr 
er high rate (he trembled, blufli'd, and g 
IS a lefs work the conqueft of his foes, 
1 to obtain her leave his life t' e3q)ofc. 
r kind debate on this foft point would pr 
ous, and necdlefs, to repeat j if love 
furc it has) e'er touch'd your princely br 
ill to your gentle thoughts at full fuggefl 
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'^AJl(^that was dont} or fridj the grief, hope».fean | 

<< His troubled joyt, and her obliging tears. 

" In all the pomp of palfion^s reign they ptit; 

" And bright prophetic forms enlarge his heart : 

'< ViAoiy and fame, and that more quick delight 

" Of the rich prize for which he was to fight. 935 

" Towards Gath he went, and in one month (fo foott 
" A fatal and a willing work is done !} 
** A double dower, two hundred foreflcins, brought 
'' Of choice Philiftian knights with whom he fought, 
** Men that in birth and valour did excel, 940 

"Fit for the caufe and hand by which they fell. 
" Now was Saul caught 5 nor longer could delay 
" The two refiftlefs lovers' happy day, 
'* Though this day's coming long had feem'd and flow, 
'* Vet feem^d its ftay as long and tedioua now ; 945 
*' For, now the violent weight of eager love 
** Did with more haitc ib near its centre move, 
** Hh curs'd the flops of form and ftate, which lay 
"In this laft ftage, like fcandals, in his way. 

" On a large gentle hill crown'd with tall wood, 
"/^ear where the regal Gabaah proudly ftood, 
'* A tent was pitched, of green wrought damalk made, 
" And feem'd but the frefh foreft's natural (hades 
" Various and vaft within, on pillars borne 
*' Of Shittim-wood, that ufefully adorn. 955 

" Hither, to grace the nuptial -feaft, does Saul 
" Of the twelve tribes th' elders and captains call i 
" And all around the idle, bufy crowd 
** With (houts and bleifings tell their joy aloud. 

M J L^t 



d by Google 



" In decent fvi«te die bH46' itnd brkle^ckHn coihes* 

^' BeforeLthc biirctt^ in a4dng doubk row 

" With foicmn paee tMrt)i* dioi^ wgihis g«, 

<< And make a moving ^taxy on earth ; 

*< All heavenly ^eauties^ alll of higheft birth ; 965 

*f All clad in liveKeft colours, frcfh and fair 

" As the bright •flower* that crownM their brighter hair 5 

" All in tlhat new-blown age which does infpire 

" Warmth in themlelves, in their. beholders fire. 

*< But all this, and all elfe the fun did e'er, 570 

** Or fancy fee, in her loft-bounded fphere, 

*• The bride herfelf outfhone ; and one would fay 

** They made birt the faint dawn to her full day. 

•* Behmd a numerous train of ladies went, 

*< Who on their drefs much fruitlefs care had fpcnt : 

'* Vain gem», and unregarded coft, they bore, 

<* For all men's eyes were ty*d to thofe before. 

" The bridegroom's flourrfliing tix>op fill'd next the 

" plate, 
**• With thirty comely youths of nobleft racej 
** That march'd before ; and Heaven around his heaA 
'* The graceful beams of joy and beauty fpread. 
*< So the glad ftar, which men and angels love, 
** Prince of the glorious hoft that fliines above 
'< (No light of heaven fo chearful or fo gay) 
«* Lifts up his facred lamp, and opens day. 985 

** The feiBg feittfelf, at the tent's crowned gate, 
<< In all his robes of ceremony' and ftate, I 



if Sate 
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'* Sate to receive the train 5 on cither hand 

" Did the high-prieft and the great prophet ftand : 

" Adri^l behind, Jonathan, Abner, Jefle, 990 

" And all the chiefs in their dufe ftrder preft. 

" Firk S^ul declared his thoice, ahd the juft taufe 

" Avow'd by' a gfeneral murmur of applaufe ; 

" Then fign'd hcv dowet j and in few words he pray'd, 

** And bleft, and gkve tlie joyful, trembling maid 995 

" T her lover's hands 5 who, with a chearful look 

'* And humble geftnre, the vaft prefent took. 

'' The nuptial-hymn fti-ait founds, and mufics play, 

'* And feafts and balls ihorten the thoughtlefs day 

" To all but to the wedded ; till at laft 1000 

'* The long-wilh'd night did her kind ii.idaw caft 5 

" At laft th' ineftimable hour was come 

" To lead hid conquering prey in triumph home, 

*' T' a pala<;e n^ar, dreft for the nuptial -bed, 

" (Part of her dower) he his feir princcfsled f 1605 

^* Saul, the high-prieft, and Samuel, here they leave, 

"Who, as. they part, their weighty bleifings give 

" Her vail is now put on ; and at the gate. - 

" The thirty youths and thirty virgins wait • 

*' Widi golden lamps, bright as the flames they bore, 

" To light the nuptial-pomp, and march before $ 

" The reft bring home in ftatc the- happy pair, 

^^ To that laft fcene of blifs, and leave them there. 

** All thofe free joys, infatiably to.prove, 

** With which rich Beauty feafts the glutton Love. 10 1 5 

** But fcarce, alas ! the firft feven days were paft, 
" In which the public nuptial triumphs laft, 

M 4., " When . 
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** When Saul this new alliance did repent 

** (Such fubtle cares his jealous thoughts torment f) 

*' He envyM the good work himfelf had done; xos* 

*' Fear*d David lefs, his fervant than his fon*^ 

*' No longer his wild wrath could, he command ; 

** He feeks to (lain his own imperial hand 

<< In his fon's blood ; and^ that twice cheated too, 

** With tropps and armies does one life purfue. x«z^ 

•* Said I but one ! his thirfty rage extends 

*< To th* lives of all his kindred and his friends 2 

** £v'n Jonathan had dy'd for being fo, 

«* Had not juft God put-by th' unnatural blow. 

** You fee. Sir, the true caufe which brings us here; 
*^ No fullcn difcontent, or groundlefs fear j 
« No guilty a£t or end calls us from home $ 
'* Only to breathe in peace awhile we come j 
*' Ready to fenre, and in mean fpace to pray 
•<*.For, you who us receive^ ^uid him who drives away." 
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weaknefs of Saurs forces ; his exerctiing of the 
prleftl^ fbn£tioiiy and ths-judgnent denounced by 
Samuel againft him. Jonathan's difcoUrie wilh his 
Efquire ; their falling alone upon the enemy's out- 
guards at Senes, ^d alier Upofi thi 'whole army ; the 
wonderful defeat of it. Saul's ra(h vow, by which 
Jonathan. is to be put to deaths but is faved by tiie 
people. 

T Hough ftate and kind difcourfe.thus robbed the 
night 
Of half her natural and more juft delightj . 
Moab (whom temperance did ilill vigorous keep. 
And regal cares had us'd to moderate fleep) 
Up with the fan arofe j and, having thrioe 5 . 

With lifted hands bow'd towards his fliining ri^e^ 
And thrice, tow'rds Phegor, his .Baal's holieft hill 
(With good and pious prayers^ dire&ed ill) 
Caird to the chace his friends, who for him ftay'd ; 
The glad dogs bark'd, the cbearful horfes neighM. iq 
Moab his chariot monnts, drawn by four fteeds. 
The beft and nobleft that fre(h Zerith breeds. 
All white as fnow^ and fpritefui as the light, 
With fcarlet trapt, and foaming gold they bite. . 
He into it young David with him took» 15 

Did with refpecl and wonder on him look 
Since laft night's ftory, and with greedier ear 
The man, of whom fo much he heard^ did hear. . 
The well-born youth of all his flouncing court 
March gay behind, and joyful^ to the fport; 20 

Some 
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Some annM widi boi^s^ feme with (height javelins, ri^e | 
Rich fword* and gilded quivers grace their fide. 
'Midft the fair troop David's tall brethren rode. 
And Joal), comely as a fancied 6od ; 
ITiey entertain'd th' attentive Moab lords *j 

With loofe and various talk that chance affordsy^ 
Whilft they pac'd flowly on ; but the wife king 
Did David^s tongue to weightier fubje6ls bring. 
" Much," faid the king, " much I to Joab owe, . 
" For the fair picture drawn by him of you ; 3^ 

" Twas drawn in little^ but did a6ts exprefs 
" So great, that largeft hiftories are lefs. 
'* I fee, methinks, the Gathian monfter flill $ 
^ His ihape la(i night my mindful dreams did filK 
" Strange tyrant Saul, with envy to purfue 3^ 

" The praife of deeds whence his own fafety grew ! 
" I Ve heard (but who can think it ?) that his fon 
^ Has his life*s hazard for your friendship run ; 
" His matchlefs fon, whofe worth (if fanje be true) 
" Lifts him *bove all his countrymen but you^ ^^ 

^^ With whom it makes him one." Low David bows^ 
But no reply Moab's fwift tongue allows. 
*' And pray, kind gueft I whilft we ride thus," fays he 
" (To gameful Nebo ftill thxee leagues there be) 
" The ftory of your royal friend relate, 4^ 

" And his ungovernM fu-e's imperious fate ; 
" Why your great State that namelefs fanuly chofe, 
" And by what fteps to Ifrael's throne th^y rofe." 
He faid s and DaVid thus : *' From Egypt's land 
** You've heard, Sir, by what ftrong unarmed hand 50 

<« Our 
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** Our fathers caine, Mofes their faci«4 guide ; 
^* But he in fight of the given country dyM s 
*< His fatal promisM Caoaan was on high, 
** And Jo(hua*8 fword muft th* a£live rod fupply : 
** It did fo, and did wonders. 55 

^* From facred Jordan to the Weftern main» 
*' From well-clad Libanus tothe Southern plain 
«* Of naked fands, his winged conquefts went j 
^* And'thirty kings to hell uncrowned he fent. 
*< Alrtioft four hundred years^ from him to Sauly 6o 
^^ In too much freedom paft, or foreign thrall. 
•• Oft ftrangers' iron fceptres bruis'd the land 
*« (Such ftill are thofe borne by a conquering hand) ; 
** Oft j)itying God did well-form'd fpirits raife, 
«< Fit f(ir the toilfome bufinefs of their days, 6$ 

«« To free the groaning nation, and to give 
** Peace firll, and then the rules in peace to live. 
-" But they whofe ftamp of power did chfefly lie 
•** In charafters too fine for moft men'*s eye, 
" Graces and gifts divine ;*-not painted bright 70 
•* With ftate to awe dull minds, and force V affright;— 
** Were ill obey'd whilft living, and at death 
** Their rules and pattern vanifh'd with their breath. 
** The hungry rich all near them did devour j 
** Their judge was Appetite, and their law was Power, 
*« Not Want itfelf could luxury reftrain 5 
<' For what that emptied. Rapine fillM again. 
*• Robbery the field, Oppreffion fack'd the town ; 
<* What the Sword's reaping (par^d, was glean'd by th* 
^« Gown. 

it/it 
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" At coom, and feats of juftice, to compUin, 9« 

** Was to be robb'd more vexingly again. 
" Nor was their Luft lefs aaive or lefs bold, 
** Amid& riiis rougher fearch of blood and gold j 
** Weak beauties they corrupt, and force the ftrong j ■ 
^* The pride of old men that, and this of young, t$ 
** You ^aye heard perhaps. Sir, of lewdGibeah's fliame, 
*' Which Hebrew tongues ftill tremble when, they name i 
•* Alarmed all by one fair ftranger's eyes^ 
" As to a fudden war, the town does. rife, 
'^ Shaking and pale, half-dead ere they begin ^ 

'* The ftrange and wanton tragedy o£ their fin :. 
*' All their wild lufts they force her to fuftain, 
*^ Till by ihame,.forrow, wearinefs, and pain, 
** She midft their ^loathM and ccuel ksndnefs diesj 
** Of monftrous luft the innocent facriiice^ 95 

** This did, 'tis true, a civil war create * 

*^ (The frequent c^He of our loofe-govirnMiftatc)^ - ' 
•*« All Gibcah's, and* all Jabeih' blood it coft j 
" Near a whole tribcj and future kings, we loftw • » 
" Firm, in this general earthquake of the iand» xo% 
^' How could religion, its main pillar, flahd ? * 

'' Proud and fond man his Father's worftip hates, 
" Himfelf, God's creature, his own god creates I 
" Hence in each houihold feveral deities grew, 
^^ And when no old one pleased,, they framM a new : 105 
" The only land which ferv'd but One before, 
" Did th^ only then all nations* gods adore. 
** They fervM their gods at firft, and foon.their kings ' 
*' ( Their choice of that this latter ilavery brings) i - 

^ . "Till 
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«<• Till fpecial m6nv^r«!*4 ^lA God'e wajran*, beroke 
«« By jufteft force th* u»jttftly-forc©d yoke > 
«< All matclikiV peribiw, and thi ice worthy dwy 
*< Of power 'inor9 gdwat, or iands more apt t* obey. 
« ^Afr iaft th« pri«ftiU»od. joiA'd, in Ifil^nisr*^ Ton, 
**• More W«ight and! kiftra to the (beptpe won j 1 15 

*-«f .But, whilft raitd Ett and go^ Samuel were 
' *^ Bttfi^ with age, and th* akar^s fbcred care, 
*' To their wiH f<>n€ they their high charge commit, 
^< Who^ expofe to fcorn and hate both them and it. 
•0£li*8 cursed hoiiie th' exemplar vengeance bears izo 
^< Of all their blood, and all lad ifraePs tears 9 
** His Co»9 abroad, hirofelf at home^ lies ilain ; 
** Ifrael ^ftcaptlY'd, GsodCs ark andHwive ta>n*. 
** Thus twice arrnaiions by ill priacea vex'd, 
^ They fuffer By them firft> and FOr tbffli next. 125 
*^ Samuel rucceed$ ; ^ fioce JMof^s, <i»ofi9«V^fore 
^' Sp mnch^of >God Jii his bngbt b<>^(Qi9 bo^. 
^< In vainvoiur arms PhiU^an tyrafOf^^ (fr^'d j 
^< Heaven's magazines he opea'd wh^n he pWas'd : 
i!fA He rfOtt&xiBd ^ind for titxiliaries brovtght ; 1 30 
'*' He.muAer'd il^unfis and thunders when he foi^ht. 
^< Xh»s thirty^ yeais with Arofig ^nd fteady hand 
"** He held tb' .Wfiibahen balance of the land; 
^< At laft faia km$. th' indulgent father cboTe. 
Tf'* To ihare that date which they were boon to lofes 
-^^ Their hateifal aas that change's birth did hafte, 
«« Which had long growth i' th' womb qf ages paiL 
*^ To4his (for ilill were fome great pjsrioda iet, 
;«< There 's a ftix«g knot of fkwrsd caufio^ iaet> 
*' " 3 «The 
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*^ Erom hit itohM foc« i he midft hi* work dealt law^ 
** And oft was hit pIoug;h ftoppM to^hear a cauTe : I 
" Nor did great Gidtou his old flail diidaiDy 1 7^ 

*^ After won fields, AdcM towns, and princes ihini 
** Hts fceptre that, and Ophra^sthfe(hing>floor. 
** The feat and emblem of his jnftice bore. - < 

** What ihould I Jaie, the happicft father, name ? 
** Ortmoumfui Jephtha, known no lefs ^o fame i/j 
** For the moft wretched ? Both at once did keep 
<« The mighty flocks of Ifrael and their flieep. 
<^ Oft from the field 'in hafle they fummon*d were 
*< Some.weighty foreign embafiy to. hear ^ . 
** They calVd their flaves, their fons, and friends, around 
** Who all atfeveral cares were fcatter*d found $ 
*• They.wafliM their .feet, their only gown put on, 
" - And this -chief work of xercmony was dene. . 
<« Theie reafons, and all elfe that i^uld betfaid, 
'* In a ripe hour by hi6Hous eloquence ipread iSf 
^ ^Through all the tribes, make all defire a king ; 
** And to their Judge feleded deputies bring 
** This harfli. demand ; which Nacol^for the reft 
" (A bold and artful mouth) thus with.much grace 
*' exprefsM;-^ 
" We 're come, moft facred Judge 1 to pay th* arrtar 
** Oftnuch-ow'd thanks,, for the bright thiity years • 
" Of your juft reign 5 and at your feet to lay 
** All that our grateful hearts can weakly pay 
<* In unpropottion'd words j for you alone 
^< The not unfit reward^ who feek for none, 195 
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** To your great name what luftre will it brtng 

*' T' have been our J*4dge» and to have made our Klng\ 

<' He bow'd, and ended here-; and Samuel ^att, 
^* Paufing awhile at thi>s great queftion^s weight, 
** With a grave figh, and wiih a thoughtful eye, 23* 
-^^ That more of care than .pailion did deTcry* 
** Calmly replies— You Ve*fore the firft, faid h«, 
** Of fieeborn men that begg'd for ilavery. 
^* I fear, ray friends, with heavenly manna fed, 
** ^Our old forefathers' crime) we kift'for bread. a35 
•* Long fince by God from bondage diawn, 1 fear, 
« We build anew th' Egyptian brick-kiln helre. . 
** Cheat not yourfelves with words j for, though a K.ing 
«* Be the mild I name, ^a Tyi*ant is the thing, 
** Let his power loofe, and you ihall quickly fee 540 
** How mild a thing unbounded man will be. 
** He Ul kad you forth your hearts^ cheap blood to fpiU, 
** Where'er hisguidelcfs paflion leads his will : 
^^ Ambition, luft, or fpleen, his wars will raifcj 
** Your lives' befi; price his thirft of wealth or praife : 
'* Your ableii fons for his proud guards he '11 taJcc, 
** And by fuch hands your yoke -more grievous make: 
** Your daughters and dear wiv«s he '11 Torce away j 
** His luxury fome, and fome his luft, t' obey : 
«* His idle friends your hungry toils (hall eat, aj© 
** Drink your -rich wines, mix'd with your bldod and 

" fweat. 
** Then you '11 all figh, but fighs will treafons be ; 
*' And not your griefs themreWts, or looks, be free : 

« Rx)bb'a 
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" RobbM ev*n of hopes, when you thefe ilU Aiftainy 

** Your watery eyes you *11 then turn back in vain 155 

" On your old Judges, and perhaps on me, 

** Nay, ev'n my fons, howe'cr they' unhappy be 

^ In your diipleafure now ; not that I 'd clear 

** Their guilt, or miue own innocence indear : 

'* Witnefs th" unutterable Name, tliere 's nought 260 

*' Of private ends into this queftion brought. 

** But why this yoke on your own necks to draw ? 

** Why man your God, and paflion made your Law ? 

" Methinks (thus Moab interrupts him here) 
'* The good old feer ^gainft Kings was too fevere. 265 
" Tis jeft to tell a people that they Ve free 5 
*^ Who, or How many, (hall their mailers be 
'* Is the fole doubt s laws guide, but cannot reign $ 
** And, though they bind not kings, yet they rcftrain, 
** I dare affirm (fo much I truft their love) 27* 

" That no one Moabite would his fpeech approve. 
•* But, pray go on.— 'Tis true. Sir, he replies j 
** Yet men whom age and action render wife 
*' So much great changes fear, that they believe 
" All evils will, which may, from them arrive. 275 
** On men refolv'd thefe threats were fpent in vain ; 
*' All that his power or eloquence could obtain 
•* Was, to enquire God's will ere they proceed 
" T' a work that would fo muc^ his t>kffing need. 
** A foleran day for this great work is fet, 28« 

** And at th' anointed tent all Ifrael met 
** Expe£l th' event 5 below, fair bullocks fry 
** In ballow'd flames ; above, there mount on high 

. N 2 *• The 
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*• The precious clouds of incenfe; and, at lait, 

" The fprinkling, prayers, and all due honours, paft^ 

** Lo ! we the facred bells o' th' fudden hear, 

*• And in mild pomp grave Samuel does appear. 

" His ephod, miti-e, well-cut diadem, on 5 

** Th' oraculous ftones on his rich breafl-plate /hone. 

** Towards the blue'curtains of God's holieft place 290 

«* (The temple's bright third heaven) he turn'd his faccj 

** Thrice bow'd he, thrice the folcmn mufic play'd, 

** And at third reft thus the great prophet pray'd : — 

*« Almighty God, to whom all men that be 
** Owe all they have, yet none fo much as we 5 195 
** Who, though thou fill'ft the fpapious world alone, 
" Thy too-fmall court, haft made this place thy throne; 
** With humble knees, and humbler hearts, lo ! here> 
** Bleft Abraham's feed implores thy gracious ear : 
*« Hear them, great God t and thy juft will infplrej 
•* From Thee, their long-known King, they' a King 

*' dcfire. 
** Seme gracious (igns of thy good pleafure fend ; 
«« Which, lo ! with fouls refign'd, we humbly here at- 
" tend. 

<' He fpoke, and thrice he bow'd, and all about 
•• Silence and reverend horror feiz'd the rout ; 305 
** The whole tent (hakes, the flames on th' altar by 
*' In thick dull rolls mount (low and heavily ; 
** The feven lamps wink ; and, what does moft difmay, 
** Th' oraculous gems fhut-in their natural day : 
•< The niby's cheek grew pale 5 the emerald by 3x0 i 
*< Faded i a cloud o'crcaft the fapphir^s iky j 

« The 
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^' Tfae diamond^Y eye lookM fleepy ; and fwift night, 

<' Of all thofe little funs eclipsM the light : 

*' Sad figns of God^s dread anger for our fin :— 

" But ftnic a wondroue brightnefs from within 3 1 5 

" Strook through the curtains ; for no earthly cloud 

" Could thofe ftrong beams of heavenly glory (hroud ; 

" The altar^s fire burn'd pure, and every ftone 

" Their radiant parent the gay fun out- (hone 5 

*' Beauty th^ iliuftrious viHon did impart 320 

** To every face, and joy to every heart 5 

" In glad effcQit God*s prefence thus appeared, 

" And thus in wondrous founds his voice was heard :-^ 

** This Ifaibbom land fms ftill, nor is it Thee, but Us 

** (Who 'avc been fo long their King) they feck to caft 

** off thus J 325 

'* Five hundred reeling years hath this ftiff nation ftrove 

" T* exhauft the boundlefs ftores of our unfathom'd 

•Move. 
" Be 't fo then ; yet once more are we refolv'd to try 
" T' outweary them through all their fins' variety i 
" Afieroble, ten days hence, the numerous people here, 
" To draw the royal lot which our hid mark fhall bear. 
** Difinifs them now in peace 5 but their next crime 

«* (hall bring 
" Ruin without redrefs on them, and on their king. 

" Th' Almighty fpoke 5 th' aftoni(h*d people part 
" With various ftamps imprefs'd on every heart : 335 
** €©me their <lemand repented, others prais'd 5 
** Some had no thoughts at all, but ftarM and gaz'd. 

N 3 *• There 
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^* There dwelt a man, nam'd Kis^ in Gibeafa tcmn, 
** For wifdom much, and much for courage, known; 
'* More for his Ton; his mighty fon was Saul, 34a 
'' Whom nature, ere the lots, t* a throne did call. 
** He was much prince, and when, or wbcrcfbe'er, 
*' His birth had been, then had he reigned, and there. 
** Such beauty, as great ftrength thinks no difgrace,- 
•* Smird in the manly features of his face 5 345 

•* His large, black eyes, fillM with a fpritefiil light, 
" Shot forth fuch lively and illuftrious night, , 
** As the fun -beams, on Jet reilefiing, ihow f 
*' His hair, as bjack, in long curlM wares did flow $ 
" His tall ftraight body amidft thoufands ftood> 350 
*' Juike fome fair pine overlooking all th' ignobler wood. 
** Of all our rural fports he was the pride 5 
** So fwift, £0 ftrong, fo dextrous, none befide. 
'< Keft was his toil, labours his luil and game ; 
*• No natural wants could his fierce diligence tame, 
•* Not thirft nor hunger j he would journeys go 
«* Through raging heats, and take repofe in fnow. 
*' His foul was ne'er unbent from weighty care j 
•* But a6live as fome mind that turns a fphere. 
" His way once chofe, he foi*ward thruft outright, 360 
*• Nor Itep'd afide for dangers or delight. 
•* Yet was he wife all dangers to forefee j 
*' But born t^ affright, and not to fear, was he. 
** His wit was ftrong, not fine ; and on his tongue 
** An artlefs grace, above all eloquence, hung* 3^5 
** Thefe virtues too the rich unufual drefs 
*^ Of modefty adorn'dj and humblenefs $ ,. 

*' Like 
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" tike a rich varnifh o'er fair pidlures laid, 
" More fre(h aad lafting they the colours made. 
**TilJ power and violent fortune, which did find 37«. 
" No ftop-or bound, a'erwhelm'd no lefs his mind, 
" Did, delQge»iike, the natural forms deface, 
" And brougbt foith utibnovrn nMfii)%rs in their place. 
" Fqrfcid it, God i my malter'^4 fpots ikouldbe, 
" Were they not fccn by all, difclosM by fn»« 375* 

" Butfiich he was J and now ta Hamah wient 
" (SoGQd.difpo»'d),witb.a ftrange, low tntei^ 
" Gre^t God 1 he went loft afifes to enquire, 
" And a fn>all pFe&nt^his fmall queftion's hire, 
" Brought fiipply with, him, t© that man to give, jSo 
** From whom high Hpaven's chief gift$ he muft receive : 
" Strange play of Fat*! wh«i> roightieft human things 
" Hang on fyoh fraall* imperceptible firings ! 
** Twas Samuerfr hirth-d*y j a glad annual foaft 
'All Rama. kept; Samuel his wandering gi^^ft 3S5 
With fuchrefpc£l. leads tp k,. and does grace 

* With the choice meats a' th' feail, and higheft place } 
' Which done, him forth alone the prophet brings, 

* And feafts his raviih'd ears with nobler things : 

* He tells the miglity fate to him aifignM, 390- 

* And with great rules filTd his cipacious mind} 

* Then takes the facred via4, and does ftied 

* A crown of myftic drops around his head ; 

** Drops of that royal moisture whirh does know 
** No mixture, and diidains the place below. 395 

** Soon comes- the kingly day, and with it bring* 
" A. new account of time upon his wing«* 

N 4. " The 
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•* The people met, the riles and pi-aycrs all pall, 

'* Sehold ! the heaven-inftru6led lot is caft ; 

** 'Tis taiight by Heaven its way, and cannot nciiis j .40© 

*« Forth Benjamin, forth. leaps the houfe of Cis: 

** As glimmering ftars, juft at th' approach of da}fc, 

*< X^alhierM by troops, at laft drop all away ; 

** By fuc^ degrees all men^s bright hopes are g^ne, 

'^ And, like the fun, ^aurs. lot ihines all alone. , 4.05 

** Ev'n here perhaps the/ people's ihout was beard, 

*' The loud long ihout, when -God's fair choice appear*d : 

** Above the whole vaft throng he' appeai-'d fo tall» 

•' As if by Nature made for th' head of all 5 

** So full of gmce and-flate, that one might know 410 

** ' Twas fbme wife eye the 'blind lot guided fo : 

'< 'But blind unguided lots have more of choice 

** And conftancy than the flight vulgar's voi^e, 

" Ere yet the crown of facred oil is dry, 

** Whilft echoes yet preferve the joyfiil cry, 415 

** Some grow enrag'd their own vain hopes *to raifs, 

** Some envy Saul, fome fcorn the houfe of Cis ; 

** Some their firft mutinous wifti, * a King !' repent, 

*« As if, fmce that, quite fpoil'd by God's confent: 

*< Few to this prince their firft juft duties pay ; 4x0 

•* All leave the old, but few the new obeyt 

*« Thts changes man, but God is conftant ftill 

** To thofe eternal grounds that mov'd his will} 

" And, though he yielded firft to them, 'tis fit 

** That ftubborn men at laft to him fubmit, 4*5 

«« As midft the main a low fmall ifland lies, 
<< AfTaulted round with ftonny feas and ikies, 

« Whilft 
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" Whilftthe poor hearflcfs native«, every hour, 
" Darknefs and noiie feem ready to devour } 
*' Sudi Ifrael's fbte appeared, whilft o'er the weft 430 
" Pbiliftian clouds hung threatening, and from th*eaft 
*• All nations* wrath into one tempeft joins, 
" Through which proud Nahafli like fierce lightning 

** fliines ; 
" Tygris and Nile to his affiftance fend, 
'* And waters to fwoln Jaboc's torrent lend j 435 
** Seir, Edom, Soba, Amalek, add their force 5 
** Up with ihem march the three Arabias' horfe j 
" And,'mongft all thefe, none more their hope or pride^ 
" Than thofe few troops your warlike land fupply*d. 
** Around weak jabefh this vaft hoft does lie, 440 
••Difdains a dry and bloodlefs victory. 
" The hopelefs town for flavery does in treat 5 
" But barbarous Nahafh thinks that grace too great ^ 
*' He (his firft tribute) their right eyes, demands, 
'* And with their faces' ftiame difarms their hands, 445 
•*If unrefiev'd feven days by Ifrael's aid, 
** This bargain for o'er-rated life is made. 
" Ah, mighty God ! let thine own Ifrael be 
** Qtilte blind itfelf, ere this reproacli it fee T 

*• By' his wanton people the new king forfook, 45© 
** To homely, rural cares himfelf Ijetook j 
" In private plenty liv'd, without the ftate, 
** Luftre, and noife, due. to a puiblic fate. 
** Whilft Tie his flaves and cattle follows home, 
^•Lol the fad meflengers, from Jabeih come, 455 

•• Implore 
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'* Implore his help, and weep> at if they mesmt- 

** That way at leaft proud Nahaih to prevent. 

•* Mov'd with a kingly wrath, his ftriA comniand 

«* He iffues forth f affemble all the landj 

'^ He threatens high, and difobedient they,. 46»> 

** Wak'd by fuch princely terrors, learnt t' ob^ 

•* A mighty hoft is rais'd ; th' important cauTo 

«« Age from their reft, youth from their pleafure, draws j 

** ArmM as unfurniih'd hafte could tii«in provide $ 

«* But conduflt, courage, aiiger» that fufply*d. 465 

*' AH night they march, and are at th* early dawn 

** On Jabefh^ heath in three fair bodies- drawa : 

** Saul did him£elf the firft and ih'ongeii band, 

" His fon the next, Abner the thirds command.^— 

** But pardon, Sir, if, naming Saul's great fon, 470- 

** I ftop with him awhile ere 1 gp on. -~ 

** This is that Jonathan, the joy and grace, 
*« The beautifull'ft and beft, of human race j 
*' That Jonathan, in whom docs mix'd remain 
" All that kind mothers' wiflies can c*intainl 475. 

*^ His courage fuch as it no ftop can know, 
*' And viftory gains by' aftoniihing the^foe 5 
•* With lightning's force his enemies it confounds, 
** And melts their hearts ere it the bofom wounds; 
** Yet he the conquered with fuch fweetnefs gains, 4S0 
** As captive lovers find in. beauty's ,chains : 
** In war, the adverfe troops he does affail 
** Like an impetuous ftorm of wind and hail ; 
" In peace, like gentleft dew that does affwage 
** The burning months, and temper Syrius' rage j 485 

♦•Kind 
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** Kind as the Am*8 bleft influence | and, where'er 
** He corner, pleoty and joy attend him there ; 
" To help (eems ail his ]Kiwer ; bis wealth to giiw, 
** To do much good, his fold prerogative : 
** And yet this general bounty of his mind» 49» 

" That with wide arms embraces all mankind^. 
" Such artful prudence does to each divide j 
" With difi^rent meafures all are fatisfyM; 
'' Juft as wife Ood his plenteous manna dealt; 
" Some gatherM more, but want by none was felt« 49^ ' 
'^ To alt relations their juft rights he pays, 
" And worth- s reward above its claim does raiie : 
" The tendered huiband, mafter, father, fon, 
" And all thofc paits by' his friendfhip far outdone;: 
*' His love to friends no bound or rule does know, 500 
'* What he to I&aven, all that to hin» they owe. 
'^ Keen as his fword, and pointed, is his wit 3 
*' His judgment, like beft armour, (b-ong and fit ; 
" And fuch an eloquence to both thefe does join, * 
" As makes in both beauty and ufe combine ; 505 
*' Through which a noble tindlure does appear 
" By learning and choice books imprinted there t 
** As well he knows all times and perfons gone, 
*^ As he himfelf to th' future fhall be known s 
** But his chief ftudy is God*s facred law, 510 

" And all his life does comments on it draw ;~-. 
** As never more by Heayen to man was given, 
" So never more was paid by man to Heaven.— 
<< And all diefe virtues were to ripenefs grown,, 
** Ere yet his flower of youth was fully .blown 5 515 

"All 
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** All autufxm's ftore ilid his rich fpring adorn ) 

** Like trees in paradifcy he with fruit was bota* 

"*' Such is his foul ; and if, as fome men tell, 

"** Souls foim «nd build thofe manilons where they 

" dwell, 
" Whoe'er but fees his body muft confefs, 510 

*' The architect, no doubt, could be no lefs. 
<* From Saul his growth and manly ftrength he took, 
" Chaftis'd by bright Ahinoam^s gentler look i 
9* Not bright Ahinoam, beauty *s loudeft name 
** (Till die t' her children loft with joy her fame) 525 
*' Had Tweeter ftrokes, colours more frefh and fair, 
*• More darting eyes, or lovelier auburn hair. 
'< Forgive me, that I thus your patience wrong, 
** And on this boundlefs fubje£l ftay fo long, 
•* Where too much hafte ever to end 'twould be, 530 
*' Did not his a£is fpeak what 's untold by me. 
** Though, from the time his hands a fword c«uld wield, 
** He ne'er mifs'd fame and danger in the field, 
•' Vet this was thefirft day that call'd him forth, 
** Since Saul's bright crown gave luftre to his worth j 
^* 'Twas the laft morning whofe unchearful rife 
** Sad JabeAi was to view with both their eyes^ 
** Secure proud Nahafti flept as in his court, 
**. And dreamt, vain man ! of that day's barbarous fpor^ 
** Till noife and dreadful tumults him awoke j 5401 
** Till into 'his camp our violent army broke. 
^' The carelefs guai-ds with fmall refinance kill'd 
^< Slaughter the camp, and wild confufion, fill'd ; 

€4 Nahafll 
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'^ DabaL<h hU fatal duty does perfonii» 

** And marches boldly up t* outface the ftonn ; $i^$ 

" Fierce Jonathan he meets, as be purfues 

*' Th* Arabian horfe, and a hot fight renews : 

" 'Twas bcre your troops behavM themfelves fo wcllf 

" Till Uz and Jathan, their ftout colonels, fell, 

" 'Twas here ourviftory ftopp'd, and gave us caufc 550 

" Much lo fufpcft th? intention of her paufe; 

'* But, when our thundering Prince Nahafli efpy'd 

" (Who, with a courage equal to his pride, 

*' Broke through- our troops, and tow.'rds him boldly 

<* prefsM) 
" A generous joy leap'd in his youthful breaft : 555 
" As when a wrathful dragon's difmal light 
" Strikes fuddenly fome warlike eagle's, fight,. 
" The mighty foe pleafes his fearlefs eyes, 
** He claps his joyful wings, and at him flies. 
" With vain though violentforce their darts they flungj 
" In Ammori's plated belt Jonathan's hung, 
" And ftopp'd there ; Ammon did his helmet hit,^ 
" And gliding off, bore the proud creft from itj 
" Strait with their fwords to the fierce ihock they catne, 
** Their fwords, their armour, and their eyes, (hot flame i 
" Blows ftrong as thunder, thick as rain, they dealt, 
«' Which more than they th' engag'd fpeftators feltj 
" In Ammon force, in Jonathan addrefs 
«* (Though both were great in both to an cxcefs) 
** To the well-judging eye did moft appear j 570 

<* Honour and anger in both equal were. 

<« Two 
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•* Two wounds our Prince receivM, ai>d Afnmon threi 
*« y^hich he, enragM to feel, Sind *fham'd to iec, 
** Did his whole ftrength into one blow col left ; — 
** And as a fpaniel, when we our aim dire^ 57 

** To ftioot fome "bird, impatiently ftands by 
'*• Shaking his tail, ready with joy to fly, 
*** Juft as it drops, upon the wounded prey j 
** So waited Death itlelf to bear away 
'«* The threatened life ; did glad and greedy ftand 58* 
*** At fight of mighty Ammon's lifted hand. — 
♦* Our watchful Prince by bending fav'd the wound : 
•* But Death in other coin his reckoning found ; 
^* For, whilft th' immoderate ftroke*s roifcarrying forcfl 
•* Had almoft borne the ftriker from his horfe, 5S5 

'*« A nimble thruft his a6live enemy made 5 
"•* 'Twixt his right ribs deep pierc'd the furious blade, 
*' And opened wide thofe fecret veflcls, where 
•* Life's light goes out, when firft they let in air. 
** He falU ! his armour clanks againft the ground, 
** From his faint tongue imperfeft' curfcs found. 
<* His amazM troops ftrait caft their aims away ; 
«' Scarce fled his foul from thence more fwift than they 
** As when two kings of neighbour hives (whom rage 
" And third of empire in fierce wars engage, 595 

** Whilft each lays claim to th' garden as his own, 
•* And feeks t' ufurp the bordering flowers alone) 
** Their well-armM troops drawn boldly forth to fight, 
" In th' air's wide plain difpute their doubtful right; 
•* If by iad chance of battle either king 600 

«« Fall wounded down, ftrook with fomc fatal fting, 
3 «« His 

• 

Digitized by Google 



^ A V i: i) S I S. B<yolc IV. T^i 
'*' His army's hopes atid courage -with him die 5 
" They flieathc xip their faint fwords, and routed iy, 
** On th' otlier fides at once, with like fuccefii, 
« Into the camp great Saul and Abner prefs j 605 

" From Jonathan's part a wild mixM noife they hear, 
*' And, whatfoe'er it mean, long to he there 5 
" At the fame inftant from glad Jabefh' town 
" The hafty troops march loud and chearful down ; 
** Some few at firlt with vain refiftance fall, 610 

" The reft is (laughter and vaft conqueft all. 
** The fate by which our hoft thus far had gone, 
** Our hoft with noble heat drove farther on 5 
" Viftorious arms through Ammon's land it bore ; 
" Ruin behind, and terror march'd before : 615 

*' Where'er from Rabba's towers they caft their fight, 
** Smoke clouds the day, and flames make clear the night. 
•* This bright fuccefs did Saul's firft a6lion bring j 
" The oil, the lot, and crown, lefs crown'd him king : 
*' The Happy, all men judge for empire fit, 620 

** And none withftands where Fortune does fubmit. 
*• Thofe who before did God's fair choice withftand, 
*' Th' exceffive vulgar now to death demand 5 
" But wifer Saul repeal'd their hafty doom ; 
*' Conqueft abroad^ with mercy crown'd at home j 63^5, 
" Nor ftain'd with civil flaughter that day^s pride* 
*' Which foreign blood in nobler purple dy'd. 
«* Again the crown th' affembled people giv©, 
*« With greater joy than Saul could rt receive | 
** Again th' old Judge refigns his facrcd place 630 
-9* (God glorify'd with wonders his disgrace) $ 

<« With 
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•« With decent pride, fuch as did well befit 
** The name he kept, and that which he did quit : 
•* The long-pad row of happy years "he (hoxr^d 
** Which to his heavenly government they cw'd j 6i^\ 
** How the torn^ State his jud and prudent reign 
•* ReftorM to order, plenty, power, again ; 
*• In war what conquering miracles he wrought $ — 
*' God, then, their King, was General when tliey fought 
*« Whom they deposed with him — And that, faid ht, 
" You may fee God conceni*d in 't more than nie, 
** Behold how ftorms his angry prefence (hroud ! 
<' Hark how his wrath in thunder threats aloud { 
** *Twas now the ripen'd fummer's higheft rage ; 
•* Which no faint cloud durft mediate to aHiiage j 645 
" Th' earth hot with thirft, and hot with luft forrain,,| 
*« Gap'd, and breath'd feeble vapours up in. vain, , 
" Which ftrait. were fcatter'*d»\or devoured, by th'funj 
«' When, lo! ere fcarce the aftive fpeech was done, I 
" A violent wind rofe from his fecret cave,. 6jP| 

" And.troops of frighted clouds before it drave : 
** Whilft with rude hafte the confusV tempeft crouds, 
*« Swift, dreadful flames fhot through th' encountering I 
*' clouds, I 

•< From whofe torn womb th'imprlfon'd thunder brobj 
•« And in dire founds the prophet's fenfe it fpoke ; 655 
** Such an impetuous fhower it downwards fent, 
*» As if the waters 'bove the firmament 
" Were all let loofe 5 horror and fearful noife. 1 

V Kiird.the black fcene j till the great prophet's volctt 

" Swifti 
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*' Swift as the wings of morn, reducM the day ; 660 

*' Wind, thunder, rain, and cIouds,fledall at once away. 

'* Fear not, faid he-^ God hisiScrce wrath removes, 

•• And, though this State my fcrvice difapproves, 

" My prayers {hail ferve it conftantly ; No more, 

** I hope, a pardon for paft fms t* implore $ 6^5 

** But juft rewards from gracious Heaven to bring 

'* Ob the good deeds of yon, and of our king. 

" Behold him there ! and as you fee, rejoice 

" In the kind care of God's impartial choice. 

'^ Behold his beauty, courage, ftrength, and wit! 679 

** The honour Heaven has cloath'd him with, fits fit 

" And comely on him ; fince you needs muft be 

** Rurd by a King, you 're happy that 'tis he. 

" Obey him gladly ; and let him too kiio^ 

" You were not made for him, but he for you, 675 

**^And both for God; 

" Whofe gen tleft yoke if once you caft away, 

" In vain ihall he command, and you obey ; 

" To foreign- tyrants both (hall Haves become, 

" Inftead of kii^g and fubjecls here at home. 6«o 

" The crown thus feveral ways confirmed to Saul* 
** One way was wanting yet to crown them allj 
"And that was force, which only can maintain 
** The power that fortune gives, or worth docs gain, 
*' Three thoufand guards of big bold men he took 5 
** Tall, terrible, and guards ev'n with their look : 
" His facred perfon two, and throne, defend;* 
" The third, on matchlefs Jonathan attend 3 ! 

* Vol. II, O «0'cr 
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*« O'er wfaofcfull thoughts. Honour, and Youtkful Hci 
. <' Sate brooding, to hatch a£lions good and great*. ^5 
** On Geba firft, where a Philiftian band 
*« Lies, and around torments the fetter'd land, 
** He falls, and (laughters all ; his noble rage 
** Mix*d with dedgn his nation to engage 
<< In that juil war, which from them long in vain, 695 
•* Honour and freedom's voice had ftrovet' obtain. 
«« Th' accurs'd Philiftian, rouz'd with this bold blow, 
*' All the proud marks of cnrag'd power does (how ; 
J* Kaifes a vaft, well-arm'd, and glittering holt s 
<< If human ftrength might authorize a boaft» 700 

** Their threats had rcafon here; for ne'er did we 
«« Ourfelvcs- fo weak, or foe fo potent, fee. 
*< Here we vaft bodies of their foot cfpy, 
« The rear out- reaches far th' extended eye j 
** Like Helds of com their armed fquadrons (land | 705 
«( As thick and numberlefs they hide the land. 
** Here with (harp neighs the warlike horfes found, 
** And with proud prancings beat the putrid ground ; 
** Here with worfe noife three thoufand chariots pafs, 
<« With plates of iron bound, or louder brafs 5 710 
** About it forks, axes, and fcythes, and fpears, 
** Whole magazines of death each chariot bears i 
** Where it breaks in, there a whole troop it mows, 
** And with lop'd panting limbs the field beftrows : 
** Alike, the valiant and the cowaads die j 715 

<« Neither can they refift, nor can thefe fly. I 

** In this proud equipage, at Macmas they, | 

<< Sattl4n much different ftate at Gilgal, lay 3 
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His forces feemM no arnsy, but a crowd, 
rHeartlcfs, un^rmM, difordcrly, and loud. 72* 

f The quick contagion. Fear, ran fwift through all, 
^And into trembling fits th' infcj6led fall. 
^Saul and his fon {(or no fuch faint difeafe 

* Could on their ftrong-complexion'd valour feize) 
*In vain all parts of vii^uous condu6l ihowM, 725. 
' And on deaf terror generous words beftow'd t 
'Tkoufands from thence fly fcattcrM c\'ery day, 
*Tfcick as the leaves that (hake and drop away, 

" When they tb' approach of ftormy winter find ) 

' The noble tree all bare exposM to th' wind. 739 

* Some to fad Jordan fly, and fwim 't for haite> 
^ And from his farther bank look back at laft : 

* Some into woods and caves their cattle drive ; 

' There with their beafts on equal terms they live, 
" Nor defeiVe better : fome in rocks on high, 735 

' The old retreats of ftorks and ravens, lie ; 
' And|.werc they wing'd like them, fcarce would they 

<*dare 
' To ftay, o^ truft their frighted fafety there. 

* As th* hoft with fear, fo Saul difturbM with care, 
'T avert thefe ills by facrifice and prayer, 740 
'And God's blefl:will t' enquire, for Samuel fends 5 

* Whom he fix days with troubled hafte attends} 
' But, ere the feventh unlucky day (the laft 

* By Samuel fet for this great work) was pafl, 

' Saul (alarm'd hourly from the neighbouring foe ; 745 

* Impatient, «rc God's time, God's mind to know 5 
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" 'ShamM and cnragM to fee his troops decay j 

** Jealous of an affront in Saraucrs ftay 5 

<« Scorning that any 's prefence ihould appear 

<• Needful befides, when he himfelf was there 5 

«« And, with a pride too natural, thinking Heaven 

" Had given him all, bccaufe much power 't had giv^ 

«« Himfelf the facrifice and offerings made ; ' 

« Himfelf did th' high feleacd charge invade j f 

*' Himfelf enquir'd of God j who then fpake noug||} 

«« But Samuel ftrait his dreadful anfwer brought s^-^ 

" For ftrait he came, and, with a virtue bold I 

«> As was Saul's fin, the fatal meffagc told 5 B 

« His foul ingratitude to Heaven he chid, » 

« To pluck that fruit, which was alone forbid ^C. 

i« To kingly power, in all that plenteous land, "» 

*< Where all things elfe fubmit to his comn^n-* 

•« And, as fair Eden's violated tree 

i€ T' immortal man brought in mortality : 

« So ihall that crown, which God eternal mean 

-« From thee, faid he, and thy gr^t houfe, be r 

«* Thy crime ftiall death to all thine honours fei 

«* And give thy' immortal royalty an end. 

*« Thus fpoke the prophet j but kind Heaven, 

« (Whofe threats and anger know no other fc 

« But man's amendment) docs long fince releii^ 

•• And, with repentant Saul, itfclf repent. J 

«« Howe'cr (though none more pray for this thaj^^e, 

M Whofe wrongs and fufferings might fome co^ be 

«« To do it lefs) this fpeech we fadly find ;/. 775 

«* Still extant, and ftill a^ive m hi$ wind j 
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^ But then, a worfe eiFe6^ of it appearM— 
iOfur army, which before modeftly fear'd ; 
i^hich did by ftealth and by degrees decay ; 
Hfbanded now, and fled in troops away. ytv 

Bafe fear fo bold and impudent does grow, 
Vhta an excufe and colour it can (how { 
^ix hundred only (fcarce a princely train) 
f all his hoft with diftrefs'd S aul remain j 
f his whole hoft fix hundred ; and ev*n thofe 7^5 
> did wife Heaven for mighty ends difpofe t 
r would that ufelefp multitudes (hould (hare 
Ithat great gift it did for one prepare) 

rd not like foldiers marching in a war, 
J country-hinds alarmed from af:ir 790 

"B|^R»lves* loud hunger,when the well-known found 
" R&s th' affi-ightcd villages around. 

i goads, flails, plow-fliares, forks, or axes, bore, 
i for life's ufe and better ends before j . 
) knotted clubs, and darts, or arrows dryM 793; 
I Are, the flrft rude arts that malice try'd, 
pan the fms of too much knowledge knew, 

eath by long experience witty giew. 
I were the numbers, fuch the arms, which we 

fate left us .for a viftoiy Zo% 

Nrell-armM millions $ nor will this appear 
i itfelf, when Jonathan was there. 
" *15|firas juft the time when the new ebb of night 
" Did^e moift world unvail to human fight 5 
'* Thel'rince, who all that night the field had beat S05 
*' Widi a fmall party, and no enemy met 

O 3 " (S# 
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** (So proud and fo fecure tlie enemy lay, 
«< And drenchM in fleep th' excefles of the d»y I ) 1 
** With joy this good occaifion did trdhncc, \ 

i <* With better ieifuref and at nearer fpace, ^ 

*< The ftrength and order of their camp io view : 
** Abdon alone his generous purpofe knew ; 
** Abdon > a bold, a brave, and comely youth, 
V Well-bom, well-bred, with honour fiird, and txHl 
^* Abdon, his faithful Squire, whom much helov^c^li 
** And oft with grief his worth in dangers proved i 
" Abdon, whofe love t' his mafter did exceed 
•* What Nature^s law, or Paffion's power, could hicec 
*< Abdon alone did on him now attend, 
<< His humbleft fervant, and his deareft friend. ^2 

*< They went, but facred fury, as they went^ 
" Changed fwiftly, and exalted his intent. 
<f What may this be I (the Prince breaks forth) ; 1 fi^ 
** God, or fome powerful fpirit, invades my m^d. 
<• From aught but Heaven can never fure be biought 
** So high, fo glorious, and fo vaft a thong^ht y 
** Nor would Ill-fate, that meant me to furprae, 
** Come cloathM in fo unlikely a difguife. 
<< Yon hoft, which its proud fifhes fpreads fo wide 
*« O'er the whole land, like fome fwolii river's tide;. I 
** Which terrible and number)efs appears, 
** As the thick waves which their rough oce^m 
<' Which lies fo ftrongly >ncamp*d, that one would 
«• The hill might be removed as foon as they j 
« We two alone muft fight with and defeat ; 8; 

« Thou *rt feook, and ftarteil at a fottttd fo great ! 
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** Yet we nuft do 't ; God our weak hands hat Chof^ 

" T aOiame the bo»Aed numbers of our foe*; 

" Wkkh to his ftrength no more proportion be^ 

*' Than millions are of hours to his eternity. . $40^ 

" If, when their carelefs guards efpy us heiCy 

** With rportful icom tliey call t* us to come near^ 

** We *11 boldly climb the hill^ and charge them vli ; 

*< Not they, but Ifrael's Angela gives the call. 

*' He fpoke, and as he fpoke, a light divine S45 . 

" Did from his eyes, and roiind his temples, (Iiine ^ . 

*' Loucler his voice, larger his limbs, appeared i 

** Lefs feem'd the numerous army to be fearM« 

" This faw, and heard, with joy the brave Efquire, . . 

** As he with God's, fiird with his mailer's, fire : 850 . 

" Forbid it, ^leaven ! faid he, I (hould decline, 

" Or wifh, STir, not to make your. danger mine j , 

" The great example whi^h I daily fee 

" Of your high worth is not fa loft on me; 

" If wonder-itrook. I at your words appear, ^55 

" My wonder yet is innocent of fear : 

*^ Th' honour which does yiour princely breait en6am£« . 

*' Warms mine tooy and joins there with duty's name. 

** If in this aA Ill-fate.our tempter be, 

'* May all the ill it means be aim'd at me ! %6o . 

" Bwt fure, I think, God leads j nor could you bring 

" So high thought;s from a lefs-exalted fpring.. 

" Bright figns through all your, words and Ipoks axe 

** fpread, 
" A rifing victory dawns around your head. 

o 4. '* With ; 
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«* With fuch difcourfe blowing their facred Hzme, 865 

" Lo, to the fatal place and work they came. 

** Strongly encaxnp*d on a ileep hill^s large head^ 
*' Like forae vaft wood the mighty hoft was fpread; 
** Th'only' acctfs on neighbouring Gabaa's fide, 
•• An hard and narrow way, which did divide 870 
*« Two cliffy rocks, Bofes and "Sene? nanrTd, 
•* Much for thcmfelves, and their big ftrangencfsjfaniMj 
** More for their fortune, and this ftrangcr day. 
♦* On both their points Philiftian out-guards lay, 
*< From whence the two bold fpies they firftcfpy'd j 875 
** And, lo ! the Hebrews 1 proud Eleanor cry'd, 
*« From Senes' top ; lo ! from their hungry caves, 
*^ A quicker fate here fends them to their graves, 
*• Come up (aloud he cries to them below) 
** Ye' Egyptian (laves, and to our mercy owe 880 

*« The rebel-lives long fince t' our juftice due. 
♦* Scarce from his lips the fatal omen flew, 
«' When th' infpir'd Prince did nimbly underftand 
*« God, and his God-like virtues' high command. 
••^ It call'd him up, and up the fteep afcent 885 

«« With pain and labour, hafte and joy, they went. 
«« Eleanor laugh'd to fee them climb, and thought 
*^ His mighty words th* affrighted fuppliants brought; 
•* Did new affronts to the great Hebrew Name, 
«« (The barbarous !) in his wanton fancy frame. 890 
*' Short was his fport ; for, fwift as thunder's ftroke 
** Rives the frail trunk of fome heaven- threatening o2k, 
•< The Prince's fwdrd did his proud head divide; 
«' The parted fcull hung down on either fide* 

«<Jufl 
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** Juft « he fell, his vengeful fteel he drew t^5 

" Half-way (no more the trembling joints could do) ; 

" Which Abdon fnatch'd, and dy*d it m the blood 

" Of an amazed wretch that next him ftood. 

" Somexlofe to earth, (baking and groveling, lie, 

" Like larks when they the tyrant hobby fpy j 900' 

** Some,wonder-ftrook, ftand fixM; fome fly; fome arm 

" Wildly, at th' unintelligible alarm. 

" Like the main channel of an high-fwoln ftood, 

" In vain by dikes and broken works withftood 5 

" So Jonathan, once climb'd th' oppofing hill, 905 

" Does all around with noife and ruin fill : 

"Like fome large arm of which, another way 

" Abdon o'erflows ; him too no bank can ftay. 

" With cries th' affrighted country flies before, 

" Behind the following waters loudly roar. 910 

" Twenty, at leaft, flain on this out-guard lie, 

" To th' adjoin'd camp the reft diftra6led fly j 

" And ill-mixM wonders tell, and into 't bear 

" Blind terror, deaf diforder, hclplefs fear. 

" The conquerors too prefs boldly in behind, 915 

" Doubling the wild conftifions which they find. 

** Hamgar at firft, the Prince of Afhdod town, 

" Chief 'mongft the five in riches and renown, 

" And General then by courfe, op]x>sM their way, 

•* Till drownM in death at Jonathan's feet he lay, 92* ' 

" And curs'd the heavens for rage, and bit the ground { 

" His life, for ever fpilt, fl:ainM all the grafs around. 

" His brother too, who virtuous hafte did make 

V Hit fortunC'to rcvtnge, or to partake, 

** FalU 
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** Fftlls groTcliog o*er his truok^ on mother earth $ ^$ 
** D«ath mix'd no lefs their bloods than did their hirth, 
** Meanwhile the well-ipleas'd Abdon's icftlefs fword 
*^ Difpatch^d the following train V attend their lord. 
** On ftill^o'er panting -corpfe, great Jonathan led$ 
** Hundreds before him fell, and thoufands fled. 950 
** Prjodigious Prince ! which does moii wondrous (bow, 
** Thy' attempt, or thy fuocefs? thy fate or thou? 
** Who durft alone that dreadful hoGt aflail, 
*' With purpofe not to die, but to prevail ! 
** Infinite numbers thee no more affright, 935 

*' Than Godi-whofe unity is infinite. 
<* If Heayen to m^n fuch mighty thoughts would give,. 
*( What breaft but thine capacious to receive 
** The vaft infufion ? or what foul but thine 
" Durft have believ'd that thought to be divine ? 940 
<< Thou foUow'd'^ Heayen in the deiigD, and we 
<* Find in the a£l 'twas Heaven that foUow'd thee. 
'^ Thou led' (I on angels, and that facred band 
** (.The Deity's.great lieutenant !) didft commjiad. 
« 'Tis true. Sir, and no figure, when I fsiy 94.5 

** Angels them&lves fought under him that day. 
" Clouds^ with ripe thunder chaiig'd, fome ihither drew, 
** And fome the dire materials brought for new. 
*' Hot dropssof fouthem ihowers (the fweats of death) 
** The voice of ilorms,.and winged whirlwinds' breathy 
" The flaraies ihot forth from fighting dragons' eyes ^ 
** The fraokes that from fcorch'd fevjers' avens rife j 
** The reddeft fires with which fad comets grow j 
<« And Sodom's neighbouring lake, did fpirits beftow . 
.3 "Of. 
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«< Of fineft A#hur ; aoioogft wluch they put 955 

" Wrath, fixy, komr, «id all mingled Ihut 
" Ifito a cold Bioift cloud, t* enfiame it more, 
<* And make th* enraged prifoner louder roar. 
" Th'alembled clouds burft o'er their army*8 head; . 
** NQUeydarknefsydifmal lightnings round them fpreid* 
" Another Spirit, with a more potent wand 
" Than that which Nature fear'd in Mofcs' hand, » 
** And went the way that pleas'd, the mountain ftrook } 
'* The mountain felt it ^ the vaft mountain (hook. . 
•* Through the wide air another Angel flew ^fi^ 

" About their hoft» and chick amongft them threw^ . 
" Difcord, defpair, confufion, fear, miftake, 
" And all th' ingredients that fwift ruin make, 
" The fertile glebe requires no time to breed j 
*' It quickens, and receives at once the feed. 970 

** One would have thought, this difmal day t' have feg^^ 
" That Nature's felf in her death-pangs had been. 
« Such will the face of that great hour appear j » 

** Such the diftrafted finner's confcious fear. 
** In vain fome few ftrive the wild flight to ftay ; ^ri 
** In vain they threaten, and in vain they pray t 
** UnheardjL unheeded* trodden down, they lie, 
" Beneath the wretched feet of crowds that fly. 
** O'er their own foot trampled the violent horfe; 
** The guidelefs chariots with impetuous courfe 980 
*' Cut wide through both $ and, all their bloody way« 
" Horfes and men,, toi^, bruis'd, and mangled, lay. 
" Some from the rocks caft themfelvea down headlonf^^ 

<* The fftint»: weak pdfion growr fo bpld and ftroi^ I . 

4cxa 
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iM To almoft certain prefent death they fly, 9^5 

** From a remote and caufelefs fear to die. 
** Much different error did fome troops pofleft j 
•* And madnefs, that lookM better, though no lefs : 
•' Their fellow -troops for th' entcr'd foe they take j 

* '* And Ifraers war with mutual (laughter make. 990 
'* Meanwhile the king from Gabaa^s hill did view, 
** And hear, the thickening tumult, as h grew 

« ** Still great and loud -, and, though he knows not why 
*« They fled, no more than they themfelves that fly, 

•^ Yet, by the ftorms and terrors of the air, 995 

*' Giicfles fome vengeful fpirit 's working there 3 
*• Obeys the loud occafion*s facred call, 
** And fiercely on the trembling hoft does fall. 
** At the fame time their flaves and prifoners rife ; 

^* Nor does their much-wifh*d liberty fuffice, tooo 

••* Without revenge ; the fcatter*d arms they feize, 
*' And their proud vengeance with the memory pleafc 
«* Of who fo lately bore them. All about, 
•* From rocks and caves, the Hebrews iflue out 

If* At the glad noife ; joyM that their foes had fliown 
'* A fear that drowns the fcandal of their own. 
*« Still did the Prince 'midtt all this ftorm appear, 
** Still fcatterM death and terrors evey where ; 
<* Still did he break, ftill blunt, his wearied fwords j 

'** Still flaughter new fupplies t' his hand affords. 
<* Where troops yet flood, there ftill he hotly flew, 
•* And, till at laft all fled, fcorn'd to purfue. 

J*< All fled at laft, but many in vain ; for ftill 
«! Th' infatiatt Conc^ueror was mo« fwift to kill 

« I* xha« 
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" Than they to fave their lives. Till, lo ! at laft, 1015 

** Nature, whofe power he had Co long furpafsM, 

" Would yield no more, but to him ftronger foe«, 

" Droughty faintnefs, and fierce hunger, did oppofe. 

** Reeking all o*er in duft, and blood, and fweat, 

** Burnt with the fun^s and violent a6lion^s heat, 1029 

" 'Gainft an old oak his trembling limbs he ftaid, 

'' For fome fhort eafe ; Fate in th^ old oak had laid 

" Provifions up for his relief; and lo ! 

** The hollow tnmk did with bright honey flow. 

" With timely food his decay'd fpirits recruit, 1025 

" Strong he returns, and frefli, to the purfuit 5 

" His ftrength and fpirits the honey did rcftore 5 

** But, oh ! the bitter-fweet ftrangc poifon bore I 

** Behold, Sir, and mark well the treacherous fate, 

" That does fo clofe on human glories wait ! 103^' 

" Behold the ftrong, and yet fantaftic net, 

" T' cnfnare triumphant virtue darkly fet ! 

" Could it before (fcarce can it fmce) be thought, 

" The Prince — who had alone that morning fought 

** A duel with an hoft, had the hoft overthrown, X035* 

*' And threefcore thoufand hands difarmM with one ; 

" WafliM-off his country's (hame, and doubly dy'd 

" In blood and bluflies the Philiftan pride ; 

" Had fav'd and fix'd his father's tottering crown, 

*• And the bright gold aew burnifh'd with renown,— 

" Should be ere night, by 's King and Father's breath, 

'* Without a fault, vow'd and condemn'd to death } 

•* Deftin'd the bloody facrifice to be 

•* Of thanks, himfclf, for his own viftory ? 

» Alont> 
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** Alone, with various fate, like to become, ia4.|. 

<' Fighting, an hoft $ dying, an hecatomb ? 

** Yet fucb. Sir, was his cafe 5 

*« For Saul, who fear'd left the full plenty- might 

'* (In the abandonM camp exposM to fight) 

•* His hungry men from the purfuit diffuade, 1050 

•* A ra(h, but folemn vow to Heaven had made— 

«* CursM be the wretch, thrice curfed let him be, 

«« Who^fliall touch food this bufy day, faid he, 

** Whilft the bleft fun does with his favouring light 

*' Afllft onr vengeful fwords againft their flight i 1055 

** Be he thrice cursM ! and, if his life we fpare, 

** On us thofe curfes fall that be (hould bear 1 

•* Such was the king*s ralh vow ; who little thought 

" How near to him Fate th* application brought. 

•' The two-edg*d oath wounds deep, pcif orm'd or broke j 

«• Ev'n perjury its leaft and bluntcft ftroke. 

** *Twas his owu fon, whom God and mankind lov'd, 

,** His owu victorious fon, that he devov'd 5 

«« On wbofc bright head the baleful curfes light: 

** But Providence, his helmet in the fight, 10^5 

*« Forbids their entrance or their fettling there j 

** They with brute found diffttlv'd into the air. 

*' Him' what reilgion, or what vow, could bind, 

** Unknown, unheard-of, till he his life did find 

*'£iKsmgkd in *t ? whilft wonders he did do, 107* 

<« Muft he dif now for not being prpphet too > 

** To all bttt bkn this oath was meant and faid i 

**' He, afar off, the tads f^r wluoh Hwas made 
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^ W» acting th«n, till» faint and out of breath, 

^< He grew half^dead with toil of giving death, 1075 

*' What could his crime in this condition be, 

*' EzcusM by ignorance and necefCty ? 

" Yet the rcmorfelefs king — who did difdain 

*' That man ihould hear him fwear or threat in yain^ 

*' Though ^gainft himfeif $ or fate a way il^ould fee 

*' By which attacked and conquered he might be ; 

*' Who thonght compaffion female weaknefs here» 

** And equity injuftice, would appear 

*' In his own caufe^ who falfely fear'd, befide, 

'* The folemn corft on Jonathan did abide, X0S5 

'* And, the infe£led limb not cut away, 

" Would like a gangrene o'er all Ifrael ftray j— 

'* Prepared this god-like facrifice to kill, 

" And his ra(h vow more rafhly to fulfil. 

" What tongue can th" honor and amazement tell 

'' Which on all Ifrael that fad moment fell ! 

' Tamer had been their grief, fewer their tears, 

« Had the Philiftian fate that day been theirs. 

' Not Saurs proud heart could mafter his fwoln eye $ 

' The Printe alone ftood mild and patient by $ X095 

' So bright his fufferings, To triumphant, (how'd, 

* Lefa to the beft than worft of fates he ow'd. 

* A vt£loiy now he o>r himfelf might boaft j 

* He conquered now, that conqueror of an hoft. 

* It charmM through tears the fad fpcdator's fight, 

* Did reverence, love, and gratitude, excite, 

* And pious rage } with which infpirM, they now 
' Qppofc tio Saul's a better publk vow, 

<« Tl^ey 
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«« They all conftnt all Ifrael ought to be 
^< AccursM and killed themf^lves, rather tban He. i 
«« Thus with kind force they the glad king withftood 
*• And fav'd their wondrous faviour's facred blood !" 

Thus David fpoke ; and much did yet remain 
Behind, th' attentive prince to entertain: ; 
Edom and Zoba's war— for what befel 1 1 ic 

In that of Moab, was known there too well s 
The boundlefs quarrel with cursM Amalek's land j 
Where Heaven itfelf did cruelty command. 
And praftis'd on Saul's mercy, nor did ere 
^ore puniih innocent blood, than pity there. iir 
But lo ! they' arrivM now at th' appointed place 5 
WcU-chofcn and well-furniflt'd for the chaoe« 
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A D I S C O U R S E» 

BY WAY OF VISION, 
CONCERNING 

THE GOVERNMENT OF OLIVER CROMWELIm. 

IT was the funeral day of the late man who made- 
bimfelf to be called protestor. And though I bore- 
but lldle affe6lion, either to the memory of him, or to- 
the trouble and folly of all public pageantry, yet I war 
forced by the importunfty of my company to go alon^ 
with them, and be a fpeftator of that folemrtity, the 
expe6latibn of which had been fo great, that it was faidt 
to have brought fome very curious perfons (and no 
doubt fmgular vlrtuofos) as far as from the Mount in 
Cornwall, and from the Orcades. I fourtd there had 
been much more coft beftowed than either the deacf 
man, or indeed death itfelf, could defer ve, ' There wa» 
a mighty train of black adidants, among which, too>. 
divers princes in the perfons of their ambafladors (be- 
ing infinitely affllfted for the lofs of their brother) 
were pleafed to attend; the hearfe was magnificent^ 
the idol crowned, and (not to mention all other cere- 
monies which are pra£Ufed at royal interments, and 
therefore by no means could be omitted here) the raft 
multitude of fpe6lators made up, as it ufes to do, no 
fmall part of the fpedlacle itfelf. But yet, I know 
»ot how, the whole was fo managed, that, mcthoughtj^ 
it'fomewhaf repreiBnted the life of him for whom i^ 
Vol. II. ^ )' '^^ 
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was made s< much notie, much tumult, much expence, 
q^ichmagniiibenoeymucbvaiiy-gUry; briei^ agreHC 
ihow, and y^ after all this, but an ill fight. At laft 
Xfur it feemed long to me, and like his fliort reign too, 
very tedious) the whole fcene paftd by j and I retired 
Iblk la my dhtnriMTy weary* amdlthmk more melan- 
choly than any of the mourners ; \^ere I 'began to re- 
fladoivthe whole life- of this prodigious., man t and 
.fomptknes I was filled with horror and deteftation cif 
hif anions, and fometimes I inclined a. little to re< 
Tcceoce and admiration of his^couvage, conduct, and 
vfuccafs j till, by thefe different motions and agitations 
of mind, rocked as it were afleep, I fell atlaftinto 
.tbis^ifion.; or if jjTou pleafe ^oxalMt'but a dream, I 
iball not take it ill, becaufe the father of p<>ets tells us, 
eren dreams, too, are .from God, 

But furc it was no dream j for I was fuddenly tranf- 
. ported afar off (whether in the body, or out of the bo- 
dy, like St. Paul, I.know not) and found myfelf on 
thetopof that famous hill in the ifland Mona, which 
iaa^the profpe^t of three great, and not-lohg-fince mofE 
rliappyj kingdoms. As foon as ever I looked oH them, 
&e ** not-long-finee** ftruck upon my memory, and call- 
id forth the fad reprefentation of all the fins, andallthe 
miferies, that had overwhelmed them thefe twenty 
years. And I wept bitterly for two or three houfs-,* 
-and, when my prefent ftock of moifture wa* all wafted, 
I feU a fighing for an hour more $ and, as foon as I 
xtcovered* fxom my pailion theuft df Tpeechandrea- 
|bn^ I broke forth, as I itmember 0ooking upon Eiig^ 
had) iAt0 tblt compldnt i 
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Ab, happy ifle, how aft ijhatt dlalif 'd «*ft cndtf <^ 

Since I was ^m^ and knew tii«e fifft I 
When peace, which had fbrlbok tho woiddadOHod 
(Frightod' wtdirnoiiA, and' th« ihnll tmnfetri lmad>( 

Thee for a private place of reft. 

And a ftcure retirement, cho(% 

Wherein to bnild faei* halcyon ned j 
No wind durft (Hi* abroad, the air to difcompofe % 

When all the riches of t& globe be£d«; 

FlowM iff to thee with tnnrf, tkdcf 
When all, that nature did thf f^^ drayy 
The gr^wtli was of ikf (raitful indaftsy ^^ 

\^hen all the proud and dreadful Tea, 

And all his tributary fbreams, 

A conftaht tribute paid to thee; 
When all the liquid world was one extended Tbuies.| 

When plenty m eaeb TiUage did -f^fftno. 

And bounty was its fteivard tbnc ^ 
When gold waUe*d free about in opeit vitt«r«i 
SR'it ooe ooBqucringp patty's pafiaMr giv^^i 

When the religion of our ftate 

Had face and fubftance with her voioe«. 

Ere ihe,. by her fooliOi loves of late, 
like Echo (once a Nymph), turned only into noife i 

When mem to men^ itij^^afld-fHtildlh^b^rt^- ' 

And God witit vtmenam dUbadore; 
When upon earth no kthgdwit cvtld hs»%.ft»wm 

Pa Ami 
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Mnd yet his Aibje^tt by him were 
(Which is a truth will hardly be 
ReccivM by any vulgar ear, 
Ji fecret knofm to few) made happier ev*n than kc. 

Thou doft a Chaos^ and Confudon^ now, 

A Babely and a Bedlam, grow^ 
And, like a frantic perfon, thou doft tear 
The* ornaments and cloaths whlcE thou ihould^fl wear. 

And cut thy limbs'; and, if w* fee 

(Juft as thy barbarous Britons did) 

Thy body with hypocrify 
Painted all o?er, thou think^ft thy naked fliaxne is hid. 

The nations^ which envied thee ercwhile. 

Now laugh (too little 'tis to fmile) j 
They laugh, and would have pitied thee, alas! 
TBut that thy faults all pity do furpafs. 

Art thou fht country^ which didft hate 

And mock the French inconftancy ? 

And have we, have we feen of late 
Xefs change of habits there, than governments in thee? 

Unhappy ifle ! no fhip of thine at fca. 

Was tfver toft and torn like thee. 
Thy naked hulk Joofe on the waves does beat> 
TliC rocks and banks around her ruin threat j 

W^at did thy foolifh pilots aili 

To lay the compafs quite aiide i 

Without a law or rule to fail. 
And rather take the .wittdf» than lifiavexi»i to be their 
♦ guide? 
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Yet, mighty God ! yet, yet, we humbly crarCy 

This floating, ide from fhipwreck fare ^ 
And though, to waih that Uood which does it ftaiBf 
It well defenre to finic into the muQ i 

Yet, for tke royal martyr^ prayer 

(The royal martyr prays, we know) 

This guilty, perifhing vedbl fpare { 
Hear but his foul above, ah4 not his blood below! 

I think I fiionld have gone on, but that I was in* 
temipted by a ftrange and terrible apparition; fop 
there appeared to me (arifing out of the earth, as I con- 
ceived) the figure of a man, taller than a giant, or in* 
deed than the fliadow of any giafit in the evening: 
His body was naked ; but that nakednefs adorned, or 
rather deformed, all over, with feveral figures, after 
the manner of the ancient Britons, paiftted upon it t 
and I perceived that moft of them were the repre(enta« 
tion of the late battles in our civil wars, and (it* I be 
not much miftaken) it was the battle of Nafcby that 
was drawn upon his bread. His eyes were like burn- 
ing brafs 5 and there were three crowns of the fame 
metal (as I guelTed}, and that looked as red-hot too, 
upon his head. He held in his right-hand a fword^ 
that was yet bloody, and neverthelefs the motto of it 
was, ** Paxquaeriturbello;" and in his left hand a thick 
book, upon the hick of which was -written in lettei*« 
of gold, A6ls, Ordinances, Ptoteftations, Covenants^ 
Engagements, Declarations, Remonftrances, &c. 

Though this fudden, unufual, and dreadful; ob/s^f 

might haVe quelled a greater courage thak- taine j jF«t 

Pj f# 
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fo it pleaM Ood (for tbci;ie k nothing 1»Qlckr than « 
snan in a wfiofli) that f ^wos aiot at i^ danated* bat 
fdkcd Mm ^ft^lauky vajih^K&fy^ What atfidiDa ?** 
And he faid, <' I «■ cdisd .'^e .narth-'weft|aincipai 
lity, his highneft, '^ pr«te€br of the sominoowealth 
of England, Scotland, and Ivcf and, and :die donlaions 
l>elonjg;ing thereunto ; fpr I 4m that angel, to whom 
the Ahnigfbty hat oommitttd live ^govemmeat of tfaofie 
three kingdonif , wbich .thpn ilbeft from ihU plac«." 
And I anOwreisd and fyi^, ** If it be fo, Sir, itfeems. 
to mt that for almoft thcfe twenty years paft, your 
highi»ers haa been abfent froni your charge : for not 
^y if any angel, but if any ^wife and honeft man, had 
£nce that time been pur governor, we (hould not have 
wandered thus long In thefe laborious and endlefs la- 
byrinths of confufion, hut eitlier not have entered 
at ail Jato them, or at leaft haye.i£turaed bacil^ ere wt 
Itad abfolutely loSt our way,; -but, inftead of your high- 
|M^, we faav« had iincf fujch a protedor, as was his 
predeceiTor Richard ^he third to the king his nepbew ; 
lor he ]piefently Hew the commonwealth, which be 
ivetentsd to pcoteA, and £et up hirofelf in the place of 
it : a littie ^efs guilty •indeed in one reipeiQ, 3]iecaufc 
the othfx ilew an innocent^and ihis man did but^ur- 
der A ifiuvdweic. Suck a prole£lor we have had^^as ve 
vvould have been jgh^l to have changed for an.eneiDyy 
9nd rather received a «f nftant Turk« than this eveiy 
inonth*aapoftatej fuch a prots^lor, as man is to bis 
to€k*f nvtuichiie ibecri;^ and felk, or devpujs hiviclfs 
mdl moMJmxk iuiow^ what d»e weU^ whi^Jie j^o- 
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ttOtlum fipoin, gcni1i14o qippc. Such -a, ^nft^or^** 
ani as I was pnctfi^J^. wrthoiig^tt, his higlwefii. 
li^rtn to fvt on a da^pWai«d and throatciiog cowite* 
mnccy as- flow vie to (ia wfaen thekdearQftfnca4$h9f'»- 
pen to l>e tmduced in tktir company $ which gave me 
the firft rife of jealoufy again&hixn^ fori did not be-> 
tieve chat Cromwell among. all his foreign. corr^pond* 
caees ' had ever hel d any with angels* . However I . waa • 
not hasdened enough yet to. venture a ^qpaiTel wiihhiia 
then: and therefore (^sif Iihad ijpoken to thc'pKOtec-> 
tor himfelf io Whit^ull) I deficed him ** that bja. 
lugiuM^s wotlld pleafe to {)ac4on miB,.if.I h^duvwit:* 
tingiy i|iQken any thi«g to the di/i^aragemM»t iof a fer- 
iaa, whofe relamns^tohia^highnelft.X had^notjlhe h^- 

At w^tdb he to}d me " tihathe had no-other ooor 
cernmoit #»r his late hi|jb«ef$» than -as he took him to> 
be thfegreateft man that evvr was^f the £ngU<h>natioo«. 
if not :(£Hd:he) of the i»rhole world ^ which«^ives.4ae 
a ]vc$L title to the defence of his ceputation^ iinceXoMMr 
account jpylelf, a>^ it went, ji naXuraUfted^i^iih an- 
gel, hy. havi4^ had ib lox^g the mao^^eiopnt^f the ^ 
hvcs pf tJ^U countiiy* . Ad4 ^ pray^ oowitryman i(i^i 
he^ wry IsJUadtty and wj^ ilancen^y) fAr J^wp^ildyoAt 
have ypu iallinto the ^onecaJ en»a'4if the^WiorUf thii 
detefts and decries fo ^xlira^idittaif a v^rjbu^/** Whatf: 
aan heio^ce eK^sapidMaaf y^ tha^ th«t a f^enion^qf »ieai& 
hiiih> 9P £eit«n«> Aoxminemu^ualitifis wof hody, - whkh- 
hareiometiQHSyier df^nwd^M^Mcb kmtv&cfh 99iMmf$^ 
^ ihr highift iigfi\6mrAmid h^m (hc^pfinLge toAjt- 
B 4, tsmiiV 
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tempt, and thehappinefs to facceed in, fo improbablea' 
defign, as the deftru£lion of one of the moft ancient and 
moft folfdly-founded monarchies upon the earth ? that he 
Ihould have the power or boldnefs to put his prince and 
mafter to an open and infamous death ; to'banlih that sit- 
Aierous and ftrongly-allied iamily 5 to do all this un- 
der the Dame and 'wages of a parliament $ to trample 
upon them'tooas hepleafed, and fpnrn them out of doort) 
when he grew weary of them ; to raife -up a new and 
unheard-of monfter out of their aihes ; to -ftifle^tbat la 
the very infancy, and fet up himfelf above all things 
that ever were called fovereign'in England ; to opprefs 
all his enemies by arms, and all his friends afterwards 
by artifice; to ferve all parties patiently for awhile, 
and to command them vi£loriou(ly at lall ; to over-run 
each corner of the three nations, and overcome with 
•qual facility both the riches of the fouth and the po- 
▼erty of the north ; to be feared and courted by all fo- 
reign princes, and adopted a brother to the gods of the 
earth-; to call together parliaments with a word of his 
|>en, and fcatter them again with the breath of his 
mouth ; to be humbly and daily petitioned that Tie 
vould pleafe to be hired, at the rate of two milfions a 
-yeat*, to be the matter of thofe who had iiired him be- 
-fore to be their fervant ; to'have the eftates and lives of 
<three kingdoms as much at his difpofal, as was the 
'little inheritance of his father^ and to be as noble and 
'liberal in the fpending of them j and laftly (for- there 
is nd end of all the particulars of his glory) "to be- 
•^ucath all this ^ith^one word to hi$4>ofterityi to die 

writh 
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^tfa peace at home, and triumph abroad } to be buried 
among kings, and with more than regal folemnityi 
and to leave a name behind him, not to be extinguiih- > 
cd, but with the whole worlds which, as it is now 
tso little for his praifes, fo might have been too for hit 
conqoefts, if the ihort line of his human life could ' 
hare been ftretched*out to the extent of his immortal 
defigns*?'" 

By this'fpeech, I began to^underftand perfectly well 
^at kind of angel his pretended bighnefs was ; and 
having fortified myfelf privately with a fliort mental- 
prayer, and wilh the iign of the crofs (not out of any 
ftperftition to Ae fign, but as a recognition of my bap-» 
tifm in Cbrirft)^, 1 grew a little bolder, and replied in' 
this manner:'' I ihould not venture to oppofe what 
you are pleafed to Tay in commendation of the late 
great, and (I confcfs) extraordinary perfon, but that* 
I remember Chrift forbids us to give aflent to any 
other doftrine but what himfelf bar taught us, even 
though it ihould be delivered by an angel ; and if fucH 
you be, Sir, it may be you have fpoken all ^is rather 
to try than to tempt my frailty : for fure I am, that 
we muft renounce or ^forget all the laws of the New 
and Old Teftament, and thofe which are the founda- 
tion of both, even the laws of moral 'and natural ho* 
nefty, if we approve of the a£tion8 of 'that inan whom 
I fuppofe you commend by irony. 

, • Mr. Hvme has inferted this -character of Crom* 
well, but altered, as he fays, in feme particulars from 
Ihe orriginaly in hit hiftory of Gteat- Britain, H. 

There 
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Tkerewronlfl'he no shd to inftaacc in tiie^ardcvkrs- 
•f «Ii hi» wiflkedncfs ; but, to 6am up » part of it 
Brieilyy What can be. more extmondiDarify wicked, 
UHtt'for a pcvroa^ fnch ^s yourielf,<quaiify htmrTightly, 
tt jcndeaflmlir not oaiy to taailt himfejlf abvre, but to- 
tttnpk upon, all his equals anit^beiteis ? *to pEetend 
ftaeion. lor all n«n, end uoder the. help of tbatpre* 
tence to make all men his fervants ? to take xnas- 
agaiAft tiaiies of (fciuroe two hit»d«ed tjbott&nd poumis 
a year, swd to ratfe ihtm himlelf to above two mil^ 
UoiM f to qwant-el far the \oh of thret ori^tmr ears» 
and to Anke fiff il^Hfi or four faundffed bead» ? ta6gfat 
agalnft an imAg^msy rWpiciioa of I kikow aot -vvhat r 
two thovfand guarda to be fMcbed fo/ the vicing, I 
liaow Aot kwKi Nrhence^ and io Icfep up-fior bunileif 
no l«(s (iban forty ^ouiaad f to poe^end ^^ dcleaee 
of parliamcnta^ aad yiokndy to difialve all> avea ^■ 
h^% owp .caliingy and a)«ioft cfaoofao^'f ^o undertake 
tbe seforraation af r^tigioo, io irob -i^ eten fio tfae 
yary fkin, nod tb«n to expoiekjaaJeedtolbe mfgeof 
a)l feila and berefiios ? |}p fat vp co^lSrU .<tf iapiiw> 
4iid coufts .of murder ? to £|^t againft ibe ^kim^ iwd^ 
a commiflion for 4iun.i to iafee i^m feroibiy m$^ of 
the 4ukndft of rthf»iei»r wbom fa^ b«4 «Q«c|Mrrod tiv i 
todnekwhim^afeobiariietj ^yUb prattft^tioiitjod'rov^ 
af 4d«lify i a»d <v^Q 1»« ^«<1 ^ea^ght him m Uy^ but- 
cher him> with as little ibainie« aa CQaf^c«ic« or biUB»* 
nity, in the open face of the whole world ? to rcceift 
a commifTion for the king and partia/rien.t« to muider 
(as I faid} tfa&<«m« »»4 (ktko^ np^kft-inpudfuady tha 

athcK? 
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a&er ? to !%ht «i!^ft fi9f»n^chy wh«n he dftclart d for 
it, an4 decbf« ggmnft .it 4id|eB he contrived for kin 
Ioet>wn perfon ? (to ah^fe pevfidlouily andXiipplant ift» 
gratefully hi^ awii.^»n6nil * firfl;^ >aiid aft^i-wards mol^ 
of 'tho^e ofi^cera» who, widi the iofs of their honour^. 
s«k4 h^ard of their fouls, had lifted him up to the toj^ 
of his unreasonable ambitions } to break his faitlj^ 
with all enemies and with all friends equally ? and to 
make no le^s frequent uCe of the moft folemn perjuries 
than the loafer fort oi .psople do of cuftomary oaths I 
to uforp three kingdoms without .any fhadow of the 
kaftjBStenfians, and to govern them as unjuftly as h% 
got them ? to fet himlblf up as an idol (which wft 
know, a« St. Paul fays, in itfelf is nothing), and 
make the very ftrcets of London like the valley of 
Hinnon, by burning the bowels of men as a facrifice^ 
to his Molochfhip? to feek to entail this ufurpation 
«po« bk pofterity, and with it an eod^fc war upon tb^ 
aation i and iaftly, by the fov«reft judgment of AU 
ni^^Gody to die hardened, and madv 9»d uarepent* 
ant, with .the curfes of theprefent agie, and the detei^ 
tatioa of aU to fucceedr* 

Though i had jpAvt^h onore to iay ^for . the li£s pf mnm* 
it fo ihort, that it allows not time enough to fpeak a«^ 
g»Hift a tyrant^^ yet, becaufe I had a misdjto hesurhovr 
my ftrange adverfary would behave himfelf upon, thia- 
fttbje^l, and to give even the devil (as they fay) hia 
ngfat and fair play in a difputation, I ftopped litre, and 
ttpcfted (nOfwithout thc-frailty of a Uttk fear) that fat 

• Sir T. Fairfax,. 

Should 
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fhould have broke into a violent pailion in behalf 6t 
his favourite : but he on the contrary very calmly, and 
I with the dove-like innocency of a ferpent that was not 
yet wanned enough to fting, thus replied to me $ 

** It is not fo much out of my affe6lion to that per- 
fon whom we difcourfe of (whofe greatnefs is too folid 
to be (haken by the breath of an oratory), as for jrou^ 
own fake (honeft countryman), whom I conceive to 
err, rather by miftake than out of malice, that I (hall 
endeavour to reform your uncharitable and unjuft opi- 
nion. And, in the firft place, I muft needs put you in 
mind of a fentence of the moft ancient of the heathea 
divines, that you men are acquainted withal, 

Ov)^ oa-uu iuiiafAimnf iv*av^^ica tv^Saac-Bai, 

*Tis wicked with infulting feet to tread 
Upon the monuments of the dead. 

And the intention of the reproof there, is no lefs pro* 
per for this fubjeft ; for it is fpoken to a perfon who 
was proud and infolent againft thofe dead men, to whom 
he had been humble and obedient whilft they lived." 

*' Your highnefs may pleafe (faid I) to add the 
verfe that follows, as no lefs proper for this fub- 
jea : 

Whom God's juft doom and their own (ins have fent 
Already to their punifhment. 

But I take this to be the rule in the cafe, that, when 
we fix any infamy upon deceafed perfons, it fhould not 
We done out of hatred to the deadj but out of love and 

chtfitf 
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charity to the living s that the cvrfts, which only res* 
main in men's thoughts, and dai*e not come forth a- ^ 
gainft tyrants (becaufc they are tyrants) whilft they 
are fo, may at leaft be for ever fettled and engraven 
upon their memories, to deter all others from the like 
wickednefs ; which elfe, in the time of their foolifli 
profperity, the flattery of their own hearts, and of 
other men'*s tongues, would nx?t fuffer them to perceive* 
Ambition is fo fubtile a tempter, and the corruption of 
human nature fo fufceptible of the temptation, that a- 
man can hardly reiift it, be he never fo much fore- 
warned of the evil confequences j much lefs if he find 
not only the concurrence of the prefent, but the appro- 
bation too of following ages, which have the liberty 
to judge more freely. The mifchief of tyranny is too 
^tat, even in the ihorteft time that it can continue-} it 
is endlefs and infupportable, if the example be to reign 
too ; and if a Lambert muft be invited to follow the 
Heps of a Cromwell, as well by the voice of honour » 
as by the fight of power and riches. Though it may 
fcere to Ibmc fantaftically, yet was it wifely, done of the 
Syracufans, to implead with the forms of their ordi- 
nary juftice, to condemn and deftroy, even the ftatues^ 
of all their tyrants i if it were poflible to cut them out 
of all hiftory, and to extiuguifh their very names, I am 
of opinion that it ought to be done 5 but, fince they 
have left behind them too deep wounds to be ever dofed 
.up without a fear, at leaft let us fct fuch a mark upon 
^eir.mfimoryx th^t men of the fame wicked inclina- 
.tijjA8 may b« ng kfi affrighted "With their lafting igno- 
miny^ 



d by Google 



9M ON THE eOV£RJ9.MKNT 

yninji than onticed fa/, their momentaiy glories. And, 
that, your highnefs nuij perceiv«r that I ipeak not all 
this out of any private animofity againft. the peribn of 
the late pKoteHar, I aflure you^ upon my faith, that I 
bear so more hatred to his name, than I. do to that of 
Marhis. or SyUa, who never did me, or any friend of 
floineytht leaft injury i" and with- that, ttaniported by 
a holy fuiy, I fell into this fudden raptujse : 

Curft-be the manr (what do t wift ? as' tlicnigfa 

Tlic wretch already were not ib 5 
But curit on let him be) who thinks it brave 

And great, his countrey • to enfiave j 

"Who feeks to overpoiie alone 

The balance of a nation ; 

Againft the whole but naked ftate, 
l^ho in his own light fcale makes up with arms tiK 
weight I 

Who of his nation lovea to be the firft, 

Thoi^h at the rate of being worA;. 
Who would be rather a great menfter^ than. . 

A weIl*proportionM man. 

The Ton of earth with hundred hands 

Upon his threeopird mountain ftands^ 

• Countr^\ This word, in the fenfe of ^iz/ft«» or as 
Including in it the idea of a cMl conftitutum^ is always 
fpelrby Sfr. Cowley, I obferve^ with an e before^;,— 
<0»idr^;t-kiK the fenle of r4tf, wiithoiit anr ^^'•-oountrvj 
and thistdiiyn^ioA, for the fake^£perfpicttity» maybe 
worth jireierving^ H» 



d by Google 



TilltbMdir ftvikM kirn inm tht.%^ 
The foa of earth ^i^imm hk «uthV ^mimh doct li9« 

What btbody confufioiiy ruin, to obtlua 

A ihort and mi ferable •reign! 
In what obliqve and creeping wife 

Does the mirchievoosferpent rife! 

But erea his 'forked tongue fbikes deadi 

When he has rearM up his wicked head. 

He murders with his mortal irown 4 
A bafiliflb he £^ow«> if once he geta ux>wn» 

But no guards can oppofe aflPMilting fearsy 

Or undennhring tearsy 
No more than doors or clofe^ drawn ctirtiiins h^p 

Theriwarming( dieams out, when we fleep« 

That bloody oonfcience, too, of 'hit 

(For, oh, a rebel red-coat 'tis) 

Does here his-early bell begin, 
^e fees his flaves without, his tyrant feeli within* 

Jm, gracious God ! let never mofo thine hand 
Lift up thi$ rod againft our landl 

A tyrant is a vod and ferpent too^^ 
And bringn worib plagues thaw Egypt* knew^ 
What nmt^ ilahrd ^b blood havetfaaca 1 
What ftorm and hail-ihot have we feen ! 
Whatibres defomfd the ulcerous ^te I 

What darknefs, to be felt, has buried us of late t 

HowhM tt<fiHitoVdo«r.fioeks.aa4hefd|.away ! 
AiiiiaadtfaMaft of oajr fons a pre^i 

J ■ What 
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What croaking fe£b and vermin lias it fent. 

The reftlefs' nation to tx>rment ! 

What greedy troops, what armed power 

Of flies and iocufts, to devour 

The land, which every where they fill ( 
Nor fly they, JLord 1. away 5 no, they devour it ftill^ 

Come the eleventh plague, rather than this fliould bc^ 

Come fink us rather in the fca» 
Come rather peftilence, and reap tis down $ 

Come God's fword rather than our ow&<» 

Let rather Roman, come again, 

Or'Saxon, Norman, or the Dane : 

In all the bonds we ever bore, . , 
We griev'd,we fighM,,we weptj >?ire never blufh'J, 
before. 

If by our fins the divine juftlce be 

Caird to this laft extremity, 
. Let fome denouncing Jonas firift be fent, 

l?o tpy, if England can repent. 

Methinks, at lead, ibme prodigy. 
Some dreadful comet from .on higb> 

Should terribly forewarn' the eartb> 
'As of good pcinces death,, fo of a tyrant ^s birth.^* 

Here, the fpirit of verfe beginning a little to fail» I 
ftopt : and his highnefs, fmiling, faid, •' I was glad to 
fee you engaged in the enclofure of metre 5 for, if you 
bad flaid in the open plain of declaiming 'againft the 
word tyrant, I muft have bad patience for half 4l dozen. 
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hourSi till you had tired yourfelf as well as me* But 
pray, countryman^ to avoid this fciomachy, or imagi-. 
nary combat with words, let mc know. Sir, what you 
mean by the name of tyrant, for I remember that, 
among your ancient authors, not only all kings, but 
even Jupiter himfelf (your jwvans pater) is fo termed 4 
and perhaps, as it was ufed formerly in a good fenfe, 
fo we (hall find it, upon better confideration, to be ftill 
a good thing for the benefit and peace of mankind ; at 
leaft, it will appear whether your interpretation of it 
may be juftly applied to the pcrfon, who is now the 
fobjeft of our difcourfe.'* 

" I call him (faid I) a tyrant, who either intrudes 
himfelf forcibly into the government of his fellow- ci- 
tizens without any legal authority over them j or who, 
having a pft title to the government of a people, abui'es 
it to the deftni^ion or tormenting of them. So that 
all tyrants are at the fame time ufurpers, either of the 
whole, or at lead of a part, of that power which they 
aflurae to themfelves j and no lefs are they to be ac- 
counted rebels, fince no man can ufurp authority over 
others, but by rebelling againft them who had it before, 
or at leaft againft thofe laws which were his fupenors : 
and in all thefe fenfes> no hiftory can afford us a more 
evident example of tyranny, or more out of all pofllbi- 
lity of excufe or palliation, than that of the perfon 
whom you are pleafed to defend j whether we confider 
his reiterated rebellions againft allliis fuperiors, or his 
ufurpation of the fupreme power to himfelf, or his ty- 
ranny in the excrcife of it; and, if lawful princes havV 

Vol. II, Q^ '*bee:f 
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been elteemed tyrants, by not containing tliemlelves 
within the bounds of thofe laws which have been left 
Aem, as the Tphere of their authority, by their fore- 
fathers, what fliall we fay of that man, who, having 
by right no power at all in this nation, cckjM not con- 
tent himfelf with that which had fatisBed the mo/i 
ambitious of our princes ? nay, not with thofe vailly 
extended limits of fovereignty, which be (difdaining 
all that had been prefcribed and obfervcd before) was 
pleafed (out of great modeAy) to iet to himfelf ^ not 
abftaining from rebellion and ufurpation evea agaiail 
his own law<, as well as thofe of the nation r** 

*' Hold, friend, (faid his highnefs, palling me by 
my arm) for I fee your zeal is tranfportiag you again; 
whether the prote^or were a tyrant in the exorbitant 
exercife of his power, we /hall fee anon; it is nequiiite 
to examine, firft, whether he were fo in the ufurpatiofl 
of it. And I fiy, that not only he, but no man elfe, 
ever was, or can be fo ; and that for thefe reafons. 
Firft, becaufe all power bcloipgs only to God, who is 
the fource and fountain of it, as Ung» are of all 
honours in their dominions. Princes are but his vice- 
roys in the Ifttlc provinces of this werld ; and to k/fn: 
he gives their places for a few years, to Come foi* their 
lives, and to others (upon ends or deferts bell known 
to himfelf, or merely fW hi« undifputabie good pica- 1 
Cure) be beftows, as it \vere, leafes upon them, and 
their pofferity, for fuch a 4ate of time as is prefoji 
in that patent of their dcftiny, which is not legible to ' 
jou uxn. below. Neither a it more unlawful ^^\ 

Oliver 
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Oliver to fncceed Charles in the kingdom of England^ 
when God fo difpoiibs of it, than it had been for hint 
to have fucceeded the Lord Strafford In the lieutenancy 
of Ireland, if he. had been appointed to it by the king 
then reigning. Men are in both the cafes obliged to 
obey him whom they fee a^liially invefted with the 
authority, by that fovereign from whom he ought to 
derive it, without deputing or examining the caufes, 
either of ihe removal of the one, or the preferment of 
the other. Secondly, becaufe all power is attained, 
either by the ele^ion and eonfent of the people (and 
that takes away your objeftion of forcible i&tnifion) ^ 
or elfe by a conqueft of them (and that gives fuch a 
legal authority as you mention to be wanting in the 
ufurpation of a tyrant) j fo that either this title is right, 
and then there are so ufurpers, or elfe it is a wEong one^ 
and then there are none elfe but ufurpers, if you exa- 
mine the original pretences of the princes of the world* 
Thirdly (which, quitting tlie difpute in general, is 
a particular j unification of his high nefs) the govern- 
ment of England was totally broken and diEbWed, and 
ettinguidicd by the confufions o|!>a civil war ; fo that hi.*; 
highnefs could not be accufed to have poflTeiTed. himfelf 
violently of the ancient building of the common wealth, 
hut to have prudently and peaceably built up a new 
one out of the ruins and alhes of the former ; and he, 
who after a deplorable ihipwreck, can with extraor- 
dinary indufliy gather together the difpeiTed and 
hroken planks and pieces of it, and with no lefs^ 
wonderful art and felicity fo rejoin them, as to make a 
Qj^ new 
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new velTel more tight and beautiful than the old one, 
defcrves, no doubt, to have the command of her (even 
as his highnefs had) by the defire of the Teamen and 
paflcngers themfelvcs. And do but confider, laftly 
(for I omit a multitude of weighty things, that might 
be fpoken upon this noble argument) do but confider 
ferioufly and impartially with yourfclf, what admirable 
parts of wit and prudence, what indefatigable diligence 
and invincible courage, muft of neceflity have con- 
curred in the perfon of that man, who, from fo con- 
temptible beginnings (as I obferved before), and 
through fo many thoufand difficulties, was able not 
only to make himfelf the greateft and moft abfolutc 
monarch of this nation, but to add to it the entire 
conqueft of Ireland and Scotland (which the whole 
force of the world, joined with the Reman virtue, 
could never attain to) 5 and to crown all this with 
illuftrious and heroical undertakings and .fucceffes 
upon all our foreign enemies : do but (I fay again) 
confider this, and you will confefs, that his prodi- 
gipus merits were a better title to imperial dignity, 
than the blood of an hundred royal progenitors j and 
will rather lament that he lived not to overcome more 
nations, than envy him the conqueft and dominion 
of thefe.'* 

<* Whoever you are, faid I (my indignation 
making me fomewhat bolder) your difcourfe, mc- 
thinks, becomes as little the perfon of a tutelar angel, 
as Cromweirs aiSlions did that of a prote£tor. It is 
'upcn thefe principles, that all the great crimes of the 
• • WCffli 
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world faave been commlttcdy and moft particulaHy thofe 
which I have had the misfortune to fee in my own 
time^ and in my own country. If thefe be to be al- 
iowedi we muft break up human * fociety, retire into 
woods, and equally there (land upon our guards 
againift our brethren mankind, and our rebels the 
wild beafts. For, if there can be no ufurpation upon, 
^e rights of a whole nation, there can be none moit 
certainly upon thofe of a private perfon $ ajid, if the 
robbers of countries be God's vicegerents, there is no 
doubt but the thieves and banditos, and murderersn 
are his under-ofEcers. It is tiue which you fay, that^ 
God is the fource and fountain of all powpr % and it 
is no lefs true, that he is the creator of ferpents, a» 
well as angels ; nor does hi.s goodnefs fail of its ends, 
even in the malice of his own creature's. What power 
he fuffers the devil to exercife in this world, is too 
apparent by our daily experience j and by nothing 
more than the late monfirous iniquities which you dif- 
pute for, and patronize in England: but would, you 
infer from thence, that the power of. the devil is a juft 
and lawful one ; and thgt all men ought^ as well as 
moft men do, obey him ? God is the fountain of all 
powers i but fome flow from the rich hand (as it 
were) of his goodnefs, and others from the left hand 
of his juftlce ; and the world, like an ifland between 
thefe two rivers, is fonietimes refrefhed and nouriihed 
by the one, and fometimes over-run and ruined by the 
other J and (to continue a little farther the allegory) 
we arc never overwhelmed with the latter, till, either by 
0^3 ou"^ 
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our malice or ncglt^cnct, we hare (topped and dammed 
tip the former. 

But to come a little dofer to your argument, *or 
rather the image of an argument, your fimilitude. If 
Cromwell had come to command in Ireland, in the 
place of tlie late Lord Strafford, I (bould hare yielded 
obedience, not for the equipage, and the ftrength, and 
the guards which he brought with him, but for the 
commiflfion which he fhould firft have lhrat«d me from 
Our common fovereign that fent him ; and, if he coold 
have done that from God Almighty, I would have 
obeyed him too in £ngland ; but that he was fo far 
from berog able to do, that, on the contrary, I read 
nothing but commands, and even public proclamations, 
from God Almighty, not to admit him. 

Your fecond ai'gument is, that he had the fame 
right for his authority, that is the foundation of all 
others, even the right of conqueft. Are we then (6 
unhappy as to be conquered by the pcrfon whom we 
hired at a daily rate, like a labourer, to conquer others 
for us ? Did we furnifh him with arms, only to drawr 
and try upon our enemies (as we, it fecms, falfely 
thought them), and keep them for ever flieathed in 
the bowels of his friends } Did we fight for liberty 
againft our prince, that we might become Haves to 
our fervant ? This Is fuch an impudent pretence, as 
neither he nor any of his flatterers for him had ever 
the face to nacntion. Though it can hardly be 
/i>oken or thought of without pallion, yet I fliall, 
I if 
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H j^vaplejife, ai^^ue it more calmly than the cafe dc- ^ 
ierves. 

XiKriglity ccrtamly, afcQAqueft can only be exercifect 
upon tik^tfe againii: whom the war is declared, and 
the vi^^ory obtained. So that no yhole nation can b$ 
/aid to be conquered, but by foreign force. In all 
cirii wars, men are fo far from ftating the quarrel 
agaiaft their country, that they do it only againft » 
perfooi pr party, which they really believe, or at leaft 
^reteod, to .be pernicious to it ^ neither can there be 
any ju& canfe for the deftni6lioa of a part of the body, 
but when it is done for the prefervation and fafety of 
the whole. It is our country that raifes men in thff 
quarrel, our country that arras, our country that payf 
them, our country that authorizes the undertaking, 
and by that didinguifiies it from rapine and murder ^ 
la^y, it is our country that directs and commands the 
anny> and is indeed their general. So th^t to fay, iu 
civil war», that the prevailing party conquers their 
country, is to fay, the country co9quer^ itfelf. And» 
if the general only of that party be the conqueror, the 
army, by which he is made {6, is no leis conquered 
than the army which ia beaten, and have as little rea« 
fon to triumph in that vi6lory, by which they^ lofc 
both their honour and liberty. So that, if Cromwell 
coBquered any party, it was only that againil which 
he was ftnt; and what that was, muft appear by hi« 
commtilion. It was (fays that) againil a company of 
«vU counfellors, and difafFe£led perlans, \y\\o kept the 
king from a good intelligence and cpnjuji^kion with hit 
Qj|. " people. 
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people. It wa^mot then again (t the people; It is To 
far from being fo, that even of that party which was 
beaten, the conqueft did not belong to Cromwell^ but 
to the parliament which employed him in their fervice, 
or rather indeed to<he king and parliament, for whofc 
fervice (if there had been any faith in men's vows and 
protcftations) the wars were undertaken. Merciful 
God ! did the right of this miferable conqueft remain 
then in his niajefty ; and didft thou fuffer him to be 
tleftroyed, ^-ith moVe barbarity than if he bad been 
conquered even by Savages and Canibals ? Was it for 
king and parliament that' we fought ; and has it fared 
with 4:hem- jtift as with the aniiy which we fought 
againft, 'the one part being (lain, and the other fled ? 
It appears therefore plainly, that Cromwell was not a 
conqueror, but a thief and robber of the rights of 
the king and parliament, and an ufurper upon thofe 
of the people. I do not here deny conqueft to be fbme- 
times (though it be very rarely) a true title; but I 
deny this to be a true conqueft. Sure I am, that the 

* race of our princes came not in by fuch a one. One 
nation may conquer another fometimes juftly ; and if 
it be unjuftly, yet ftill it is a trut conqueft, and they 
are to anfwcr for the injuftice only to God AkDighty 
(having nothing elfe in authority above them), and 
not as particular rebels to tl^eir country, which is, 
and ought always to be, their fuperior and their lord. 

• If perhaps we find uAirpation inftead of conqueft in the 
original titles of fome royal families abroad (as no 
doul)t there have been many ufurpers before oan» 

though 
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though none in fo impudent and execrable a manner), 
all I can fay for them is, that their title was very 
weak, till, by length of time, and the death of all 
jufter pretenders, it became to be the true, becaufe It 
was the only one. 

Your third defence of his highnefs (as your high- 
■nefs pleafes to call him) enters in molt feafonably after 
^lis pretence of conqueft ; for then a man may fay any 
thing. The government was broken j who broke it ? 
It was diffolvfed ; who diflblvtfd it? It was extin*- 
guifhed y who- was it, but Cromwell, who n6t onljr 
put out the light, but caft away even the very fnuff of 
it ? As if a man ihould murder a who4e family, and 
then poffefs himfelf of the houfe, becaufe it is better 
that he, than that only rats, fhould live there. Jefus 
God! (faid I, and at that word I perceived my pre- 
tended angel to give a ftart and trembled, but I took 
no notice of it, and went onj this were a wicked pre- 
'tenfion, even though the whole family were deftroyed'^ 
but the heirs (bleffed be God !) are yet furviving, and 
likely to out-live all heirs of their difpoffcflbrs, befides 
their infamy. " Rode, caper, vitem, &c." There 
will be yet wine enough left for the facrifice of thofe 
wild beafts, that have made fo much fpoil in the vine- 
yard. But did Cromwell think, like Nero, to fet the 
city on fire, only that he might have the honour of 
being founder of a new and more beautiful one ? He 
could not have fuch a fhadow of virtue in his wicked- 
ncfs ; he meant only to rob more fecurely and more 
richly in midft ^f ^e combuftion j he little thought 

then, 
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then that he Ihould ever have been a^le to make, him- 
ielf mafter of the palace^ as well as pluiulfr the goodf 
4>f the commonwealth. He was glad to fee the public 
nrefiel (the fovereign of the feas) ia as defperate a con- 
<dition as his own little canoe^ and thought only, with 
foroe icattered plaaks of that great (hipwrecky to make 
a better fifhcrboat for himfelf. But when he faw that, 
by the drowning of the mafter (whom he himielf 
treacherouily knocked on thehead» as he was fwtm- 
ning for his life), by the flight and difperilon of 
•others, and cowardly patienoe of the remaining com- 
pany, that all was abandoned to hts pleafure % with 
<ht old hnlk, and new mif-ihapen and difag]?ee2d>le 
pieces of his own, he made up» with much ado, that 
Ipiratical veflel which we have £eea him command, and 
which, how tight indeed it was, may beft be judged 
by its perpetual leaking. 

Ftvft then (much more wicked than thoAs fbolifli 
^daughters in the fable, who cut their old father into 
pieces, in hope by charms and witchcraft to make 
him young and lufty again), this man endeavoured to 
deftroy the building, before he conld imagine in what 
jnanner, with what materials, by what workmen, or 
whajt archite^ it was to be rebuilt* Secondly, if be 
had dreamed hinifelf to be able to revive that body 
which he had killed, yet it had been but the infup- 
portable infolence of an ignoiant mountebank ; and 
thirdly (which concerns us neareft), that very new 
4hing, which he made out of the ruins of the old, is 
no more like the oi'iginalf eitb« i^ beauty, ufe, or ' 

duration. 
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donitioB, than m artificial plant, railed by the fiM«if 
a cheioilkf is companbU to tke true and oatiu'ml om 
wfajob he firft burnt, that out of the aftet of it 

he might produce an imperfc^ fimilitude of his owa 
nakiDg. 

Your laft argument is iuch (ivi^D lednecd to CyU 
logifm), that the major proportion of k would make 
ftnuige work in the world, if it were received for 
truth } to wit, that he who has the bcft parts ii| n 
nation, has the right of being kin^ orer it. We had 
enough to do here of old with the contention between 
two branches of the fame family s wl^it would become 
of us, when every man in England fiieuld lay hit 
claim to the government? And tiuly, if Cromwell 
fliould hare commenced his plea, when he ieems !• 
have begun his ambition, there were few perfens bo- 
fides, that might not at the fame time have put i« 
theirs too. But his deferts, I fuppofe, you will date 
from the £ime tenn that i do his great demerits, that 
is, from the be^ning of -our late calamities (for, as 
for his pnvate faults before, I can only wiih, and 
that with as much charity to him as to the public^ 
that he had continued in them till his death, ratluH' 
than changed them for thofe of his latter days) ; and 
therefore we muft begin the confideration of his greatnefs 
from the unlucky aera of our own misfortunes ^ which 
puts me in mind of what was faid lefs truly of Pompey 
the Great, ** Nostra miferia magnus es.^* But,- be- 
caufe the general ground of your argumentation con- 
£ft$ in this^ that all i^ca whio are cifc^ers. of extraor- 
dinary 
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dinaty mutations in the world, muft needs have extra* 
ordinary forces of nature, by which they are enabled 
to turn about, as they pleafe, fo great a wheel $ I 
Aiall fpeak firft a few words upon this univerfal propo- 
rtion , which feems fo reafonable, and is fo popular, 
before I defcend to the particular examination of the 
eminences of that peribn which is in queftion. 
* I have often obferved (with all fubmiifion and re- 
fignation of, fpirit to the infcrutable myfteries of £ter« 
nal Providence), that when the fulnefs and maturity 
of time is come, that produces the great confufions 
flmd changes in the world, it ufually pleafes God to 
make it appear, by the manner of them, that they are 
not the eWtGts of human force or policy, but of the 
divine juftice and predeftination $ and, though we fee 
a man, like that which we call Jack of ^be clock- 
boufe, ftriking, as it were, the hour of that fulnefs of 
time, yet our reafon muft needs be convinced, that 
the hand is moved by fome fecret, and, to us who 
ftand without, invifible dire£lion. And the ftream of 
the current is then £b violent, that the ftrongeft men 
in the world cannot draw up againft it j and none 
are fo weak, but they may fail down with it. Thefe 
ore the fpring-tides of public aifairs, which we fee 
often hap^n, but feek in vain to difcover any certain 
caufes : 

—Omnia fluminis 
Ritu feruntur, nunc medio alveo 
Cum pace delabentis Etrufcum 
In marc, nunc lapides adcfos, 

Stirp^fque 
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Stirpefque raptas, & pecus Sc dorao« 
Volventis una, non fine montium 
Clamore, vicinaeque fylvae j 
Cum fera diluvles quietos 
Im'tat amnes. HoR. 3 Carm. xxix. 

And one man then, by malicioufly opening all the 
iloices that he can come at, can never be the fole au- 
thor of all this (though he may be as guilty as if 
really he were, by intending and imagining to be fo) } 
but it is God that breaks up the flood-gates of fo ge- 
neral a deluge, and all the art then and induftry of 
mankind is not fufficient to raife up dikes and ram- 
parts againft it. In fuch a time it was as this, that 
not all the wifdom and power of the Roman fenzlte, 
nor the wit and eloquence of Cicero, nor the courage 
and virtue of Brutus, was able to defend their coun- 
try, or themfelves, againft the unexperienced raflinefs 
of a beardlefs boy, and the loofe rage of a voluptuous 
madman. The valour and prudent counfels on the one 
fide are made fruitlefs, and the errors and cowardice 
on the other harmlefs, by unexpected accidents. The 
one genei-al faves his life, and gains the whole world, 
by a very dream ; and the other lofes both at once, by 
a little miftake of the (hortncfs of his fight. And though 
this be not always fo, for we fee that, in the tranfla- 
tion of the great monarchies from one to another, it. 
pleafed God to make choice of the moft eminent men 
in nature, as Cyrus, Alexander, Scipio and his con- 
temporaries, for his chief indrumcnts and af^ors in fo 

admirable 
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admirable a work (the end of this being, not only to 
deftroy or punilh one nation, which may be done by 
the worft of mankind, but to exalt and blefs another, 
which is only to be eife^led by great and virtuous per- 
fons) ; yet, when God only intends the temporary cbaf- 
tifement of a people, he does not raife up his fervanC 
Cyrus (as he himfelf is plea&d to call him), or an A- 
lexaoder (who bad as many virtues to do good, as vices 
to do barm ; but he makes the MaiTanellos, and the 
Johns of Leyden, the inftruments of his vengeance, 
that the power of the Almighty might be more evident 
by the weaknefs of the means which he choofes to de- 
mon ftrate it. He did not aflemble the (erpents and the 
monfters of Afric, to correft tHe pride of the Egyp- 
tians { but called for his armies of locuils out of Ethi- 
opia, and formed new ones of vermin out of the very 
duft; and bccaufe you fee a whole country dcftroycd 
by thefe, will you argue from thence they muft needs 
have had both the craft of foxes, and the courage of 
lions ? 

It is eafy to apply this general obfervation to the 
particular cafe of our troubles in England : and that 
they feem only to be meant for a temporary chaftifc- 
ment of our fins, and not for a total abolifliment of the 
old, and introdu£lion of a new government, appears 
probable to me from tKefe confiderations, as far as we 
may be bold to make a judgment of the will of God ia 
future events. Firft, becaufe he has fufFered nothing to 
fettle or take root in the place of that, which hath 
been fo unwifcly and unjuftly removed| that none of 
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thefe untempered mortars tan hoM out againft tlie n«xt 
Waft of wntd, nor any ftone ftkk to a ftofie, till that 
which thefe fooliflt boiltlers have refufcd be made again 
the head of the corner. For, ^hen the indifpofed and 
long-tormented commonwealth has wearied and fpent 
kfelf almoU to nothing, with the chargeabie, various, 
and dangerous experiments of federal mountebanks, it 
is to be fttppofed, it will have the wit at laft to fend for 
a true phyfician, eipecially when it fees (which is the 
fccond confideration) moft evidently {as it now begins 
to do, and will do «very day more and more, and might 
have done perfcAly long fmce) that no ufurpatron 
(voder what nftme or pretext feevvr) can be kept np- 
without open force, nor force without the eontinnancs 
of thofe oppreffions upon the people, which wIU at kft 
tire out their patience, though it be great even to ilu- 
pidity. They cannot be fo dull (when poverty and 
Imnger begins to whet their under (landing) as not to 
find out this no extraordinary myftery, that it is mad- 
nefs in a nation to pay three millions a year for the 
maintaining of their fervitude under tyrants, when they 
might live free for nothing under their princes. This, 
I fay, will not always lie hid, even to the iloweft capa- 
cities ; and the next truth they will difcover afterwards 
is, that a whole people can never have the will, with-> 
out having at the fame time the power, to redeem them- 
felres. Thirdly, it does not look (methinks) as if 
God had fbrfaken the family of that man, from whom 
he has railed' up five children, of as eminent virtue, and 
all other commendable <][iiaiities^ as ever lived perhaps^ 

(for 
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(for fo many together, and fo young) in any. other fa- 
mily in the whole world. Efpecially, if we add hereto 
this confideration, that by prote£Hng and preferving 
ibme of them already through as great dangers as ever 
were paft with fafety, either by prince or private perfon, 
he has given them already (as we may reafonably hope 
it to be meant) a promife and eameft of his futwe fa- 
vours. And laftly (to return clofely to the difcourfe 
from which I have a little digrefTed) becaufe I fee no- 
thing of thofe excellent parts of nature, and mixture 
of merit with their vices, in the late difturbers of our 
peace and happinefs, that ufes to be found in the per- 
fons of thofe who ai'e born for the erection of new em- 
pires. 

And, I confefs, I find nothing of that kind, no not 
any fhadov/ (taking away the falfe light of feme prof- 
perity) in the man whom you extol for the firft exam- 
ple of it. And certainly, ail virtues being rightly di- 
vided into moral and intelleftual, I Jtnow not how we 
can better judge of the former, than by men's anions j 
or of the latter, than by their writings or fpceches. As 
for thefe latter (which are leaft in merit, or rather which 
are only the inftruments of mifcbief, where the other 
are wanting) I think you can hardly pick out the name 
of a man who ever was called great, befides him we are 
now fpeaking of, who never left the memory behind 
him of one wife or witty apophthegm even amongft his 
donieftic fervants or grcatcft flatterers. That little in 
print, which remains upon a fad record for him, isfuch, 
^ a faiire againft him would not have made him fay, 

for 
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For fear of tranfgreffing too much the nilet of probabi- 
lity. I know^ not what you can produce for the jufti* 
fication of hU parts in this kind, but hit having beea 
able to deceive fo many particular perfons, tlnd fo ma- 
ny whole parties ; which if you pleafe to take notice .of 
for the advantage of his intelle£lualsi I defire you to 
allow me the liberty to do fo too when I am to fpeak of 
his morals. The truth of the thing is this, that if 
craft be wifdom, and diiHmuIation wit (aflided both 
and improved with hypocrifies and perjuries^, I muft 
not deny him to have been fingular in both ; but fo 
grofs was the manner in which he made ufe of tliem, 
that, as wife men ought not to have believed him at 
firft, fe no man was fool enough to believe him at lafl: 
neither did any man feem to do it, but thofc who 
thought they gained as much by that difTembling, as 
be did by his. His very aftlngs of godlinefs grew at 
laft as ridiculous, as if a player, by putting on a gown^ 
ihould think he rcprefented excellently a woman, the' 
Vis beard at the fame time were feen by all the fpeftsifc' 
tors. If you aik rae, why they did not hifs, and ex- 
plode him off the ftage ; I can only anfw^r, that they 
dtirft not do (6, bccaufe the a^ors and the door-kecpei-s 
weve too ilrong for the company. I miift confcfs that 
by thefe arts (how grofsly foever managed^ as by hy- 
pocritical praying and filly preaching, . by unmanly 
tears and' whinings, by falfehoods and perjuries even 
diabolical) he had at iirft the good-fortune (as men 
call it, that is, the ill-fortune) to attain his ends ^ but 
h was becaufe his ends vere fo unreafojiable,. that no 
V«L. II. R liumiuv 
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liuman reafon could forefee t!\em i wtuch Pj^^c tjicm^ 
"Who had to do with him, believ;^, that he was ipther a 
-SwselUmeaning and deluded bigpt, than a ^rafty a^^ ^aa- 
ti'cious impo^or : that theCp arts wejre helj^d \iy s^ in* 
dcfati^able induftry (as you terra it), I am f o f;^. from 
doubting, that I intended to 9b)e£b that diligence, as 
the worft of his crimes. It makes me almoft mad, 
when I hear a man commended for bis diHgence in 
yrickedneis. If I were his ion, 1 fhould wi^K tx> Ood 
)ie had been a more lazy perfon, awd tjiat w^ ip^lvt 
have found him fleeping at the hours when ^thfc men 
are ordinarily waking, lather than wakix^g f^p- thof^ 
ends of his when other men were ordinarily ai|^p. 
How diligent the wi.ckcd are, the Scripture ^tfs^ tells 
us, " Their feet run to evil, and tljiey m^kehp^ to 
«* flied innocent blood," Ifai. lix. 7. ** H&.trfLvels 
« with iniquity," Pfal. vii. ^4.. «*. He dfjrifqtji mijf- 
'«« chief upon his bed," Pfal^xxxiv.. 4.. >** T^^y Aarcb 
■* out iniquity, they .accorapli{h a diiig^ot ie|^Qb>'* 
Pfal. Ixiv. 6. and in a multitude of otherrp]a<:^9L* And 
would it not feem ridiculous, to praife a w^lf foe his 
watchfulnefs, and foi^ iiis indefatigable 'iXi4Mtf. in 
ranging all night about, the country, vfhiXA the fteep, 
and perhaps the {hepherdy and perhaps the very 4ogs 
too, are all afteep ? 

The Chartreux wants the waniing of a bell 
To call him to the duties of his cell j 
There needs no noife at all f awaken fin, 
Th* adulterer and the thief his larum has wiUiin. 
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to be blamedj, as that it is only an empha,(is> a^d exag- 
geration of their wickednefs^ J ffpe xiot how their, cou* 
rage can avoid tb^e faii^e ceBfyre. |f the upder^ing 
boldj, and va(l, and unreafojial?^ ^eflgns can deierve 
that hpnpurable na^Q, I am Auje^ Faya^ and his fellow 
guppowdfr friend^, wi\f have caufe to pretepd^. thqpgli 
not an e^yal} yet at kaft the next pla^e of hpnouir | 
neither can I doubt but, if they too had fucccededd thej 
wouI4 have found their applauders and i^dmirersi It, 
^9:%s b,okl unquefticmably for a man in defi^nc^ of alt 
hwm^ ^d divipe laws (and y/ith fo littile probabiUtys 
of a long jmpnnity), £b publiely and fo putf ageoufly to^ 
murder his matter ; it w?is bold with fo much infolenc© 
and affront to expi^ and difperfe all the chief partjaerft 
of hi^ guilt, and creator^ of his power ; it v^as bold to 
violate fo openly and.fo fcoirnfully all acls; and cojafti- 
tutions of a nation^ and afterwards even of his owQ^ 
uaayijg ; \t vvas bojd to ^u.me the authqrlty of <jall-t 
ip^, and bojder yet qf breaking* fo inai\y pflrliafnents ^ 
it was bold to trample upon the patience of his ov/Uf^ 
and provoke that of all neighbouring countries 5 it was 
bold, I fay, above all boldnefTes, to ufurp this .tyrai:^ny 
to himfelf 3 and impudent above all impudences, to en-^ 
deaypur to tranfmit it to his poftcrity. 3ut all tkiSL 
holdnefs is fo far from being a fign of manly cpu^^ago. 
(v^hi?b dares ijpt ^ao%refs the ryles of anyot^eif X«r- 
tue)> that it is. pnly a demonftifation of \)i^t\(^ maclne^ 
pr diabolical poiTeiJipn:. Xn bpth vvhich la^il cafes. Uii^r^ 
Vfe 0*«<iu«ftt eJtamjples t.9 appear, ^f (uch c«te[aoiu^n(aj:x 
. K a force 
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f^rce as may juftly (eem more wonderful and s^oniihing 
than thea^lions of Cromwell ; neither is it ftranger to be- 
lieve that a whole nation (hould not be able to g^overn 
him and a mad army, than that five or fix men (hould not 
be ftrong enough to bind a diftra£^ed girl. There is no 
man ever fucceeds in one wickednefs, but it gives him 
the boldnefs to attempt a greater. It was boldly done 
ef Nero to kill his mother, and all the chief nobility of 
the empire ; it was boldly done, to fet the metropolis 
of the whole world on fire, and undauntedly play upon 
his htt^p whilft he faw it burning ; I could reckon up 
five hundred boldneffes of that great perfon (for why 
flibuld not he, too, be called i^ ?} who wanted, when 
he was to die, that courage which could hardly have 
failed any'woman in the like necetlhy. 

It would look (I muft conFefs) like envy, or too 
much partiality, if I fhould fay that perfonal kind of 
courage had been deficient in the man we fpeak of 4 I 
im confident it was not : and yet I may venture, I 
think, to affirm, that no man ever bore the honour of 
fb many victories, at the rate of 'fewer wounds and 
dangers of his own body.; and though his valour might 
perhaps have given him a juft pretenlion to one of the 
firft charges in an army, it could not certainly be a fuf^ 
iicient ground for a title to the command of three 
nations. 

What then (hall we fay ? that he did all this by 
witchcraft f He did (b, indeed, in a great meafure, by 
a fin that is cllkd Hke it in the Scriptures. But, truly 
and unp'^kffionauly Tefle^ing upon <the advanttges ($f 

ki» 
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luf perfon^ which might be thought to have produced 
thofe oi his fortune, I can efpy no other but eytraor* 
dbaiy diligence and infinite diffimulation } and believe 
he was exalted above his nation, partly by his own 
faults, but chiefly for ours. 

We have brought him thus briefly (not through all 
his labyrinths) to the fuprerae uiurped authority) and 
becaufe you fay it was great pity he did not live to coni- 
BiaBd more kingdoms, be pleafed to let me repreient to 
you, in a few words, how well I conceive he governed 
tjiefe. And we will divide the confideration into that 
of hi^ foreign and domeftic anions. The fir ft of his 
foreign, was a peace with our brethren of Holland (who 
were the flrft of our neighbours that God chaftifed for 
having had fo great a hand in the encouraging and a- 
betting our troubles at home) : who would not imagine 
at firft glimpfe that this had been the moft virtuous and 
laudable deed, that his whole life could have made any- 
parade of? but.no man can look upon all the circum-» 
dances, without perceiving, that it was purely the. fale 
aad facri^clng of thegreatell advantages that this coun- 
try could ever. hope,,and was ready to reap, from a fo- 
reign war, to the private interefts of- his covetoufnefs 
and ambition,, and the fecurity of his new and unfet- 
tiedufurpation.. No fooner is that danger pad, but this 
Beatus Pacificus is kindling a fire in the northern 
world, andfacrying a war two..tho.ufand miles off weft, 
wards. Two millions a year (befides all the vales of 
his prote^or/hip) is. as little capable to fiif&ce now ei- 
ther, his. aVarice or prodigality, as the two hundred 
R 3, pounds 
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poim^f were, that he wat born to* He muft ha«e M 
prey of the whole Indies both hy^fea and land> this 
groat alUgatof. To fatisfy ouf Anti-Solomoii (who 
hae made filver almoft as rare as gold, and gold at pre* 
cious ftones in his new Jemfidem) vtt muft go, teft 
thoufaftdof his flaves, to f^tch him riches from his fan- 
tnfticat Ophir. And) becattfe his flatterers brag of him 
as the nko& fortunate prince (the Fstnftus, as well s» 
Syllai of our nation, whom God never forfook in any 
•f his undertakings), I deiire them to confider, bow» 
iince the Englifli name was erer heard of, it never re- 
eeived fo great and fo infamous a blow as under the 
imprudent conduA of this unlueky Fauftus i and here- 
in let me admire the juftice of God in this circuraftance, 
that they who had enflamed their counirlry (though a 
great army, which I wiih maty be oWerVed by ours 
with trembling), Ihould be fo ftiamcfully defeated by 
the hands of forty flavcs. It was very ridiculous to fee 
how prettily they endeavoured to hide this ignominy 
under the great name of the conqueft of Jamaiea ; as 
if a defeated army fliould have the impudence to hn^ 
afterwards of the viftory, bccaufe, though they bad 
fled out of the field of battle, yet they quaitered that 
night in a village of the enemies. The war with Spain 
was a neceffary confequence of this folly ; and hovr 
much we have gotten by it, let the coftom-houfe and 
exchange inform you ; and, if he plcafe to boaft of the 
taking a part of the filver fleet (which indeed nobody 
elfe but he, who was the fole gainer, has caufe to do), 
at leaft, let him give leave to the reft of the flarioii 
? " (which 
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(which is t^e only lofer) to complaiii of the lofs of 
twelve h'<indre(f of her /hips. 

But tecaulc it may here perhaps be anfwered, that 
His fuccelOie's nearer home Have extinguiihed the difgrace 
oT To remote mlfcarriages, and that Dunkirk ought 
more to be remembered for his glory, than St, Do-. 
mingo for his difadvantagc i 1 mufl confefs, as to the 
honour of tht Englifli courage, that they were not - 
wanting upon that occafion (excepting only the fault 
of fenring at leaft indireftly againft their raafter), to. 
the upholding of the renown of their warlike anceflors^ 
But for his particular fhare of it, who fate dlU at home,* 
ahd cxpofed them fo frankly abroad, I can only (iy,^ 
that, for lefs money than he in the fliort time of his 
reign exa6led from his fellow-fubjcfts, fome of our, 
former princes (with the daily hazard of their own per-, 
Cons) have added to the dominion of England, not only 
one town, but even a greater kingdom thanitfelf. And 
this being all confiderabie as concerning his enterprize» 
abroad, let us examine, iiv tte next place,- how much, 
tee owe him for his juftice and good government at home*. 

And, firlt, he found the commonwealth (a» they thea^ 
called it) ifi a ready ftock of about Soo,9oo pounds ; he. 
left the commonwealth (as he had the impudent raillery., 
flill to call it) fome two millions and aa half in debt., 
lie found our trade very much decayed indeed, in com- 
pft^ifbn of thfc gdldbn tiniest of our late princes 5 hk left 
it as much again mbi-e decayed than he fouiid it : and' 
yet not oaly no. prince in England, but no tyrant in the. 
worid; ever fought out more bafe or infamous nuami ta> 
R 4 raifc 
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raife monies, I (hall only inftancc in one that he put 
in practice, and another that he attempted, but was 
frighted from the execution (even he) by the infi^ny of 
it. That which he put in pra6lice was decimation * $ 
which was the moft impudent breach of all public faith 
that the whole nation had given, and all private capi- 
tulations which himfelf had made, as the nation^s ge- 
netat and fervant, that can be found out (I believe} in 
all ikiftory, from any of the moft barbarous generals of 
the moft barbarous people. Which, becaufe it has been 
ihoft excellently and moft largely laid open by a wholl^ 
book' written upon that fubjcdl, I fliall only defirc you 
iiere to remember the thing in genei*al, and to be pleafed 
to look upon that author, when you would recollect all 
the particulars and circumftances of the iniquity. The 
other defign, of raifing a prefent fum of money, which 
he violently purfued, but durft not put in execution, 
was by the calling in and eftabliihment of the Jews at 
London ; from which he was rebuted by the univerfal 
outcry of the divines, and even of the citizens too, who 
took it ill, that a coniiderable nymber at leaft amoDgil 
thcmfelves were not thought Jews enough by their 
own Herod. And for this defign, they fay, he in- 
vented (oh Antichrift ! nowgov and 6 Tim^i !) to fell St. 
Paul's to them for a fynagogue, if their purfes. and de- 
votions could have reached to the purchafe. And thi$> 

* By decimation^ is here meant, not the putting t» 
death of every tenth man (which is the ufual fenfe of 
this term), but the levying of the tenth fenny on the ef- 
tates of the Royalifts. The word is fo ufcd by Sir J. 
Denham. H« 

indeed; 
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indeed, if he had done only to reward that nation^ 
which had given the firft noble example of crucifying 
thdr king, it might have had fbme appearance of gra- 
titude : but he did it only for love of their mammon } 
and would have fold afterwards for as much more St. 
Peter's (even at his own Weftminfter) to the Turks for 
a mofquito. Such was his extraordinary piety to God, 
that he defired he might be worihtped in all mannerly, 
excepting only that heathenifli way of the Commons- 
prayer book. But what do I fpeak of his wicked in- 
Ttntions for getting money ; when every penny, that 
for almoft five years he took every day from every maa 
living in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was as much 
robbery, as if it had been taken by a thief upon thft 
highways ? Was it not fo ? or can any man think that 
Cromwell, with the afUftance of his forces and mofs- 
troopers, had more right to the command of all men's 
purfes, than he might have had to any one's,, whom he. 
had met and been too Arong for upon a road ? And 
yet, when this came, in the cafe of Mr. Coney *, to be 
difputed by a legal trial, he (which was the higheft a£t 
of tyranny that ever was feen in England) not only dlf- 
couraged and threatened, but violently imprifoned the 
counfel of the plaintiff; that is, he fhut up the law it* 
felf clofe prifoner, that no man might have relief from, 
or accefs to it. And it ought to be remembered, that 
this was done by thofe men, who a few years before 
had fo bitterly decried, and openly oppofed, the king's 

* Which the reader may i^ in Lord Clarendon, 
H. R. vol. ill. fri* p. ro6. H. 

regular 
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regular and fohnal Way of proceeding iii the trl^ of a ! 
littld diip-mohey. 

' fitit, (hough we loft the benefit of our old courts of 
jtiftlde, it cannot be denied that he. fet up new ones ; 
said fU'dh they were, that as no virtuous prince before 
v^ould, fo no ill oAe durft, ereft. What, have we lived 
fb many huudred years under fuch a fonn of juftice 
als has been able regularly to punifh all men that of- 
fended againff itj and is it fo deficient juft now, that 
^ muft feek oui new ways how to proceed againft of- 
ftnders ? The reafon, which can only be given in na- 
txire for a necefllty of this, is, becaufe thole things are 
libw niade crimes, which were never efteemed fo in 
fbrmfer ages j and there muft needs be a hew court fet 
lip to punifli that, which all the old ones were bound 
td protect and reward. But I am fo far from declaim- 
itig (as you call it) againft thefe wickedhefies (which 
if I Ihould undertake to do, I fli'ould never get to the 
peroration), that* you fee I only give a hint of ferae 
f^w, and pafs over the reft, as things that are too many 
to be numbered, and mutt only be weighed in grols. 
Let ahy man (hew me (for, thougli I pretend hot to niuch 
reading, I will defy him in all hiftory), let any man 
rtifev/ me (I fay) an exaVnple of any nation in the world 
(though much greater than ours), where-there have, 
in the fpace of four years, been made fo many prifo- 
ners, only cKit of the endlfifs jealoufies of one tyrant's 
guilty ima^nation. I grant you, that Marius and 
SyiU, and the accurfed triumvirate, after thcnv put 
more people to death; bnt thb reafQfi>..I tfcixik^ partly 
-^ »ras, 
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%vas, becattib in thofe tiita^ tl^t !M a i^ktUt of fbme 
Itonotir with tfctir ma^to^ft, tfbejr thovi^ it tt in^tt($ 
civil feveng^ agimft a RbftMM, l^tfdte tVKiy M»]i<^, 
tliaa to ttkt t¥nf hh liti^ty. Bdt tl^ Jr ill the ]ioi>«t 
of Wrarder t^, w«rhM^ IMe rtkfon to think th»t our 
late tftmmf has b«<A deifici^nt to the «Mamp}e» that 
hate tver b^ fet it ift othdr countriciB. Oiir ju<%ps) 
aod our celirts of joftke htwe not bebn idl6« ajid> t6 
omk the ^hok reign of our late Hn^ (till tfte b^nu. 
Aiag of the war), in which Av diio)» of blood was evc0 
drawa but fr&ia two or three ears, I thmlc' the iongeft 
time of oar wotft princes learce fav^ many more ekecu* 
tiofls, than the ihott one of our bleft rejfbrmer* And 
we iaw, aad finelt vk ottr. open ftreet^ (att I- marked to 
yoti at ftrft) the bk^lUkif of huRtlit bowela as a bumt-^ 
ofFeHlig of a fweet favour to our idPol ) but all murd^r^^ 
ing, aiid all: tortftflnf (though after the ftkbtiieitiii*. 
▼ention of his predeceifors of Sicily) is more humane 
aiid more A^porfable^ than his felling of Chriiltanr^ 
EngHAnien, gentleihen j his felling of them (oh mon-^ 
f!fDus \ oh incredible) to be ilavtfs in America. l€ 
his whole life could be reproached with no oth«r a£lion^ 
jtt this ale»he would weigh down all the itiiUtiplicitjr 
6f crimes- in any of our tyrants | and I dare only touehy 
without flopping ov inMing upon^ fo infolent and fi> 
execraMe a ^rrielty^ for fbar of falling inM fo violent 
(though a )Uft) paiflofi, as would mate me exceed thair 
temper and mederafiofH whi«h I Mfcdver- to obferv^ijl 
this difcourie, with y Oil. 

t Thefo 
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• TheTe are great calamities i but. even thefe are not 
tbe moft infupporUhle that we have endured $ for fo 
it it, that the (com$ aadmockeryx and infultings of ao 
enemyt are more painful than tJt\9i deepeft wounds of 
his ferious fury. This. man^. was ' wimtoa and meny 
(vnwittily and: ungraeefuUy merry) witk our.fuffer- 
ipgs : he loved to fay and do fenfelefs and fantaftical 
tilings, only to ihew his power of doing or faying any 
thing. It would ill befit mine^ or any civil mouthy. 
to repeat thofe words which he fpoke concerning the 
moft facred of our Englifli laws» the Petition of Right, 
and Magna Charta *. To-day, you (hould fee him 
ranting . fo wildly, that nobody, durft come near him ; 
the morrow, flinging of cuihions, and* playing at ihow- 
balls, with his fervants« This month, he aflembles a 
parliament, and profcfles himfelf with humble tears to 
be only their fetvant and their minifter; the next 
month, he fwears by the living God^ that he will turn 
them out of doors, and be does fo, in liis princely way 
of threatening, bidding them, " Turn the buckles ^f 
their girdles behind them/* The reprefentative of 
whole, nay of three whole nations, .was in hisefteem 
io contemptible a meeting, that he thought the affront- 
ing and expelling of them to be a thing of > fo litde 
confequence, as. not ta deferve that he ihouldadvife 
with any mortal man about it. What fliall we call 
.this? boldnefs or biiitiihneis? raflisefs or phttnfy} 
There is no name can come up to it ; and therefore we 

* In the cafe of Coney, before mentioned. 

nttft 
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ifinft leave it without one. Mow a parliametit muft 
be cfaofen in the new manner, next time in the M 
form, but all eafluered ftill after the neweft mode. 
Now he will govern by major-generals, now by one 
honfe, now by another houie, now by'no boufe 5 now. 
the freak takes him, and he makes fevcnty peers of the- 
land at one clap {exttmp9re, 7mA Jhins pede in un9y\ 
and, to manifeft the abfolute power of 'the potter, 
he choofes not only the worft clay lie eonld find^ 
but picks up eVen the iArt and mire, to form out of ' 
it his ^t{St\% of honour, tt was fatd anciently of 
Fortune, that, when ihc had a^ind to be merry and 
to divert herfelf, (he was wont to raife up fuch kind of 
people to the higheft dignities. This fon •f Fortune, 
Cromwell (who was him(elf one of thfe primqft of 
her jefts), found out the true bout g9uj' of this plea- 
fore, and rejoiced in the extravagance of his wnys, at 
thefulleft demonftrationof'his uncontrovdable fove- 
Tcignty. Good God ! What "have we fcen ? and what 
have we fuffered ? what do all thefe actions fignify f 
what xh> they fay aloud' to the whole nation, but thit 
(even as plainly as if it were proclaimed by heralda 
through the ftreets of London), «« Yoii are flaves and 
••^ fools, and fo I will ufe you T' 

Thefe are briefly a "part -of thofe merits which you 
lament to have wanted the reward of • more kingdoms, 
and fuppofe that, if he had lived longer, he might 
have had them s which I am fo far frqm concurring to» 
that I believe his feafonable dying to have been a. 
greater good-fortune to him> than all the vi£lories «nd 
3 ^rofpcritiet 
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P9y^nt«^«{f .^f^ {Jf?, for he fepwed evi4eatly (mcr 
t)MQk%} tq i>e i^fMu^ ihf end ^ \m deceitfifl glopes ; 
his Qifpi fr^iv^ gf^ at \sit at ivcary qF Ifun as the reft 
of ((le^,|lp<^^l(^^ ,9fi4..f ^^^^ P^^9i^ of late befoxe his 
I>^4s^^ (Hi|ii.49 I qiU it ? { aft God and die king parr 
4qA)»; hut I aevf ff: pai&d pf late heibjre Whitehall, 
wi(t^t reading 4^og . th& ,ga^ of it, <« Men/e MenCf 
M Tekel Uj^h^dnf /* B^( it jpjieaied G^d ta tai^e him 
fft>m the Wiolu^ wuftf <>f ^a^ji^ 9^^ j^^vB« of his 
Ilwrs» to lna\Q)ri\ foigh C^Wftrt .^ ^M{ti(?ei f^^ ^iog 
niore merca6il:fJUa tws belo>Yi theice is a little soi^m 
]iel left £ir iile. )l^^ o^ 'his fiiei)4», if he have v^y } 
though the o^few^ wir^viei»t)^.e flf ^is. d^ath afford 
l)ttt ffliddl yiMriala .for.th^ ¥(Ofk of oharitx, e^< 
ci^U)! if hf dUfigvu^d.f^vien t^ ^ entail his owa injuf- 
tice i^pg)«;his. ch,^^0Dtt s^imL t>y i/t>. ii>eftri/C9^1e confu- 
fyffi^ a»4 ^iyil ^^a^ i^^oa the j^atiqiv Biit here 's at 
laft w 9t>d of 4tiQ«. ^ad wi^eij^. "s now tjie fniit of all 
tj)^, hlpf^ ^^ li^zfj^ity, which his a^bitio^ has coft 
the.. world; Wher^ U it? Wh^» his fon (you will 
%) h^ % vfhqif^ .<y?ogj ^ doubt, he will 4nd it 
Wfito Wpft^Aa '^ \^^^ J^othi^g to .fay agvM the 

aW^«Wlft tT Of ??y'iW W& 9^ ^!S f^ipily jj QU thfr CQD- 

trary, I wi(h him better (ortiiiie thai^ ^a have a \(?Bg 
af^ unqiy^et. ff)ffefi^ ^f hi^ mafter's inherxtaaei. 
Vf]iii$f»MMf ) t^vfv %«K^u %g?i»ft ^» iather,^ is ^ 

'*> Dan.*v. 15. 

f A iieraarieiAffe teftimony to theblamtleft charac- 
tir of flidiai4 Ctoi^^li 1 
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whi^i I^ft^l^l^ftKei tl^^g^t (UMpigb dttSBcy, perl(apH 
nijg(kt h<|ye Ima4^>^c4 n^ irom faying it) even wgiittk 
inine pw/oi^ if 1 1^ been U> i]Qbafi|iy» as diat miae, )>y 
the faipe viE^y^y ihpuld bav^ left me ihste kingdoms/* 

Here J ^{^t $ and my pretended prote6bor, viho, I 
pcp<fte4t «ow4d have been very aogry» fell a laughings 
it feems at the. fimpHcity of my difooacrle, for thus he 
replied •. " You fecra to pretend extremely to the pl^ 
obfoiete rules of virtue and conftience, which make^ 
me doubt very vuicfa whether from this vaft prolpeft 
of three kingdoms you can ikt^ me any acres of yoigr 
own. But thcfc are ib for from making you a princ?, 
that I am afraid your friends will never have the con- 
tentment to fee you fo much' as a juftice of peace in 
your own countrey. For this, I perceive, which you 
call virtue, is nothing elfe but either the frowardnef^ 
of a Cynic, or the lazinefs of an Epicurean. I an^ 
glad you allow me at leaft artfiil diiTmuilation and un^ 
wearied diligence in my hero ; and I afTure you, tb^ 
he, whofe life is conftantly drawn by thofe two, /ball 
never be mided out of the way of greatnefs. But I 
fee you are a pedant and Platonical liatefman, a tb^^ 
oretical commonwealth*s-man, an Utopian dreamery 
Was ever riches gotten by your golden mediocrities I 
or the fupreme place attained to by viitues that mu^ 
not ftir out of the middle ? Do you ftudy Ariftotle's 
politics, and write, if you pleafe, comments \\pQji 
them s and let another but pra£life Machiavel s a^d^ 
let us fee then which of you two will come to tke* 
greateft preferment* ' If the deiire of rule and fuperi.. 
' -' ' wity 
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ority be ^a virtue (%$ fm« I am it is more im|>rintec[ In 
human nature than any of your lethargical morals; 
and what » the virtue of any creature, but the excrcife 
of thoie powers and incli nations which God has in- 
fufed into it ?) if that (I fay) be virtue, we ought not 
to eftcem any thing vice, which is the moftr proper, if 
not the only, means of attaining of it: 

It is a truth fo certain, and fo clear, 
That to the firft-bom man it did appear 5 
Did not the mighty heir, the noble Cain, 
^y the fre(h laws of nature taught, difdain 
That (though a brother) any one fliould be 
A greater favourite to God than he ? 
He flrook. him down 5 and fa (faid he) fo fell 
The fheep, which thou didft facrifice Co well. 
Since all the fulled (heaves, which I could bring. 
Since all were blafied in the offering, 
Xeft God fhould my next vi£lim too deipife^ 
The acceptable prieft I '11 facrifice. 
Hence coward fears j for the firft blood fo fpilt, 
As a reward, he the firft city built, 
*Twas a beginning generous and high. 
Fit for a grand-child of the Deity, 
So well advanced, 'twas pity there he.ftaid ; 
One ftep of glory more he (hould have made, 
And to the utmoft bounds of greatnefs gone j 
Had Adam too been killM, he might havereign'd aloae. 
, One brother's death, what Ao I mean to name« 
A fmall oblation to revenge and fame ? 

X " The 
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The nighty-ibttlM AbMM]«c» to fliew 
What for Jii j^ fhsct a liig^ar Spitk am do» 
A liecatomb almoft of brethren flew. 
And' feventqr tiinea m- neateft blood be dfd 
{To wmke it bold) bis royal purple pride. 
Wby do I name the lordly creature man t 
Tbe wfAf the mild^ the eo#af d woman, ouii 
Wben to a crown flie ciita btr faered way, 
All tbatoppoft with manlike courage flay. 
So Atfaaliab» when flie faw ber ion, 
And witb bit life her dearer greatnefv) gone^ 
Witb a msqeftic fory flaogbtorM all 
Whom high-bnth mi^tto high pretences call t 
Since be was dtod who all her power Asftam'd, 
Refolt^d to feign alone f rtlblv^d, and reign'd. 
In yain ber fex, in vain the laws, with^ood, 
lb tfaift tbe faered plea of J)a¥fd*B blood- $ 
A noble and a bold contention, (he 
(One woman) undertdok witb deftiny* 
She to |>l«ck downy deftiny to uphold 
(ObiigM by holy onutlhs of old) 
The gnatJdTsBin race on Judab's thrcme $ 
Till Hwaa at Isift m ei^al wager gK>wn, 
Scarce Fale» witb mneb ado, tbe better got by one. 
Tell me not, (he herfelf at laft was flain $ 
Did flie not firft feven years (a life-tirae) reign I 
StYcn royal years t* a public fpirit will fcem 
More tkan the private life of a Methufateai« 
^Tis godlike to be great | and, at thry fay, 
A dioufand years to God are but a day, 
Vol. II. S So 
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So to a many when once a crown he weaiv» 

The coronatlon-day *s more than a thoufand yearl.*^ 

He would have gone on, I perceived, in his hlaf- 
phcmies, hut that hy God'8 grace I became fo Ix^, as 
thus to interrupt him : <^ I underftand now pcrfe£Uy 
(which I guefled at long beliofe) what kind of angel and 
prote£^or you are i and« though your i(yle in verfe be 
very much mended * (iace you were wont to^ deliver 
oracles, yet your do6^rine is much worie than ever yoit 
had formerly (that I heard of) the fsKe to pnibliih ; 
whether your long prance with mankind has in- 
creafed and improved your malice, or whether you 
think us in this age to be grown fo impudendy 
wicked, that there needs no more art or difguiies to 
draw us to your paily.** 

** My dominion (faid he haftily, and with a dreadful 
furious look) is fo great in this world, and I am (o 
powerful a monarch of it, that I need not be afliamed 
that you ihould know me j and, that you may fee I know 
you too, I know you to be an obftinate and inveterate | 
malignant ; and for that reafon I ihall take you 
along with me to the next garrifon of ours } from 
whence you (hall go to the Tower, and from thence I 



* This compliment was intended, not fo much to 
the foregoing, as to the following verfesj of which the 
author had reafon to be proud, but, as being deiivered 
in his own peribn, could not fo> properly make the 
panegyric. H. 

It 
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ta the coui-t of jiiffice» and from thence yoo know 
whither/' I was almoft in the very pounces of the 
£reat bird of prey t 

When, lo» ere thelaft word* were fiiily (poke. 
From a fair cloud, which rather opM than broke, 
A flaih of 'light, rather than lig;htning, came. 
So fwift, and yet fo gentle, was the flame. 
Upon it rode (and, in his full career, 
Seemed to my eyes no fooner there than here) 
The comelieft youth of all th* angelic race } 
Lovely his. fliape, ineffable his face. . , 
The frowns, with which he ftrook the trembling fiend. 
All imiles of human beauty did tranfcend { 
His beams of locks fell part diflieverd down. 
Part upwards curPd, and form'd a natural crown. 
Such as the Britifli monarchs usM to wear $ 
If gold might be compared with angels* hair» 
His coat and flowing mantle were fo bright, 
They feem*d both made of woven filver light : 
Acrofs his breaft an azure ruban went. 
At which a medal hung, that did prefent, 
In wondrous living figures, to the fight, 
The myftio champion^s, and old dragon*s, fight i 
And from his mantlets fide there flione afar, 
A &x*d, and^ I believe, a real flar. 
In his fair hand (what need was there of more >) 
No arms, but th* Gnglifh bloody crofs, he bore. 
Which when he towards th' affrighted tyrant bent, 
And fome few words pronounc'd (but what they meant, 
8 a Ov 
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Or were, could not, d*k I by me be knofwn^ 
Only» I well pereei^d^ Jefits wa* one) 
He trembled, and he roared, and fled awtfy y 
Mad to quit thus his more than hop'd-for prey. 

Snch rage ukteaes the ywH^v wild heart add eye» 
(Robb*d> at hrthinfce otijuillyy «F hie prise) 
Whom unawapes the (hq^henl fpfiee, wad drawr 
The bleating kmb fwrn^Mt iif ravmoQB jaws i 
The ihepherd fain hiiiiA4# would he aflail. 
But fear vhmti 1ri» hunger does preraHt 
He knows hi« foe too ibx>ilgy an^ muft be gone ; 
lie grins, as he looks backy and howls, as he goes oa^ 
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SEVERAL DISCOURSES, 
BY WAY OF ESSAYS, 

IV ¥£Jl.SE AND PROSJE. 

■ i f il I » » |ii^ I 

I. 

OP LIBERTY. 

Tfl£ ttbeity of a jieople confifts in being governed 
1)y law* which they have made themfclres, nnder 
^hatibeter form it be of government : the liberty o€ 
a private man, in being mafter of his own time and 
aftions, as far as may confift with the laws of <}od 
and of his countrey . Of this latter only we are here to 
dlfcourfe, and to enquire what eftate of life does beft 
feat us in the poHeflion of it. This liberty of our own 
a^lions, is fuch a fundamental privilege of human na* 
ture, that God himfel^ notwithftanding all his in- 
finite power and right over us, permits us to enjoy it, 
and that too after a forfeiture made by the rebellion of 
Adam. He takes fo much care for the intire prefcrva- 
tion of it to us, that he fuflfers neither his pro^AJdenctf 
nor eternal decree to break or infringe it. Now for our 
time, the fame^Gqd, to jvriiom we are but tenants-at- 
wiU/or the whole^ requires but the leventk part to be 
S 3 paid 
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paid to him> as a imall quit-rent, in acknowledgement 
> of his title. It is man only that has th^^mpudence to 
demand our whole time, though' he never gave it, nor 
can veflore it, nor is able to pay any confiderable va- 
lue for the leaH part of it. This birth-right of man- 
kind above all other creatures, fome are forced by 
hunger to fell, lik« Efau, for bread and brcrth : but 
the greateft part of men make fuch a bargain for the 
delivery-up of themfelves, as Thamar did with Judahj 
inftead of a kid, the neceflary provifions for human 
life, they are contented to 4o it for rings and bracelets. 
The great dealers in this world may be divided into 
the ambitious, 'the covetous, aiid the voluptuous ; and 
rthat allxhefe men fell themfelves to be (laves^ though 
to the vulgar it may ieem a Stoical paradox, will Itp- 
peacto the wife fo plain and obvious, . that . they will 
fcarce think it deferves. the labour of argumentation. 

Let us £rft confider the ambitious^} and thofe,. both 
in their j)rogrefs to ^^reatnefs, and after, the attaining 
of it. There is . nothing truer than what Salluft * 
ifays, ** Dominationis in alios fervitlum fuum merce- 
«• dem dant}" they are content to pay. fo great a 
price as their own fei*vitude, to purchafe. the domina- 
tion over others. The firft thing they rauft refolve to 
facrifice, is their whole time 5 they muft never ftop, 
nor ever turn afide whilft they are In the race of glory, 
110 not like Atalanta for golden apples. Neither in- 



* Fragm. cd. Maittaire, p, ks6. 
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^ecd can a man Aop himfelf if he wouId» when he is 
in this career ; . 

FeFtur equis auriga> neque audit currus habenas*. 

Pray, let ns but coniider a little, what mean, fervile 
things men do for this imaginary food. We cannot 
fetch a greater example of it, than from the chief men 
•of that nation which boafted moft of liberty. T* 
■what pitiful bafenefs did the nobleft Romans fubmit 
•themielTesy for the obtaining of a praetorfliip, or the 
confular dignity 1 They put on the habit of fup- 
ipliants, and ran abom on foot, and in dirt, through 
all the tribes, to beg voices } they flattered the pooreft 
'arti£ms$ and carried a nomenclator with them, t* 
whifper in their ear every man's name, left they fliould 
miftake it in their falutations; they fliook the handy 
and kifled the cheek, of every popular tradefman $ they 
ftood all day at every market in the public places, to 
•Ihew and ingratiate themfelves to the rout i they em- 
ployed all their friends to folicit for them $ they kept 
open tables an-evevyilrcet} they diftributed wine, and 
bread, -and money,, even to the vileft of the people. 
<* £jfc Romanus renim dominos f !'* Behold the 
mafters of the world begging from door to door! 
This particular humble way of greatnefs is now out of 
faftiion } but yet every ambitious perfon is ftill in Come 
^ort a Roman candidate. He muft feaft and bribe^ 

* Virg. Gcorg, i. 514. f Virg. -ffin. i, aJx. 
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Digitized by Google 



±6^ ESSAYS m VSR^ ilHD PROSE 

wnA sttcnd siid flsttcf ^ md ftdofc mttiy iKaftSf ntoo^ 
not the beaft with many heads. CatiHnie, who w«s Co 
proud that he could not content him (elf with a lefs 
power than Sylia^s, was yet fo hninble, for the attaining 
«f ity «ft to make hiMiielf the moft <50Mtcaptfblt «f all 
<ibrvattt» ; to ^ a public bawd, to provide wfoorM, and 
fomothing worie, for all the young gentletfftcn of 
Aomey wfaofe hot luftt and coun^Sy and'heads, be 
thought he might make ufe of. And» fince I happen 
litre to propoie Catiline fovmy inihince (though there 
he thoufand of examples for the fame thing), give me 
leave to tranfcribe the chara^er which Cicero * gives 
of this noble tUve, becaule h is a general defcriptioa 
of all ambitious men, and #htch Machiaval fttihaps 
would fay ought to be the rule <^ their life and ac- 
tions: 

** This man (fays hf , as moft of you may weli fe- 
member). had many artificial touches and ftrolccs, that 
looked like the beauty of great virtues ; his intimate 
conver£ition was with tlie iwovft of men, and yet he 
ieemed to be an admirer and lovei- of the befl j he was 
furnilhed with all the nets of'luftand lutcupy, and yet 
wanted not the arms of labour and induftry : neither 
do I believe that there was ever any monfter of nature, 
compofed out of fo many different and difagreeing paits. 
Who more acceptable, fometimes, to the raoft ho- 
nourable perfoas ; who more a farourite to the moft 
infamous ? who, fometimes, appeared a braver chain- 

• Orat. pro M« Cadio. 
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fion; wlio, at otiMr times, a tioldtr enemy to kio 
ooontrey? who more diiTolote in hie pkar«ves) wIm 
more patient in his toils ? who more rapacious in rob* 
bingi who more profiiie in giving ? Abore all thingt, 
dkis was remarkable and adminUe in him, the arte 
he had to acquice the good opinion and kinitnefs of aH 
ibrts of men, to retain it with great complailance, to 
commanicate ill things to them, to wateh and ferve 
atitheoccafions of their fortnnt) both with bis money, 
and his iniereft, and his induftiy ; and, if need were, 
not by ftickisg at any wickedoeie whstfoerer tiiat 
miglit be nfefvl to them, to bend and turn abont hia 
own natnre and lavecr with every wind 5 to live fe- 
•ferely with the melancholy, merrily with the pleafant, 
gravely with the aged, wantonly with the young, def- 
peratcly with the bolti, and debaudiedly with the lux- 
urious : with this vaiiety and multiplicity of his nature 
— «a he had made a collection of fn'endftips with all 
the moft wicked and reftlefs of all nations ; fo, by the 
artificial fimuiation of Ibme virtues, he made a Jhift to 
enfnaxe ibme honeft and eminent peHbns into his fami- 
liaiity. Neither eotrid fo vaft a defign as the deftruc- 
tion of this empire have been undertaken by him, if the 
immanity of fo many vices had not been covered and 
di%uifed by the appearances of fbme excellent qua- 
lities." 

I fee, melbinks, the character of an Anti-Paul, 
•* who became all things to all men," that he mig^t 
deftroy all ; who only wanted the alliftance of fortune, 
to have been as great as his friend Cxfar was a little 

afur 
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after him. And tbe ways of Ccfar to compa& Hk 
•fame ends (I mean till the civil war, which was bat 
.another manner of fetting hi« countrey on fire) were 
not unlike thefe, though he u&d afterward his unjuft 
dominion with more nuKleration than -I tlunk the 
other would have done. Salluft 'therefore, who was 
.well-acquainted with them both» and with many fuch- 
like gentlemen of his time» fays *, ** that it is the 
nature of ambition, to make men lyars and cheaters^ 
to hide the truth in their breafts, and ihew, like jug- 
glers, another thing* in- their mouths ; to cut all. friend- 
fliips and enmities to the meafure of their own intereft ,* 
and to make a. good countenance without the help oft 
good will.^* .And can there be freedom with this per- 
^tual conftraint? what is it but a kind of rack, 
-that forces -men to fay what they have no mind 
*^to? 

I have wondered at the extravagant and barbaitHX 
'ftratagem of .ZQpirus, and more at the praifes which I 
^nd of ib deformed an a^ion ; who, though he was oae 
of the.feven grandees of Periia, and the fon of Mega- 
bifes, who had freed before his countrey from .an ig- 
noble fervitude, flit his own .nofe and lips, cut off kn 
own ears, fcourged and wounded iiis whole body, 
that he might, under pretence-of having been mangled 
fo inhumanly by Darius, be received into Babylon 
(then befieged by the PerHans), and get' into the com- 
poand of' it by the recommendation, of fo.cruel a fufier« 

• DeBell.CatiUcx, 
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• ince, and their hopes of his endeavouring to revenge 
it. It is gi*eat pity the Babylonians fufpe^led not his 
falfebood, that they might have cut off his hands too, 

• and whipt hiro l>ack again. But the dedgn fucceeded $ 
he betrayed the city, and was made governor of it. 
What brutiih mafter ever, puniflied his offending flave 
with To little- mercy y as ambition did thisZopinit? 
and yet how many are there, in all nations, who imi- 
tate him, in fome degree, for a lefs reward $ who, 
though they endure not fo much corporal pain for a 

. fmall preferment or fome honour (as they call it)» yet 

• ftick not to commit a6lions, by which they are more 
ihamefuJly and more laftingly ftigmatized I But you 
.may fay, though thefe be . the moft ordinary and open 
ways to.greatnefs, yet there are narrow, thorny, and 
little- trodden paths too> through which fome men find 
a. paflage by virtuous induflry. I grant, fometimes 
they may j but then, that induftry muA be fuch, 
as cannot confifl with liberty, though it m^y with 
honefty. 

Thou art careful, • frugal, painful $ we commend a 
iervant fp, but not a friend. 

Well then, we muft acknowledge the toil and 
di-udgery which we are forced- to endure in this afcent} 
but we are epicures and lords when once we are gotten 
up into the high places. This is but a ihort appren- 
ticeihip, after which we are made free of a royal com- 
. pany. If we fall in loVe with any beauteous woman, 
we muft be content that they ihould be our mifbxfTes 

whilft 
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whilft we wooe them | as foon as we are wedded and 

enjoy, it is we ihall be the mafters. 

I am willing to (tick to this (imiiitude in the cafe 
of greatnefs : we enter into the bonds of it, like thofe 
of matrimony j we are 'bewitched with the outward 
and painted beauty, and take it for better or worfc, 
before we know its true nature and interior inconveni- 
ences. A great fortune (fays Seneca) is a great fenri* 
tude ; but many are of that opinion which Brutua im-^ 
putes (I hope, untruly*) even to that patron of liberty, 
his friend Cicero: "We fear (fays he to Attieus) 
death, and banilhment, and poverty, a great deal too 
-imieh. Cicero, I am afraid, thinks thefe to be the 
-worft of evik j and, if he have but feme pevfotTS,from 
•whom he can obtain what he has a mind to, and others 
who will flatter and worlhip him, fecras to be well 
enough contented with an honourable fervitude, if any 
thing indeed ought to be called hoiaourable ia fo bale 
«nd contumelious a condition.** This was ^ken as 
1)ccame the braveft man who was^ ever bom in the 
braveft commonwealth,. But with us genersLlly, no- 
'condition palTes for fervhude, that is accompanied with 
great riches, with honours, and with the fervice of 
many inferiors. This is but a deception of the fight 
through a falfe medium ; for if a groom ferve a gentle- 
man in his chamber, that gentleman a lord, and that 

♦ This parenthefis does honour to the wnter^i fcnfc, 
«s well as candow. |i» 

lord 
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ferd a prince ; file groom » the genrdemaiiy arid tlw lord, 
are as mticfa ferrants oneaa the other { the circum- 
fiantial dififerience of the one's g«tekig only hit bread 
and wages, ^e fecond a plentifbl, and the third a f\i- 
perflnous eftate> is no more intrinfical to this matter, 
than the difFerChce between a plain, a rich, and gaudy 
Ilveiy. I do not fay, that he who fells his whole time 
and his owli will for one hundred dioufand^ is not a 
wifer merchant than he who does it for one handred 
pounds; but I will fwear> Aey are both merchants, 
and that Jie is happier than both, who can lire content- 
edly wi^ovt filing that eftate to which he wat bornw 
Bat this dependande iipon ftiperiors is but one chain of 
tke lovers ef power t 

/unatorem H'ecetittf 
Pirtthoinn cohfbent catenae * 
Let ns begin with him by break of day t for by that 
time he is befxeged by two or thne hundred fuitors } 
and tike hall and ariticfaambers (all the out-works) 
pofl^Ted by the enemy : as foon as his chamber opens, 
they are ready to break into that, or to corrupt the 
guards, for entrance. This is fb eflentfal a part of 
gieatnefir, fhat whofbever h without it, looks like a 
fallen favourite, like a perfon dilgraced, and condemn- 
ed to dc^ what he pleafes all the morning. Tliere arc 
feme who, rather than want this, are contented to have 
tleir rooms filled up every day with murmuring and 
tarfi]i|g^ creditors, and to charge bravely through a bo- 

• Hon 3 6d. iv, 75-. 
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dy of them to get to their coach. Now. I would fain 
know which is the worft duty^ that of any one parti- 
cular peribn who waits to fp^ak with the great man, 
or the great man^s^ who .waits, every day to rpeak..with. 
ail company. 

Aliena negotia centum . 

Per caput, &• circa ialiunt latus *— 
a hundred bufinefTes of other men (many unjuft, and- 
moft impertinent) fly continually about his head and 
ears^ and ilrike him in the face like Torres. Let us 
contemplate him a little at another fpecial {bene of 
gloiy, and that is hiii table. Here he feems to be the 
lordof all nature s the earth affords him her beft me- 
tals for his diihes, her befl vegetables and animals 
for his food \ the air and fea fupply him with their 
choiceft birds and fifhes y and a great many men» who 
look like maftersj attend upon him^ and yet, when, all 
this is done, even all this is but tabic d'^bofie j it is 
crowded with people for whom he capes not, with many 
parafites and foma^fpies, with the. moft burdenfome 
fort of guefb»,the endeavourers. to be .witty. . 

But every body pays him great refped^ every body 
commends his meat, that is, his mon^ \ every body 
admires theexquifite dreiling and.orderingof it, that is, 
his clerk of the kitchen, pr his cook.; every body loves 
his hofpitality, that is, his vanity. But I dedre to 
know why the honeft inn-keeper, who provides a pub- 
lic table for his profit, ihould be but of a meaa pro* 

* Uor. % Sat. vi. |,i^. « 
t feffioo i 
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feffioa ; and he, who does it for his honour,, a munifi«> 
cent prince.' You will fay, becaufe one fells, and the 
other gives : nay, both ^11, though for different things | . 
the one for plain money, the other for I know not what 
jewels, whofe value is in cuftom and in fancy. If then 
his table be made *' afnare** (as the Scripture* fpeaks) 
" to his liberty 9 '* where can he hope for freedom ? There ' 
is always, and every where, fome reftraint upon him. 
He is guarded with crowds, and ihackled with forma- 
lities. The half hat, the whole hat, the half fmile, 
the whole (mile, the nod, the embrace, the pofitive 
parting with a little bow, the comparative at the nnd- 
die of the room, the fuperlative at the door ; and, if 
the perfon be paa buper fehaftus^ there is. a hyper- . 
fuperlative cesemony then of condu6Hng him to the 
bottom of the fburs, or to the very gate :. as if there 
were fuch rules (et to tbefe Leviathans, as. are to the Tea, . 
" Hitherto (halt thou go, and no further -f.'* 

Perditur haec inter niifero lux ]:, 
Thus wretchedly the precious day is loft. 

How many impertinent letters and vifits muft he re- 
ceive, and fometimes anfwcr both too as impertinently ! 
He never fets his foot beyond his thre/hold, unlefs, like 
a funeral, he have a train to follow him \ as if, like 
the dead corpfe^. he could not ftir, dll the bearers were 
all ready. << My life (fays Horace^ fpeaking to one * 
of thefe magftificos) is a great deal more eafy and 

• Pf. Ixix. 11. f Job xxxviii. ii. 

X HoK 1 Sat. vi. 59* 
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commodious than thine^ in that I can go into flid mar- 
kcty and cheapen what I pleafe, without being won-* 
dtred at } and take my horfe and ride as far as Taren- 
torn, without being miffed/* It is an unpleafant con* 
firaint to be always under the fight and ob(trvatiott» 
aftd cenfure, of others ; as there may be vanity in it, fo 
methinks there (hould be vexation> too, of 4>irit : and 
I wonder how princesr can enditre to have two or three 
hundred men ftand gazing upon them whilft they aie 
at dimiery and taking notice of every bit they eat. No- 
thing feems greater and more lordly than the multi- 
tude of domeftic fervants ; but et^n this too, if weigh- 
ed ferioufly^ is a piece of fervittrdie ; unlefs you will be 
a fervant to them (as many men are), the trouble and 
care of youi*s in the government of them all is much 
more than that of every one of them in their obferr- 
ance of you. I take the profeffion of a fchool-maller 
to be one of the moft ufeful, and which ought to be 
of the moft honourable in a conmlon wealth; yet cer- 
tainly all his fafccs and tyrannical authority over (o 
many boys takes away his own liberty more than 
theirs. 

I do bttt flightly touch upon all thbCt particulars of 
the flavery of greatnefs ; I (hake but a few of tbeir 
outward chains $ their anger> hatred^ }ealoufy» fear, 
envy, grief, and all the et c^tUra of their paffions, 
which are the fecret, but conftant^ tf rants and tortures 
of their life, I omit here, becaufe, though they be 
fymptoms moft firequent and violl^nt in this difeafe, 

yet 
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yet they are common too in Tome degree to the epide* 
mkal diieafe of life itfelf. 

But the ambitious man, though he be fo many ways 
a flave (0 totUs fewus /J, yet he bears it bravely and 
heroically $ be ftruts and looks big upon the ftage j he 
thinks himfelf a real prince in his maflcing-habit, and 
deceives too all the fooliih part of his fpedators: he is 
a flave in fatumalibus* The covetous man is a down- 
nght fervanty a draught-horfe without bells or feathers | 
ud metalia damnatus^ a man condemned to work in 
mines, which is the lowed and hardeft condition of fer- 
vitade \ and, to increafe his mifery, a worker there for 
he knows not whom : ** He heapeth up riches, and 
" knows not who (hall enjoy them * j*** it is onlyfure, 
that he himfelf neither ihall nor can enjoy them. He 
is an indigent,, needy flave; he will .hardly allow him- 
felf cloaths and board-wages : 

Unciatim vix de demenfo fuo, 
Suum defraudans genium, comparfit raifer f 5 

He defrauds nat only other. men, but his own genius ; 
he cheats himfelf for money. But .the fervile and mi- 
ferable condition of. this wretch is fo apparent, that I 
leave it, as evident to every man*s fight, as well as 
judgment. . 

It feems a more difficult work to prove that the vo» 
luptuous man too is but a fcrvant: what can be more 
the life of a freeman, or, as we fay ordinarily, of a gen- 

• Pf. xxxix. 6. 

f Phormr A^ I» Sc^ \, vcr, 4 31 
Voir. H. T . . tleman, 
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tleman, than to foUov sothtng but his 0wn- pkafiim^ 
Why, I will tell you who h Ubat true fjnMroao, aii4 
4iiaft true gmdcmiia ; not he who h^dly fallows all 
1m i^leafures (ibt very fiame «f fiUo^er is fenrile} i 
<but he who ranicnially gttiilQs tbim» and is oot luikdercd 
hy outward iinpediiBent^ ui ftbe<c0»du[^ afid«iij«yineit 
4>fthcai. if IwantikiUor£or«e 4»]idhai»(il«hcaft 
that I ride «ipoa» diough f hou^ k, and oafll it ray 
«wft, yet, in ifae truth of the snattcr^ I am at that time 
tfratfaer his a&aax, ikm he toy hQt&* The vtthi^^tufNis 
«ien (whom we ate fallen upoo) nuy he <lividM« I 

^hink, into the luftfui^ad luxurioas, who are both ier- 
vants of the belly $ the other, whom we fp^e of be- 
fore, the arabitiotis and the c^yetont* were umtik ^^ 
svilwld htttfts $ ihefe are >«cce^ At^^fiov9 b^^^ » 
«>ur tranflation venders st, but tibe wiird if>«2 <which is 
a fantaftical word, with two d^nedly oppofite iigaifica- 
tions) will bear as well the tranftation of quick or di- 
ligent bellies ; aad both interpretations may be applied 
to thefe men. Metrodorus faid, ** that he had learnt 
« oX»»flSff y«r§) ;^*ftffe^tt*, to give his belly juft thanks 
*« for all his pleafures.*' This, by the caltimniators 
of Epicunis's philofophy, was obje^Ved as one of the 
moft fcandalous of all their fayings ; which, according 
to my charitable underftanding, may admit a rcry vir- 
tuous fenfe, which is, that he dianked hjs ownbdly for 

' that moderation, in the cuftomary appetites of it, which 

' can only give a man liberty and happinefs in this world. 
Let this fuffice at prcfent to be ii>oken of thofe great| 
l^iumviri of the world \ <be (ovetou$ mani who is a 

. . I Die 
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■Kan viUai&y lilce Lcpidut } the ambitious* vho is 4 
have one, likt 0£kavios { aa4 the voluptuous, who i^ 
1 look and debauohcd om, like Mark Antony x 

Qmfham igitur liber ? Sapiens, fit>Tque imperiofbs * t 

Kot OmMMtut t, who toaBmttt himMf whoUy to f 
<hari«iteer, liAt kxy break hk ne^k } but the many 

Who governs his own courfe with fteady hand ) 
Who docs himielf with fovereign power command j 
Whom neither death nor poverty docs fright '5 
Who ftands Hot aukwardly in his own light 
Againft the truth s who can^ when plealures knock 
Loud at his door, keep firm the bolt and lock} 
Who can, though honour at his gate (hotdd ftay 
In all their marking deaths, fend her away. 
And cry. Be gone, I hav« no mind to play. 

This, I confefs, is a freeman : but it may be faid, tliat 
many peribns are fo (hackled by their fortune, that they 
are hindered from enjoyment of that mamimiilion 
which they have obtained from virtue. I do both u«- 
derftand,. and in part fcel^ the weight of this ob}e£lion : 
all I ican aefwer to it is, that we lauft get as much li- 
l)erty as we can, we mnft uie our utrooft endeavours, 
and, when ail that is done, be contented with the 
length of tha£ line wbiih is allowed us. If you aik 
me, in what condition of life I think the raofl; allowed; 
lihould pitch upon that fort of people, whom King 

• Hor, a Sat> vii* 83. t Virg. Georg. iii. 7- 

T a |araes 
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James wa» wont to call the happieft of our nation, Ae 
men placed in the country by their fortune above an 
high ccfnftable, and yet beneath the trouble of a jnfticc 
of peace j in a moderate plenty, without any juft argu- 
ment for the defire of increafing it by the care of many 
delations; and with fo much knowledge and lofc of 
piety and philofbphy (that is» of the ftudy of God's 
lawsj and of his creatures) as may afford him matter 
enough never to be idle, though without bufinefs ; and 
never to be melancholy, though without fin or va- 
nity. 

I ihall conclude this tedious difcourfe with a prayer 
of mine in a copy of Latin vcrfes, of which I remember 
no other part j and, (feur /aire bonne bouche) with 
ivixit other verfes upon the fame fubje^l : 

'< MagneDeus, quod ad has vitae brevis attinet horaS) 
«* Da mihi, da panem libertatemque, nee ultra 
** Sollicitas effundo preces : fi quid datur ultra, 
♦* Accipiam gratus j fi non, contentus abibo.*' 

For the few 'hours of life allotted me. 

Give me (great God !) but bread and liberty, 

I'll beg no more : if more thou'rt pleasM to give, 

I'll thankfully that overplus receive : 

If beyond this no more be freely fent, 

1*11 thank for this> and go away content. 



Mak* 
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M A n T I A L» Lib. L £p. Iti. 

" Vota tui brevitcr," &c. 

WELL then, Sir^you fhall know bow far extend 
The prayers and hopes of your poetic friend. 
He does not palaces nor manors crave. 
Would Be no lord, but lefs a lord would Have; 
The ground he holds, if he his own can call, 
fie quarrels not with Heaven becaufe *tis fmall : 
Let gay and toilibme greatnefs others pleafe. 
He loves of homely littlenefs the eafe. 
Can any man in gilded rooms attend. 
And his dear hours in humble viilts fpend. 
When in the frefti and beauteous fields he may 
With various healthful pleafures fill the day f 
If there be man (ye gods !) I ought to hate, 
Dqpendance and ^attendance be his fatej 
Still let him bufy be, and in a crowd. 
And very much a flave, and very proud i 
Thus he perhaps powerful and rich may grow ; 
No matter, O ye gods ! that 1*11 allow s 
Butiet him peace and freedom never fee ; 
Let him not love this life, who loves not me ! 



Martial, Lib. II. £p. HII. 

« Vis fieri liber ?" &c. 
WOULD you be free ? 'Tis your chief wifli, you fay j 
Come on j Vll (hew thee, friend, the certain way 5 

T 3 I^ 
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If to no feafts abroad thou lov^ft to go, 
While bouBteoua God does bread at honw beftow^ 
If thou the goodiiefs of thf cloatha doft prize 
By thine own ufe, and not by others' eyes i 
If (only fafe from weathers) thoii canft dwell 
In a fniall bouib, bat a convenient fhell } 
If thou, without a (igh, or golden wi(h, 
Canft look upon thy beechen bowl and di(h ; 
V in thy mind fuch power and greatnefs be, 
The Perfiatf king *s a ilave compared with thetr 



Haktial, Lib. II. £p. Izviii. 
'< C^d te Aomine ?*' &c. 
yHAT I do you with humble bowi no more. 
And danger of my naked head, adore ; 
That I, who «* Lord and mafter,** cry*d erewhUr^ 
Salute you, in a new and different ftyle. 
By your own name, a fcandal to you now ^ 
Think not that I forget myfelf or you : 
By lofs of all things, by all others fought, 
This freedom, and the freeman's hat, is bought. 
A lord' and mafter no man wants, but he 
"Who o'er himfelf has no authority; 
Who does for honoui's and for riches ftrive, 
And follies, without which lords cannot Kvc. 
If thou from fortune doft no &rv9nt crave, 
Relieve it, thov oo mafter need'ft to haye. 



ODSi 
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O D E, 

UPON LIBERTY. 

FREEDOM with Virtue takes her feat; 
Her proper place, her only fcene. 

Is in the golden mean^ 
She lives not with the poor nor with the grein 
The wings of thoie Neceflity has dipt. 

And they *re in Fortune*s bridewell whipt 

To the laborious taik of bread ;. 
Thefe are by various tyrants captive led. 
Now wild Ambition with imperious force 
Kides, reins, and fpurs, them, like th* unruly horfe^ 

And fervile Avarice yokes them now. 

Like toilfome oxen, to the plough ; 
And fometimes Luft, like the mifguided light. 
Draws them through all the labyrinths of night. 
If any few among the great there be 

From theie infulting paifions free. 

Yet wc ev'n thofe, too, fetter'd fee 
By cuftomy buiinefs> crowds> and formal decency; 
And, wherefoe^er they ftay, and wherefoe^er they go^ . 

Impertinencies round them flow i 

Thefe an the fmall uiieafy things 

Which about greatnefs ftill sbre founds 

And rather it molt it than wound i 

T i ' Xikr 
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Like gnats, which too much heat of fummcr brings ; 
But cares do fwarm there, too, and thofe have ftings : 
As, when the honey does top open lie, .. 

A thoufand wafps about it fly : 
Nor will the mailer ev^n te fhare admit $ 
The mafter flands aloof, and dares not tafte of it. 

*Tis mornings well; I fain would yet deep onj 

You cannot now ; you muft be gone 

To court, or to the noify hall : 
Befides, the rooms without are crowded all | 

The ftream of bufine(s does i)egin. 
And a fpring-tide of clients is come in. 
Ah cruel guards, which this poor prifoner Mepl 

Will they not fuffer him to fleep ? 
Make an efcape ; out at the poftem ilee« 
And get fome blefted hours of liberty : 
With a few friends, and a few difhcs, dine. 

And much of mirth and moderate wipe. 
To thy bent mind fome relaxation give. 
And ileal one day out of thy life to live. 
Oh happy man (he cries) to whom kind Heaven 

Has fuch a freedom always given ! 
Why, mighty madman, what fliould hinder thee 

From being every day as free I 

In all the freeborn nations of the air. 

Never did bird a fpirit fo mean and fordid beai:, 

As to exchange his native liberty 

Of foaring boldly up.into the (ky, 

Uk liberty to fing, to perch, or fly, 

WhcB, 
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When, and wherever he thought good* 
And all his innocent pleaAires of the wood. 
For a more plentiful or conftant food. 

Nor ever did ambitious rage 

Make him into a painted cage. 
Or the falfe foreft of a well-hung room* 

For honcyur and preferment* come. 
Now, bleflings on you all, ye heroic race. 
Who keep your primitive powers and rights fo well, 

Though men and angels fell. 
Of all material lives the higheft place 

To you is juftly given } 

And ways and walks the neareft heaven. 
Whilft wretched we, yet vain and proud, think kt 

To boaft, that we look up to it. 
E?'n to the univerfal tyrant. Love, 

You homage pay but once a year t 
None fo degenerous anH unbirdly prove* 

As his perpetual yoke to bear i 
None, but a few unhappy houfhold fowl* 
W horn human lordfhip does control $ 

Who from their birth corrupted were 
By bondage, and by man^s example here. 

He's no fmall prince, who every day ' 

Thus to himfelf can fay 5 
Now will I deep, now eat, now (it* now walk* 
Now meditate alone, now with acquaintance talk^ 
This I will do, here I will ftay^ 
Or^ if my fancy <all me away* 
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My man and I will prefentty go ncte 
(For we, before> have nothing to provide^ 
Nor» after, are to render an accoupt) 
. To Dover, Berwick, or the Comifh mount* 

If thou but a ihort journe^r talce^ 

As if thy laft thou wert to make, 
Bufinefs muft be difpatchM, ere thou canft part^ 

Nor caaft thou ftir, unlefs there ^be 

A hundred horfe and men to wait on thee. 

And many a mule, and many a cart ^ 

What an unwieldy man thou art 1 

The Rhodian Coloflus fo 

A ]oumey, too, might go. 

Where honour, or where confciencc, does not 1)10^, 

No other law fhalf fhackre me ; 

Slave to myfelf I will not be. 
Nor ihall my future actions be con^n^d 

By my own preient nnnd. 
Who by refolves and vows engaged does ftan^ 

For days, that yet belongs to Fate, 
Does, like an unthrift, mortgage his eftate. 

Before it fails into his hand » 

The bondman ol 1^« cloiAei Sor 
All that he does receive, does tAwsiyt owe^ 
And fUU, a« tisu comes in, it goes away | 

N^t to enjoy, but debts to pay» 
Unhappy Have, and pupal to a bell^ : 

Which his hours-work, at well a^ hours, does tdlf | 
thriiappy, till the laft, the kind rekafing knell* 
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If life fhoufd a well-orderM poem be 

(In which he only biCB the white 
Who joins true profit with the beft delight}^ 
The more heroic ftrain let others take. 

Mine the Pindaric way FU makft| 
The matter flull be grave, the attmbert lo^fe tad 

free. 
It ihall not keep one fettled pace of tiniCt 
In the fame tune it (hall not always chimes 
Nor fhall each day juft to his neighbour rhyme | 
A thoufand liberties it fhall di^fpenfe^ 
And yet fliall manage all without offence 
Or to the fweetnels of the found, or greatBci» of t2i# 

fenfe^ 
Nor fiiall it never from one fubje6l ftart^ 

Nor feek tranfitions to depart, 
Kor its fe; way o'er ftiles and bridges maki^ 

' Nor thorough lanes a compals take. 
As if it fearM fome trefpafs to commit. 

When the wide air *s a road for ic 
So the imperial eag^e does not ftay 

Till the whole carcafe he devour. 

That's fallen into its power s. 
As if his generous hunger underftood 
That he can never want plenty of food. 

He only fucks the tafteful blood | 
And to freih game flies chearfuUy away | 
To kites, and msaaer Utd»^ h.% kav«ir the viMgM 
prey. 

> 
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II. 
OF SOLITUDE, 

** ^^ UNQUAM minus folus, quam cum folus," 
^^ U now become a very vulgar faying. Every 
man, and almoil every boy, for thefe feventecn hun- 
dred years, has had it in his mouth. But it was at 
iirft fpoken by the excellent Scipio, who was without 
queftion a moft eloquent and witty perfon, as well as 
the moft wife, moft worthy, moft happy, and the 
greateft of all mankind. His meaning, no doubt, was 
%his, that he found more fatisfa^lion to his mind, and 
more improvement of it, by folitude than by company; 
and, to ihew «that he fpoke not this loofely or out of 
vaftity, after he had made Rome miftrefs of dmoft the 
whole world, he retired himfelf from it by a voluntary 
exile, and at a private iioufe, in the middle of a woodi 
near Linternura *, pafTed the remainder of his glo- 
rious life no lefs glorioufly. This houfc Seneca went 
to fee fo long after with great veneration ; and, among 
other things, defcribes his baths to have been of fo 
mean a ftruflure, that now, fays he, the bafeft of the 
people would defpife them, and cry out, ** Poor Scipfo 
underftood not how to live.** What an authority is 
here for the credit of retreat ! and happy had it been 
for Hannibal, if adverfity could have taught him as 
•fnucb wifdom as was learnt by ficipio from the highcft 

• Seneca Epift. Ixxxvi, 
'. , 3 profperluM. 
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profperities. This would be no wonder, if it were as 
truly as it is colourably and wittily faid by Monfieur 
de Montagne, " That ambition itfelf might teach us 
" to love folitude ; there is nothing does fo much bate 
"to have companions.*' It is truci it loves to have 
its elbows free, it detefts to have company on either 
fide i but it delights above all things in a train behind, 
I, and ufliers too before it. But the greateft part of 
men are fo far from the opinion of that noble Roman, 
that if they chance at any time to be without company, 
they are like a< becalmed ihip i they never move but by 
the wind of other men*s breath, and have no oars of 
their own to fteer withal. It is very fantaftical and 
coDtradi6lory in human nature, that men ihould love 
themfelves above all the reft of the world, and yet 
never endure to be with themfelves. When they are 
in love with a miftrefs, all other perfons are importu* 
nate and burthenfome to them. " Tecum viverc 
" amcm, tecum obeam lubens," they would live and 
die with her alone. 

** Sic ego fccretis poffum bene vivere fylvis, 
*' Qua nulla humano fit via trita pede. 

" Tu mihi curarum requies, tu no£le vel atrl 
" Lumen, & in folis tu mihi turba locis*.** 

With thee for ever I in, woods could reft. 
Where never hunian foot the ground has preft. 
Thou from all fhades the darknefs canft exclude, 
And from a defert baniih folitude. 

• 4 TibuU. xiii. 9. 

And 
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Afi4 7^ our d^ar &tf it lb wearif^me to us, ite 
«e CM fcflncefty fupport its converlktioB for- «b boor 
^igcther. This is fuck an odd temper cf miiui, ai 
C^llv* ecfrefles toward* one of his miHrefles, whonn 
wt may Aifpoiie to kayt been of a yexy Tunfocisibk 
knmour * t 

«< Odi, 8c amo : <|faare id faciam fbrtaife reqnint. 
^ Nefcio 5 ftd fieri fentio, & excrucior,** 

I hate, and yet I love thee too ; 
How can that he ? I know not how j 
Only that fo it is I know ; 
And feel with lormcnt that 'tis fo. 

Ji is a deplorabk tonditionr this> and dnves S 
van fometimes to pitiful (hifts> in feeking how to 
«roid him^slf. 

. The truth of the matter is, that neither be who is a 
fc>p in the world, is a fit man to be alone $ nor he who 
hat fet his heart much upon the world, thoi^h he have 
never fo much underdanding ) fo that folitude can b< 
well fitted, and fit right, but upon a very few perfons. 
They muft have enough knowledge of the world to fee 
the vanity of it, and enough virtue t^ defpiie all va- 
nity 5 if tie mind be poffeffcd with any luft or paffions, 
a man had better be in a fair, than in a wood alone. 
They may, like petty thieves, cheat us perhaps, and 
|)lck our jpockets, in the midft of company j but, like 
cobbers^ they ufe to ilrip and bind, or murder us, 

f De amoi« fuo| Ixxxiii* 

irhta 
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nftktu Aey catch 0$ alcoe. This it but to retreat from 
mm, aad fall into the hands of devils. It is like 
tbc ponsflunent of parricides aiboBg the Komans^ tp 
be ibwed into a bag, with aft ape, a dog, and n 
ieip^t. 

The firft woik therefore that a man muft do^ e» 
make liiinielf capable of ^ good of folitude, is, the 
Tery eradication of dll lofts | for how is it pofliUe for 
a man to enjoy himfelf, while his affisftions are tied ft» 
^ings wkhout himfelf ? In Uie ieeoad place, be maft 
leam the art and get the habit of thinking ; for this 
too, no lefs than well-fpeaking, depends upon much 
pn£^ice ; and cogitation is the thing which diftin* 
guifhes ^e folitude of a G^ from a wild beaft. NoWf 
becanfe the foul of man is not by its own Mlatre 
or oMervation furniflied with iii&ient materials to 
work upon, it is necefi^ for it to have continual 
recourfe to learning and books for -frcih fupplies, ib 
^at the iblitary life will grow indigent, and be ready 
to ftanre, wtthont them $ but if once we be thoroughly 
engaged in ihe love cf letters, tnftead of being wearied 
widi the length of any day, we ihall only ooaplain «f 
the ihortnefs of our whole life. 

"•* O vita, ftulto longa, fapienti brevis •I'* 
O life, long to the fool, ihort to the wife ! 

The firft minifter of flate has not fo much bufineft 
ia pvbiic, as a wife man has in privates if theo«c 

f**0 vita, nifero loi^a, felici brevis !'* 

hav« 
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have little leifure to he alone, the other has lefs leiAire 
to be in company $ the one has but part'of the affairs 
of one nation, ' the other all the works of God and 
nature, under his coniideration. There is no faying 
fliocks me fo much as that which I hear very often, 
** That a man doe's not know how to pa(s his time.** 
It would' have been but ill-fpoken by Methufalem in 
the sine hundreth (ixty^ninth year of his life j fo far 
it is from us, who have not time enough to attain to 
the utmoft perf«£iion of any part of any fcience, to 
have caufe to complain that' we are forced to be idle 
for want of work. But this, you will fay, is work 
only for the learned ; others are not capable either of 
the employments or divertifements that arrive from 
letters. 1 know they are not^ and therefore cannot 
much recommend folitude' to a man totally illiterate. 
But, if any roan be fo unlearned, as to want enter- 
tainment of the little intervals of accidental folitude, 
^ which frequently occur in almoft all-conditions (ex- 
cept the very meaneft of the people, who have bufinels 
enough in the neceflary proviHons for life), it is truly 
a great fiiame both- to his parents and himfelf j for 
a very fmall portion of any ingenious ait will ftop up 
all thoi^ gaps of our time : either mufic, or painting, ' 
or defigning, or chemiftry, or hiftoiy, or gardening* 
or twenty other things, will do it uicftilly and plea- j 
iantly ; and> if he happen to fet his affe^lions upon 
poetry (which I do not advife him too immoderately)* | 
that will over-do it j no wood will be thick enough to 

hidt 
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Wde him from the importunities of company or buii« 
nef«, which would abftraft him from hit beloved. 

«< — O qui me gelidis in yallibus Haemi 
" Siftat, & ingcnti ramorum protegat umbra •. ?** 

Hail) old patrician trees, fo gttzt and good t ' 

Ha}], ye plebeian under- wpod ! 

Where the poetic birds rejoice. 
And for their quiet nefts and plenteona food 

Pay, with their grateful vpice. 

Hail, the poor Mufcs* richeft manorrfeat ! 
, Ye country-houfes and retreat. 

Which ail the happy gods fo love. 
That for you oft they quit their bright dnd great 

Metropolis above. 

Here Nature does a houfe for me ere^. 
Nature, the wifeft arcfaitefl, 
Who thofe fond artifts doee defpife 

That can the fair and 'living ti^eet negle^ j 
Yet the dead timber prize. 

Here let me, carelefs and unthoughtful lying. 
Hear the foft winds, above me flying. 
With all their wanton boughs difputc. 

And the more tuneful birds to both replying, 
Nor be myfelf, too, mute. 

• Virg, Georg. ii, 489. 
Vol. ii. U A filver 
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A $lyer ftrcam M^ roll liis waters ncatj 
Qilt witH thP fui^'^bfiains here ^ ^^re i 
On whofe cnamel'd bank I'll walk. 

And fee how prettify, th^y fnule, ^ad h(S9x 
Howprottilyrtiy^- 

Ah wr^^olicd and (oo iolitary he. 

Who loTCt not his own comp«ny 1 
He*ll ftel the wM^t of *t many a d^, 

Unler« he coil in fin or vanity 
To help to bear *t away* 

« Oh Solitude, firft ftate of human-kind ! 

Which bleft remainM, till man did find 
gv'n his own helper's company • 

. A« foon a» ^^^9 ^^ • tog«t^^ join'd. 
The ferpeat made up three. 

Tho* God himfelfc through countjcfe a^pe^ tfaee | 

His fi»le comfttnion cho^ to be, 

Tliee, facred Solitude^ alone, 
Before the branchy head of niunbcr's treie 

Sprang from the trunk of one. 

Thou (tho* men tiiink thine an unaftive part) 
poft break and time th' unruly heart, 
Which clfe would know no fettled pace, 

Making it move, well-mauag'd by thy art. 
With fwiftncfs and with £^cc. 
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Thoit the faint beaim of reafon^t fett«er^ tfght 

Bofty lilce a bnining-^lafs, unitej 

Boft multiply the feeble heat. 
And fortify the ftrength, till thofl doft bright 

And noble fires beget. 

Whilft this hard truth I teach) inethinkt, I fee 
The monfter London laugh at me | 
I &ould at thctt too, fooltik city I 

If it were fit to laugh at mifeiy i 
But thy eftate I pity. 

1m but thy wicked men from out thee go. 
And all the fools, that crowd thee fp. 
Even thou, who doft thy millions boaft, 

A village lefs than Iflington wilt grow, 
A folitude aimoft. 



N 



ni, 

OF OBSCUHITY. 

AM neque divitibus contingunt gaudift foHsi 
•* Nee vixit male, qui natus morienfque fet'cl- 
«< lit *.*• 

God made not pleafures only for the rich ; 
Nor have thpfcunen without their fhare too liv'd. 
Who bodi in life and death the world deceived. 

* Her. 1 Ep. xvii. 9. 

U * This 
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This ietms a ftriaoge fente^ce, thus litertdly tnnr- 
Jated, and looka as if it were in vindication of the men 
of bufinefs (for who elfe can deceive the world?); 
whereas' it is in commendation of thofe who live and 
die fo obfcurely, that the world takes no notice of 
them. This Horace calls deceiving the world $ and in 
another place ufes the fame phrafe *, 

«« — Secretum iter & fallentis femita vitae.^ 
The fecret trafts of the deceiving life. 

It is v«ry elegant in Latin, but our Engli(h word will 
hardly bear up to that fenfe j and therefore*Mr. Broom 
tranilates it very well — 

Or from a life, led, as it were, by ftealth. 

Yet we fay in our language, a thing deceives tour fight^ 
when it paiTes before us un perceived $ and we may fay 
well enough, oi^t of the fame author f. 

Sometimes with deep, fometimet with wine, we firive 
The cares of life and troubles to deceive. 

But that is not to deceive the world, but to deceive 
ourfelves, as Quintilian fays ^, ** vitam fallerf/* 
to draw on ftill, and amufe, and deceive, our life, till 
it be advanced infenfibly to the fatal period, and 
fall into that pit which nature hath prepared for it. 
The meaning of all this is no more than that moft 
vulgar faying, ** Bene qui latuit, bene vixit," He has 

• Hor. 1 Ep. xviii. 103. * f » Sat. vii. 114. 
X Declam. de Apib. 

iQ livtd 
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liveil well, who has lain well hidden ; which, if it he 
a truth, the world (I will fwcar) is fufficicntly deceive 
ed : for my part, I think it is, and that the pleafanteft 
coirdition of life is in incognito. What a brave pri- 
vilege k it, to be free from all contentions, from all 
envying or being envied, from receiving and from 
paying all kind of cei-emonies ^ It is, in my mind, 
a very delightful paftime, for two good and agreeable 
friends to travel up and down together, in places 
where they are by nobody known, nor know any ' 
body. It was the cafe of -ffineas and his Achates, 
when they walked invifibly about the fields and ftreets 
of Carthage. Venus herfelf 

A vail of thicken'd air around them caft. 

That none might know, or fee them, as they pafsM *, 

The common ftory of Demofthenes* confefiion, that he 
had taken great pleafure in hearing of a tanker-woman 
fay, as he pafled, *• This is that Demofthenes,'* is 
wonderfully ridiculous from fo fclid an orator. I my- 
felf have often met with that temptation to vanity (if 
it were any) ^ but am fo far from Anding it any plea- 
fui-e, that it only makes me run f after from the place, 
till I get, as it wei-e, out of iigbt^fiiot. Democritus 
relates, and in fuch a manner as if he gloried in the 
good- fortune and como^odity of it, that, wheh he canae 
to Athens^ nobody t;here did fo niuch as take notice 
of kim } and Epicurus lived there very wjeU^ that ia» 

• Virg. ^n. i, 415. 

U 3 -lay 
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lay hid many years in his gardens, fo famous find 
that time^ -with his friend Metrodorus : after whofe 
death, making in one of his Letters a kind conimemo- 
lation of the happinefs which they two had enjoyed 
together, he adds at laft, that he thought it no dispa- 
ragement to thofe great felicities of their life, that, ia 
the midft of the moft talked-of and talking country ia 
the world, they had lived fo long, not only without 
fame, but almoft without being heard of. And yet, 
within a very few years afterward, there were no two 
names of men more known, or more generally cele- 
brated. If we engage into a large acquaintance and 
various familiarities, we fet open our gates to the in- 
vaders of moft of our time : we expofe our life to a 
ouotidian ague of frigid impertinences, which would 
make a wife man tremble to think of. Now, as for 
being known much by fight, and pointed at, I cannot 
^comprehend the honour that lies in that t whatfoever it 
be, every mountebank has it more than the beft do^or, 
and the hangman more than the lord chief juftice of a 
city. Every creature has it, both of nature and art, 
if it be any ways extraordinary.' It was as often (aid, 
V This is that Bucephalus,** or, ** This is that Indta- 
ttts,'^ when they were led prancing through the ibeets, 
as, «« Thia is that Alexander,** or, « This is that Do- 
mitian}** and truly^ for the latier, I take Indtatos 
to have btfeA a much more honourable beaft than his 
aialbr» and fuoit deferviisg die xonfu^ip, dian he the 
empire. 

J]OTt 
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I love and commend a true good-fame, becanfe it ii 
tiie ihado# of virtue t not that it doth any good to the 
body which it accompaniety hot it it an elBcaciOua 
fiiadow, and, like that of St Peter, cures the difeafesof 
others. The beft kind of glory, no doubt, is that, 
which is refle6led from honefty, fuch as was the glory 
of Cato and Ariftides $ but it was harmful to them 
both, and is feldom beneficial to any man, wbilft he 
lives } what it is to him after his death, I cannot fay, 
becaufe I love not philoibphy merely notional and con« 
je6hiral, and no man who has made the experiment 
has been fo kind as to come back to inform iis. Vp** 
on the whole matten I account a perfon who bas a 
moderate mind ai^d fortune, and lives in the converia* 
tion of two or three agreeable friends, with little com- 
merce in the world befides, who is eftetmed well. 
(aougb by his few neighbours that know him, and is 
truly irreproachable by any body; and fo, after a 
healthful quiet life, before the great inconveniencies of • 
old-age, goes movt filently out of it than be came ia- 
(for I would not have him fo much as cry in the exit) % 
this innocent deceiver of the world, as Horace calls 
him, this *^ muta perfona,** I take to have been morv 
happy in his part, than. the .gveateft a6lors that &11 the 
ftage with (how and noife, nay, even than Auguftutf 
himfelf, who aflced, with his laft bMach, wbeilerlkf. 
had Aot played bla iiute yesy wdlt. . 



U 4r, SiNlCA, . 
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Sbnbca, ex Thycftc, Aa, II. Ghor. 
** Stet, quicumque volet potens/' &c. 

Upon th€ flippcry tops of human ftate. 

The gilded pinnacles of fate, 
Let others proudly ftand, and, for a while 

The giddy danger to beguile, 
With joy, and with difdain, look down on all. 

Till their heads turn, and down they fair. 
Jdtf O ye gods, on earth, or elfe fo near 

That I no fall to earth may fear, 
Andy O yegodsy at a good diflancc feat 

From the long niins of the great. • 
Here, wrapt in th* arms of quiet let me lie $ 

Q^iet, companion of obfcurity ! 
Here let my life with as much iilence Aide, 
As time, that meafures it, does glide. 
Nor let the breath of infamy or fame, 
From town to town echo about my name. 
Nor let my homely death embroider^ be 

With fcutcheon or with elegy. 

An old plebeian let me die, 
Alas ! all then are fuch as well as I. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear, 
The face of death will terrible appnr $ 
Who, in his life flattering his fenfelefs pride^ 
By being known to aU the world befide. 
Does not himfelf, when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither he's to go. 

IV. CP 
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IV. 
OF AGRICULTURE, 

TU £ firft wiih of Virgil (as you will find anon by 
Bis Terfes) was to be a good philofopher j the fe^ 
cond^a good hu(bandman s and God (whom he feemed 
to underftand better than moft of the moft learned hea- 
thens) dealt with him, juft as he did with Solomon ; be*> 
caufe he prayed for wifdom in the firft place, he added 
ail things elfe, which were fubordinately to be dedred. 
He made him one of the beil philofophers, and belt huf-; 
bandmen ; and, to adorn and communicate both thofe. 
faculties, the beft poet : he made him, befides all thisy 
a rich man, and a man who deiired to be no richer-^ 

" O fortunatus nimium, 8c bona qui fua noyitP* 

To be a hi]A>andman, is but a retreat from the city; to 
be a phiIo(<^ber, from the world ; or rather, a' retreat 
from the world, as it is man's, into the world, as it is 
God's. 

But, fince nature denies to moft men the capacity or 
appetite, and fortune allows but to a very few the op- 
portunities or poifibility, of applying themfelves wholly 
to philofophy, the beft mixture of human affairs that 
we can make, are the employments of a country life. ' 
It isj u Columella * calls it» « Res fine dabitationo 

• Lib, I* c. u • 

♦* proximay 
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^* proximay & quafi conikngiiinea fapientiae/* the sear- 
eft neighbour, or rather nei^t fn kindred, to phiIoro{»fay. 
Varro fa^rs, the principles of it are the fame which £d- 
niut madfe to be the principles of alt nafttrt. Earth, 
WatU'^ Air, and the Sun. It does certainly compre- 
Iwftd more parti of phildft^h^j tRair ahy ote profeflioD, 
art» or feience, in the world befidet t and therefote Ci- 
^Cfo fays f , tbe plcafia-es of a hulbaadman, ** mihi ad 
<* fi^cstis vitam proxime Tidientur accedepe/* come 
very nigh to thofe of a phiiofopher. There is no other 
^hfft of Hfe that affotda fo many branches of praife to a 
paficgyrift : The utility of it to a man^s felf ^ the uTe- 
MtHefsy or rtther necetifity, ofit to all the reft of man- 
Ibiftd ; Iha lAAocence, the pleifurei the antifiHty, tbe 
dignity* 

TJie Utility (I iB^an^aiiiiy the \wcit of it) it not fo 
great, now in our nation, as arifes from merchandife 
and the trading of the city, from whence many of the 
lieft eftates .and chief honours of ^ kingdom are de- 
rived I we have no roe& now fetched front the plough 
to be made lords^. as they were in Rome to be mado 
confuls and dilators $ the reafon of which I-co|[iceir6 
t^ be from an evil cuftom, now grown as ftroog amoag 
us as if it were a law| which is, that no men put their 
children to be bred-up iq^prentiees in agricultural as ia 
other tradesi but fueh who areXo poor, that» when they 
come to be men, they have not wherewithal to ict up • 
«| \ip and fo caA fnly fann fyv^t fmall p^^e&.vf gmnkli 

t De Seaea. 

the 
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tb? lent of which deyoql^ til b«t the bare fabfiftence 
of the tenant i whilft thi^y who are propieton of die 
land are either too pi^oud, or, for want of that kind of 
education^ too ignorant, to improve their eftate»| though 
the means of doing it be aa eafy and ceruin in thit^ at 
in any other track of commerce. If there were always 
two or three thoofand youths, for feven or eight yeart» 
bound to thia profeflion, that they might learn thf 
whole art of it, and afterwards be enabled to be maf- 
ters in it, by a moderate ftock } I cannot doubt but that 
we flioald fee aa many aldermen's eftatea made in tfat 
country, as now we do out of all kind of merchandt^ 
zing in the city. There are aa many waya to be ricfa^ 
asd, which is better, there ia no poifibility to be poor^ 
without fuch negligence aa can neither have excufe nor 
pity I for a little ground will without queftion feed « 
little family, and the fuperfluitiea of lift (which are noi^ 
in fome cafea by cuftora made almoft neceflary) muft 
be fupplied out of the Aiperabundaace of art and indufi* 
try, or contemned by aa great a degst^ of philo^ 
fophy. 

Aa for the Neceffity of this art, it ia evident enough, 
fince thia can live without all otbera, and no one othei^ 
without this. Thia ia like ipcech^ without which thi 
fociety of men cannot be preferved } the othefa liki^ 
figurea and tropefe of fpeech, which (hrve «nly to adorn 
it. Many nationa have lived, ind feme do illl, with* 
out any art but thiai hot fo elegantly, I eonftfa, biit 
ftill they live i and alihoft ail the other irts^ wh^eh tat 
here praaiMi ara hAMen to thia for inM ot thei» 
Bmteriala* 

Th« 
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The Innocence of this life is the next thing for 
which I commend it $ and if huflmndmen preferve 
not that, they are much to blame, for rio men are fo 
fret from the temptations of iniquity. They live by 
what they can get by induftry from the earth ; and 
others, by what they can catch by craft* from men. 
They live upon an eftate given them by their mother j 
and others, upon an eftate cheated from their brethren. 
They live, like fheep and kine, by the allowances of 
nature ; and others, like wolves and foxes, by the ac- 
quifitions of rapine. And, I hope, I may affirm (with- 
out any offence to the great) that fheep and kine are 
very ufeful, and that wolves and foxes are pernicious 
creatures. They are, without difpute, of all men the 
moft quiet, and leaft apt to be inflamed to the dtfturb- 
ance of the commonwealth : their manner of life in- 
clines them, and intereft binds them, to loye peace : 
in our late mad and miferable civil wars, all other 
tra4es, even to the meaneft, fet forth whole troops, and 
laifed up. fome gnait commanders, who became famous 
and mighty for the mifchiefs they had done : but I do 
|iot remember the name of any one huibandman, who 
had fo coniiderable a fiiare in the twenty years min of 
his cQUQtrey, as to deferve the curfes of his coun- 
trymen. 

. And if great delights be joined with fo much inno- 
cence, I think it is ill done of men, not to take them 
here, where they, are fo tame, and ready at hand, rather 
than hunt for them in courts and cities, where they are 
i« wil<U susd thQchace fo troublefome and dangerous. 

We 
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We arehere anong the vaft and nobU feeaet of na^ 
ture $ we are tbcre among the j^itifiil ihifts of poliey %, 
we walk here in the light and open way^t of the divine 
bounty ; we grope there in the dark and confnfed laby- 
rinths of human malice t our feafea arcL here /eafted 
with the elear and genuine -tafte of their objef^s j which; 
are all fophifticated there, and for the moft part oirecw 
whelmed with their contraries. Here pleaAire looks,, 
methinks, like a beautiful, conftant« and modeft wife ; 
it is there an impudent, fickle, and painted harlot. Here 
is harmlefs and cheap plenty j there guilty andexpence-: 
ful luxury. 

I 0iall only inilance in one delight more, the moil 
natural and beft-natured of all others, a perpetual coro-* 
panion of the husbandman i and that is, the fatisfa^lioiv 
of looking round about him, and feeing nothii)g but 
the effc6ls and improvements of his own art and dili- 
gence ; to be always gathering of fome fruits of iv 
and at the fame time to behold others ripening, and 
others budding : to fee all his fields and gardens co«. 
yered with the beauteous creatures of his own induilry ^ 
and to fee, like God, that all his works are good ; 

<< —Hinc atque hinc glomcrantur Oreadcs ; ipfi 
«' Agricolae taciturn peitcntant gaudia peftus ••'* 
On his heart-ftrings a fecret joy does ftrike. 

The Antiquity of his art is certainly not to be con* 
ttfted by any other. The three firft men in the world, 

• Virg. Ma, i, 504, &c* 

were 
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ipvBie a gasdtner, a |do«£^a»y and a gmacr | and if 
any ma|i objed that die ^Kpnd of dMic was a mar- 
dwrer, I defirt lie woqld coaiidery tkat as Iboa as he 
wu foy 1» qaktsd oar proltffion, aod tamed builder. 
It is for this reafoa, i foppofe, that£cclefiaiacut * for- 
llids m to hate baibandiy | H bccaiife/* fays be, «< the 
«' Moft Higk has «retied it/* We are ail born to this 
arty and taught by natute to aourifii our bodies by the 
ftiaie eardi out of which they were made, aad to which 
^ey muft letunii and pay at laft for their fufte- 
nance. 

Behold the original and primitive nobility of all thoft 
great perfonn, who are too proud now, not only to tiU 
the ground, but almolfc to tread upon it. We may talk 
what we pleafe of lilies, and Hons rampant, and (pvcad-^ 
•aglesy in fields d^9r or tt argent i but) if heraldry 
were guided by reafon, a plough in a field arable 
would be the moft noble aad an^ieat arms. 

All thefe jsonftderations make rae hll into the won- 
der and complaint of Columella, how it (hould come 
lo pafs that all arts or fciences (for the difpute, which 
is an art, and which a fcience^ does not belong to the 
curidity of us huibandmen) mctaphyiicky phyfick, mo- 
rality» mathematicks^ logick^ rfaetorick, &c. which aie 
ally I grant, good and ufeful faculties (except only 
metaphy(ick, which I do not know wh^her it be any 
tbiag or ^o) but even vaulting, fencings danaag, 
f^pin^* '^991't'^f S^^&9 ^4 fafh-like vaakiesy 
lliottld all have public fchools and matters i and yet 

"• Chap. vii. ts^ 

X that 
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that ^^ihould Qcver fee pr he^ of any aian» who tooi^ 
upon bim the profeflion of teaching this fo pleafant, C^ 
^irtvous, fo profitabky fo honourable, fp ne^eflaq| 
art. 

A man would thlnkt when he is in feriou^ bumouri 
that it were but a Yain, irrational, ^nd ridiculous thing 
for a great company of men and women to ran up an4 
down IB a room, together, in a hundred feveral poftufsf 
and figures, to no purpoCe, and with.no defignj aa4 
therefore dancing was invented firft, and only pra£Ufec| 
ancieBtly, in the ceremonies of the heathen religion^ 
which coniifted all in mommery and madnefsi the lat^ 
ter being the chief glory of the worfliip, and accoonte4 
divine infpiration : this, I fay,, a fevere man wouh) 
think ; thjpngh I dare not det^mine fo far again& fc^ 
cuftomary a part, now, of good- breeding;. And ye^ 
whp M tbe» a^nong our gentry, that does not entex;tavi| 
a danp^-mad^ for has ci^ikhren,. aa foon as they zr^ 
able to waJJj; ) Uu\, did ever any father 4)rovide a tiftot 
for his (on, tO; inffcrud him beiimen in th,e nature and^ 
improvcsxieiits of that land which he intended to leav«t 
him ? That is a^ leaft a fupierfluity, and this a dsfeStf^ 
in our manner of edi^oatioa $ .and therefore I could i^dfli 
(hot cannot in tbeie times mnch hope to fee it) that ooft 
college in each univeHity were ere£led, and ^pproprit 
Ved to this ftudy, as well as ther^ are to medicme anci 
the civil law : there would be no need of making a bo« 
dy of ftholait and fellows, with certain endpwments^ 
9fi in oth^ colleges $ it woi)ld fiiflice, if, after the man-. * 
3M 9t kaUar in G^vdf thprs ww« only four prqfeflbrs : 
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conftitutcd (for it would be too much work for cnljT 
6ne' mafter, or principal, as they call him there) ta 
teach thefe four parts of it 2 Firft, Aration, and all 
things relating to it. Secondly, Pafturage. Thirdly, 
CJardens, Orchards, Vineyards, and Woods. Fourth- 
ly, all parts of Rural Oeconomy ; which would contain 
the government of Bees, Swine, Poultry, Decoys, 
Ponds, &c. and all that which Varro calls ** villaticas 
iaftiones,*' together with the fports of the field (which 
ought to be looked upon not only as pleafures, but as 
parts of houfe- keeping), and the domeftical tonfenra- 
tion and ufes of all that is brought in by induftry a- 
broad. The bufinefs of thefe profeflbrs fhould not be, 
as Is commonly praflifed in other arts, only to read 
|jompou« and fuperficial leftures, out of Virgil's 
Georgics, Pliny, Varro, or Columella; but to inftnift 
fheir pupils in the whole method and courfe of this 
ihidy, which might be run through perhaps with dili- 
gence hi a year or two 5 and the continual fucceflion of 
ftholars, upon a moderate taxation for their diet, lodg- 
JTig, and learning, would be a fufficicnt conftant reve- 
nue for maintenance of the houfe and the profetbrs, 
who fhould be men not chofen for the oftentation of 
cfritical literature, but for folid and experimental know- 
ledge of the things they teach 5 fuch men, fo induftri- 
Ous and public-fpirited, as I conceive Mr. Hartlib^ta 

♦ A gentleman, of whom it may be enough to fay* 
that he had the honour to live in the friendftiip of Medc 
and Milton. The former of thefe great men addrefled 
fyme letters to hijn, and the latter, bis •< Traaate oa 
Education.** H. 

be, 
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be, if the gentleman be yet alive : but it is needlcfs to 
fpeak further of my thoughts of this defign, unlefs 
the prefent difpofition of the age allowed more proba- 
bility of bringing it into execution. What I have 
further to fay of the country life, fliall be borrowed 
from the poets, who were always the moft faithful and 
aiFe^Ionate friends to it. Poetry was born among 
the ihepherds. 

** Nefcio qua natale folum dulccdine Mufas 

** Ducit & immemores non finit effe fui ♦.** 
The M^fes ftill love their own native place ; 
'T has fecret charms, which nothing can deface. 

The truth is, no other place is proper for their 
work J one might as well undertake to dance in a 
crowd, as to make good verfes in the midA of noife 
and tumult. 

As well might corn, as verfe, in cities grow 5 
In vain the thanklefs glebe we plow and fow : 
Againft th' unnatural foil in vain we ftrive; 
'Tis not a ground, in which thefe plants will thrive. 

It will bear nothing but the nettles or thorns of 
fatire, which grow moft naturally in the worft earth j 
and therefore almoft all poets, except thofe who were 
not able to eat bread without "the bounty of great men, 
that is, without what they could get by flattering of 

• Ovid, I Ep. ex Pont. iii. 55. 
Vol. II. X them. 
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theniy bave not only wididrawn tliemfelves from the 
viced and vanities of the grand world^ 
— *-— pttriter vitiifquc }ocilque 
Altius bitmanki exem^re caput *, 

into the innocent happlneft of a retired life ; but have 
commended and adorned nothing Co much by their 
e^^r-living poems. Hefiod was the firft or fecond 
poet in the world that remains yet extant (if Homer, 
as fome throky preceded him, but I rather believe they 
were cimteroporaries) ; and he is the Hrft writer too of 
the art of hu(bandry: ** he has contributed (fays 
Columella) not a little to our profeffion j" I fuppofe, 
he means not a little honour, for the matter of his in- 
fini£lton» is not very tnfportant } his great antiquity 
is vifible through the gravity and fimpticity of his flile. 
The moft acute of all his fayingc concerns our purpofe 
very much, and is couched in the reyerend obfcurity 
of an oracle, irxtpy nfjugv wav^o;, The half is more than 
the whole. The occafion of the fpeech is this; his 
brother Perleus had, by corrupting fome great men, 
{Qan\Ui Ix^o^ayuiy great bribe-eaters he calls them), 
gotten from him the half of his ellate. It is no matter 
(fays he) j they have not done me fo much prejudice 
as tbey imagine x 

NqTfOf, »)^* ^ae-ff, X. r. X. 
Unhappy they, to whom God has not reveal'd 
By a ftrong light which muft their fenfe controle 
That half a great cftate 's more than: the whole: 

• Ovid. Fa^. i. 300. 

Unhappyi 
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IJnhHppy, from whom ttill coflceatM docs lis 
Of roots and herbs the ^hoiefome luxury.* 

This I conceive to have been honeft Hefiod's ;r.can- 
ing. From Homer we mufl: not expcft much r.iyu- 
cerning out* affair*, fle was blind, and could nei.h^r 
work in the country, nor enjoy the pleafures of il ; 
his helplefs poverty was likelieft to be fuftained in the 
ticheft places ^ hs was to delight the Grecians with 
fine tales of the wars, and adventures of thoir an- 
teftors 5 liis fubje6l removed him from all commerce 
with us, and yet, methinks, he made a (hift to fhew 
his good-will a little. For, though be could do us 
BO honour in the perfon of his hero Ulyffes (much lefs 
t)f Achilles), becaufe his whole time was confumed in 
wars and voyages j yet he makes his father Laertes a 
gardener all that while, and feeking his confolation for 
the abfence of his fon in the pleafure of planting and even 
dunging his own grounds. Ye fee he did not contemn 
us peafants $ nay, fo far was he from that iafolence, 
that he always flyles £umsu9» who kept the ho^, 
with wonderful reffoSk, ^ibr v^fiw, the divine fwinc-. 
herd 2 he could have done no more for Menelaus or 
Agamemnon. And Theocrihis {a very aiicient poet, 
but he was one of our own tribe, for htt ^rt>te wothmg 
hut paiinrals} gasre the iame epithet to aa hiiiband^ 
«ian, 

■■ ■ <ljetlt€iB?> Key &y(ivnQ^ 
♦ Idyll, xxv. Vcr. 51. 
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The divine hii(bandman replied to Hercules, who was 
but XToc, himfelf, Thefe were civil Greeks, and who 
underftood the dignity of our calling! Among the 
Komans we have, in the firft place, our truly-divine. 
Virgil, who, though by the favouir of Maecenas and 
Auguilus he might have been one of the chief men of 
Rome, yet chofe rather to employ much of his time in 
the exercife, and much of his immortal wit in the 
praife and inftru^lions, of a ruftic life ; who, though 
he had written before whole books of paftorals and 
georgics, could not abftain in his' great and imperial 
poem from defcribing Evander, one of his beft princes, 
as living juft after the homely manner of an ordinary 
countryman. He feats him in a throne of maple, and 
lays him but upon a beards -(kin ; the kin'e and oxen 
ate lowing in his court-yard j the birds under the eves 
of his window call him up in the morning j and when 
he goes abroad, only two dogs go along with him for 
his guard : at laft, when he" brings -ffineas into his 
royal cottage, he makes him fay this memorable com- 
pliment, greater than ever yet was fpoken at the Ef- 
curial, the Louvre, or our Whitehall : 

^-— . ** Haec (inquit) limina viftor 
** Alcides fubiit, haec ilium regia cepit t 
** Aude, hofpes, contemnere opes : & te quoque dig* 

** num 
« Finge Deo rebufifue vcni non afpcr egenis •.'' 

* Virg. JEn, Yiii. 365. 
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This humble roof, this niftic court (faid he) 
Received Alcidcs, crown'd with viftory : 
Scorn not, great gueft, the fteps where he has trod j 
But contemn wealth, and imitate a God. 

The next man, whom we are much obliged to^ 
both for his doctrine and example, is the next bell 
poet in the world to Virgil, his dear friend Horace $ 
who, when Auguftus had deiired Maecenas to perfuadc 
him to come and live domeftically and at the famt 
table with him, and to be fecretary of ftate of the 
whole world under him, or rather jointly with 
him, for he fays, ** ut nos in epiilolis fcribendis ad- 
" juvet," could not be tempted to forfake his Sabin, 
or Tiburtin manor, for fo rich and fo glorious a 
trouble. There was never, I think, fuch an example 
as this in the world, that he ihould have £o much mo- 
deration and courage as to refufe an offer of fuch 
greatnefs, and tihe emperor fo much generpfity and 
good-nature as not to be at all offended with his re- 
fufal, but to retain ftill the fame kindnefs, and ex- 
prcfs it often to him in mod friendly and familiar 
letters, part of which are ftill extant. If I fhould pro- 
duce all the paflVges of this excellent author upon the 
feveral fubje6ls which I treat of in this book, I muft 
be obliged to tranflate half his works; of which. J 
may fay more truly tl^n^ in my opinion he did pf 
Homer j 

. X J Qui, 
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Qui, quid fit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid 

non> 
Phtaius & melius Chryfippo & Crantore dkit *• 

I (hall content myfelf upon this particular theme 
with three only, oile out of his Odes, the other out of 
his Satires, the third out of his Epiftles } and (hall 
fcu'bear to colle^b the fuifrages of all other poets, 
which may he found fcattered up and down through 
all their writings, and eipeclally in 'Martial's. But I 
muft not omit to make fome excufe for the bold un- 
dertaking of my own unfldlful pencil upon the beau- 
ties of a face that has been drawn before by fo many 
great mailers ; efpecially, that I diould dare to do it 
in Latin verfes (though of another kind), and have 
the confidence to translate them« I can only fay that 
I love the matter, and that ought to coyer many 
faults ; and that I run not to contend with thoft be* 
ibre me, but follow to applaud thep. 



A Tranflation out of Virgil. 

Georg. Lib. II. 458. 

OH happy (if his happinefs he knows) 
The country fwain, on whom kind Heaven bcftows 
At home all riches, that wif^nature needs ; 
Whpm the juft earth with eafy plenty feeds. 

• I Ep. ii. 3. 



•Tii 
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Tls true, no morning tide of clients comes. 

And fills the painted channels of his rooms. 

Adoring the rich figures, as they pafs, 

In tapeftry wrought, or cut in living brais | 

Nor is his wool fuperfluoufly dyM 

With the dear poiibn of Aflyrian pride t 

Nor do Arabian perfumes vainly fpoil 

The native ufe and fweetnefs of his oil. 

Inftead of thefe, his calm and harmlefs Iif«, 

Free from th^ alarms of fear, and ftorms of ftrife. 

Does with fubftantial bledednefs abound, 

And the foft wings of peace cover him round : 

Through artlefs grots the murmuring waters glide i 

Thick trees both againft heat and cold provide. 

From whence the birds falute him ; and his ground 

With lowing herds and bleating fheep does found j^ 

And all the rivers, and the forefts nigh, 

Both food and game, and exercife, fupply. 

Here a well-hardcn'd, active youth we fee. 

Taught the great art of chearful poverty. 

Here, in this place alone> there ftill do (liine 

Seme ftreaks of love, both human and divine } 

From hence Aftrsa took her flight, and here 

Still her laft footfteps upon earth appear. 

*Tis true, the firlt defire, which does control 

All the in-ferior wheeLs that move my foul. 

Is, that the Mufe me her high-prieft would make. 

Into her holieft fcenes of myftery take, 

And open there, to my mind's purged eye, 

Thofe wonders, which to fenfe the gods deny : 

X 4 How 
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How in the moon fuch change of (hapes is found. 
The moon, the changing world's eternal bound ; 
What (hakes the folid earthy what ftrong dileaie 
Dares trouble the finn centre's 'ancient eafe ; 
What makes the fea retreat, and what advance 
** (Varieties tgo regular for chance) ;" 
What drives the chariot on of winter's light. 
And ftops the lazy waggon of the night. 
But, if my dull and frozen blood deny 
To fend forth fpirits, that raife a foul fo high. 
In the next place, let woods and rivers be 
My quiet, though inglorious, deftiny. 
In life's cool vale let my low fcene be laid } 
Cover me, gods, with Tcmpe's thickelt ihade. 
Happy the man, I grant, thrice happy, he. 
Who can through grofs cfFefts their caufes fee : 
Whofe courage from the deeps of knowledge fprings. 
Nor vainly fears inevitable things ; 
But does his walk of virtue calnily go 
Through all th' alarms of death and hell below. 
Happy ! but, next fuch conquerors, happy they, 
Whofe hCimble life lies not in fortune's way. 
They unconcernM, from their fafe diftant feat. 
Behold the rods and fceptres of the great} 
The quarrels of the mighty without fear, 
And the defcent of foreign troops, they hear; 
Nov can ev'n Rome their fteady courfe mifguidc, 
With all the luitre of her peri/hing pride. 
Them never yet did ftrife or avarice draw 
lato the noify markets of the law, 
^ The 
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The camps of gowned war ; nor do they live 
By rules or forms, that many madmen give. 
Duty for nature's bounty they repay. 
And her fole laws religioufly obey. 

Some with bold labour plow the faithlefs main, 
Sbme rougher ftorras in princes' courts fuflain : 
Some fv^rell up their flight fails with popular fame, 
Charm'd with the foolifh whiftlings of a name: 
Some their vain wealth to earth again commit j 
With endlefs cares fome brooding o'er it iiti 
Countrey and friends are by fome wretches fold. 
To lie on Tyrian beds, and drink in gold j 
No price too high for profit can be thown j 
Not brothers' blood, nor hazards of their own: 
Around the world in fearch of it they roam. 
It makes ev'n their antipodes their home j 
Meanwhile, the prudent hufbandman is found. 
In mutual duties driving with his ground. 
And half the year he care of that does take. 
That half the year grateful returns does make. 
Each fertile month does fome new gifts prefent. 
And with new work his induftry content. 
This the young lamb, that the foft fleece, doth yield j 
This loads with hay, and that with corn, the field } 
All forts of fruit crown the rich autumn's pride t 
And on a fwelling hill's warm ftony fide. 
The powerful princely purple of tb« vine. 
Twice dy'd with the redoubled fun, does fliinie. 
In th' evening to a fair cnfuing day. 
With joy he fees his flocks and kids to play s ) 
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And loaded kine about his cottage ftand. 
Inviting with known found the milker's hand $ 
And when from, wholefome labour he doth come^ 
With wilhes to be there, and wifti'd-for home. 
He meets at door the fofteft human bliffes. 
His chafte wife's welcome, and dear children's kilTes* 
When any rural holidays invite 
His genius forth to innocent delight. 
On earth's fair bed, beneath fome facred £hade» 
Amidft his equal friends careleffly laid. 
He fmgs thee, Bacchus, patron of the vinej 
The beechen bowl foams with a flood of wincj 
Not to the lofs of reafon, or of flrength i 
To aftive games and manly fport,* at length, 
Their mirth afcends, and with fiird veins they fee 
Who can the beft at better trials be. 
From fuch the old Hetrurian virtue rofe ; 
Such was the life the prudent Sabins chofe ; 
Such, Remus, and the god, his brother, led; 
From fuch firm-footing Rome grew the world's head. 
Such was the life that, ev'n till now, does raife 
The honour of poor Saturn's golden days : 
Before men, born of earth, and buried there. 
Let-in t)ie fea their mortal fate to Hi are : 
Before new ways of perishing were fought j 
Before unikilful death on anvils wrought ; 
Before thofe beafts, which human life fuftaioy 
By men, unlefs to the gods ufe^ were ilain. 

Uoi. 
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HOR. Epod. Ode II. 

HAPPY the man, whom bounteous gods allow 
With his own hands paternal grounds to plough t 
Like the firft golden mortals happy, he, 
From bufinefs and the cares, of money free f 
No human ftorms break off at kind his deep ; 
No loud alarms of nature, on the deep : 
From all the cheats of law he lives fecure. 
Nor does th' affronts of palaces endure. 
Sometimes, the beauteous, marriageable vine 
He to the lufty bridegroom elm does join $ 
Sometimes he lops the barren trees around. 
And grafts new life into the fruitful wound j 
Sometimes he fh«ars his ilock, and fomctimes he 
Stores up the golden treafures of the bee. 
He fees his lowing herds walk o'er the plain, 
Whilft neighbouring hilb I owe back to them again j 
And, when the feafon, rich as well as gay. 
All her autumnal bounty does difplay, 
How is he plea&M th* increafmg ufe to fee 
Of his well-trufted labours bend the tree I 

Of which large (hares, on the glad facred days. 
He gives to friends, and to the gods repays. 

With how much joy does he, beneath fome fhado 

By aged trees' reverend embraces made. 

His carelefs head on the frefh green recline,. 

His head uncharg'd with fear or with dcfign. 

By him a river conftantly complains, 

The birds above rejoice with various ftralnsi 

Aiut 
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And In the folemn fcene their orgies keep^ 
Like dreams, mizM with the gravit)' of fleep j 
Sleep, which, does always there for entrance wait. 
And nought within againft it ihuts the gate. 

Nor does the rougheft feafon of the (ky^ 
Or fullen Jove, all fports to him deny. 
He runs the mazes of the nimble hare. 
His well-mouthM dogs* glad concert rends the airj 
Or with game bolder, and rewarded more. 
He drives into a toil the foaming boar i 
Here flies the hawk t* aifault, and there the net 
To intercept, the travailing fowl, is fet ; 
And all his malice, all his craft, is Hiown 
In innocent wars on beails and birds alone. 
This is the life from all misfortunes free, 
From thee, the great one, tyrant Love, from thee j 
And, if a chafte and clean, though homely, tvife 
Be added to the bleffings of this life, — 
Such as the ancient fun-burnt Sabins were. 
Such as Apulia, frugal ftill, does bear, — 
Who makes her children and the houfe her care. 
And joyfully the work of life does ihare, 
Nor thinks herfelf too noble or too fine 
To pin the (heepfold or to milch the kine. 
Who waits at door againft her hulband come 
From rural duties, late and wearied, home. 
Where flie receives him with a kind embrace, 
A chearful fire, and a more chearful face ; 
And fills the bowl up to her homely lord. 
And with domcilic plenty loads the board j 

9' Not 
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Not all the luftful fhell-fifh of the fea, 
Drefs'^d by the wanton hand of luxury. 
Nor ortolans, nor godwits, nor the reft 
Of colHy names that glorify a feaft. 
Are at the princely tables better chear,] 
Than lamb and kid, lettuce and olives, here. 



THE COUNTRY MOUSE. . 

A Paraphrafe upon Horace, Book II. Sat. vi« 

AT the large foot of a fair hollow tree, 
Clofe to ploughM ground, feated commodioufly, 
His ancient and hereditary houfe. 
There dwelt a goo^ fubftantial country moufe j 
Frugal, and grave, and careful of the main. 
Yet one who once did nobly entertain 
A city moufe, well -coated, ileek, and gay, 
A moufe of high degree, which loft his way, 
A^antonly walking forth to take the air. 
And arriv'd early, and belighted, there. 
For a day's lodging : the good hearty hoft 
(The antient plenty of his hail to boaft) 
Did all the ftores produce, that might excite. 
With various taftes, the courtier^s appetite* 

Fitchc* 
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Fitches and beans, peafon and oats, and wheat. 

And a large chefnut, the delicloos meat 

Which Jove himfelf, were he a moufe, would eat. 

Andy for a baut gaufi, there was mixt with thefe 

The fwerd of bacon, and the coat of cheefe s 

The precious reliques which, at harveft, he 

Had gather*d from the reaper*s luxury. 

Freely (faid he} fall on, and never fpare. 

The bounteous gods will for to^^norrow care. 

And thus at eafe, on beds of ftraw, they lay. 

And to their genius facrific'd the day : 

Yet the nice gueft's Epicurean mind, 

(Though breeding made him civil feem and kind) 

Dei^s'd this country feaft ; and (lilt his thought 

Upon the cakes and pies of London wrought. 

Your bounty and civility (faid he). 

Which I'm furprizM in theft rude parts to fee. 

Shews that the gods have given you a mind 

Too nobib for the fate which here you find. 

Why ihould a foul, fo virtuous and fo great, 

Lofe itfelf thus in an obfcure retreat ? 

Let favage beafts lodge in a country den ; 

You (hould fee towns, and manners knciw, and men ; 

And taftc the generous luxury of the court, 

Wher call the mice of quality relbrl f 

Where thoufahd beauteous fixes about you rtiOve, 

And, by high fare, are pliant made to lore. 

We all, ere long, rtuft render'up our brtath 5 

Ko cave or h6le cao flleltef us froth death. 

Sioce 
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Since life is fo oticertain, and Co (hort, 
Let's fpcnd it all in feafting and in fport* 
Come, -worthy fii*, come with mc and partake 
All the great things that mortals huppy make. 

Alas I what Tirtue Math fiifficUnt armft 
T' oppofe bright honour, and foft pkaTure^s charms i 
What w'lCdom can their magic force repel ? 
It draws this reverend hermit from his cell. 
It was the time, When witty poet$ tell, 
«rhat Phoebus into Thetis' bdfom fell : 
<' She blulh*d at firft, and then put out the light, 
<* And drew the modeft curtains of the night." 
Plainly the truth to tell, the fun was fet, 
When to the town our wearied travellers get i 
To a lord's houfe, as lordly as can be. 
Made fbr the ufe of pride and luxury. 
They come ; the gentle courtier at the door 
Slops, and will hardly enter in before ; 
But 'tis, fir, your coramnnd, and being fo, 
Vm fworn t' obedience j and fo in they go. 
Behind a hanging, in a fpacio^s room 
(The richeH work df Mortclake's noble loom) 
They wait a while, their wearied limbs to reft. 
Till filence fhould invite them to their feaft. 
** About the hour that Cynthia's filver light 
" Had touch'd the pale meridies of the night j'* 
At laft, the various flipper being done. 
It happened that the company was gone 
Into a room remote, fervants and all, 
To pleafe their noble fancies with a ball. 

I Our 
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Our hoft leads forth his ftranger, and does .£ad 
All fitted to the bounties of his mind. 
Still on the table half-fiird dilhes flood, 
And with delicious bits the floor was flrew'd. 
The courteous moufe prefents him with the heft. 
And both with fat varieties arc bitft. ' 
Th' induflrious peafant every where does range. 
And thanks, the gods for his life's happy change* 
"Lo ! in the midft of a well-freighted pyc. 
They both at lafl glutted and wanton lie j 
When,, fee the fad reverfe of profperous fate. 
And what fierce ftorms on mortal glories wait I 
With hideous noife down the rude fervants come. 
Six dogs before run barking into th^ room ; 
The wretched gluttons fly with wild affright. 
And hate the fullnefs, which retards their flight. 
Our trembling peafant wifhes now, in vain. 
That rocks and mountains covered him again j 
Oh, how the change of his poor life he curfl I 
This, of all lives (fald he) is fure the worft i 
Give me again, ye godsi my cave and wood I 
With peac£« let tares and acorns be my food I 



A Para* 
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A Caraphrafe vpon the loth EpilUe of the Firft Book 
«f Horace. 

Horace to Fuscixs Artstius. 

HEALTH, from the lover of the country, me, 
Health, to the lover of the city, thee j 
A difference in our fouls, this only proves ) 
In all things elfe, we agrefc like married doves. 
But the warm neft and crowded dove-houfe thou 
Doft like ; I loofely fly from bough to bough. 
And rivers'drittk, and all the ihining day 
Upon fair trees or moily rocks I play } 
In fine, I live and reign, when I retire 
From all that you equal with heaven admire ; 
Like one at lail from the {n*ieft^s fervice fled. 
Loathing the honied cakes, I long for bread. 
Would I..a houfe for happinefs ereA, 
Nature alone fliould be the architeft. 
She M build it more convenient >than great. 
And dqubtlefs in the counti'y choofe her ieat^ 
Is there a pia^e doth. better helps fupply 
Againft the wounds of winter's cruelty ? 
Is there an air,, that gentlier does afluage 
The mad celeftial dog's, or lion's, rage? 
Is it not there that deep (and only there) 
Nor i^oife without, nor cares within^ does fear 7 
Does art through pipes a purer >wat^r bring. 
Than that, which nature ftrains into a fpring I 

Vol.!!. • * ST . . C«« 
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Can all your tdp'ftnen, or your pidures, fliow 
More beauties, than in herbs and flowers do grew T 
Fountains and treetf our wearied pride do pkafe, 
£Y*n in the midft of gilded palacea. 
And in your towns, that profpe^l: giyes delight, 
Whi^h opens round the country to our fight. 
Men to the good, from which th«y raflily fly. 
Return at laft ) and their wild luxury 
Does but i« vain with thofe true joys contend^ 
Which nature did to mankind recommend. 
The man w1u> changes gold for bumiih^d brafst 
Or fmall right gems for larger ones of glafs. 
Is not, at length, more certain Co bf made 
Ridiculous, and wretched by the trade. 
Than he, who fells a folid good, to boy 
The painted goods of pride and Tanity. 
If thou be wife, ao glorious fortune choofe. 
Which ^tis but paiji to keep, yet grief to lofe) 
For, when we plac^ eT*n trifles in the heart. 
With trifles floo, unwillingly we part* 
An humble reof, pbia bed, and homely board. 
More clear, untainted pieafures do afford. 
Than all the tumult of vain greatnefs brmgi 
To kings. Or to the favourites of kings. 
The homed deer, by nature armM fo well, 
Did with the horie in common pafture dwell { 
And, when ^ey fought, the field it always was. 
Till the ambitious horfe begged hdp of nan. 
And took the bridle, and thencefoi^ did reiga 
Scwrely alone, at lord of all ]he plain i 

S«t 
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But never after could the nder get 
Ffom'off hit back, or from his mouth the Bit. 
So they, who poverty too much do fiear, 
T* avoid that weight, a greater burden bear ; 
That they might power above their eqtiAU hafve, 
To crael mafters they tbemfelves enflave. 
For goldy their liberty ejtchang'd we fee^ 
That faireft Slower, which crowns humanity ♦. 
And all this mifchtef does upon them Kght» 
Only, becanfe they know not how, arigliti 
That great, but fecTet, happtnefs tor prize. 
That *s laid up in a little, for the wife i 
That is the bcfl and ea^ft eftate, ^ 
Which to a mah fits clofe, but not too ftrait $ 
Til like a ihoe; it pinches and it burns» 
Too narrow; and too largei it overturns. 
My deareft friehd ! ftop thy defires at lai^, 
And chearfully enjoy the \^ealth thou hftfis 
And, if me ftill feeking for more you fte> 
Chide and reproach, defplfe and laugh at me% 
Moi)ey was made, not to command our will. 
But all our lawful pleafnres to fulfil t 
Shame and woe to us, if we our wealth obey $ 
The hoffc doth with the borfemtn rtut away, 

* The poet, as ufnaly exprefies his own fnUng i 
but he does more, he exprefl'es it very cladicaily. The 
allufioik is to the ancient cuftom of wearing wreaths 
or garlands of flowers, on any occafion of joy and 
feftivity. H. 
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THE COUNT R y LIFE.' 

Lib. IV. Plantarum. 

BLB;ST be the man (and bleft be is) whom e'er 
(PlacM far out of the roads of hope or fear) 
A little field, and little garden, feeds : 
The field giveft all that frugal nature needs 3 
The wealthy garden liberally beftows 
All (he can a&, when (he luxurious growi. 
The fpecious inconveniencesy that wait 
Upon a life of bufinefs, and of ftate. 
He fees (nor does the (igbt didurb his reft) 
By fools defir^d, by wicked men pofleft. 
Thus, thus (and this deferv'd great Virgirs praife) 
The old Corycion yeoman pafsM his days j 
Thus hi^ wife life Abdolonaymus fpent : 
Th* ambaffadors, which .the great emperor Tent 
To offer him a crown, with wonder found 
The revepend gardener hoeing of his ground] 
Unwillingly, and flow, and difcontent, 
f'rom his lovM cottage to a throne he went 4 
And oft he ftopt, in his triumphant way» 
And oft look'd back, and joft was heard to fay» 
Not without fighs, Alas ! I there forfake 
A happier kingdom than I- go to take I 
Thus Aglaiis (a man unknown to men, 
£ut the gods knew, and therefore lov'd Uim then) 
Thus livM obfcurely then without a name^ 
As^^h n<'v confign'd t' fterjial fame. 

Digitized by Google 



'0F Wk. A. COWLET. 3»f 

For Gygts, the rich khagf wicked and glreat, 
PrefumMy at wife Apollo^» Delphic feat 
PrefumM, to aflc, Oh thou, the whole world's eye, 
Setfft thou a man that happier is than I ? 
The god, who fcomM to flatter man, replyM, 
Aglaiis happier is. But Gygcs cry'd. 
In a proud rage. Who can that Aglaiis be ! 
We have-faeaiKi, a&yet,'.of no fuch king* as he. 
And true it was, through the whole earth around 
No king of fuch a name was to.be found. 
Is fome old hero of that name alive, 
Whd'his high race does from the gods derive? 
Isitfome mighty general, that has done 
Wonders in- fight, and god-like honours won ? 
Is>it'fome man of endlefs wealth ? faid he^ 
Kenfr, none of thefe* Who can this Aglaus be ? 
After longfeaixhi andvain enquiries paft* 
In an obfcure Arcadian vale at laft 
(Th' Arcadian life has always, fliady been) . 
Near Sopho^s town (which he but once had feen) 
This Aglaus, who monarchs' envy drew, 
Whofe happinefs the gods ftood witnefs to. 
This mighty Aglaiis, was labouring found. 
With his own hands, in his own little grovind*- 

So, gracious Gpd ! (if it may lawful be, . 
Among thofe foolifh gods to mention thee) 
S61et me aft, on fuch a private ftage. 
The laft dull fcenes of my declining agej 
After long toils and voyages in vain, 
Tliis quiet port let my toft^efTel gain i , 

* -» y 3 or 
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Of heavenly reft, this eameft to me lend. 
Let my life ileep, and learn to love her end* 



V. 

THE GARDEN. 

To J* EvBLTNy Efqvixe, 

1 Never h^d any other d^rc fo ftrong and fo like to 
covetoufnefs, as that on« which I have had al- 
waysy that I might be mafter at laft of a (mail houfe 
and large garden, with very moderate conveniences 
Joined to them, and there <led)cate the lemainder of 
my life only to the cultufe of thQB> and ftvidy ^f na- 
ture { 

And there (with no defign beyond my wall) whole 

and intire to lie, 
In no una£live eafe, and no tinglorious. poverty. 

Or, as Vipgil has fyid, ihorter and better for me, tlittt 
I might there 

" Studiis florere ignobilis oti ♦ :" 

(though I could wifh that he had rather faid,f' NohtHt 
oti/* when he fpoke of his own.) But feveral acci- 

\ • Vurg. Georg, iv, 564, 

ileoH 
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jient» of my lil-ffitune bjive difappointed me hlthertcn 
and do ftill, of that felicity^ i fyr though I have made 
the firfl and hardeft ftep to it, by abandoning all am- 
bitions and hopes in this world; ajid by retirin|[ fron 
the Qoife of all bufiners and almoft company, yet I 
jftick Hill in the inn of a hired houfe .and gardeoj 
among weeds and rubbifli j and without that plcafant-r 
eft work of human induftry, the improvement of fomc- 
thing which we call (not, very properly, but yet we 
call) our own. I am gone out from Sodora, but I am 
not yet arrived at my little Zoar. " O let me efcape 
thither (is it not a little one ?) and my foul ftiall Jive." 
I do not look back yet ; but I have been forced to 
ftop, and make too many halts. You may wonder, 
Su:, (for this feems a little too extravagant and pinda- 
jical for profe) what I mean by all this preface j it is 
to let you know, that though I have milled, like a 
chemlft, my great end, yet I account my aftetlion* 
and endeavours, well rewarded by fomething that I 
have met with by the bye j which is, that they have 
procured to Ine fome part in your kiudnefe and ef- 
teem j and thereby the lionour of having my name fo 
advantageoufly recommended to poftcrity, by the epif- 
tic you are pleafed to prefix to the moft u&fvl book 
that has ^:feen written in that kind *, and which is to 
lad ^ long as months and years. 

*Mr. ftrelyn'^ ** Ksdendarinm hortenfe f'* decReaiMd 
to Mr. Copley— The title e9cpl^n» tbe'prcypriet^ of the 
compliment, that this book was fi» ktft aft loag as 
nionths and ye-irs, H, . * 

! . ¥4. ^ Among 

Digitized by Google 



$t% ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROSE 

Among many other arts and excellencies, whicli yott 
enjoy, I am glad to iind this favourite of mine the 
inoft predominant j that you choofe this for your wife, 
though* you have hundreds of other arts for your con- 
eubiner J though ypu know them, and beget fons up- 
on them all (to which you are rich enough to aliov^ 
great legacies), yet the iifne of this feems to be de- 
figned by you to the main of the eftate ; you have ta- 
ken moft pleafure in it, and beftowed moft charges up- 
on its education : and I doubt not to fee that book, 
which you are pleafed to promife to the world, and of 
which you have given us a large eameft in your ca- 
lendar, as accompli (hed, as any thing can be expelled 
from an extraordinary wit, and no ordinary expehces, 
and a long experience. I know nobody that poflefTes 
more private happinefs than you db in your garden ; 
and yet no man, who makes his happinefs more public, 
by a free communication of the art and knowledge of 
it to others. All jhat I myfelf am able yet to do, is 
only to recommend to mankind the fearch of that fe- 
licity, which you inftni^ them how to find and to. 
enjoy. 

Happy art thou, whom God does blefa 
With the full choice of thine own happinefs f. 

And happier yet, becaufe thou *rt bleft 

With prudence, how to choofe the beft : 
In books and gardens thou haft placM aright 

(Things, which thou well doft underftandj 
An4 ^^ doft make witd thy laborious haod> 

Thy noble, innocent delight 5 



And 
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Ani iitthy virtuous wife, where thou again doft meeft 

Both pleafures more refined and fweet;, 

The fiircft garden in her looks. 

And in her mind the wifeft' books. 
Oh, who would change thefe fofV, yet folld j6y8,« 

For empty (hows and'fenfelefs noife $ 

And all which rank ambition breeds, * 

Which feem Aich beauteous flowers, and arefuch-po^ 
fonous weed's h 

When God did man to Kis own likenefs make,, 
As much as clay, though of the pureft kind,^ 

By the great potter's art refin'd^ 

Could the divihe impreflibn take> 

He thought it fit to place him, where 

A kind of heaven too did appear. 
As far as earth could fuch a likeiiefs bear-:^ 

That man no happinefs might want, •' 

Which^earth to her- firik mailer could afford; 

He did a garden for him plant 
By the quick hand' of his omnipotent- word; 
As the chief help and' jby of human* life. 
He gave him the ftrft gift ^ firft, ev*n before a wtf^^. 

For God^.the univerfal archite6l^. 
'T had been as eafy to. cre£l 

A Louvre or Efcurial, or a tower 

That might with heaven.communication hold; 

As Babel vainly thought to do of old ; 
He wanted not the fkill or powers 
In the worId*s fabric thofe were fhown. 

And' the materials were all his own. 

But 
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S^t well he knew, what place wQ\jld hek agi^c^ . . 

With innocence, and with felicity i 

And we elfewhere fUU feek for theqa in vain> 

If any part of either yet remain. 

If any^ part of either we expect. 

This may our jud^ent in the feareh dire£l $ 

God the firft garden made, and the firft city Cain. 

-O blefled (hades ! O gende, cooi retreat 

From all th* immoderate heat. 
In which the frantic world does bum and fweat ! 
This does the lion-lbsir, ambition^s rage ) 
This avarice, the dog-ftar*s thirft, ailuage i 
Every where elfe their fatal power we fee. 
They make and rule man's wretched deftiny i 

They neither fet, nor di£appear. 

But tynumi^ e^er all the year ; 
VThilft we ne*er feel their flame or influence here^ 

The birds that dance from bough to bough. 

And fing above in every tree. 

Are not from fears and cares mo^t free 
Than we, who lie, or fit, or walk, below. 

And fliaukl by right be Angers too. 
"What prince's choir of muiic can excell 

That, which within this fliade does dwell f 

To which we nothing pay or give ^ 

They, like all other poets, live 
Without reward, or thanks, for their obliging pains : 

'Tis well if they become not prey : 
The whittling winds add their lefs artful drains. 
And a gravb bafs the murtauring fountains play^ 
- Nature 
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Nature does all tkit kannoiiy beADtr» 

But to our piasiti^ ait*f nmfic too* 
The ptpe> theorbo, nud guittar, we owe $ 
The lute itfelf, which once was green and onli^ 

When Orpheus ftrook th* infpirad hite. 

The trees danc*d ronndy and nnderAood 

By fympatfay the voice of wood. 

Thefe are the fpells» that to kind deep invite. 
And nothing does w^in refiftance make. 

Which yet we ^noderately take } 

Who would not choofe to be awake. 
While he V encompaft round with fuch delight^ 
To th* ear, the nofe^ the touch, the tafte, and fight ? 
When Venus would her dear Afcanius keep • 
A prifoncr in the downy bands of fleep. 
She odorous herbs and flowers beneath him (pread. 

As the mod foft and fweeteft bed ; 
Not her own lap would more have charm'd his head* 
Who, that has reafon, and his fmell. 
Would not among rofes and jafmine dwells 

Rather than all his fpirits choak 
With exhajvtbns of ^lirt attd finfibe. 

And all th* Hncleaancfa which does diowB» 
In peftiltatial clonds* a pepulovt town ^ 
The earth itielf brcalhes belter pcdi»iea heit^. 
Than all the femsle fiiai» or vomett, thon^ 
^ot without eaitiS^ about dtens bcar» 



* Virg. JEn. i. ^$* 
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When Epicurus to the world had taught. 

That pleafure was the thtefeil good 
(And was, perhaps, i' th' right, if rightly und«rftood 

HU life he to his do6lrine brought, 
And in a gardea*8 (hade that fovereign pleafure fough 
Whoever a true epicure would be^ 
May thei*e find cheap and virtuous, luxury*. 
Vitellius's table, which did hold 
As many creatures as the ark of old i 
That fifcal table, to which every day 
All countries did a conftant tribute pay,. 
Could, nothing more delicious afford 

Than nature's liberality, 
HelpM .with, a little art and induftry. 
Allows thb meaned gardener's board.. 
The wanton tafte no fifh or fowl can choofci^ 
For which the grape or melon /he would lofe^^ 
Though all th* inhabitants of Tea and air. 
Be lifted in the glutton's bill of fare. 

Yet ftiH the.fruits of earth we fee 
Plac'd the third ft'ory high in all her luxury.. 

But with no fen fe t he garden * dbes comply, 
Hfone c^iurts,' or flatters, as it does the eye^ 
When the great Hebrew king did ^almof^ ftrain 
The wG«idrous treafures^of his wealth and bnun,. 
His royal Southern gueft to entertain $ 

Though (he on filver floors did tread, . 
With bright AfTyrian car|)cts oi\ them fpread;. 
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To hide the metal's pov«rty 5 - 
Though ihe look*a up to roofs of gold^ ', 

And nought around her could behold 
But {Ilk and rich embroidery. 
And Babylonifh tapeftry. 
And wealthy Hiram's princely dye 5 " 

Though Ophir's ftarry ftones met every where her cycjj 
Though (he herfeJf and her gay hoft were drcft . . 
With all the ;fliining glories of the Eaft^ 
When ilavifh art her coftly work had done. 

The honour and the prize of bravery 
Was l^y-the garden from the palace won,; 
A^id every rofe and lily there did ftand 

Better attir'd by nature's hand*. 
The cafe thus judg'd againft the king we fee, 
•By one, that would not be £0 rich> though wifer 'fsv 
than he. 

Nor does this happy place only difpenfis 
Such various pleafures to the fenfe.; 
Here health itfelf does live. 
That fait of life, which does to sill areliih give. 
Its ftanding ^leafure, and intriniic wealth, 
The body's virtue, and the foul's good- fortune, hea]&# 
The tree of life, when it in Eden ftood, 
Did its immortal head to heaven rear.} .« 

ft lafted a tall cedar, till thje flood; 
:Now a fmall thorny (hrub it does appear ; 
JioT wiU it thrive too every where i 

♦Matth,n.»^ 
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It always here it frelheft Ctcn $ 

•Tw only here to ever-green. 

Iff through the ftrong and beanteous fence 

Of temperance and innocence. 
And wfaoleibme labours, and a quiet mintiy 

Any difeafes paflage find. 

They muft not think here to afiai! 
A land unarmed, or without a guard ; 
They muft fight for it, and difpote it haivl^ 

Before they can prevail : 

Searce any plant is growing here. 
Which againft death Ibme weapon does not bear*. 

Let cities boaft, that they provide 

For life the ornaments of pride ; 

But *tis the country and the field^. 

That fumifli it with ftafP and fliield. 

Where does the wifdom and the power divine 
In a more bright and'Aveet refieftion fiiine ? 
Where do we filler fht>kes and colours ff. 
Of the Creator^s real poetry, 

Thto when we widi attention kok 
tJppn the third da/s volume of the booki 
If we' could open and intend our eye, , 

We all, like Mofes, fliould efpy. 
£v*n in a bufh the radiftnt Deity. 
But we defpife thefe his inferior ways 
(Though no left full of miraele and praife} t 

Upon the flowers of heaven we gaie ^ 
The ftars of earth na woinder in vs raife, 

v>^ S Though 
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Though tfacfe perhaps do« more than they, 
The life of mankind f^y. 
Although no part of mighty nature he 
More ftor'd wifli beauty, power* and myftery ; 
Yet, to encourage human induftry, 
God has fo ordered, that no other part 
Such fpace and fuch dominion leaves for aft. 

We no-where Art do fo triumphant fte. 

As when it grafts or buds the tree : 
In other things we count it to excell, 
If it a docile fcholar can appear - 
To Nature, and but imitate her well | 
It over-rules, and is her mafter, here. 
It imitates her Maker* s power divine, 
And changes her fometimes, and fometimet does r^- 
It does, like grace, the fallen tree reftore [fine s 

To its bleft ftate of Paradife before : 
Who would not )oy to fee his conquering hand 
0*er all the vegetable world command ? 
And the wild giants of the wood receive 

What law he*s pleas'd to give ? 
He bids th* ill-naturM crab produce 
The gentler apple's winy juice ; 

The golden fruit, that worthy is 

Of Galatea^s purple kifs : 

He does the favage hawthorn teach 

To bear the medlar and the pear» 

He'bids the ruilic plum to rear 

A ayblc tnink^ and be a peach« 
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£v*n Ds^phne^coynefs he does mock» 
And weds the cherry to her ftock» 
Though ihe refus'd Apollo's fuit j 
£v*n ihcy that chafte and virgin tre^ 
Now wonders at herfelf, to fee 

That ihe*8 a mother made, and l^Iuflies in her fruity 

Methinksy' 1 fee great Dioclefian walk 
In the Salonian garden's noble fliade. 
Which by his own in^perial hands was made : 
3 fee him fmile, methinks, as he does talk 
With the ambaffadors, who come in vain 

T' entice him to a throne again. 
If I, my friends (faid he) fhould to you fliow 
All the delights which in thefe gardens grow, 
"'TIS likelier much> that you (hould with me ftayy 
Than *tis, that you ihould carry me away : 
And tnift me not, my friends, if, every day, 

I walk hot here with more delight. 
Than ever, after ihe moft happy fight, 
In triumph to the capitol i rode. 
To thank the godsy and to be thought, mjfelf, almoft 
aj^od« 



. . • VIOF 
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VI. 
OF GREATNESS, 

•* Q I N C E we cannot attain to greatnefs (fays the 
^ Sieur de Montagne) let us have our revenge by 
railing at it :" this he fpoke but in jeft. I believe he 
deiired it no more than I do, and had lefs reafon } for 
he enjoyed fo p!entif\il and honourable a fortune in a 
mod excellent country, as allowed him all the real 
convcBiences of it, feparated and purged from the in- 
eommodities. If I were but in his condition, I fhould 
think it hard meafure, without being convinced of any 
crime, to be fequeftered from it, and made one of the 
principal officers of ftate. But the reader may think 
that what I now-Tay is of fmall authority, becaufe I 
never was, nor everihail be, put to the trial: I can 
therefore only raake^my proteftation. 

If ever I more riches did defire 
Than clcanliheft and quiet do require : 
If e'er ambition did my fancy cheat. 
With any wifli, fo mean as to be great ; 
Continue^ Heaven, ftill from mt to remove' 
The humble blefllhgs of that life I love. 

I'know very many men will defpife, and forae pity 
me, for this humour, as a poor-fpirited fellow ; but I 
am cMitent, and, like' Horace, thank God for being fo. 

, Vol. II. Z Di 
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Di bene fecerunt, inopis me quodque pulilli 
Finxerunt animi *. 

I confeffty I love ItttDentffe alihoft in all( things. A 
little convenient eftate, a little chearfiil houfe, a little 
company, dnd a vepy littlafcaft; and, if I werr ever 
to fall in love a^ti (whick U' a^ gyeat paifti^n^ and 
therefore^ I hope, I have don© with it) it. would bc^ I 
think, with prettinofs, i^cr tKaa witii' iaa|eftical 
beanty. I would neither wiih that my mtft!«&» nor 
my fortuni>, ihould JH a Inina roha^ nor^ as H^teer 
vfes to describe hi& beaufii«»i like a daughter of great 
Jopiter for the ilatelinefs and laxgfsiieff of her pcdbai 
but, as Lucretius (aysy 

J^arvola, pumilio, XajiTw fjua, tota m^rum fal f . 

Where'ther^ n one lixan of this, lhw\iev6 tinivatta 
-thoufand of Senecid** mind, vrlibfe ridicoloas afisfti*- 
tion of grandeur SentG» the ,e{dtf :t 4eftnt)e* H chii 
effe^ : Scnecio was a man of a- turbid and confufed 
wit, who could not endure to /peak any but nighty 
words and fentences, till this humour grew at laft into 
fo notorious a habit, or rather difeafe, as became the 
fport of the whole town : he would have no fervants, 
but huge, mafty fellows j no plate or houfhold-ftuft 
but thrice as big as the fa/hion : you may believe me* 
^ I fpcak it without 'raUl«ry> hit extraragascy tdme 

• X Sat. iv. 17. f Luor.iv. isj^ 

X Suaforiarum Liber, Suaf. 1 1 • 
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fltiaftfiito fticii » iiiadn«l»^ tiiat he wMild not- put on i 
pur of Hmcs, «aeli of wiikii wa» not big enongh far 
htth^hh fiMC ;' h0 trtfvid tfft* iwtfrftig but witati \v«l 
gmvnortondfr aA)i fipt»it but ho^fe^pkmi^ an^ ponnd^ 
pms : h« kapt a oonc«^io«v l^st mpqi» a vety giantrftv 
and made her walk too alwa^ilfl^ dlMpins, till at laft^. 
be 90V the A^mamo of Scnedo Grandio, which Mef- 
Ala iaid^ wao iMt his rof «M«f;t» b«ft hk ctgnomentum t 
whe»h«-de«kiii»«d for the thrte hundred l;ac«diem*'<4 
niana, who alona oppoihd Xtnd«9*« army of ab6y« t\a€t 
inftdi-ed-thou^d, hr ftrctthed Mtthia atitis, and Hood 
M tiptoes^ that he mighi apfoar the taSkr^ aiic| erlei 
out, in a. very ktti voice \ 'Al reJiMcey 1 yeioice/*-^ 
We woodcTeid> I vcmeotbery what new great forfttH^ 
had beffdkn.bisjcminQnixL *' Xsnies (faiya he) 19 «H 
mite (»wn;^ He, wb» took away the fight o^ttid iftS) 
wiUh tb« «QJlvliS'V^^s •f fo «i0tt|r iM^a^«-«aiid thvn he 
gofit qn fe>« aar I ki(QW sot y^t to make of th^ rt^% 
irhfltlitt£'i(tbi:itb& fadh of tiir tdinon, er the oorator'a 
ffvro. hufl^ wa^r of BpQihiilb, 

> This, ia tb«^ ahfumckir ahal S«neca gixiea of ihis hy^ 
perbpHtOfil'iSpp^ vhAOi we Aaaid aaaaaed a«« and yet 
theie inft wt^y few men w^ are not in fbiae thlnga, aiMl 
u> foiai» dtgtrtes,! (handhs* Ja aay thing rnottt oMa^ 
•MK^ thaaa 19 iter oiur lac^i o# quality wear ftkth IrigH 
flioea as tbay i^noc vxaUc ia^ without one to toad 
them ; and a gown as lon^ >g^in as their body, fa tjt^at 
^hey cannot ftir to the acxt rooip withavit a i>a^ or 
two Xf^\fi<M \XeV^} I jorny UM^y fay> tto ail th^ ofteiM 
tation of our grandees is, \xtii like t trai») of ito uie lA 
2 z the 
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the world) but horribly cumberfomeand incdmniodious. 
What i$ all this* but a fpice of Gnmdio t bow tedioas 
would this be» if w9 were always bound -to it ! X do be* 
Jteve there ie no king,' who would not rather be de^* 
pofed, than endure eTery day of bis reign all the cere- 
inonies of his coronation. 

The mightieft princes are glad to fly oftten: from 
thefe majeiiac pleaiures («(hieh is, metluRksi no fmall 
difparagement to them) as it weit for refuge, to the 
moft contemptible divertiieaients and meaneft recrea- 
tioof of the vulgar, nay, even of diildren . One of the 
, m^ powerful and fortunate princes * of the world, of 
late, could find out no delight fo fatisfiaftory, as the 
keeping of little finging birds, and hearing of them, 
nod whiftltng to them. - What did the emperors of the 
whole world ? If ever any men had the 'free and full 
enjoyment of all human greatneis i(nay that would not 
Suffice, for they would be gods too), they tertainly pof- 
fefled it : and yet one of them> who ftyled himfelf lord 
and god of the earth, could not tell how to pafs hit 
whole day plealantly, without (pending conftantly two 
or three hours in catcUag of flies, and killing them 
with a. bodkin, as if his godfliip had been Beeliebub |» 
One of his predeceflbrs, Nero (who never put any 
bounds, nor met with any flop to his appetite) could 
divert himfelf, with no paftiine more agreeable, than to 

• Louis XIII.— The Duke de Luynes, the Conftablc 
of France, is faid to have gained the favour of this 
p9*werful and fortunate prince by training up fingiog- 
J^irds for hinoi. Ahon. 

J Beeizfbub fignifics the itW of flies. COWLET. 

nia 

Digitized by Google 



OF MR. A. COWLEY. j+r 

ran about th« kntitt all night in a difguife, and abufe 
the woroen^ and affront the men whom he met, and 
fometimes to beat them, and fometimes to be beaten by 
them s this was one of his imperial nodurnal pleafares. 
His chiefeft in the day was, to fing and play upon a 
fiddle, in the habit of a minftrel, upon the public ftage : 
he was prouder of the garlands that were given to hit 
divine voice (as they called it then) in thofe kind of 
prizes, than all his forefathers were, of their triumpha 
over nations : he did not at his death complain, that fo 
mighty an emperor, and the laft of all the Cxfarian 
race of deities, Ciould be brought to fo ihameful and 
miferable an end ; but only cried out, << Alas, what 
pity it is, that fo excellent a mufician fhould perifli in 
this manner * P* His uncle Claudius fpent half hi# 
time at playing at dice; aip4 that was the main fruit of 
his fovereignty. I omit the madnelTcs of Caligula*^; 
delights, and the execrable fordidnefs of thofe of Ti- 
berius. Would one think that Auguftus himfelf, the 
higheft and mod fortunate of mankind, a perfon en* 
dowed too with many excellent parts of nature, (liould 
be fo hard put to it fometimes for want of recreations, 
as to be found playing at nuts and bounding-ilones, 
with little Syrian and Moorifh boys, whofe company he 
took delight in, for their prating and their wantonncfs i 

Was it for this, that Rome's beft blood he fpilt. 
With fo much falfehood, fo much guilt ? 

• — i« Qnalis artifex pereo !*' Sueton. N^9. 

Z 3 Was 
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Was it for ibk that his ambition flirove 
To equal Casfar, ficfts aoft afler^ Jo^ref 
'Oicnnefs.is barren, Aitt, of felid Jojrtt^ 
Her iiicrcha»diaBe (l #B«r) it all in teys $ 
Sfce could nm cMe, fare, lb (incivil he. 
To tnat iiis tnriverfal tuajeltjry 
JiiB new-creal^ Dttty, 
With nuts> abd boifncfing-ftotoes^ and boys. 
Bwt we ffltffl «xcufe her for this nveager entettaiD- 
mebt ; ihe has not FeaRy wherewithal to ibake fuch 
feaifts AS we 'iitia|rine. Her gtiefts tnutt be contented 
fomethnes with but ilender cates, and with the fame 
cold meats (etvti, dvtr and over ^g^iti, even tili they 
become nanfeous. When you have -pttcd away all die 
vanity; what foHd and natural contentment does there 
remain, which may not be had with five hundred pouiuh 
m year ? Not fo matiy fervants or lioifes | but a few 
good ones, which will do all the bufmefs as "well : not 
fo many choice difhes at every me^l j liut at fcveral 
meah all of them, which makes them bdth the nore 
lieahhy, and the more pleafant : not fo ridi garmentSi 
tier fo frequent changes ; but as warm and as comely, 
tind fo frequent change too, as is every jot as good for 
the mafter, though not Tor the taylor or valet decham- 
bre ; not fuch a ilately palace, nor gilt rooms, or the 
coftlieft -forts of tapeftry } but a convenient brick bo«fe> 
with decent wainfcot, and pretty foreft-work hangings. 
Laflly (for I omit all other particulan,. and will end 
with that which I love naoil in both cbnditioas) oot 
vhQie woods cut in walkij hoc vaft packs, hoc fouotaift 

or 
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•r arcade-gardens J but berb» ajid Aqwco and^it 
gardens, which sye more ufeful, and the water every. 
vrbit as clear and wholcfome, as if it darted from the 
breafts of a maible nymph, or the urn of a river-god. 

If, for.aU this,, you like better the fubiUnce of that 
former fdate of life, do but confider the infeparable 
accidents of both : fervitude, difquiet, danger,.and mod 
commonly guilty inherent in the one ; In the other, lir 
berty, tranq^uillity, fecurity, and innocence.. An|l 
^'lien you have thought upon this, you will confeft 
that to be a truth which appeared to you, before, but a 
ridiculous pajcadox, that a low fortune is better guard- 
ed and attended than an high one. If, indeed, we look 
only upop the.fiourifhing head of the ^rfse^ it appears a. 
mod. beautiful obje£l, 

*« '^^{eA quttntum wrtice ad auras 
** ^flEEcherias, tantum radicc in Tartara tenrfit*." 
As far as up towards heaven the branches grow,. 
So far the rootiinlcs down to hell below. 

Aftell)h«r:ik«nii)le difgrace to gieatnefs is, tliat it is 
ibrtbe intft part-in phifuLuiant. and. difti-efs : w^hat a 
Nvonderful thing ^s this ! Uniefs itd^ne^'ate into ava- 
rice, and fo ceafe to be greatnefs,. it falls perpetually 
iutp fatohneceiTities, as drive it into all the meancA and 
JAofti^DlMtiKll^f^d. of borrowing, cozenage, and rob-. 
-bcry » - 

Maaciptis loeuplee, cget »ris Cappadocum rex J, 

*■ Yirg. Gcorg, ii. ^^f, X ^^» ' ^P* vi. 39. 

Z 4. This 

Digitized by Google 



344 ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROBE 

This is the cafe of almoft all great men, as well ss 
of the poor king of Cappadocia : they abound with 
ilavesy but are indigent of money. The ancient Ro« 
man emperors, who had the riches of the whole world 
for their revenue, had wherewithal to live (one would 
have thought) pretty well at eafe, and to have been ex- 
empt from the preffures of extreme poverty. But yet 
with mdft of them it was much otherwife 5 and they 
fell pei-petually into fuch miferable penury, that they 
were forced to devour or fqueeze nioft of their friends 
and fervants, to cheat with infamous projects, to ran- 
fack and pillage all their provinces. This faihion of 
imperial grandeur is imitated by all inferior and fub- 
ordinate forts of it, as if it were a point of honour* 
They muft be cheated of a third part of their eftates, 
two other. thirds tliey muft expend in vanity j fo that 
they remain debtors for all the necefTary ,prx>vifions of 
life, and have no way to fatisfy thofe debts, \xat out of 
the fuccours and fupplies of rapines ** as riches an- 
«* creafe" (fays Solomon) " fo do the mouths that devour 
<« them *." The.mafter mouth has no more than be- 
fore. The owner, methinks, is lik-e Ocnus in the fa- 
ble, who is perpetually winding a rope of hay, and an 
afs at the end perpetually .eating it. 

Out of thefe inconveniences arifes naturally one 
more, which is, that no greatnefs can be fatisfied or con- 
tented with itfelf : flill, if it could mount up a little 
higher, it would be happy j if it could gain but that 

^ £ccl. V. «. 

poin% 
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fofnt, it would obtain ail its defires ; but ytt at laft,* 
when it is got up- to tb« very top of the Pic of TenerifF, 
it is in very great danger of breaking it« neck down- 
wards, bttt^n no pofitbtlity of afcenditig upwards into 
the feat of tranquillity above the moon. The firft 
ambitious men in the world, the old giants, aie faid 
to have made an hefoical attempt of fcaling heaven in 
defpite of the gods j and they caft Ofla upon Olym- 
pus, and Pelion upon Ofla : two or three mountains 
more, they thought, would have done their buiinefa 1 
but the thunder fpoilt all the work, when they were 
come up to the third ftory : 

And what a noble plot was croft I 
And what a brave defign was loft ! 

A famous perfon of their offspring, the late giailt 
6f our nation, when, from the condition of a very 
inconiiderable captain, he had made himfelf lieutenant- 
general of an army of little Titans, which was htB 
iirft mountain, and afterwards general, which was 
his Fecond, and after that, abfolutc tyrant of three 
kingdoms, which was the third, and almoft touched 
the heaven which he affe£led, is "believed to have diti 
with grief and difcontcnt, bccaufe he could not attain 
to the honeft name of a king, and the old formality of 
a crown, though he had before exceeded the power 
by a wicked ufurpation. If he could have compafled 
that, he would perhaps have wanted fomething elfe 
that is necefTary to felicity, and pined away for want 
of the title of an emperor or a god« The reafon of 
i thh 
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tlBi-a» tlmtg^atatfr lias no.Ttzlaitf m natove^ beiog a* 
«nBaiaoeu>f !tbe f aacy« a irotiaiK tkat ^onfiis oftly in jre- 
kftvon aiiid companfoB :: it k^ jMasd an idol ; but St. 
P«llt«a«lw|4ifty^ tfact ax^idol i» not1:|ii]^ifi.tfae wudcL'* 
There is in trath'tio rifitig or nfsndi«p eft the {tiiL» but 
Mily m*rQl|ie6l*>4er0ial placws^t -iliefe m oo Tigiit or 
kft, no «pp«r-hand ki <nafiDre{ every thing is little, 
«»d e^i^ thing k 'gnait, aoewdhig a» it 'is diverieiy 
#M»pat«d. There <iiiarjr be jpecbips ibme village in 
Se^tland or Ireland, ^H^vt I night be a gceat man; 
Jnid4ntliatcafe I Ihould be liloe Ctefar (yon would 
wonder how Caefar and I iboald .be like.oweanodier 
in any thing) ; and' choofe j-atber to- be the firft man 
of the village, . than fecond at Rome. Our country is 
called Great Britany, In regai'd. only of a lelQer of 
1^ fame name; it would be.biit ^jidlcxilous ^itbet 
fox it, when we consider it together with the kingdom 
of China. That, -too, is ixut jl .pitifwl rood of ^founcl, 
in 'Con^)ariron of the wjiole earth betides s aad this 
whole.globe of earth, which we jiqcount fo immeniea 
body,, is but one point • or .atQm in relation to thofe 
BumberJefs worlds .that are tottered up and down in 
the infinite fpace of the Sky which we bjehoid. 

The other many inconveniences of grandeur- 1 have 
Spoken of difperfedly in feveral chapters ; and (hall end 
this with, an ode of Horace,, n^ot cxailly copied, but 
isudely imitated.. 
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" Odi profanum vulgus, &c." 

HEliIC£» ycfrofine^. I hate .71m. all} 

Both the ^Kftt T«i)gBr, «i4 tthr-inall. . «. « 

To Tu-gin iniaib^ ^kk yttt ithdr natiw Mhilsncfl^ 

boI4, 
Not yet difcolourM with tKe )«ve of .g»ld 

(That jaundice of the foul, 
Which makes It look fo gilded and fo foul}^ 
To you, ye very few, thefe truths I tell 5 
The Mufe infpiies my fong^ hark, and obJerve it. 
well. 

We look Oft men, and wonder ^t Arch odds 

•Twixt things that were the fatnc by 'birth j; 

We look on ^kings as igiants of the earth, 

Thefe giants are but -pigmies to the gods. 
The humbleft bufh and proudeft oak 

Are but of equal proof s|gainft the thunder- ftroke. 

Beauty, and ftrei^gth, and wit, and wealth, and'j>owep«k 
Have their (hort flouriflung hour 1 
And love to fee themfelvea, and fmlie^. 

And joy in their pre-eminence avKhile ^ 
Ev'n fo in the fame land'. 

Poor weeds, rich corn, gay flowers, tpgether ftand'; 

Alas ! death.fxu»vs dovrn all wkh. an imgaitial han4^.' 

AnA 
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And all ye men, wbom greatnefs does fo pleaie. 
Ye feaft» I fear» jike Damocles « 
If ye your eyes could upwards move 
(But ye» I fear, think nothing is above) 
Ye would perceive by what a little thread 

The fword ftili hangs over yotit head s 
No tide of wine would drown your cares $ 
No'-mirth or muiic over-noife your fears : 
The fear of death would you fo watchful keep. 
As not t^ admit the image of it, fleep. 

-Sleep, is a god too proud to wait in palaces, 

A.nd yet Co humble too, as not to fcom 
The meaneft counti*y cottages : 
"^^ His poppy grows among the com.'* 

The halcyon Sleep will never build his neft 
In any ftonny breaft. 
^Tis not enough that he does find 
Clouds and darknefs in their mind $ 
Darknefs but half his work will do i; 

^Tis not enough j he muft find quiet too. 

The man, who in all wifhes he does make. 

Does only nature's counfel take. 
That wife and happy man will never fear 

The evil afpefts of the year ; 
Nor tremble, though two comets (hould appear « 
He does not look in almanacks, to fee 

Whether he fortunate fhall be ; 
Let Mars and Saturn in the heavens conjoin. 
And what they pleafe againft the world deiign. 

So Jupiter within him (hine. 
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if of yotir pleafures and defires no end be found, 
God to your cares and fears will fet no bound. 

"What would content you ? who can tell 7 
Ye fear fb much to lofe what yt have got. 

As if ye lik'd it well : 
Ye ftrive for more,- as if ye likM Tt not.. 

Go, level hills, and filt up feas, , 

Spare nought that may your wanton fancy pleafc ; 

But, truft me, when you have done all this. 
Much will be miffing ilill, and much wtlf be amifs. 



VII. 
OF AVARICE. 

THERE are two forts of avarices the one is 
but of a baftard kind, and that is, the rapacious 
appetite of gain'; not for its own fake, but for th«. 
pleafure of refunding it immediately through all the 
channels of pride and luxury i the other is tho- true 
kind, and properly fo called ; which is a reftlefs and 
unfatiable defire of riches, hot for any farther end or 
ufe, but only to hoard, and preferre, and perpetually 
increafe them. The covetous man, of the firil knd^ 
is like a greedy oftrich, which devours any metal) 
but it is with an intent to feed upon it, and in etk^ 
it makes a Ihi ft to digeft and excern it. The fecond 

it 
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It like the fooliih chough, which loveA to* fteaJl W^Oif 
only to hide it. The firft does much bai:m. tQ man* 
kind ; %nd a little good too*, to fome few : the jecood 
•does good to none j no, not to himfelf. Thft fidi cu 
make no excufe to God, or angels, or rational men, 
for his a£lions : the fecond can ' give no reaP>B or 
colour, not to the devil bimfelfy for wh^ h» does \ 
he is a flave to Mammon without wages. The £ift 
makes a flvift to be beloved j ;iy, and envied too by 
fome people j the fecond is the univerfal ob^eft of 
hatred and contempt. Thei-e is no vice has been io 
pelted with good fentences, and efpecially by the 
MjelSy xrnO'MTe purnied "it with nones, send fables, 
and allegories, and allufions ; and moved, as we fay, 
every ftone to fling at it : flftfong all which, I do not 
remember a more fine and gcntleman-like corre^ioo, 
than that whkh wai gnre* it ^ by one line of Ovid : 

** Defunt luxuriae multa, avaritiae omnia." 
Much is wanting to luxury, all to avaclce. 

^ 79( yr\^ .%i|ig» Ik hftvt % miAd to »dd ont tKm»\ 

Visiv ff»d lender it ihus* V . 

Fvrirlf wants fome, hixuiy mrany, avarice all tbmgs. 

. Somebody £iys * of a iMdruou* and wifii mas* 
'< tto having aothittg, he^ has all C^ thit Vk yA his I 

• The author, well acquainted with the tafte of his 
retftrr, would not difguff tfceir delicacy by lettmgj 
then know that tins.- f« feweliody*' wa» ^t. Fau), 
|1» Cor. yi. io.>^4hoi4fth the 9nA aad a^ficwmNwli 
have done honour to Plato. H. 

antipodtf 
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^ntipode, ivib, liatMgf M tbkRfs^ yec hm trnttdng. 
He >^ a guardian «ttivtueli.«o- hkM«^4god4 1. ^ au- 
"' divi eo» aMNlt»rtf»^ 4ife roaiiinlvSr ibdr iwl. jratnOs.** 
They aicrtke faftddft kiptrs, lout kapojOmtta enjoy.. 

Andy oh, what moji^s condition can he worie 
Than his, whom plenty flarves> and blelTuigs curfftf 
The beggacs but a common ^site deplore* 
The rich f oor man V emphatically jioor* 

I wonder how it comes to paiS, iftcit tfierc Ixss never 
1)ecn any tavfr' made againft hito : ^ainft him dalAyf 
I mean, for hirfi : as diere are public pfoviCiom m^de 
for all other madrnen : it k very reafoiiabte thit the 
Jcing ibould appoint Tome perfbns (and I think tho 
courtier^ would not be againft this pfopofition) to 
manage hi^ eftate during his life (for his fieirs com- 
Jnonly need liot that cai-e J : and oitt of it to make it 
their buiinefs to fee, that he (hould not want aK^ony 
1)efitting his condition, which he could' never get Cut 
of his own eruel fingers. We rfelieve idle vagrarifs, 
and counterfeit beggars 5 but have no ca^-e at all of 
thefe really poor men, who are, mcthinks, to be re- 
fpe^lfully treated, in regard of their quality. I might 
be endle(s againft them, but I am almolt choaked 
with the fuper-abi/ndance of the matter ; too much 
plenty im.pov6ri/hes me, ad it does them. I will con- 
clude this odious fubje^ with part cf Horace*! ftrft 
iatire, which take in hts olK^ futrnfi^ ffyle : 



I admire, Maecenas^. h«w it^MMA^faTty 
That Ao man ever yet contented was^ 

a 
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Nor it» Bor perhaps will be, widi that ftate 
In which hit own choice plants him, or his fate.. 
Happy the merchant, the old foldkr cries : 
Tb« merchant, beaten with tempcftoous floes,, 
Happy the faldier ! one half-hour to thee 
Gives fpeedy death, or glorious viftory : 
*The lawyer, knockt up early from his reft* 
By reftlefs clients, calls the peafant bleft : 
The peafant^ when his labours- ill fucceed. 
Envies the mouth, which only talk does feed. 
•Tis not (I think you ;ll fay) that I want ftort 
Of inftances, if here I add no more | 
They are enough to reach, at leait a mile, 
Beyond long oi:atpr Fabius^s (lyle* 
But hold, ye, whom no fortune e'er endeai-s, . 
Gentlemen, roalecontents, and mutineers. 
Who bounteous Jovefo often cruel call. 
Behold, Jove 's now refolv'd to pleafe you all. 
TThou foldier,. be a merchant : merchant, thou 
A foldier be : and, lawyer, to the plough. 
Change all your ftations ftrait : why do they ftay ? 
The. devil a man will change, now, when he may. 
Were I in general Jove's abufed cafe. 
By Jove I'd cudgel .tjiis rebellious .race: 
But he 's too good ; be all, then, as ye werej . 
However, make the beft of what ye are, 
And in that ftate be chearful and rejoice. 
Which either was your fate,, or was your choice. 
No, they muft labour yet, and fwcat, and toil, 
And very mirerabie be awhile $ 
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*ut 'tis with a dcfign only to gain 
What may their age with plenteous cafe maintain. 
The prudent pifmire does this leflbn teachj 
And induftry to lazy mankind preach: 
The little drudge does trot about and fweat, 
Nor docs he ftraii devour all he can get } 
But in his temperate mouth carries it home 
A ftock for winter, which he knows muft com«. 
And, when the rolling world to creatures here 
Turns up the deform'd wrong- fide of the year. 
And (huts him in, with ftorms, aqd cold, and wet. 
He chearfully does his paft labours eat : 
0, does he fo ? your wife example, th' ant. 
Does not; at all times, reft and plenty want. 
But, weighing juftly a mortal ant's condition, 
Divides hi»Iife 'twixt labour and fruition. 
Thee, neither heat, nor ftorms, nor wet, nor cold. 
From thy unnatural diligence can withhold : 
To th* Indies thou would'ft run, rather than fee 
Another, though a friend, richer than thee. 
Fond man ! what beauty can be found 
In heaps oftreafure, buried under graund ? 
Which i-ather than diminiih'd e'er to fee. 
Thou would'ft thyfelf, too, buried with them be: 
And what's the difference ? is 't not quite as bad 
Never to ufe, as never to have had ? 
In thy vaft barns millions of quarters ftore 5 
Thy belly, for all that, will hold no more 
Than mine docs. Every baker makes much bread t 
What then } He's with no more, than others, fed. 
Vol. IL A a Dd 
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Do you within the bounds of nature live. 

And to augment your own you need not ftrive ; 

One hundred acres will no lefs for you 

Your life*s whole bufinefs, than ten thou(and» do. 

But pleafant *tis to take from a great ftore. 

What, man ! though you Vc refolv*d to take no moxe 

Than I do from a fmall one ^ If your will 

Be but a pitcher or a pot to fill. 

To fome great river for it muft you go^ 

When a clear fpring juft at your feet does flow? 

Give me the fpring, whicn does to human ufe 

Safe, eafy» and untroubled ftores produce $ 

He who (corns thefe, and needs will drink at Nile, 

Muft run the danger of the crocodile. 

And of the rapid ftream itfelf, which may> 

At unawarear, bear him perhaps away. 

In a full flood Tantalus ftands, his &in 

WalhM o'er in vain, for ever dry within ; 

He catches at the ftream with greedy lips. 

From his toucht mouth the wanton torrent flips : 

You laugh now, and expand your careful brow ; 

'Tis finely faid,' but what 's all this to you ? 

Change but the name, this fable is thy ftory. 

Thou in a flood of ufelefs wealth doft glory. 

Which thou canfl only touch, but never tafle ; 

Th' abundance flill, and flill the want, does laft. 

The treafures of the gods thou would*ft not fpare : 

B»t when they 're made thine own, they facrcd are. 

And mud be kept with reverence i as if thou 

No other ufe of precious gold didft know^ 

But 
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Bat that of ci#M«i ptitun^ to <te4ight» 
With the fair ftaomp, thy vktuofo fight. 
The only true and gMuiiw ufe is tkis. 
To buy the dringvv ^hich mftrre emnot mifs 
Withottt dtfcomfert f ail Mid vitai bread. 
And wioe, by whiek die life of life is fed<y 
And all thofe few things etft by which we live: 
All that renaainsy is giv'il f^sr thee to give. 
If cares and tronblvs^ envy, grief, and fear> 
The bitter fruits be, which fair riches bear ; 
If a new poverty grow out of ftore ; 
The old plain way, ye gods ! let rtie be poor* 



Paraphrafe on HoRACS> B. IIL Od. xvi. 

A TOWER of brafs, one would havb faid. 

And locks, and bolts, and iron bars. 
And guards, as ftrr^l as in the heat of wars. 
Might have prcferv'd one innocent maidenhead* 
The jealous father thought, he well might fpa^pe 

All farther jealous care j 
And, as he walked, t' himfelf alone be fmilM, 

To tliinll how Venus* arts he had beguil'd 5 

And, when he flept, his reft was deep : 
But Venus laughM to fee and hear tiim ilcep. 

She taught the amorous Jove 

A magical receipt in love. 
Which arm'd Mm ftrOnger, and which helpM him more^ 
Thftft all his thunder did^ and his almighty-ihip before. 
A a ft She 
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She taught him iove*8 elixir» by which art 
His godhead into gold he did convert : 

No guards did then his paflage ftzy, * 

He pafsM with eafe ; gold was the word $ 
Subtle as lightning, bright, and quick, and fierce, 

Gold through doors and walls did pierce. 

The prudent Macedonian king. 
To blow up towns, a golden mine did fpring. 

He broke through gates with his petar ; 
*Tis the great art of peace, the engine *tis of war ; 

And fleets and armies follow it afar : 
The enfign *tis at land, and *tis the feaman*s ftar. 

Let all the world flave to this tyrant be, 
Creature to this difguifed deity, 

. Yet it fhall never conquer me* 
A guard of virtues will not let it pafs, 
And wifdom is a tower of ftronger brafs. 
The Mufes' laurel, round my temples fpread. 
Does from this lightning^ s force fecure my head : 

Nor will I lift it up fo high. 
As in the violent meteor^s way to lie. 
Wealth for its power do we honour and adore ? 
The things we hate, ill-fate, and death, have more* 

From towns and courts, camps of the rich and great, 
The vaft Xerxean army, I retreat. 
And to the fmall Laconic forces fly. 

Which holds the ftraits of poverty. 

Cellars 
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Cellars and granaries in vain we fill. 

With all the bounteous fummer^s ftore. 

If the mind thirft and hunger ftill t 

The poor rich man *s emphatically poor. 
Slaves to the things we too much prise. 

We mafters grow of all that we defpife. 

A field of corn, a fountain, and a wood. 

Is all the wealth by nature underftood. 
The monarch, on whom fertile Nile beftows 

All which that grateful earth can beai'i 

Deceives himfelf, if he fuppofe 
That more than this falls to his (hare.. 
Whatever an eftate does beyond this afford. 

Is not a rent paid to the lord $ 
But is a tax illegal and unjuft, 
£xa£led from it by the tyrant luft. 

Much will always wanting be. 

To him who much defires. Thrice happy he 
To whom the wife indulgency of Heaven, 

With fparing hand, but juft enough has given. 
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VHI. 

THE DANGERS OF AN HONEST MAN 
IN MUCH COMPANY. 

IF twenty thoufand naked Americans were not able 
to refift the aflkults of but twenty well-armed Spa- 
niards, I fee little poflibility fn* one honeft man to 
defend himfelf againft twenty thoufand knaves who are 
all furniihcd cap a //, with the defeniive arms of 
worldly prudence, and the ofienfive too of ci'aft and 
malice* He will find no lefs odds than this againft 
him, if he have much to do in human affairs. The 
only advice therefore which I can give him is, to be 
fure not to venture his perfon any longer In the open 
campaign, to retreat and entrench himfelf, to ftop up 
all avenues, and draw up all bridges againft fo nume- 
rous an enemy. 

The truth of it is, that a man in much bufmefs muft 
either make himfelf a knave, or elfe the world will 
make him a fool : and, if the injury went no farther 
than the being laught at, a wife man would content 
himfelf with the revenge of retaliation 5 but the cafe 
is much worfe, for theie civil cannibals too, as well as 
the wild ones, not only dance about fuch a taken 
ftranger, but at laft devour him. A fober man can- 
not get too foon out of drunken company, though they 
be never fo kind and merry among themselves i it is 
not unpleafant only^ but dangerousi to him. 

Po 
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Do ye woader that a Tirtuous man ihould love to be 
alone ? It is hard for him to be otherwrfe ; he is fo^ 
when he is among ten thoufand : neither is the fo-, 
litiide fo uncomfortable to be alone without any other 
creature, as it is to be alone in the mtdft of wild beafts. 
Man is to man all kind of beafts $ a fawning dog, a 
rmriag lioBy a thieving fox, a robbing wolf, a dif- 
ieabling crocodile, a treacherons decoy, and a rapa- 
ciotts vulture. The civilift, methinks, of all nations, 
are thofe vdiom we account the moft barbarous $ there 
is foaie noderation and good-nature in the Toupinam- 
bakiaaa, who eat no men but their enemies, whilft 
we learned and^lite and Chriftian Europeans, like fo 
many pikes and fliarks, prey upon every thing that we 
can fwallow. It is the great boaft of eloquence and 
phikkTopfay, that they firit congregated men difperfed, 
united them into focieties, and built up the houfes and 
the walls of cities. I wi(h they could unravel all they 
had woven ; that we might have our woods and our 
ianocence ag^n, inftead of our caftles and our policies. 
They have aflfembled many thoufands of fcattered peo- 
ple into one. body : it is true, they have done fo $ they 
have brought them together into cities to cozen, and 
into armies to murder, one another : they found them 
hunters and fibers of wild creatures $ they have made 
them hunters and fHhers of their brethren : they boaft 
to have reducfcd them to a i^ate of peace, when the 
truth is, they have only taught them an art of war s 
they have framed, I muftconfefs, whole^pme laws for 
the reftraint of vice, but they raifed firft that devil, 
which now they conjure and cannot bind s though there 
A a ^ were 
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were before no puniOiments for wickednefs, yet there 
was lefs committed^ becaufe there were no rewards 
for it. 

But the meD» who praife philofc^hy from this topic, 
are much deceived ; let oratory anfwer for itfelf, the 
tinkling perhaps of that may unite a fwarm : it never 
was the work of philofophy to afiemble multitudes, 
but to regulate only, and govern them» when they 
were aiTembled j to make the beft of vi evil, and bring 
them, as much as ispoflible^'to unity again. Avarice 
and ambition only were the firft builders of towns, and 
founders of empire } they faid, ** Go to, let us build 
us a city and a tower whofe top may reach unto hea- 
ven, and let us make us a name, left we be fcattered 
abroad upon the face of the earth *.^* What was the 
beginning of Rome, the metropolis of all the world ? 
What was it, but a concourfe of thieves, and a fane- 
tuary of criminals ? It was juftly named by the au- 
gury of no lefs than twelve vultures, and the founder 
cemented his walls with the blood of his brother. 
Not unlike to this was the beginning even of the firft 
town too in the world, and fuch is the original fin of 
moft cities : their a£lual, increafe daily with their age 
and growth ; the more people, the more wicked all of 
them 'y every one brings in liis part to enflame the con- 
tagion ) which becomes at laft fo univerfal and fo ftrong, 
tliat no precept^ can be fufficient prefbrvatives, nor 

♦ Gen. xi. 4, 

any 
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nujr thing fecure our fafety, but flight from among 
tlie infe^bed. 

We ought, in the choice of a fituatioDy to regard 
- above ail things the healdifulnefs of the place, and the 
^healthfulnefs of it for the mind, rather than for the 
body. But fuppofe (which \s hardly to be fuppofed) 
v^ had antidote enough againft this poifon ; nay, fup- 
pofe further, we were always and aft all points armed 
and provided, both againft the aifatults of hoftility, and 
the mines of treachery, it ¥nll yet be but an uncom- 
fortable life to be erer in alarms; though we were 
compafled round with fire, to defend ourfelves from 
wild beafts, the lodging would be vnpleafant, becaufe 
we muft always be obliged to watch that fire, and to 
fear no lefs the defeats of our guard, Uian the dili- 
gences of our eneiny« The fum of this is, that a vir- 
tuous man is in danger to be trod upon and deftroyed 
is the crowd of his contraries, nay, which is worfe, to 
be changed and corrupted by them $ and that it is im- 
poflible to efcape both thefe inconveniencies, without fo 
much caution as will take away the whole quiet, that 
is the happinefs, of his life. 

Ye fee then, what he may lofe ; but^ I pray, what 
can he get there ? 

Quid Romac faciam ? Mentiri nefcio *• 

What fhould a man of truth and honefty do at Rome? 
ht can neither underftand nor fpeak the language of 

* Juy. Sat, iiL 4t« 

the 
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|hc i^ace } a jnked 4bmd may fviwn i» nbe fe«, b«t it is 
not the waf to catch fifli there ; thejr are likelier 4o4c. 
vour him^ thwn he thom^ if he bnn|^ no oets, io«l uk 
9o deceiu. I ibimk therefore it wa$ wifeaad ftsendiy 
advice, which Martial gave to Fahiao, wiMn he att 
faim aeirly arrived at Roiae : 

Honeft and f>oor, faithful iti word aad thought ; 
What ha$ t^iee, Fabiaa, to the city brought ? 
Thou aetther the buffoon nor bawd caaft play, . 
Hor wkh hlSs vMfptn th' innocent betray x 
Kor corrupt wives,. nor from Jteh faeidams get 
A kvittg by thy induftry and fweat ; 
Nor with mua proaiiies and pnofe^ts cheat. 
Nor biihe or flatter any of the great. 
But you *re a matt of ieaming, prndeitt, )v& $ . 
A man of courage, €nn, and fk for truft. 
Why you moy Hay, and live uaenviod iiei>e ; 
But (faith) go bttok, and keep, yon where yon were. 

Nay, if nothing of all this were in the cafe, yet the 
Tery fight of uncleannefs is loatUbme to the cleanly ; 
the light of folly and impiety, vexatious to the wife and 
pious. 

Lucretius f , by his favour, though a good poet, was 
but an ill-natured man, when he faid, it was delight- 
ful to fee other men in a great Ikam : and no lefs ill- 
Batured ihonld I think Bemocritus, who laughed at aH 
the world, but that he retired himfelf To much out of 
it, that we may perceive he took no great pleafoie in 

f Lucr. lib. ii» 

that 



d by Google 



OF MR. A- COWLEY. 3«3 

iuLt kiiHl of mirth.. I have been drawn twice cr thrice 
iy ecnttpany to go to fiedlam, and have feen others 
p«ry much delighted with the fantaftical extravagancy 
t/S Co naiiy various madneifes; which upon me wrought 
To covtrary an etk^, that I always returned) not only 
nelandioly) but even fick with the fight. My com- 
paffion ^ere wa» perhaps too tender, for I meet a thou- 
fand madmen abroad, without any perturbation ; tho^^ 
to weigh the matter juftly, the total iofs of i-eafon is lefs 
deplorable than the total depravation of it- An exzGt 
}udge of human bleflings, of riches, honoui-s, beauty^^ 
even of wit itfelf^ fliould pity the abuie of ihtm, more 
than the want. 

Briefly, though a wife man could pais never fo fe- 
curely through the great roads of human life, yet he 
will meet perpetually with fo many objefVs and occa- 
fions of compafGon, grief, (hame, anger, hatred, indig-t 
nation, and all pailions but envy (for he will find no« 
thing to deferve that), that he had b^rtter ftrike into 
ibme private path ; nay, go fo far, if he could, out of 
the common way, " ut nee fa6la audiat Pelopidarum j". 
that he might not fo much as hear of the a6lions of the, 
fons of Adam. But, whither (hall we fly then? into 
the deferts, like the ancient Hermits ? 

-—Qua terra patet, fera r^gnit Erinsy^ 
In facinut jurafie putes-*-* 

One would thmk that all mankind had bound them- 
ttlves ]»y an oMfh to do all iht wickedneft they can ; 

* Ovid. Metara. !• 241 • 
S that 
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that they had all (as the fcripture fpeaks) ** fold them- 
•* felves to fin :" the difference only is, that fome are 
a little more crafty (and but a little, God knows) in 
making of the bargain. I thought, when I firft went 
to dwell in the country, that without doubt I ibould 
have met there with the fimplicity of the old poetital 
golden age $ I thought to have found no inhabitants 
there, but fuch as the (hepherds of Sir Phil. Sydney in 
Arcadia, or of Monfieur d*Urfe upon the banks of 
Xignon i and began to coniider with myfelf, which way 
I might recommend no lefs to pofterity the happinefs 
and innocence of the men of Chertfea : but, to confefs 
fhe truth, I perceived quickly, by infallible demonftra- 
tions, that I was ftill in Old England, and not in Ar- 
cadia, or La Forreft i that, if I could not content my- 
felf with any thing lefs than exa£l fidelity in human 
converfation, I had almoft as good go back and feek for 
it in the Court, or the Exchange, or Weftminfter-hall. 
I alk again, then, whither (hall we fly, or what fhaJl we 
do ? The world may fo come in a man^s way, that he 
cannot choofe but falute it $ he muft take heed, though, 
not to gd a whoring after it. If, by any lawful voca- 
tion, or juil necefHty, men happen to be married to ir, 
lean only give them St. Paul's advice : " Brethren, 
*< the time is ihort ; it remains, that they, that have 
*' wives, be as though they had none.— -But I woaM 
•* that all men were even as I royfelf •." 

In all cafes, they mufl be fure, that they do mumdm 
•duceret and not mundo nubere. They muft retain the 

• X Cor. vii, 19. 7. | 

lapertority 
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fuperiority and headihip over it : happy are they, who 
can get out of the fight of this deceitful beauty, that 
they may not be led fo much as into temptation j who 
have not only quitted the metropolis, but can abftain 
from ever feeing the next market-town in their coua* 
try. 



CLAUDIAN'S OLD MAN OF VERONA. 

De 8£NE VeRONENSI, qui SUBURBIUM NUN- 
qUAM EGRESSUS EST. 

« F E L I X, qui patriis," &c. 

HAPPY the man, who his whole time doth bound 

Within th* inclofure of his little ground. 

Happy the man, whom the fame humble place 

(Th' hereditary cottage of his race) 

From his firft riiing infancy has known. 

And by degrees fees gently bending down. 

With natural propenfion, to that earth 

Which both preferv'd his life, and gave him birth. 

Him no falfe diftant lights, by fortune fet. 

Could ever into foolifh wanderings get. 

He never dangers either faw, or fear'd : 

The dreadful ftorms at fea he never heard. 

He never heard the flirill alarms of war. 

Or the worfe noifes of the lawyers' bar. 

No change of confuls marks to him the year, 

The change of feafons is his calendar, 

Thf 
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TIk ^aUt md heat, winter and Alitimer ihows $ 

aAutiumi'by fhiits> and fpring by Aower», h^ knovrti* 

He meateffft time hjAsm^iMaks, and has found 

Fer tke whole day the dial of his grounds 

A MighlxniMtog: wood^ born with bim(elf, he fees. 

And loves his old contemporary trees. 

He *as only heard of near Veronals name. 

And knows it, like the Indies, but by fame. 

Soes with a like eoncenraient notice take 

Of the Red-fea, and of Benacus* lake. 

Thus health and ftrength he to a third age enjoys^ 

And fees a long pofterity of boys, 

A1>out the fpacious world let others roam. 

The voyage, life, is longeft made at home. 



IX. 

THE SHORTNESS OF LIFft, AND UNCER- 
TAINTY OF RICHES. 

IF yon ftould fte*a man, who were to crofs frorti 
Dover to Calais, run about very bufy and rolicifou^, 
and troublehim^elf many weeks before in making pro- 
viiions for his voyagr, would you commend him for a 
cautious and difereet perfon, or laugh at him fbr a ti- 
morous and impertinent coxcomb ^ A man, who is ex* 
•ceiRve in his pains and diligence', and^^hoconfumes the 
greateft part of his time in fumifiiing the remainder 
with all conveniences aftd even- l\iperfluitie«, is to an- 
gels 
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gels 'and wl(e men no lefs ridiculous.; he does at little 
coniider the iBonnefs of his palTage, that he might pro* 
portion his cares accordingly. It is, alas, (b narrow a 
ftrait betwixt the womb and the grave» that it might 
be called the Pas Ji f^U, as well as that the Pas dt 
Calais, 

We are all l^fj^t^ioi (as Pindar calls ns), creatures 
}f a day* and therefore our Saviour bounds our defires 
that little fpac© j as if it were very probable that 
nrery day (hould be our laft, we are taught to demand 
Ten bread for no longer a time. The fun ought not 
fet upon our covetoufnefs^ no more than upon our 
nger ; but, as to God Almighty a thoufand years are 
5 one day, fo, in dire6l oppofition,-one day to the co- 
etous man is as a thoufand years $ ** tam brevi fortit 
iculatur aevo multa,^* fo far he (hoots beyond his butt i 
ne would think, he were of the opinion of the Milb- 
aries, and hoped for fo long a reign upon earth. The 
itriarchs before >the flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch a 
Fe, made, we are fure, lefs ftores for the maintaining 
' it ; they, who lived nine hundred years, fcarcely 
ovided for a few days \ we, who live but a few days, 
ovide at leafl for nine hundred years. What a Grange 
teration is this of human life and manners! and yet 
» fee an imitation of it- in every man^s particular ex*- 
rience ; for we begin not the catts of life, till it be 
If fpent, and dill increafe them, as that decreafes. 
^Wliat is there among the actions of beads fo illogical 
d repugnant to reafon ? When they do any thing, 
iicli fccHM tb.proctddfrom that whicftwe caUreafen; 



d by Google 



36S ESSAYS m VERSE AND PROSE 
we difdain to allow them that perfection, and attribute 
it only to a natural ihftin6l : and are not we fools, too, 
by the fame kind of initinft ? If we could but learn t» 
" number our days** (as we are taught to pray that we 
might), we (hould adjuft much better our other ac' 
counts J but, whilft we never coniider an end of them, 
it is no wonder if our cares for them be without end, 
too. Horace advifes very wifely,, and in excellent 
good words, 

— -Spatio brevL 
Spem longym refeces — • 

from a fliort life cut off all hopes that grow too long^j 
They muft be pruned away like fuckers, that choakj 
the mother-plant, and hinder it from bearing fruit. ^ 
And in another place, to the fame fenfe, I 

Vitae fumma brevis fpem noa vetat inchoare longam f j 

I 
which Seneca does not mend, when he fays, " Oh ! ' 

quanta dementia eft fpes longas inchoantium P* but hei 

gives an example there, of an acquaintance of his,^ 

named Senecio, who, from a very mean beginning, by 

great induftry in turning about of money through all 

ways of gain, had attained to extraordinary riches, but 

died on a fudden after Having fupped merrily, " In 

ipfo a6lu bene cedentium rerum, in ipfo procurrentis 

fortunae impetii,** in the full courfe of his good fortune, 

when fhe had a high tid6, and'a ftifF'gale, and all her 

fails on ; upon which occaiion he cries, out of Virgil I, 

• I Cairo, xi. 6. f Ibid. iv. 15. t Buc. i. 7^| 

" Infci«| 
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*< Inier^ nunc^ Melibaee, pyros $ pone online vites !** 

■ Go, Melibaeus, now. 

Go graff thy orchards, and thy vineyards plant j 
Behold the fruit ! 

For this Senecio I have no compaflion, becaufc he 
vns taken, as we fay, in ip/ofaffo, ftill labouring in 
the work of avarice ; but the poor rich man in St. 
Luke (whofe cafe was not like this) I could pity, me- 
thinks, if the Scripture would permit me i for he feemt 
to have been fatisfied at laft, he confeiTes he had enough 
for many years, he bids his foul take its eafe j and yet 
for all that, God fays to him, ** Thou fool, this night 
" thy foul fliall be required of thee j and the things 
" thou haft lain up, who (hall they belong to • ?" 
Where (hall we find the caufes of this bitter reproach 
and terrible, judgment f We may find, I think, two ; 
and God, perhaps, faw more. Firft, that he did not 
intend true reft to his foul, but only to change the em- 
ploy/nents of it from avarice to luxury ; his defign is, 
to cat and to drink, and to be merry. Secondly, that 
he went on too long before he thought of refting j the 
fuUnefs of his old barns had not fufHced him, he would 
ftay till he was forced to build new ones : and God 
meted out to him in the fame meafure ; fmce he would 
have^Hiore riches than his life could contain, God de- 
ftroyed his life, and gave the fruits of it to another. 
Thus God takes away fometimes the man from hit 

• Luke xii. ao» 
•Vol. n. B b rchcs. 
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riches^ aad bo lefs frequently riches from the majt : 
' what hope can there be of fuch a man-iage, where both 
parties ar^ fo iickle and uncertain ? by what bonds can 
fuch a couple be kept long together ? 

Why doft thou heap up wealth> which thou muft (joit^ 

Or, what is worfe, be left by it f 
Why doft thou load thy&lf, when thou *rt to fly» 

Oh man, ordai n*d to die ? 

Why doft thou^1)uild up ftately rooms on high, 
Thou who art under gi'ound to lie ? 

Thou fow^ft and planted, but no fruit muft fee. 
For death, alas I is fowing thee. 

Suppofe, thttu fiortune could*ft to tgmenefs bring, 

And clip or pinion her wing j 
Suppofe, thou could*ft on 6tite fo far prevail. 

As not to cut off thy entail ; 

Yet death at^all that fubtilty will laugh j 
Death will that foolifh gardener mock. 

Who does a flight and annual plant engraff 
Upon a lafting ftock. 

Thou doft thyfelf wife and induftrious deem; 

A mighty hu(band thou would'ft feem j 
Fond tnan ! like a' bought flave, thou all the while 

Doft but for others fweat and toil. 



■Officious fool ! that needs muft meddling be 
In buiinefs, that concerns not thee ! 
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l^r when to future yean thod* exteiid*ft thy carets 
Thou deaPft in other nen^s afiain. 

Ev^n aged men, as if they truly were 

Children again, for age prepare ; 
Provifions for long travel they defigti. 

In the laft point of their (hort line. 

Wifely the aht again ft poor winter hoards 
The ftock» which funnner^a wealth afibrds : 

In gralhoppers, that muft at autumfi die^ 
How -vain were fnch ato induftry ! 

Of power and honour the deceitful light 
Might half excufe our <:heated iight. 

If it of life the whole fmafl time woul3 ftay. 
And be our funihine all the day 3 

Like liglitning, that, begot but in a clc«id 

(Though fhintng bright, and fpeaktng loud) 

Wbilft it begins, concludes its violent race, 
And where h gilds, it wounds the place. 

'Ob fcetie of fortune, which doft fair.*appear 

Only to men that (land not near ! 
Pfoud poverty, that tiufel bravery wears ! 

And, like a rainbow, painted tears ! 

Be prudent, and the (liorc in profpcft keep | 

In a weak boat truft not the deep 5 
4*hc'd beneath envy, above envying rife j 

Pity great men, great things dcfpife* 

B b a The 
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The wife example of the heavenly lark. 

Thy felJow^poet, Cowley, mark j 
Above the clouds let thy proud mu/ick Tound, 

Thy humble neft build on the ground. 



X. 

THE DAI^GER OF PROCRASTINATION. 
A Letter to Mr. S. L. 

I AM glad that you approve and applaud mydefign 
of withdi-awing myfelf fropi all tumult and bufincfs 
of the world, and confecratipg the little reft of my 
time to thofe ftudies, to which nature had fo motherly 
inclined me, tskd from which fortune, like a ftep-no- 
ther, has fo long detained me. But neverthelefs (you 
ihy, which but is " aerugo mera," a ruft which fpoili 
the. good metal it grows upon. But you fay) you 
would advife me not to precipitate that refolution, but 
to ftay a while longer with patience and complaifance, 
till I had gotten fuch an eftate as might aiFurd me (ac- 
cording to the faying of that perfon, whom you and I 
love very much, and would believe as foon as another 
man) " cum dignitate otiura.*^ This were excellent 
advice to Jofliua, who could bid the fun ftay too^ But 
there is no fooling with life, when it is once turned be« 
yond forty. The feeking for a fortune then, is but a 
defperate after-game ; it is a hundred to one, if a man 

'flin; 
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fling two fixes, and recover all j efpecially, if his hand 
be uo luckier than mine. 

There is fome help for all the defefts of fortune { 
for, if a man cannot attain to the length of his wiihes, 
he may have his remedy by cutting of them (hortert, 
Epicurus writes a letter to Idomeneus (who was then a 
very powerful, wealthy, and, it feems, bountiful per- 
fon) to recommend to him, who had made Co many 
m?n rich, one Pythocles, a friend of his, whom he de- 
iired might be made a rich man too 5 " but I intreat 
you that you would not do it juft the fame way as you 
have done to many lefs defer ving perfons, but in the 
moft gentlemanly manner of obliging him, which is, 
not to add any thing to his eftate, but to take fomething' 
from his defires." 

The fum of this is, that, for the uncertain hopes of 
fome conveniences, we ought not to defer the execution 
of a work that is necelTary j efpecially, when the ufe of 
thofe things, which wc would ftay for, may othcrwife 
be Aipplied ; but the lofs of time, never recovereti : nay, 
farther yet, though we were fure to obtain all that we 
had a mind to, though we were fure of getting never Co 
much by continuing the game, yet, when the light of 
life is fo near going out, and ought to be fo preciouf, 
" ie Jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle," the play is not 
worth the expence of the candle : after having been 
long toft in a temped, if our mafts be ftanding, and 
we have ftill fall and tackling enough to carry us to 
our port, it is no matter for the want of ftreamers and 
tap-gallanti 5 

B b 3 — — ufcre 
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Totos pande finus— * 

A gentleman in our late civil war8> when hfs quarters 
were beaten up by the enemy, was taken priibner, and 
loft his life afterwards, only by flaying to put on a 
band, and adjuft his periwig : he would efcape like a 
perfon of quality, or not at at all, and died the noble 
martyr of ceremony and gentility. L think, your coun- 
(el of " Feftina lentc" is as ill to a man who is flyiug 
from the world, as it would have been to that unfor- 
tunate, well-bred gentleman, who was fo cautious as 
not to fly undecently from his enemies j and therefore 
I prefer Horace's advice before yours, 

— fapeie aude, 
Incipc— 

Begin 5 the getting out of doors is the greateft part 
•f the journey. Varrof teaches us that Latin pro- 
verb, •* portam itineri longiflimam eflej" but to return. 
to Horace, 

" — Sapere aude : 
"^ Incipe vivendi rtSil qui prorogat horam^ 
•' Rufticus expeflat, dum labitur annis : at ille 
*' Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis aevum |/* 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wife | 
He who defers this work fVom day to day^ 
Does on a river*s bank expe6ling ftay, 

• Juv. i. 150. t l-ib. I. Agric. 1 1 ^?' "• ^' 

Till 
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Till the wh<»leL ftreajiiy which ftopt him, ftiould be gonc^ 
That runs, and a$ it niiis> for ever will run on. 

C«far (the man of expedition above all others) was 
fo far from this folly, that whenfoever, in a journey, he 
was to crofs any river, he never went one foot out of 
his way for a bridge, or a ford, or a ferry j but flung 
himfelf into it immediately, and fwam over : and this 
Ts the Gottrfe we ought to imitate, if we meet with any 
ftops.in our way to happmefs. St3y» tilt the waters 
are low ; flay, till Come, boats come by to tranfport you $ 
ftay, till a bridge be built for yon f you had even 
as good ftay^ till the river be quite pad. Perfius 
(who, you ufe to fay, you do »ot know whether he be 
a good poet or bo, becaufc you cannot underftand 
him, and whom therefore, I fay, I know to be not 8 
good, poet) has an odd exprelHon of thcfe procrailv- 
nators, which, mcthinks, is full of fancy : 

** Jam eras hefternum cdnfumpfunus 5 ecce aliud craa. , 

** Egerit hos annos,'* 

Our yefterday's to-morrow now is is gone, 

.fyxd kill aTnew to-^morrow doeS; come on ; 

We by to-morrows draw up all our (lore, 

Tiirth&exhaufted well, can yield no more. 

And' now,; I think, I am even with you, for your 
**' Otium cum dignitate," and ** Fertina lente,'' and 
three or four other more of your new Latin fentences ; 
if I ihould draw upon you all my forces out of Seneca 
and Plutarch upon this fubje6^, I fiiould overwhelm 
you i but I leave thofe^ as Triarii, for your ne^t 
B b 4. charge. 
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chaise. I (hall only give you now a light ikirmHh out 
of an epigraromatifty your fpecial good friend j and fo, 



Martial> Lib. V. Epigi-. lix. 

** Ci-as te vifiurum, eras dicis, Pofthume, femperf" &c. 

TO-MORROW you will live, you always cry } 
In what far coutitry does this morrow lie. 
That 'tis io mighty long ere it arrive ? | 

Beyond the Indies does this morrow live > 
*Tis fo far- fetched this morrow, that I fear 
*Twill be both very old and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the fool does fay : 
To-day itfelf 's too late j the wife liv'd yeftcrday. | 



Martial, Lib. II. Epigr. xc. 
•* Quinftiliane, vag« moderator fumme juventae,'* &c. 

WONDER not. Sir (you who inftrucl the town 
In the true wifdom of the facred gown) 
That I make hade to live, and cannot hold 
Patiently cut till I grow rich and old. 
Life for delays and doubts no time does give. 
None ever yet made hafte enough to live. 
Let him defer it, whofe prepofterous care 
Omits liimfelf, and reaches to his heir$ 



Who 
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Who does his father*8 bounded ftores dcfpife. 
And whom his own too never can fuffice t 
My humble tbougbts no glittering roofs require. 
Or rooms that (htne with aught but conftant fire* 
I well content the avarice of my fight 
With the fair gildings of refleaed light : 
Pleafures abroad, the fport of nature yields 
Her living fountains, and her fmiling fields j 
And then at home, what plcafure is *t to fee 
A little, cleanly, chearful, family ! 
Which if a chafte wife crown, no lefs in her 
Than fortune, I the golden mean prefer. 
Too noble, nor too wife, ihe ihould not be« 
No, nor too rich, too fair, too fond of me. 
Thus let my life Aide filently away, 
Witb fleep all night, and quiet all the day. 



XI. 
OF MYSELF. 

T T is a hard and nice fubjeft for a ihan to write of 
-^ himfelf j it grates his own heart to fay anything - 
of difparagement, and the reader*s ears to bear any 
thing of praife from him. There is no danger from 
\nt of offending him in this kind } neither my mind, 
nor my body, nor my fortuAe, allow me any materials 

for 
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for that vasity. It » (bftcieot for my own cotiteflt* 
inent, that thty have preferred -me from being fcanda- 
loot or remarkable on the deftdive fide. But, be- 
fides that, I fliall here Tpeak of myfeUt only.m reiatioa 
to the fubje^l of thefe precedent difcourfes, and frail 
be likelier thereby to fall in-to the eontempt, than rife 
up to the eftimation, of moft people. 

As far as my memory can retom back into my paft 
life, before I . knew, or was capable of' gueffing, what 
the world, or the glories or bofinefs of ir, .were, the na- 
tural afFe£iion8 of my foul gave me a (ecret bent of 
averfion from them,, as fome phmts are iaud to twa 
away from others, by an antipathy imperceptible to 
themfelves, ^ird infcrutable to man*s underftanding. 
Even when I was a very young boy at fchool, inftead 
bf running about on holy-days and pkytng<«^ my 
fellows, I was wont to fteal fcom them, and walk into 
t^ fieldsr citl^i^ alone, with a book, pr with fome one 
companion, if I could find any of the fame, temper. I 
was then, too, fo much an enemy to all conllraint, 
that my mailers could never prevail on me, by any per- 
fuafions or encouragements, tk> learn without book the 
common rules of grammar ; in which they difpenfcd 
with me alone, bec^ufo they found I made a fliift to do 
the ufval exerccfe out of my own reading and obferva- 
tion. That . I was then of the fame mrind as I am now 
(which, I oonfefs, I wonder at mylelf) may appear 
by the ktttfrend of an ode, which, l-made when I vvas 
but thirteen ytacrs-.old» ^nd which v«» then print&l 
imth many other verfes. The beginning of it is boyiHi ; 
3 .but 
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but of this party which I here fet down (if a very little 
wfre corre^ked) I ihould hardly now be much a(haiQed« 

This only graat ]im> that my means may lis 
Too lorw for envy I for contempt too higk^ 

Some honour I would have. 
Not from great deed8^ but good alone $ 
Th' unknown .are better than ill known t 

Rumour can ope the grave* 
Acquaintance I would have, but when *t depend* 
Not on the number, butthe choice* of friend*.. 

Books ihould) not bufinefsi entertain the lfght> 
And fleepy as undifturb*d as death, the night. 

My houfe a cottage more 
Than palace } and fhould fitting be 
For all my ufe^ no luxury. 

My garden painted o'er . 
With Nature*; hand, not Art*s $ and pleafures yield> .. 
Horace might envy in his Sabin field. 

Thus would I double my lifers fading fpacej 
For he, that runs it well, twice runs his race» 

And in this true delight, 
Thefe unbought fports, this happy ftate, 
I would not fear, nor wifli, my fate ^ 

But boldly fay each night. 
To-morrow let my fun his beams difplay. 
Or in clouds hide them 5 I have liv'd to-day. 

You may fee by it, . I was even then acquainted with 
the poets (for the conclufion if taken otsitoft Horace ^> ; 
*3 Od<]uit3C«4t. . 

smcl 
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and perhaps it was the immature and immoderate love 
of them, which ftampt firft, or rather engraved, thefc 
characters in me : they were like letters cut into the 
bark of a young tree, which with the tree ftill grow 
proportionably. But, how this love came to be pro- 
duced in me fo early, is a hard queftion : I believe, I 
can tell the particular little chance that filled my head 
firft with fuch chimes of verfe, as have never fince left 
ringing there ; for I remember, when I began to read, 
and to take fome pleafure in it, there was wont to lie 
in my mothers parlour (I know not by what accident, 
for flie herfelf never in her life read any book but of 
devotion) but there was wont to lie Spenfer^s works j 
this I happened to fall upon, and was infinitely de- 
lighted with the ftories of the knights, and giants, and 
monfters, and brave houfcs, which I found ev^ij where 
there (though my underftanding had little to do with 
all this); and, by degrees, with the tinkling of the 
rhyme and dance of the numbers ; fo that, I think, 
I had read him all over before I was twelve years old, 
and was thus made a poet as immediately as a child is 
made an eunuch. 

With thefe afFe£lions of mind, and my heart wholly 
fet upon letters, I went to the univerfityj but was 
foon torn from thence by that violent public florra, 
which would fuffer nothing to ftand where it did, but 
rooted up every plant, even from the princely cedars to 
me the hyfibp. Yet, I had as good fortune as couIJ 
have befallen, me in fuch a tempeft $ for I was caft.by 
it into the family of one of the beft perfons, and into 

Ac 
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the court of one of the beft princeire»> of the world. 
Now, though I was here engaged in ways moft con- 
trary to the original defign of my life, that is, int* 
much company, and no fmall bufinefs, and into a 
daily fight of greatnefs, both militant and triumphant 
(for that was the ftate then of the £ngli(h and French 
courts) ; yet all this was To far from altering my opi- 
nion, that it only added the confirmation of reafon to 
that which was before but natural inclination. I iaw 
plainly all the paint of that kind of life, the nearer I 
came to it ; and that beauty, which I did not fall ia 
love with, when, for aught I knew, it was real, was 
not like to bewitch or entice me, when I faw that ft 
was adulterate. I met with feveral great perfons, 
whom I liked very well j but could not perceive that 
any papt of their greatnefs was to be liked or defired, 
no more than I would be glad or content to be in a 
ftorm, though I faw many ihips which rid fafely and 
bravely in it : a ftorm would not agree with my ito- 
mach, if it did with my courage. Though I was in a 
crowd of as good company as could be found any 
where ; though I was in bufmefs of great and honoura- 
ble truft; though I eat at the beft table, and enjoyed 
the bed conveniences for prefent fubfiHence that ought 
to be defired by a man of my condition in banifhmeilt 
and public diftrefTes ; yet I could not abftain from re- 
newing my old fchool-boy*s wiHij^ in a copy of verfes 
to the fame effect s 

Well 
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Well tbes * y I now do plainly fee 

This bufy world and I flisill ne'er agrees &c. 

And I never then propofcd to myfelf any odier ait- 
ir^ntage from his majefty*s happy Reftorttion, But tht 
getting into fome moderately convenient retreat in tht 
country 5 which I thought in that' cafe I might eafiiy 
have compafled, as well as fome others, with no greatsr 
pfX)bahi!ities or pretences, have arrived to extraordi- 
nary fortunes : but I had before written a ftirewd 
prophecy againft myfelf ; and I think Apollo inipired 
me in the truth, though not in the elegance, of it : 

'"^Thou neither great at court, nor in the war, 

*^ Nor at th" exchange, ihait be, nor at the wrangling 

« bar. 
** Content thyfelf with the final! barren prasf^ 
" Which negk^led verfe does raife." 
£be Tpake ; and all my years to come 
Took their unlucky doom. 
Their ^sveial ways cif 4ife let others ckufii^ 

Their feveral pleafures kt them ufe ; 
But I was bom for Love, and for a Mufe. 

With Pate what boots it fo contend ? 
•StK:h I began, fuch am, and fo muft end. 
The Ibr, that did my being frame. 
Was but a lambent flame, 

♦ We have thefe verfes, under the liaroe of fbt 
4rijb., in the MiSTRE«i, Vol, I.p, %^$. 

' And 
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And (bme faiall liglit it dkl di^cnik« 
But neither heat aor mflueoce. 
Noffiatter, Cowley; let proud Fortuae ice. 
That thou canft her defpife^ no lefs than fhe does^thee. 
Let all her gifts the portion %c 
Of folly, luft, and flattery, 
Fraud, extortion, calumny, 
Murder, infidelity. 
Rebellion, and hypocrify. 
Do thou not grieve nor blu& to hf. 
As all th* infpired tuneful men. 
And all thy gi'eat forefatliers, were, from H^mer'dowH 
to Ben. 

However, by the failing of the forces which I hatd 
expected, I did not quit the deiign which I had re- 
folved on 5 I caft myfelf into it a corps pirdu, with- 
out making capitulations, or taking counfel of for- 
tune. But God laughs at a man, who fays to his 
foul, " Take thy eafe ;" I met prefently not only 
with many little incumbrances and impediments, htt 
with fo much ficknefs . (a new misfortune to me) at 
would have fpoiled the happinefs of an emperor as well 
as mine : yet I do neither repent, nor alter my courfc. 
** Non ego perfidum dixi facramentum $*' nothing 
ihall feparate me from a miftrefs which I have loved 
fo long, and have now at laft married j though ihe 

' neither has brought me a rich portion, nor lived yet 

•"fo.quietly with me as I hoped from her ; 

— «Nec . 
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— *• Nee vos, dulcillima mundi 
** Nomina, vos Mufae, Libertas, Otia, Libri, 
" Hortique Sylvaeqiie> animaremanentey relinquaiiu^ 

Nor by roe e'er (hail you, 
You, of all names the fwceteft and the beft. 
You, Mufes, books, and liberty, and reft; 
You, gardens, fields, and woods, forfakcn be, 
As long as life itfelf forfakes not me. 

But this is a very pretty ejaculation ; becaufe I have 
concluded all the other chapters with a copy of verfes, 
I will maintain the humour to the Iaft« 



Martial, Lib. X. Epigr. xlvif. 

♦* Vitam qua faciunt beatiorem,'* &c, 
SINCE, deareft friend, 'tis your defife to fee 
A-true receipt of happinefs from me ; 
Thefe are the chief ingredients, if not all t 
T<ike an eft ate neither too great or fmalJ, 
Which quantum fujicit the doftors call; 
Let this eftate from parei^ts" care descend ; 
The getting it too much of life does fpend : 
Take fuch a ground, whofe gratitude may be 
A fair encouragement for induftry. 
Let conftant fires the winter's fury tame ^ 
And let thy kitchen's be a veftal flame* 

Tkee 
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Thee to the town let never fuit at law, 

And rai-ely, vciy rarely , bufinefs, draw. 

Thy a£live mind in equ&l temper keep. 

In undiftnrbfed peace, yet not in flecp. 

Let exercife a vigorous health maintain^ 

Without which all the comppfition 's vain. 

In tlic fame weight prudence and innocence take* 

Ana of each doqs the juft mixture make. 

But a few friendfliips wear, and let them be 

By nature and by fortune fit for thee. 

Inftead of .art and luxury in food. 

Let mirth and freedom make thy table good. 

If any cares into thy day-time creep. 

At night, without wine's opium, let them flecp.. 

Let reft, which nature does to darknefs wed, 

And not luft, recommend to thee thy bed. 

Be fatisfied and pleasM with what thou art, 

Aa chearfuUy and well th' allotted part j 

Enjoy the prefent hour, be thankful for the paft. 

And ncithcj* fear,, nor wifti,.th' approaches of the laft*.. 



Martial, Lib. X/. Epigr. xcvtv. 
** Saepe loquar nimium gentes," &c. 

ME, who have liv'd fo long among the great, , 
You wonder to hear talk of a retreat : 
And a retreat fo diftant, as may (how 
N.0 thoughts of a return, when once I go* 

Vol. 11* Ck OiVe 



d by Google 



3*6 ESSAYS m VERSt A«D PROSE 

Give me a country, how remote foc'cr. 
Where happinefs a moderate rate does bear, 
Where poverty itfelf in plenty flows, 
And all the folid ufe of riches knows. 
The ground about the hotife maintains it, there j 
The houfe mantains the ground about it, here : 
Here even hunger's dear ; and a full board 
Devours the vital fubftance of the lord. 
The land itfelf does there the feaft beftow. 
The land itfelf muft here to market go. 
Three or four fuits one winter here does wafte, 
' One fuit does there three or four winters laft. 
Here every frugal man niuft oft be cold, 
And little luke-warm fires are to you fold. 
There fire 's an element, as cheap and free, 
Almoft, as any of the other three. 
Stay you then here, and live among the great. 
Attend their fports, and at their tables eat. 
^When all the bounties here of men you fco«, 
^he^ place's bounty there fhall give me mere. 



'lEPITAPHluS 
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EPITAPHIUM VlVI AUCTORIS», 

«* Hic, # viator, fub last paxrulo 
** Couleius hic eft conditus, hic jacet | 
** Def uodlis humani labons - 
** SortCf fupcrvafuacpit vlti. 

« Non indecora pauperie futeos» 
** £t non inrrti nobilis otio, 
« Van6que^i]e£lis popello 
" Divitiis animofus boftis. 

*« Poflis yt ilium dicere moi-tuum 5 
** En terra jam nunc quantula fufficit ! 
** Exempta fit curis, viator, 
" Terra fit ilia Icvis, precare. 

<< Hic ipar||;e iores, ij^a^rge breves roTas 
** Nam vita gaudet mortua floribus 
** Herbilque odoratis corona 
** Vatis adhuc cinerere calentem/* 

• Sec a tranflation of tliis Epjta|>h among the poems 
t)f Mr. Addiian. 



Ce% A PRO. 

Digitized by Google 



t 38» 1 

A 

PROPOSITION 
F a R 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF EXPERIMENTAL 
PHILOSOPHY *. 



THE COLLEGlE. 

THAT the pbilofophical college be iltuated within 
one, two, or (at fartheft) three miles of London; 
and, if It be pofiible to find that coavenience^ upon the 
fide of the river, or very ne&r it. 

That the revenue of this college amount to four 
tliouUr.d pounds a year. 

* Ingenious men deligbt in dreams of reformation. 
— In comparing this l^ropqfition of Cowley, with tbatoS 
Milton, addrefied to Mr.Hartlib, we find that thefe great 
poets had amufed themfelves with fome exalted, and, in 
the main, congenial fancies, on the fubje£( of education : 
that, of the tivo plans propofed, this of Mr. Cowley was 
better digefted, and is the lefs fanciful) if a preference, 
in this refpe^l, can be given to either, when both are 
manifeftly Utopian : and {hat our univeriittes, in their 
prefent form, are well enough calculated to anfwerall 
the reafonable ends of fuch inftitutions ; provided we 
allow for the unavoidable defefts of them, whendrava 
out into practice. H. 

I. That 
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That the company received into it be as follows : 
I. Twenty philofophers or profeflbrs. %, Sixteen 
young fcholars, fenrants to >he profefTors. 3. A chap- 
lain. 4. A bailifF for the revenue. 5. A manciple 
or purveyor for the provifions of the houfe. 6. Two 
gardeners. 7. A maftcr-cook. 8/ An under-cook. 
9. A butler. 10. An under-butlcr. 11. A fur- 
geon. 12. Two lungs, or chemical fervants. 13. A 
libi-ary- keeper, who is likewife to be apothecary,' 
druggift, and keeper of inftruments, engines, &c. 14. 
An officer to feed and take care of all beads, fowl, &c. 
kept by the college. 15. A groom of the ftabk* 
x6. A mefTenger, to fend up and down for all u^les 
of the college. 17, Four old women, to tend the 
chambers, keep the houfe clean, and fuch-like fer- 
▼ices. 

That the annual allowance for this company be as 
follows: I. To every profeflbr, and to the chaplain* 
one hundred and twenty pounds. 2. To the fixteen 
fcholars, twenty pounds apiece $ ten pounds for their 
diet, and ten pounds for their entertainment. 3. To 
the bailiff, thirty pounds, befides allowance for his 
Journies. 4. To the purveyor, or manciple, thirty 
pounds. 5. To each of the gardeners, twenty pounds. 
6- To the mafter-cook, twenty pounds. 7. To the 
under-cook, four poiinds. 8. To the butler, ten 
pounds. 9. To the under-butler, four pounds. 10. 
To the furgeon, thirty pounds, ix. To die library- 
keeper, thirty pounds. 12. To each of the lungs, 
twelve pounds. 13. To the keeper of the beads, fix 
C c 3 pounds. 
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pounds. 14.. Td the groeoi* five pouods. 15. To 
the meffeBger, twelve pounds. 16. To the fq^ur 
noeefiarf vK)ii\en, ten pounds,. For the manciples^ 
tabie» at ^ich all the fenrants of the houfe are to 
cat, except the icholars, one hundred and fixty 
pounds. For three horfea fm* the fervice qi the college*, 
thirty pounds. 

AU which amounts to three thoufand two hundred 
etghty-iive pounds. So that there i^emains for keep- 
ing of the hoiufe and gardens, and opcratories, aad 
inftruihen'ts, and animals, and ej^eriments of all 
forts, and all other expences, feven hundi*ed and fif^a 
pounds. 

WUcfa were a very inconfiderable fum for the great 
ufes to which it is defigned, but that I conceive the 
induftry of the college will in a fhort time fo enrich 
itielf, as to get a iiar better ftock for the advance and 
enlargement of the work when it it once begun: 
neitber is the continuance of particular men^s liberaU^ 
to be defpaired of, when it fhall be encouraged by the 
ffght of that public benefit which will accrue to all 
mankind, and chiefly to our nation, by this founda- 
tion. Something Hkewife will arife from leafes and 
other cafua'lties ; that nothing of which may be di- 
verted to the private gain of the profeflbrs, or any 
o^her ufe befidesthat of the fearch of nature, and by it 
the general good of the world $ and that care may be 
taken for the certain performance of all things or- 
dained by the inftztution, as likewife for the protec- 
tion 
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tion and enoonr^^ment of the compaoiyy it it fivo- 
l^ed. 

That fonie ifiasbm of tminent xiumikjr, a knrer<of 
Ibiid kainingy and so ^nmger in it, tiie chdfen ol»ft< 
«dlor or prdldent of the ^colltge ; and that eight go^ 
vernors morey flEien qualified in the iike mamier, -Ato 
j^oed with him» twro of Wiliich fliall yearly be ;ap- 
pointed vi&ton «f the coiiege, and veceive an-Axaft 
acscount of all <eKip«iv€e«j «ven rto the fmaJleft, and «f 
the true eAate of their, pu^ic treaiAire, ^undej- the )haxtds . 
and oaths of theiprofefibrs refident. 

That the choijse of profeflbra in any vacancy belong 
to the chanoeUor and the governors ; but that the pco« 
foilbrs .(^ho are likelieft to know wliat men cif the 
nation are moftiirQper for the duties of their facjoity) 
dire^l their choice, by recoramending tNvo or tlwee 
perfons to them -at every 'eie^lion : and that, if any 
leacned ,per(bn within his iaajefty'<s dominions difcove]!* 
or eminently in^ore, any ufeful kind 'Of Jcnowkdge* 
he may upon that gpound, for his reward and the en« 
couregement of others, be preferred^ if he. p«etend >to . 
the place, •before<any body elfe* 

That' the governors have power to turn out any pro- - 
foifor, who (hall be. proved to he either rfcandalous or 
unprofitable to the, fociety. 

That the. college be built after this, or fome focli , 
manner : That h confift .of three fair quadrangular 
coorta, and three large grounds v inclbfed with good 
walls behind them. That the firft court be built with 
a..fsur .cloifter $ and the profefTors' lodgings, or rather 
C.C4.. little; 
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little houfety four on each /ide^ -at ibnie diftance from 
one another, and with little gardens behind them, juft 
after the manner of die Chartreuz beyond fea. That the 
infide of thecioifter be lined with a gravei-waik, and 
that walk with a row of trees ; and that in the middle 
there be a parterre of flowers and a fountain. 

That the fecond quadrangle, juft behind the firft, 
be ib contrived, as to contain thefe parts: i. A 
chapel. «. A hall,' with two long tables on each fide, 
for the fcbolan ;and officers of the houfe to eat at, and 
with a pulpit and forms at the end for the public 
lectures. 3. A large^and pleafant dining-room within 
the hall, for the profefliHPS to eat in, and to hold thdr 
aiTemblics and coafwences. .4. A public fchooUhoufe. 
t. A library. ^. A gallery to walk* in, adorned with 
the pi£lares or ftatuei of all theinventera of any thing 
tiieful to human life 5 as printing, guns, America, &c. 
, and of late in •anatomy, the circulation of the blood, 
the milky* veins, andfuch-like difcoveries in ^ny art, 
with ihort^ elegies -under the portraitures: as likevrife 
the figures of all forts of creatures, and the ftuft fkins 
of as many ftrange animals as can 'be gotten. 7. An 
anatomy-chamber, -adorned with • ikeletons and anato- 
mical pif^ures, and prepared with ail conveniences 
for dilTeilion. 8. A chamber for all manner of drugs, 
and apothecaries* materials. 9. A mathematical cham- 
ber, fumiihed with all forts of mathematical inftru- 
ments, being an appendix to the library. 10. Lodg- 
ings for the chaplain, furgeon, librar}' -keeper, and 

purveyor^ 
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purreyor, near the chapel, anatomy -chamber, library,* 
and hail. 

That the third court be on one fide of thcfc, very ' 
hiTgc, but meanly buMt, being designed only for ulc, 
and n6t for beauty too, as the others. That it contain 
the kitchen, butteries, brew-houfe, bake-houfe, dairy, 
lardry, ft^bles, &c. anil e'fpecially great laboratories 
for chemical operations, and lodgings for the urtder- 
fcrvants. 

That behind the fecond court be placed the garden, 
containing all forts of plants that our foil will bear j 
and at the end a little houfe of pleafure, a lodge for 
the gaixiener, and a grove of trees cut out into 
wtilks. 

. That the fecond kiclofed ground be a garden, def- 
tined only to the trial of all manner of experiments 
concerning plants, as their melioration, acceleration, 
retardation, confervation, compofition, tranfmutation, 
coloration, or whatfoever elfe can be produced by art, 
either for ufe or curiofity, with a loflge in it for the 
gardener. 

, That the third sgrouad be ^employed in convenient 
receptacles for all forts of creatures which the profef* 
fors ihall judge neceflary for their more exa£l fearch 
into the nature of animals, and the improvement of 
their ufes to «s. 

That there be likewise built, in fome place of the 
college where it may ferve moft for ornament of the 
vrhole, a very high tower for obfervation of celeftial 
bodies, adorned with all forts of dials, and fuch-Jtke 

curiofitiesi 

Digitized by Google 



S94 THE ADVANCSM£:Nr OF 

curiofitie» j and that there be very deep vaults nude^ 
under ground^ for experiments moft proper to Aicb 
places, which will be undoubtedly very nany. 

Much might be added, but truly I am afraid this is 
too much aheady for the charity or geoerofi^ of this 
age to extend to $ and we do not defign this after the 
model of SoIomon^s houfe in my Lord Bacon (which 
is a prpjeft for experiments that can pever be experi- 
mented), but propofe it within fuch bounds of ex- 
pence as haye often beeu. exceeded by the buildings .of 
private citizens. 

OF THE PROFESSORS, SCHOLARS, CHAB- 
LAIiM, AND OTHER OFFICERS. 

THAtf x)f the twextty profeflors four 'be «Umys 
tiatveHing beyond iea», and fixteen always i«£dei)t, 
Vfilefs by perniiiflMm vpon eistraonlinary occafioas ; and 
evei^ one lb abfeivt, leamg a deputy behind him to 
(apply 'his duties, 

Th:tt the four iprofeffiH-s mneront be afligned to the 
four parts of the world, Europe, Afia, Africa^ and 
America, there to t-efide thi«^ years at leaft; and to 
give a cojiftant aceount &£ all things that 'belong to 
lAfe icarniag, anti efpeci^itly natural experimental, [tht- 
hafcrphy, of thofe parts. 

That the expen^ce of all difpatches, and 'ail books, 
fimples, animals, ftones, metals, minerals, 4cc, and 
all curiofitics wbatiiDever, uauiral or artificial, §eat by 
ikem to the ooIUge, (hall be defrayed 'out of the li«a- 
fury, and an adftitioaal ^^wa&^ (above ^tl^ <no/.) 
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imfid€ to Iben as foon as the colltge's revenue (hall be 
ivi^oved, 

Timt» at their going abroad, they (hall take a foieniQ 
esfb, ne^er to write any thing to the collie but what* 
after very diligent examination^ they (hall fully believe 
tp be trse, and to oonfefs and recant it as foon as they. 
find themfelves in an error. 

Tkat the fixteen profeflbrs refidenc ikall be bovnd 
to ftudy a«d teach all forts of, natural experimental 
phiiofo[d)y> to eonfift of the mathematics, mechanics^ . 
mectfcrne, anatoffiy, chemiftry, the bift^ry of ^inicnalsy 
plants, Tni^erak, elements, &c. } agriccdturey architec- 
tures art-roiiitai-y, navigation* 'gardening; the my^cries 
of all trades,^and improvement of them i tlie fafluns of all 
merchattodi^es ; all natural magic or divination | «nd 
briefly all things contained in the catalogue of na- 
tural hiftoxies annexed to my Lord Bacon's Or- 
ganon. 

That once a day* from £ after till Michaelmas, and 
twice a week, from Michaelmas to Eafter* at the 
hours in the afternoon moil convenient for auditors 
from London, according to the time of the year, there 
ihall be a lecture read in the hall, upon fuch parts of 
natural experimental philofophy, as the profeflbrs Khali 
agree on among themfelves, and as each of them fliall 
be able to perform ufefuUy and honourably. 

That two of the profeflbrs, by daily, weekly, or 
monthly turns, fhall teach the public fchools, accord* 
in^ to the rules hereafter prefcribed. 

mrft 
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That all the profeiTors ihall be equal in all refpeaf 
(except precedency, choice of lodging, and fuch-like 
privileges, which (hall belong to feniortty in the col- 
lege) ; and that all (hall be mafters and treaTurers by 
annual turns $ which two officers, for the time being, 
ihall take place of all the reft, and (hall be ** arbitri 
** duarum menferum." 

That the mafter (hall command all the officers of 
ihe college, appoint affemblies or conferences upon 
occafion, and prefide in them with a double voice } 
mnd in his abfence the treafurer, whofe bufmefs is to 
receive and di(burfe all monies by the mafter*s order 
in writing (if it be an extraordinary), after confent of 
the other profeflbrs. 

That all the profe(rors (hall fup together in the par- 
'1«Tir within the hall every night, and (liall dine there 
twice a week (to wit, Sundays and Thurfdays) at two 
round tables, for the convenience of dlfconrfe ; which 
(hall be for the nioft part of fuch matters as may im- 
prove their ftudies and profeffions 5 and to keep them 
from falling into loofe or unpro(itab]e talk, (hall he 
the duty of the two arbitri men/arum, who may likc- 
-wife command any of the fervant-fcholars to read to 
them what he (hall think fit, whilft they are at tables 
that it (hall belong llkewife to the faid arbitri men- 
farum only, to invite (hrangeiS; which they fliall rare- 
ly do, unlefs they be men of learning or great parts, 
and (hall not invite above two at a time to one tabic, 
nothing being mol-e vain and unfruitful than nume- 
rauf meetings of acquaintance. 

Tait 
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That the profeflbrs refident Ihall allow the college 
twenty pounds a year for their diet» whether they con^ 
tijiue there all the time or. not. 

That they Ihall have once a week an afTemblya 
or conference^ concerning the affiiirs of the coHege^ 
and the progrefs of their experiinental philofophv* 

That» if any one find out any thing which he con- 
ceives to be of confequence, he (hall communicate it tp 
the afTemblyy to be examined^ experimented^ approved^ 
or reje6led. 

That» if any one be author of an invention that 
may bring-in profit, the third part of it fliall be- 
long to the inventor, and the two other to the fociety | 
and beiides, if the thing be very confiderable, his fta- 
tue OK piflure, with an elogy under it, ihall be placed 
in the gallery, and made a denifon of that oorporatio.(i 
of famous men. 

That all the, profeflbrs ihall be always aOigned. to 
fome particular iaguifition (befides the ordinary coyrfe 
of their ftudies), of which they (hail give an accQUfiJt 
to the aflerably $ fo that . by this i[peans there may be 
every day fome operation or. other made. in all the arts, 
as cbemiftry, anatomy, mechanics, and the like j and 
that the college ihall fumifh for the charge of the 
operation. 

That there ihall be kept a regifter under lock and 
key, and not to be feen but by the profeiTors, of all 
the experiments that fucceed, iigned by the perfons 
who made the trial. 



That 
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Thsit the popular and receivecf errors in cxperimen- 
^taJ philofophy (with which, like weeds in a neglc6led 
garden, it is now almoft all over-growh) fhall Be 
evinced by trial, and taken notice of in the public lec- 
^res, that they njay no longer abufe the credulous, and 
'beget new ones by confequence or fimilitude. 

That every third year (after the foil fettlement of 
'the foundation) the college ihaU give an account in 
print, in proper and ancient Latin, of the fruits of their 
triennial induftry. 

That every profeffor refident (hall have his fcholar 
to wait upon him in his chamber and at t^ble ; whom 
he ihaU be obliged to breed up in natural philofopby, 
and render an account of his progrefs to the affembly, 
-front} whofe ele£lion he received him, and therefore is 
refponfible to it, both for the care of his education and 
the juft and civil ufage of him. 

That the fcholar (hsLll underfland Latin very well, 
and be moderately initiated in the Greek, before 
ite be capable of being chofen into the fervice ; and 
*that he (hall not remain in it above feven years. 

That his lodginjg; (hall be with the profe(ror whom 
he ferves. 

That no profe(ror (liall be a married man, or a divine, 
or lawyer in pra£lice 3 only phy(ick he may be allowtd 
to prefcribe, becaufe the ftudy of that ai*t is a great part 
of the duty of his place, add the duty of that is fo 
great, t^titwiH not fuiferfaxm to lofe much time in 
mercenary prance. 

That 
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That the proftffoos OialU.in the cdikge, wear the ha*- 
* bit of ordinary maftcrs df art in the iiniverfitiesy or of 
doSk^rSf if any of tbem be £b» 

That they fhall all keep an inviolable and exenphvy 
friesdfliip with one another j and that the aflcmbly ihail 

- lay a conliderable pecuniary mu46t upon any one who 
ihall be proved to have entered fo far into a quarrel aa 
to give uncivil language* to his brother«-pro£eflbr i and 
that the, perfeveraace in any enmity fliallbe puniibfd 
by the govemmis wilh expuLfion. 

That ^ chaplain ihall eat at diemafter^s table (pay** 
ing his twenty pounds a year as the others do) i »9d 
that he ihall read prayers once a day at leafi^ a little 
before fupper-time ; that he fltall preach in the chapd 
evei7 Sunday morning, and catechize in the afternoon 
the fcholar^ and the fchool-boys j that he fiiall every 
month admimfter the holy &craraent j that he (hall not 
trouble hirofeif and his auditors with the controveriies 
^f divinity, but only teach God in his juft commaad- 

- ments, and in his wonderful works, 

* THE SCHOOL. 

THAT the fchool may be built fo as to contain 
about two hundred boys. 

That it be divided into four clafles, not as others aie 

-erdiuaiily into fix or feven ; becaufe we fuppofe that 

the childi-en fent hither, to be iaiitikted lu'liibgs as well 

as words, ought to. have paft the two or three firft,. and 

'Co baiie^aitaiaed tho age ef about shirteen years, beio^ 

.3 already 
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alreadf well advanced 'in the Litin gnmmar, and {om& 
mithore. 

That none, though never fo rich, (hall pay any thing 
for their teaching i and that, if any profeflbr fliall be 
convi£(ed to have taken any money in coniideration of 
hit pains in the fchool, he (hall be expelled with igno- 
miny by the goTcmors ; but if any perfons of great ef« 
tate and quality, finding their Tons muchJietter profi- 
cients in learning here, than boys of the fame age com- 
monly are at other fchools, ihall not think fit to receive 
an obligationof fonear concernment without returning 
feme marks of acknowledgment, they may, if they 
pleafe, (for nothing is tabe demanded) beftow fome 
litWe rarity or curiufity upon the fociety, in recompcncc 
of their trouble. 

And, becaufe it is deplorable^ to coniWkr the lofi 
which children make of their time, at moft fchools, em- 
ploying, or rather cafting away^ fix or feven years in 
the learning of words only, and that too veryimpcr^ 
feaiy : 

That a method be here eftabliflied, for the infufing 
knowledge .abd language at .the fame time into them ; 
apd that this may be their apprenticefliip in natural 
philofopby. This, we conceive, may be done, by 
breeding them up in authors, or. pieces of authors, whd 
treat of fome parts of nature, and who may be under- 
ftood with as mutfh cafe and pleafure,- as tbofc whicli 
are commonly taught 5 fuch "are, in' Latin, Varro, Cato, 
Columella, Pliny, part of Celfos and of Seneca, Ci- 
cero de Divinatione, dc Natura Dt(niimy and ferersl 

fcfttcercd 
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lbatt«red piecc<9 Virgil's Georgic3» GrotiuSf NemeGs- 
ni}8, Manilius :. And, becaufe the truth is,, we want 
good poets (I mean we have but few), who have pur- 
posely treated of iblid and learned, that is, natural 
mattei'8 (the moft part indulging to the weaknefs of 
ihe world, and feeding it either with the follies of love^ 
cr with the fables of gods and heroes), we conceive 
that one book ought to be compiled of all the Scattered 
little parcels among the ancient poets that might ferve 
for the advancement of natural Science, and which 
would make no Small or unuSeful or unpleaSant volume. 
To this we would have added the morals and rhetorics 
of Cicero, and the inftitutions of Quin^ilian 5 and for 
the comedians, from whom almoft all that neceflary 
part of common diScourSe, and all the moH intimate 
proprieties of the language, are drawn, we conceive, 
the boys may be made mailers of -them, as a part of 
their recreation, and not of their taik, if once a months 
4)r at leaft once in two, they aft one of Terence's Co- 
medies, and afterwards (the moft advanced) Some of 
Plautus*s t and this is for many reaSons one of the bed 

^ fxerciies they can be enjoined, and moft innocent plea- 
sures they can be allowed. As for the Greek authors, 

„ they may ftudy Nicander, Oppianus (whom Scaliger 
does not doubt to prefer above Homer himfelf, apd 
place next to his adored Virgil), Ariftotle's hiftory of 
imimals, and other p&rts, Theophraftus and DioScoridct. 
of plants, and a colle6tion made out of Several both 
poets and other Grecian writers. For the morals and 
rhetoric, Ariftotle may Suffice, or Hermogenes and 
J^onginus be addfd for the latter. With the hjftory of 
YQI*. lU D d aniinai 
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animals they fhonld be fliewed ttnstomyfts aitlmit^*. 
ment, and made to know the 'figtn-esnsd'- natures of^ 
thofe creatures whieh are not comnran among us, dlf- 
abufing them it the fame time of thofe errors whtcfa are 
univerfally admitted concerning many. The fame me« 
thod'fhould be ufed to make' them acquainted wfth^aSl. 
plants ; and to this muft be added a little of the an-- 
cient and modem geography, the undefftanding of the 
globes, and the principles of geometry and stfbonomy. 
They fhould likewife ufe to declaim in Latin and Eng- 
li(h, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin ; and in 
all this travail be rather led on by familiarity, encou- 
ragement, and em\iIation, than driven by feverSty, pu* 
nifliment, and terror. Upon feftivals and play-times, . 
they ihould exercife thcmftlves in the fields, by riding,, 
leaping, fencing, muftering, and training, ^fterdie maii« 
ner of foldiers, &c. And» to prevent all dangers and- 
all diforder, there (hould always be two of the fcholars 
with them, to be as witneflTes arid dive£lors of their ac« 
lions i in foul weather, it would not be amifs for them_ 
to learn to dance, that is, to learn juft fo much (for all . 
beyond is faperiluous, if not worfe) as may give tbenti 
a graceful comportment of their bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion, they are.tOn 
be a part of the chaplain^s province. 

That, for all thefe ends, the college fo.ordei it, as^ 
that- there may be fome convenient and pleafant houfes . 
thereabouts, kept by religious, difcreet, and ctrefiil. 
peribns, for the lodging and boarding of young fcho- 
lars j that they have a'conftanteye over them, to fee that 
they be bred up there pioufly, cleanly, and plenti- 
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-iftillyy according to the proportion of the parents* ex* 
pences. 

And that the college^ when it (hall pleafe Goi^ ei« 
ther by their own induftry and/uccefsyor by the bene* 
volence of patrons, to enrich thera (6 far^ as that it 
may come to -^eir turn and duty to be charitable to 
others, fiiall, at their own charges, ere^ and maintain 
feme houfe or houfes for the entertainment of fuch poor * 
men^s fons^whofe good natural parts may promife ei- 
ther life or ornament to the commonwealth, during the 
time of their abode at fchool ; and fhall take care that 
it (hall be done with the fame conveniences as are en* 
/joyed even by rich men's children (though they main- 
tain the fewer for that caufe), there being nothing of 
eminent and illnftrious to be expelled from a low, for- 
^d^ and hofpital-like education* 

CONCLUSION. 

IF I be not much abufed by a naturalfondnefs to my 
■own conceptions (that o^iyfi of the Greeks, which no 
other language has a proper word for), there was nevelr 
any projeft thought upon, which deferves to meet with 
{6 ftw adverfaries as this 5 for who can without impu- 
pudtnt folly oppofe tite eftabliihment of twenty well- 
ilte^led parfons in fuch a condition of life, that their 
whole bufineffi and-fole profeffion may be to ftudy the 
'improToment and advantage of all other profefllons, 
from that of the higheft general even to the loweft ar- 
riftn;? who fliall. be obliged ,to employ their whole- 
^time, wit, learning, and induftry» to thefe ^our, the 
moll ufefiil that «anbe imagined| and to no other ends ; 
P d ai firft» 
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iirft, to weigh, exainine, and prove, all things of nature 
delivered to us by forraer ages ; to deteft, explode, and 
iErike a cenAire through, all fallb monies with which the 
world has been paid and cheated fo long $ and (as I 
may fay) to fet the mark of the college upon all true 
coins, that they may pafs hereafter without any farther 
.trial : fecondly, to recover the loft inventions, and, as 
it were, drowned lands of the ancients : thirdly, to 
improve all arts which we now have : and laftly, to 
difcover others which we yet have not : and who Oiall, 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), give the beft 
education in the world (purtly gratis) to as many men*s 
children as fhall think fit to make ufe of the obliga- 
tion ? Neither does it at all check or interfere with any 
parties in a ftate or religion ; but is indifferently to be 
embraced by all differences in opinion, and can hardly 
be conceived capable (as many good inftitutions have 
^one) even of degeneration into any thing harmful. 
So that* all things confidered, I will fuppofe this pro- 
pofition ihall encounter with no enemies : the only 
queftion is, whether it will find friends enough to carry 
it on from dtfcourfe and defign to reality and effeft | 
the neceffary expences of the beginning (for it will 
maintain itfelf well enough afterwards) being fo great 
(though I liave fet them as low as is pofEble, in order 
fo fo vaft a work), that it may feem bopelefs to raife 
fuch a fum out of thofe few dead relics of human cha* 
lity and public generojity which are yet 'jrenudnrng in 
Che world. 

CON* 
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